SAPPER GEORGE ROSS
7267 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

George Ross stated he was born in Flemington, Victoria in 1875 the son of John Le Gros but known as Thomas Ross and Margaret (nee Dacey) Ross.  He came to Queensland where the twenty-seven-year-old married on 17 February, 1902 to Harriett Annie Williams but the couple had no legal agreement of separation after having two children.  
There is a George Ross living at James Street, Teneriffe in 1908.

In 1911 he was mentioned in the criminal sittings of the Brisbane District Court in which his former wife was charged with bigamy.  An outline of the case was reported in the:


About 1913 he and Agnes Mary Jones became an unmarried couple residing in Brisbane.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 12 March, 1917 the forty-two-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show his postal address was Chermside Street, Teneriffe, Brisbane.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  
Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 61kgs (135lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-97cms (35-38ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his grey eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive marks were 4 vaccination scars on his right arm and 3 vaccinations on the left one.  Religion was Church of England.   Next-of-kin nominated was originally his first wife Mrs Annie Harriett Ross but her address was unknown to him and Mrs Agnes Mary Jones of Chermside Street, Teneriffe was given.  He allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and three children under sixteen years.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks on 12 March, 1917 with the Miners (1st M.D.) until 5 May when sent to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria and placed with the March, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7267.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with his wife Agnes Mary Jones at their Teneriffe address.
The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  
The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 11 December, 1917 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.
Was sent to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on December 18 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On 4 January, 1918 was attached to the Aust Corps Depot until taken on strength on January 17 with the 2nd Tunnelling Company who were working on dugouts for Artillery and Machine Gun placements near Ytres, France.
Sapper went sick on 27 June, 1918 to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance with bronchial catarrh and moved to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station.  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.26 two days later to the 5th General Hospital in Rouen then was invalided to England on the hospital ship Western Australia on 13 July being admitted to the 3rd Southern General Hospital at Oxford the following day with bronchitis.

Was transferred on 2 August, 1918 to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford then discharged to furlough on August 6 and report to the No. 4 Command Depot on 20 August, 1918.  Marched in from Headquarters, London as ordered remaining there until moved to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill on 6 September.

Proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 6 October marching into the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  Left there on 10 October and arrived back to his unit five days later.

Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Went sick on 30 March, 1919 to the 5/6/7th Field Ambulance with chronic laryngitis then moved to the 70th Casualty Clearing Station.   On 2 April when transferred on Ambulance Train no.21 to the 8th General Hospital suffering tonsilitis on April 4 and after five days was discharged to duty at the No. 1 Aust Base Depot marching in on 13 April.
Orders were received on 30 April, 1919 to return to the Aust Base Depot and disembarked at Southampton, England on 1 May.

After demobilisation Sapper Ross embarked for Australia on 15 May, 1919 on board H.T. Ypiringa.  Base Records advised his wife on 16 June he was on his way home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne 3rd Military District) on 5 July, 1919 but troops for New South Wales and Queensland and remained on the vessel for the voyage to Sydney (2nd M.D.)  Their arrival was reported in the:

Queensland soldiers were welcomed home at the Station in Brisbane.
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 6 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (31032) and the Victory Medal (29353) were issued to wear for serving his country to Sapper 7267 George Ross, 2nd Tunnelling Company.

In 1925 there is a George Ross, labourer residing at 158 Roma Street, Brisbane and in 1936/37 at 16 McLaughlan Street, Fortitude Valley as a fruiterer.  

His former wife was before the Police Court in 1935 as reported in the:


A Statement of his Service was requested from Base Records by the Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission and sent on 21 April, 1938.
His partner Agnes Mary Ross passed away on 16 July, 1942 with arrangements published in the:


In 1943 there is a George Ross at 56 James Street, Teneriffe with the occupation as fruiterer.  
George Ross, late of Woody Point, passed away on 2 December, 1945 aged 70 years.  Interment took place in Mt Thompson Memorial Gardens and Crematorium with registration no.10676.  There is no headstone.

His family placed the following notices in the:
On the first anniversary of his death the following memorial notices were published in the:
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Telegraph (Brisbane) Wednesday April 19, 1911:


BRISBANE DISTRICT COURT – CRIMINAL SITTINGS – SENTENCES


Harriett Annie Ross appeared, charged with bigamy, in going through a form of marriage in 1910, with Edward Hayes, she being then married to George Ross.


Mr Dickson said the accused was married when only 15 or 16 to George Ross.  They had two children, an afterwards, so it was alleged, Ross ill-treated her, and she came away to Brisbane, where, in May last year, she married Hayes.


Mr Blair, who appeared for the accused, said that the accused was married to Ross when she was only 16 years and 1 month old, and a child was born about six weeks later.  Several time the accused had to seek the protection of the police on account of her husband’s cruelty.  Finally, there had been a separation, and Ross himself said to her, “Why don’t you marry and settle down; I won’t stand in your way.”


His Honour said the case was a very sad one.  Forced marriages of this kind generally did turn out unhappily.  Still it was a very serious thing to commit bigamy, because the whole system of our civilisation rests on the marriage contract, and the regard in which it is held.  He sentenced the accused to imprisonment for one year, sentence suspended on her entering into a recognisance in £100 to be of good behaviour for that period.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday July 7, 1919:


2600 ARRIVE AT WEEKEND – MANY DECORATED MEN


About 2600 men of the A.I.F. arrived in Sydney during the weekend, on their way home.  About half of them were bound for Queensland; the remainder will receive their discharges.  Details are: Ypiringa 300 men N.S.W.; 300 men for Qld.


The Queenslanders left the train at Homebush and caught a special train to Brisbane.	Article abridged





Courier-Mail (Brisbane) Saturday December 7, 1935:


PROFESSIONAL SHIP-LIFTERS – WOMEN SENT TO GOAL


“Both these defendants are professional shop-lifters,” said Detective Senior-Sergeant Brannelly, referring in the Police Court yesterday to two women who appeared charged with having that day stolen goods the property of Overells Ltd.


They were Mary Ross, alias Harriett Annie Ross (49), domestic duties, who was charged with having stolen a cut glass vase, valued at £1/2/6, and Dorothy Jones (37), domestic duties, who was charged with having stolen two cut glass scent bottles and a powder container, valued at £1/14/6.


The defendants who it was stated, were sisters and widows, pleaded guilty to Mr J. Stewart Berge, P.M. and after hearing Detective Senior-Sergeant Brannelly, the police magistrate told the defendants that he was going to be very severe with them.  “Ah don’t, sir: An don’t do a thing like that,” they cried.


The Police Magistrate: “You are each sentenced to three months’ imprisonment.”





Courier-Mail Friday July 17, 1942:


DEATHS


ROSS, Mrs Agnes Mary, 66A Annerley Rd, South Brisbane.  The death occurred yesterday morning of Mrs Agnes Mary Ross, beloved wife of George Ross, and Mother, Mother-in-law and Grandmother of Mr and Mrs P. Jones and Mr and Mrs E.J. Ellis and Families, sister and sister-in-law of Mr and Mrs John Williams, Mr and Mrs H. Cameron and Mrs L. Howes.  Cremation took place privately yesterday afternoon at 3.30 o’clock.


METROPOLIITAN FUNERAL SERVICES





Courier-Mail Saturday December 6, 1945:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


The FAMILY of the late GEORGE ROSS wish to sincerely THANK many kind Relatives and Friends for floral tributes, telegrams, letters & messages of sympathy in their sad bereavement.  Please accept our personal thanks.





Telegraph (Brisbane) Tuesday December 11, 1945:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


Mr & Mrs E.J. ELLIS wish to THANK all kind relatives & friends for their messages of sympathy in the loss of their dear Father & Father-in-law George Ross, late of Woody Point.  Please accept this as our personal thanks.





Telegraph Monday December 2, 1946:


IN MEMORIAM


ROSS—In loving memory of my dear father, Father-in-law, George, who passed away 2nd Dec. 1945.


  	Not just to-day


 	 But in years to come,


  	We’ll always remember.


Inserted by his daughter & son-in-law May & Eddie.  





ROSS—In loving memory of my dear father, Father-in-law and Grandfather, George Ross, who passed away December 2nd, 1945.


  	Just a memory, fond and true,


  	To show, dear dad, we think of you.


Inserted by his daughter Clara, son-in-law, Tom, grandchildren.





Courier-Mail Tuesday December 3, 1946:


IN MEMORIAM


Ross—In loving memory of our dear Brother, George Ross, late of Woody Point, who died 3rd Dec. 1945.


Inserted by his loving Sister and Brother, Margaret and Thomas.








