SAPPER JOSEPH RUDOVSKY

402 – 1st Tunnelling Company

In the Adriatic Sea is a small island in Kvamer Bay named Sušak and part of the country of Croatia.  The island is 3 kilometres long, 1.5 kilometres wide and only covers 3.8 square kilometres.  Little of the island’s history is known as it was constantly manipulated or influenced by its successive rulers including Austria and Italy and had been previously named several times as Sansagus, Sanseco and Sušak.  Education of the inhabitants also suffered and its meagre history has been passed down orally. 

The same applies to Joseph Rudovsky who stated he was born on 19 March, 1894 in Susak, Croatia in the country of Austria.  He gives his father’s name as Frank Rabich and it is possible his father may have died and his mother Mary re-married to Mr Rudovsky and was then referred to under that surname.  The family appears to have moved to Odessa, Ukraine which was part of the Russian Empire.

The Hungarian Government subsidised for eight voyages per year via Italy at Fiume and Trieste, two liners to sail the Austra-Adriatic route with cargo to Adelaide, Melbourne and Sydney and return via Columbo and Suez with one steamer Atilla commencing in January, 1912.  On the July-August, 1912 voyage, Joseph boarded at Fiume the liner Atilla, under Captain Rezinsky, left Columbo on July 29 and later docked at Port Pirie, South Australia to load a cargo of wheat.  Eighteen-year-old Joseph Rudovsky was said to have jumped ship at Port Pirie on 16 August, 1912.  

The following brief news was reported in the:
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He then worked at Broken Hill, New South Wales for about three years before moving to Sydney.

At the Board of Health Recruiting Depot, Sydney (2nd Military District) on 11 November, 1915 the twenty-one-year-old single barman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination having previously failed due to defective vision on 10 October, 1914 but now passed satisfactorily.  Attestation forms describe him as 172cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-84cms (36-37ins) having a fair complexion, grey eyes and fair hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccinations each on both arms.  Church of England was his religion.  

Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Mary Rudovsky of General Post Office, Odessa, Russia.   He had been naturalised and signed and took the Oath of Allegiance on 16 November at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW.

Basic training commenced with the H Coy, 17a Depot Battalion from November 17 to 23 December, 1915 moving for further instruction with A Coy, 20th Battalion then allotted to the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 402 in No. 1 Company of the Corps.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  

As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

The No. 1 Company was officially transferred on 24 December, 1916 to the 1st Tunnelling Company.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
AWL from 1 p.m. 11/9/17 to 4 p.m. 12/9/17



Award:

2 days F.P. No. 2


Total forfeiture:
4 day’s pay £1 by Officer Commanding Company 13/9/17

On 14 September, 1917 was admitted to the 97th Field Ambulance moving to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station two days later.  From there moved to the 1st South African General Hospital at Abbeville with a social disease but on September 19 admitted to the 39th General Hospital at Havre remaining a patient for 61 days until 13 November then discharged to Base Details.  On 24 November he left the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and re-joined his unit two days later.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving one year abroad.

On 13 March, 1918 Sapper was wounded in action suffering the effects of gas and taken to the 1 /1 West Riding Field Ambulance moving to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station and later that day entered the 55th General Hospital in Boulogne.

The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company records the gas attack with the following extract:

“14/3/18

The shift which started work yesterday, were today shewing slight effect of gas – work has been suspended – and the dugout system surrounding cleared from gas in connection with 49th Divisional Officer.








Wm J. McBride









Captain A.E.”

 The following is an extract of letter from the Commanding Officer on the attack: 

Headquarters

13-3-18

From C.O. 1st Aust Tunnelling Company

The heavy shelling caused a run thro’ to surface at end of “B” and “H” Dugout.

Some of the shells burst right in the cookhouse and on the timber and sandbag dump which was being used during the night.

Gas doors were in operation except on the water well which is in progress of sinking and on the “K” stairway which has just been broken through to surface. 

All ranks continued at work on surface and in dugout after the shelling ceased until morning shift relief when the effect of gas began to make itself apparent.







Wm J. McBride.








Captain A.E.

14/3/18



A/Co. 1st Aust. Tunnelling Company A.E.

The Officer in Charge of No. 2 Section wrote his report to the O.C. 1st Tunnelling Company on the gas attack:


Monmouthshire Camp









  13th March, 1918.

To O.C. No 2 Section

1st Aust. Tun Coy, A.E.

With respect to the gassing of men of Nos 1 & 2 Sections at Kit Kat Dugouts last night I beg to report as follows:  At about 5.30 p.m. several shells, which failed to explode fell about 100 yards s.w. of the Dugouts, a small cloud of white smoke or vapour proceeded from them and they may have been gas shells, though no sign of gas as noted.  

Shortly before 6 p.m. the enemy started shelling the Dugouts and dump with, I should judge 6 in H.E. Shells, this lasted until 7.15 p.m., shells falling at intervals of three to seven minutes. Subsequently a few shells fell in the vicinity at long intervals.

At 1 a.m. the next morning I was in “B” Gallery and it was reported to me that gas shells were falling near the Dugout.  I immediately got all hands to get their gas helmets and to wear them at the alert.  One shell went through a corner of the kitchen and a number of others fell close by these evidently being small explosive gas shells, making a crater of about three feet in diameter.  At the stairway used as entrance in the adjoining gallery there was a slight mustard smell which did not affect the eyes or nose in any way.  I went to bed at 3.30 a.m. and was called at 5.30 a.m.  The first complaint I heard of any ill effects was from Sappers Lawson & Hickey, cooks at 6 a.m., who complained of sickness and pains in the eyes.  I at [once] went, sent them to Westhoek Dressing Station and instructed the N.C.O’s to get the names of all who were suffering from the affects of gas.  This resulted in my sending 8 more men to the dressing station shortly after 7 a.m.  I thought it advisable to send off all men of No 2 Section to Bavaria House as there was still a smell of gas on top and in parts of the Dugout.

Some were feeling sick and others developed sickness, and soreness of the eyes on the road back to camp.  Personally, although I was all though the Dugouts and also on the surface at 3.30 a.m. I felt no ill affects whatever until reaching the Motor Lorries at Bavaria House, when my eyes started to get sore.  The two men of No 2 Section and 8 men of No 1 Section sent to Westhoek D.S. came across to the Dugouts and advised the sprinkling of bleaching powder over the shell holes, and offered to supply Mr Hill (who relieved me) with a quantity of it for this purpose.






(sgd) J.H. BATE    Lieut.






No 2 Section 1st Aust Tunn Coy. A.E.

Monmouthsire Camp,

Another entry shows members who went to the Westhoek Dressing Station:











March 13th, 1918

C.O.

1st Aust. Tunn Coy, A.E.

Herewith I enclose report from Lieut. Bate re shelling in the vicinity of Kit Kat Dugouts by enemy Gas Shells.

2 N.C.O.’s and 9 other ranks as shewn hereunder were evacuated from Westhoek Dressing Station:-

        3552  Corpl    Armstrong  F.
6097 L/Cpl    Amiguet  T.

        402  Sapper  Rudovsky  J.

6684 Sapper  Smith  J.

       7165      “        Richards  T.J.
7735      “       Hames  C.

       2596      “
     Lawson  E.

6176      “       Hickey  D.

      12/3688   Pte   Howden  J.D.

41737  Pte
Barrett

     59343    “
     Egerton

Further information on the gas attack is given by Captain O.H. Woodward, also of the 1st Tunnelling Company, in his unpublished story My War Story of the Great War:

“Matters at Anzac and Muhle went along smoothly until 13th March, when the incoming shift struck a heavy Mustard Gas bombardment coming up the Potijze-Zonnebeke Road, and as a result 50 men were evacuated.  They presented a distressing sight and one’s blood boiled at the thought of this implement of War.  Fortunately, the Gas masks prevented the men breathing the gas so that the trouble was confined to blisters on exposed skin.”

On 25 March, 1918 Sapper was invalided to England on the Hospital Ship Jan Breydal and admitted to the Horton County of London War Hospital in Epsom until transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford on April 19.  Was discharged to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott on 24 May, 1918.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Hurdcott 16/6/18 AWL from midnight 15/6/18 till 8 p.m. 17/8/18



Award:

Admonished by Major A. Prince 19/6/18



Forfeiture:
2 day’s pay R.W.

Tidworth List reported:



Offence:
Absent from Leave 4/7/18 to 7/7/18



Case dismissed.  Medical Certificate produced – London

Marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade on 23 July, 1918 at Deverill and proceeded overseas to France on 7 September arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles a day later.

Was admitted to the 39th General Hospital at Havre on 12 October, 1918 (not diagnosed yet).  

He was there when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Was again invalided to England on the 27 November, 1918 on the hospital ship Aberdonian entering the Exeter War Hospital, Exeter a day later suffering I.C.T. (inflammation connective tissues) right thigh.  

Base Records advised Miss M. Holder of 38 Regent Street, Paddington on 10 December, 1918 that it was reported he was admitted on 28 November, 1918 to the War Hospital, Exeter, England, suffering from inflammation connective tissue, thigh, severe.  His address was included for correspondence.

A transfer to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford took place on 18 December until discharged to furlough on 20 January, 1919 and report to the No. 1 Command Depot on 3 February.  

His name was listed in the Casualty List published in the:


An extension of leave was granted by Headquarters until February 5 but did not report as ordered.

In trouble again the following took place from the Orderly Room, Headquarters:



Offence:
London 5/2/19 AWL from 11 a.m. 5/2/19 to 10 a.m. 6/2/19



Award:

Admonished by Major C.H. Howard


Total forfeiture:
[unreadable] day’s pay

Marched in to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on 7 February, 1919 to await his voyage home.

Sapper Rudovsky embarked for Australia on 2 March, 1919 on board H.T. Derbyshire.  The following day was admitted to the ship’s hospital (not diagnosed yet) but later listed as secondary social disease and discharged after 29 days to duty on 1 April, 1919.  Base Records advised next-of-kin on 17 March he was returning home.

In preparation for his return to civilian life in Australia the Demobilisation Form was completed on 16 March, 1919 stating his address after demobilisation would be at 7 Gordon Street, Paddington, Sydney and date of birth was 16 March, 1893.  His usual occupation was mining engineer and his last employer was business £40 per year with C. Sprite, Oxford Street, Sydney and wished to return to business seeking the assistance of the Aust Repatriation Department and an early return was required to conduct private affairs.  He was a member of the A.M.A. Trade Union.

His name was among those returning to Sydney published in the:


The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 24 April, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 12 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  For serving his country Sapper 402 Joseph Rudovsky, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (33270) and the Victory Medal (33855).

After 1918 Croatia became part of Yugoslavia.

He stated after the war he worked at Newcastle, Sydney, Scarborough and Clifton.

He married on 16 May, 1925 in Sydney to Neredah Victoria Withers.

On the 5 September, 1935 the forty-year-old signed a Statutory Declaration in Sydney giving his residence as 134 Bellevue Road, Double Bay and occupation as Indent Agent as part of his Naturalisation application.  

He had been known as Joseph Rodd but wished to be naturalised under his real surname of Mikulicic-Rodd.  He gave his birthplace as Susak, under Austrian rule and his father’s name as Frank Mikulicic.  He declared he had lived for 16 years in Yugoslavia and served during First World War in France, Belgium and England.

The following was placed in connection with his application in the:


The Investigation Branch of the Department of Interior completed their form which gives his service with the A.I.F. was of good repute and the health of his wife was good, but his was fair and was in receipt of a military war pension.  He has always considered himself to be an Australian and desired to be officially recognised as a British Subject.
He renounced all Allegiance to the Kingdom of Jugo Slavia and took the Oath of Allegiance to King George V on 31 October, 1935 at Millers Point, Sydney.

Early in 1937 he was authorised to be Honorary Consul of Yugoslavia at Sydney with the follow appearing in the:


The new Honorary Consul was briefly introduced in the:


During World War II association by Yugoslavia with Germany made it difficult to remain Consul and the following was published in the:


Further information was reported in the:


His wife was at a meeting and her actions made the newspaper of the:


In the 1944 Who’s Who Dictionary of Sydney his entry reads:

His wife died on 26 June, 1944 with family arrangements appearing in the:
With the continuation of war in Europe controversary between the Consul and Yugoslavia he was dismissed of his honorary position in May, 1945 and a new Consul appointed.

This was reported in the:  


A claim was lodged for libellous action due to an editorial published and the case was reported in the:  


Joseph married again on 18 January, 1945 to widow Gwendoline Hawkins (formerly Bosch nee Jupp) in Sydney and they lived at 22 Drumalbyn Road, Bellevue Hill.

His entry in the Who’s Who Dictionary of Sydney in 1950 stated:


A snippet of news appeared about his wife in the:

They continued to reside at their Bellevue Hill address and in 1968 his occupation was listed as business executive.  In 1980 they were at 2 /2 Eastborne Road and retired and later at Drig Point.

Joseph Mikulicic-Rodd passed away on 20 August, 1980 at Vaucluse aged 85 years.  Announcement appeared in the:


Business arising from his Estate was advertised in the:


Mrs Gwendoline Mikulicic-Rodd died on 29 March, 1985 in hospital in Sydney.
Her sons published an article on their family history with an extract reproduced here from the:
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Chronicle Saturday August 17, 1912:


OUTPORTS


PORT PIRIE—Arrived-Atilla s. 3210-tons from Sydney.  Elder Smith & Co, Agents.





Sun Thursday December 26, 1918:


NEARING THE END – CASUALTY LIST NO. 453 – MANY ILL


Casualty list No. 453 was issued this morning:


Sapper JOSEPH RUDOVSKY, Russia (p.r.w.)						Article abridged





Farmer and Settler Sydney) Tuesday March 25, 1919:


PER THE DERBYSHIRE


J. Rudovsky 										Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Friday April 25, 1919:


THE DERBYSHIRE


An enthusiastic welcome was accorded to the soldiers who landed yesterday afternoon from the steamer Derbyshire.


A feature of reception at the Anzac Buffet was the number of trips made to and from Woolloomooloo wharfs by a motor car decorated with the floral design “Victory.”  This car conveyed five batches of men in the afternoon and a similar number in the morning.


At the Anzac Buffet the Government was represented by Mr G.W. Fuller (Chief Secretary), who was accompanied by Captain J.W. Niesigh.								


Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Friday September 6, 1935:


PUBLIC NOTICES


I, JOSEPH MIKULICIC-RODD, of Yugoslav nationality, born at Susak, Yugoslavia and resident 23 years in Australia, now residing at 134 Bellevue Road, Double Bay, intend to apply for naturalization under the Nationality Act, 1920-30.





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday March 12, 1937:


Premier’s Department,


Sydney, 11th March, 1937


HIS Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor has authorised the recognition of Mr Joseph Mikulicic-Rodd as Honorary Consul of Yugoslavia at Sydney, in succession to Mr R.N.A. Mawby.


										B.S. STEVENS, Premier





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday March 13, 1937:





NEW CONSUL – MR J. MIKULICIC-RODD


Mr Joseph Mikulicic-Rodd has received advice from the secretary of the Department of External Affairs for the Commonwealth of Australia, that the Governor-General has approved of his appointment as Honorary Consul of Yugoslavia at Sydney.


Mr Rodd is a native of Yugoslavia, but has been resident in Australia for more than 25 years.  He served as a member of the A.I.F. overseas.  He has been a member of the Y.M.C.A. for many years, and is a present the secretary of the Y.M.C.A. Old Boys’ Fellowship.  Since the war, he has visited Yugoslavia on two occasions, and was the first president of the Yugoslavian Club in Sydney.  He has kept himself well acquainted with all the developments of his home land.


The new consulate office will be situated at 2 Bridge-street.





Photograph at left from above article.





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Thursday March 27, 1941:


CONSUL WILL RESIGN


The Consul for Yugoslavia (Mr Joseph Mikulicic-Rodd) announced in Sydney yesterday that he would resign as a protest against the signing of the German – Yugoslav pact.


He will carry on until he finds a suitable successor.


Mr Mikulicic-Rodd’s announcement was made after a deputation of several Yugoslavs representing their country-men all over Australia, had asked him to resign as a protest.


At the deputation were representatives of the Yugoslav immigrants’ clubs in Sydney, Warriewood and Cabramatta Yugoslavs and the Progressive Federation of Yugoslav Immigrants in Australia.


Mr Mikulicic-Rodd said:


“I will not represent a Government which is associated in any way with Germany.


“The Germans are my enemies.  I fought with the A.I.F. for four years in the last war.


“But I can’t close the Consulate.  I will await official instructions from London or find a suitable person to take my place.


“I am very disappointed that my country’s Government has signed such a pact.


“I pray for the day when Yugoslavia will have independence again.”


MESSAGE TO GOVERNMENT


Mr Mikulicic-Rodd has been in Australia since 1912.  He became Consul in 1936.


He is an honorary Consul, appointed by the Yugoslav Government.


The secretary of the Progressive Federation of Yugoslav Immigrants in Australia (J. Kosovich), who led the deputation, said:


“We declare our wholehearted support for the people of Yugoslavia, who are in opposition to the Government and its policy.”


The discussion was in English and the declaration read by Mr Kosovich was signed by all representatives.


The Consul will send it to the Yugoslav Government.





Sun Monday April 7, 1941:


YUGOSLAV CONSUL WELCOMES WAR


“Our boys are there.  That’s grand,” exclaimed Yugoslavia’s Digger Consul in Sydney, Mr Joseph Milulicic-Rodd, on learning that the A.I.F. was already in Greece.


With a cheer he broke away to tell the news to one of the many Yugoslavs who came to the Consulate today to offer to fight for their country.


Mr Mikulicic-Rodd was to-day proud of the land of his birth and the land of his adoption.


He came to Australia in 1912, joining the A.I.F. in 1915 and served three and a half years with the 1st Tunnelling Company.


“If the A.I.F. are in Greece to-day let us hope they will be in Yugoslavia to-morrow,” he said.


“What I say to this new generation of Diggers already fighting by the side of people who love freedom and hoor more than life itself, is, “Carry high the torch.”


A few hours after the Germans had invaded their country, Yugoslavs in Sydney met last night and elected a provisional committee to organise their nationals here.  They also affirmed their loyalty to King Peter.


Yugoslavs are asked to attend a meeting in St Phillip’s Parish Hall, York and Grosvenor streets, City, at 2 p.m. on Easter Monday.


WANT TO FIGHT


More than a score of Yugoslavs offered their services in any capacity at the Consulate to-day.  Mr Mikulicic-Rodd said that he had no instruction to enlist anybody and would content himself with organising the Red Cross and others help for the Yugoslav armies.


One of those offered to fight for their country was Mr J. Lucich, of Maroubra Bay-road, Maroubra.


“We will crush them like this,” said Mr Lucich as he slowly closed a huge fist.”


Mr Mikulicic-Rodd said there were about 2000 Yugoslavs in Australia.                               


The Consul-General for Greece (Dr G. Vrisakis) said that many Greeks had joined the A.I.F. and it was possible that Greek-Australians were now fighting on the soil of their home country.


“The Greek and Yugoslav peoples, knowing that they have the most sacred cause to fight for shall not flinch in defending their liberty and integrity at the side of the democracies and particularly of their gallant allies, Great Britain and the United States,” added Dr Vrisakis.





Daily Telegraph Tuesday April 15, 1941:


CONSUL’S WIFE LEAVES MEETING


Mrs Mikulicic-Rodd wife of the Consul for Yugoslavia walked out of a meeting of 400 Yugoslavs yesterday at St Philip’s Parish Hall, City.


The meeting had been called to form a Yugoslav committee to raise funds for war victims in Yugoslavia.


Mr Mikulicic-Rodd protested that all the talk was merely political.


After six speakers, including her husband, had addressed the audience in their native tongue, Mrs Mikulicic-Rodd went on to the platform sand spoke in English.


“If we are to raise funds we want some constructive talk and less about politics,” she said.


“As I am an Australian, I cannot speak to you in your language, although I know enough to hear that the speakers today have been too political.


“This is the third meeting to discuss raising funds, and we still have got nowhere.”


MILE-OF-PENNIES PLAN


“I have a plant to raise £1000 in six suburbs through the mile-of-pennies idea.


“That’s if you want to hear about it.”


Mrs Mikulicic-Rodd put her suggestions to the meeting and left the platform.  She was loudly clapped.


After two more speakers address the audience in Yugoslavian, Mrs Mikulicic-Rodd walked out.


The president of the Provisional Committee of the Yugoslav Community in Australia (Mr M.J. Dvornik) later accepted 17 members of the new committee to be known as the Yugoslav Red Cross Fund.


They will meet at the Yugoslav Club, City on Saturday night, at 7.30, to discuss a campaign for raising funds.


											Article abridged





MIKULICIC-RODD, Joseph, Consul for Yugoslavia in Syd.: son of Frank Rabich, Susak, Yugoslavia; born Mar. 19, 1895, Susak; ed Susak Gymnasium; served A.I.F. overseas 1914-19; raised funds for comforts and med. supplies for members Yugoslav Forces who are fighting at side of Allied Nations; 1st Pres Yugoslavian Club; m May 16, 1925, Neredah Victoria d Mr and Mrs Withers; recreations swimming, walking, gardening, reading; clubs: Y.M.C.A.O.B.F., Yugoslav; address: 34 Shadforth Street, Mosman and 2 Bridge Street, Sydney.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday June 27, 1944:


DEATHS


MIKULICIC-RODD—June 26, 1944, at her residence, 34 Shadforth Street, Mosman, Neredah Victoria, beloved wife of Joseph Mikulicic-Rodd (Yugoslav Consul) and sister of Enid Sheffield (late Withers).


FUNERALS


MIKULICIC-RODD—The Relatives and Friends of Mr Joseph Mikulicic-Rodd (Yugoslav Consul) are invited to attend the Funeral of his beloved Wife Neredah Victoria; to leave our Funeral Home corner Millar and Falcon Streets, North Sydney, This Tuesday, after service commencing at 1.45 p.m. for Northern Suburbs Crematorium.


WOOD COFFILL LIMITED





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Sunday May 27, 1945:


YUGOSLAV CONSUL DISMISSED


The Yugoslav Consul in Sydney has been relieved of his post by the Yugoslav Government.


He is Mr Joseph Mikulicic-Rodd, supported of General Mihailovich.


Contd.








Continues:


He will be succeeded by Mr Ivan Kosovich, 31-year-old follower of Marshal Tito and secretary of the Progressive Federation of Yugoslav Immigrants in Australia.


The change is the climax to a long controversary between rival Yugoslav factions in Sydney over the past played in the war by ex-War Minister General Mihailovich.


Notification of the change appears in the Commonwealth Government Gazette.


It states that by Royal decree of the Yugoslav Government Mr N. Marich and Mr J. Mikulicic-Rodd have been relieved of their functions as honorary consuls for Yugoslavia at Fremantle and Sydney respectively.


In it also the Governor-General directs “the provisional recognition” of Mr Kosovich as Consul at Sydney.


MIHAILOVICH CONTROVERSY


The controversy over Mihailovich goes back to 1943 when Mr Kosovich denounced Mihailovich as a traitor, Fifth Columnist, and quisling. 


Mr Mikulicic-Rodd professed “absolute faith: in Mihailovich, said he was holding the gates for the Allies’ Second Front, and that he was “a great friend” of Russia.


The views of Mr Mikulicic-Rodd and Mr Kosivich were given a length in a special article on March 14, 1943.


Yugoslavs have since been informed that the article was given to Tito in Moscow, with other documents about, the attitude of Yugoslavs in Sydney to Mihailovich.


The new Consul, who was born in Dalmatia, came to Australia when he was 14 years old, worked for some time on a farm, then became a journalist.





Sun Friday December 6, 1945:


LIBEL SUIT SETTLED


Libel action by former (Royalist) Consul for Yugoslavia Joseph Mikulicic-Rodd against present Consul John Kosovich has been settled for £500.  


Kosovich was arrested on a Supreme Court writ of care a fortnight ago because he intended going to Yugoslavia while this action against him was pending.  He was released on depositing with the sheriff £2300.


On this £1000 was in respect of another libel action pending against him by Nikola Marich.


Sureties have now been accepted for this amount and Mr Justice Owen, in the Supreme Court to-day, made an order that the £500 plus costs of £130 should be paid to Rodd out of the money in the sheriff’s hands, the balance to be returned to Kosovich.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday December 7, 1945:


CONSUL GIVES EX-ENVOY £500 DAMAGES


The Yugoslav Consul in Sydney, John Kosovich has agreed to pay £500 to his predecessor, Joseph Mikulicic Rodd, in settlement of a libel action.


The terms of settlement, announce by the parties, were agreed to by Mr Justice Owen in the Supreme Court yesterday.  Kosovich will also pay costs assessed at £130.


Rodd claimed damaged for libel in an editorial in the Yugoslav-language newspaper “Napredak” in 1944, when Rodd, was consul and Kosovich the publisher of the paper.


The article called Rodd and three others traitors, contending that they had opposed Marshal Tito, leader of resistance, and supported General Mikailovitch (later executed as a traitor).


Branislav Andreyevich, another prominent Yugoslav in Australia who was named in the same article, and was awarded £1000.  Kosovich has an appeal pending against that verdict.


Before Kosovich left for Yugoslavia recently on consular business, he was arrested on writs which obliged him to deposit £2,270 as security for possible future verdicts against him.


Those writs were taken out by Rodd and Nikola Marich.  The £650 settlement in Rodd’s case will be paid out of the money deposited.	


Mr J.B. Sweeney, for Kosovich, stressed that the settlement was phrased as a payment, not a verdict.  Translation of “verdict” into the Croat language, he said, meant using a word that had a far more damaging meaning.


Mr Justice Owen last week made na order sanctioning release of the £1,010 deposited in Marich’s case, and accepting bondsmen instead.


Mr N.C. Smith for plaintiff Rodd.  Mr J.B. Sweeney for defendant Kosovich; Mr N.H. Bowen for defendant Publicity Press.
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Truth Sunday October 31, 1954:


ROUND WITH


One traveller who just couldn’t cope with all the parties that friends wanted to give her before she leaves was Mrs Joseph Mikulicic-Rodd.  There’s more than one every day this coming week.


Highlight of Mrs Mikulicic-Rodd’s trip will be seeing her eldest son Henry Bosch, who is doing a post-graduate course in Modern Great {cut-off] at Balliol College Oxford.


She is also looking forward to visiting friends and relatives on the Continent.





Sydney Morning Herald August 23, 1980:


DEATHS


MIKULICIC-RODD, Joseph, 20 August, at Vaucluse, dearly loved husband of Gwendoline, step-father of Henry and Graham Bosch.  In God’s care.  At Rest.  Privately cremated.





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday February 26, 1980:


ANY person having any claim upon the estate of JOSEPH MIKULICIC-RODD, late of Darling Point, Consul for Yugoslavia, who died on 20th August, 1980, must send particulars of his claim to the executors, c.o. Messrs Freehill, Hollingdale & Page, Solicitors, MLC Centre, Martin Place, Sydney, within two calendar months from publication of this notice.  


Probate was granted in New South Wales on 5th February, 1982.  FREEHILL, HOLLINGDALE & PAGE, Solicitors MLC Centre, Martin Place, Sydney 2000.	


				Article abridged





Canberra Times Sunday 13 October, 1985:


FROM GOLD RUSH TO LABOUR WARD – THE BOSCH BOYS KNOW HOW TO SUCCEED


Grandsons of a German immigrant who came in search of gold, Henry and Edward Bosch have done very well.


Henry and Edward did not know their father.  								Contd.





Continues


Henry was three and Edward less than a year old when their father died of a heart attack, aged 73.  Edward said: “We didn’t know our father so it was hard to identify with him much.  Since our mother married twice more, we had to get at a time when it was appropriate to talk about these things.”											


Edward and his family live at Drumalbyn Road, Bellevue Hill, across the road from the home Gwendoline made for her sons when she returned from fighting for her son’s inheritance.


Gwendoline married twice more but both husbands sold their homes and moved to her home at Bellevue Hill, where her sons Henry and Edward were at school at Cranbrook.


About two years after George Henry’s death, Gwendoline married another distinguished Sydney man, Herbert Middleton Hawkins, then NSW Minister for Labour and Industry.  He died about five years later when Henry was 10 and Edward eight.  Gwendoline married Joseph Mikulicic-Rodd six years later.  He was a Yugoslav who added the Rodd to his name for Australians.


At 14, Mikulicic-Rodd jumped ship in Melbourne.  He educated himself, spoke five languages and was once the consul for Yugoslavia.


Gwendoline died last year.  Although she had lived in a home unit at Edgecliff for the past few years, she spent most of her life at Bellevue Hill.								


Article abridged











