

SAPPER ALFRED ROBBS
5821 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Aberdeen, near Scone, New South Wales was the birthplace of Alfred Robbs in 1897 the third son of William Thomas Duckworth (Robbs) and Harriet (nee Wells).  Early education was with the Aberdeen Public School where the following was reported in the:
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He appeared in the Newcastle Police Court with the following reported on proceedings:

At the recruiting depot in Newcastle on 10 June, 1916 the single twenty-one-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Personal particulars taken only show his address was 16 Lewis Street, Maryville.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer at Broadmeadow depot.  
Attestation forms were completed giving his real age as eighteen years and was 164cms (5ft 4½ins) tall, weighing 68kgs (150lbs) with a chest expansion of 82-90cms (32-35¼ins) and a medium complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and brown hair.  Church of England was his religion.  He was exempt from local military training.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Harriet Simpson of 16 Lewis Street, Maryville, Newcastle, NSW. The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced with the Newcastle Depot Battalion on 13 June, 1916 until 6 July when transferred to the Mining Corps training camp at Seymour, Victoria and allotted to the November, 1916 Reinforcements.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5821.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  
The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 January, 1917 from Folkstone on board the transport S.S. Onward marching into the Aust General Base Depot the next day.
On 6 June, 1917 was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company.  Their Unit Diary recorded the following for that day.
“On 6/2/17 2/Lt Trebilcock reported with a draft of 95 O.R. as reinforcements.”

He was a recipient of comfort gifts from the Kalgoorlie Women’s Club and a letter of thanks was returned and reprinted in the:
Discipline was taken for the following:



Offence:

Insolence to an officer 6/6/17



Award:


7 days F.P. No.2 [field punishment] 7/6/17



Crime:


Overstaying leave AWL over 6 hours 22/11/17


Award:


Forfeits 5 day’s pay 23/11/17

Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.
He was photographed in the Mess Hall of the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 30 January, 1918 at Noeux-les-
Mines.


In an audit of the company on 1 October, 1918 was noted to be still with his unit and was there when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Orders were received on 27 March, 1919 to prepare for demobilisation and return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot.  Marched out for England on 2 April and the next day arrived at the No. 3 Group Camp at Codford to await their voyage home.  
After demobilisation Sapper Robbs embarked for Australia on 11 May, 1919 on board H.T. Borda.  Base Records advised his mother on 11 June he was returning home.  This news was shared in the:


His name was listed among the soldiers returning in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) and the soldiers for Sydney (2nd Military District) left by special trains.  News of their impending arrival was announced in the:

The troops arrived on 28 June, 1919.   Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 5 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Returned soldiers from the district received a Welcome Home social which was covered in the:

Entertainment continued with a birthday social for him and reported in the:

He married in the Methodist Church, Tighe’s Hill on 26 October, 1920 to Frances Sarah Price.  There wedding was written up in the:

The British War Medal (60697) and the Victory Medal (58786) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 5821 Alfred Robbs, 3rd Tunnelling Company.

From 1930 on their residence was at 51 Victoria Street, North Lambton with his occupation as a labourer and railway employee.
The Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service from Base Records which was duly send on 9 March, 1936.

Alfred Robbs passed away on 21 January, 1956 aged 58 years.  Cremation took place in Beresfield Crematorium and ashes can be located in the Newcastle Memorial Park, Drive Wall A1 at niche 737.
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Scone Advocate Tuesday January 3, 1905:


ABERDEEN


At the breaking up of the Aberdeen Public School on Friday afternoon, Mr Uren, after a brief address of encouragement and advice, presented some beautiful books as prizes to the successful pupils in each class.  Prizes for proficiency Alfred Robbs in 1st C.


Cheers for the holidays, Mr Uren, Miss Carroll, Miss Griffiths and the King brought the proceedings and school work for 1904 to an end.								Article abridged





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Tuesday September 8, 1914:


NEWCASTLE POLICE COURT – DRUNKENNESS


The first four offenders, on charges of drunkenness, were each fined 5s, with the alternative of detention until the rising the court.


AT THE HAMILTON GOODS SHED


Norman William Acres (21), cleaner, William David Blundell, (19), cleaner, William George Alfred Payne (20), cleaner, and Alfred Robbs (17), call boy, John Sheeley (17¼), call boy, were charged that they at Hamilton, on 20 August did steal two half cases oranges, 1 dozen pumpkins, ten pineapples and fourteen eggs, of the total value of 16s 6d, the property of the Chief Commissioner of Railways and Tramways.  Sub-Inspector Holmes conducted the case for the prosecution: Mr T.A. Braye (Messrs Braye and Cohen) appeared for the defendants.


Constable J.A. Cox, stationed at Hamilton, deposed that on 2nd inst. he saw Alfred Robbs at Lewis-street, Merewether, and told him that a railway truck had been tampered with at Hamilton on 27 August, and he strongly suspected him of being concerned in it; he also said the truck arrived at 9 minutes to 2 a.m. and the goods were reported missing at 7 a.m., and that a lunch was found in the truck.  Robbs said at 4.30 a.m. he and John Sheeley, W. Payne, W. Blundell and Norman Acres were on the railway station at Hamilton; they left the station at 4.45 a.m., and went down near where the truck was standing, John Sheeley unloosened the sheet at one corner and turned it back; several of them got up on the truck and took some oranges and pineapples.  Robbs said he did not see any eggs or pumpkins.  Robbs said he then went to work and was away about 15 minutes.  When he returned, he went with the other boys, and got some pineapples in the grass near the signal box.  


Mr Braye intimated that the defendants [blurred] to be summarily dealt with, Blundell and Acres were discharged.  The other three pleaded guilty and were fined each £1, in default [blurred] imprisonment.	    


Article abridged





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday May 27, 1917:


Mrs R.M. Jordan, secretary of the Women’s Club, has received an acknowledgement of the receipt of trench comforts from E.J. Gourley, No. 4 Section, No 3 Tunnelling Co., A.I.F. France.  The acknowledgement contains the following signatures:


No. 1 Section— A. Robbs,								Article abridged





Spr. Robbs identified as circled





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Thursday June 19, 1919:


MARYVILLE


Mrs T. Simpson, of 16 Lewis-street, Maryville, has been notified that her son, Sapper A. Robb, of the 3rd Tunnelling Company, is returning to Australia by the transport Borda, expected to arrive in Melbourne on the 27th instant.





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday June 25, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – BY THE BORDA


The following members of the A.I.F., in addition to those published yesterday are returning by the Borda which left England on May 11: Spr. Alfred Robbs, 3rd Tun Coy:				Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Friday June 27, 1919:


TROOPS EX BORDA


Troops from the Borda will arrive by special trains tomorrow afternoon.  Relations and friends who have tickets marked Borda from the Staff Officer for Invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 2 p.m.


Cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 544 to 627 and also 1 to 53, are requested to be at Chalmer-street entrance to the railway station at 2 p.m. and will make four or more trips. 





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Monday August 4, 1919:


SMEDMORE


Sergeant E. Grace, Lance-corporal F. Lambert, Gunners R. Brand and R. Cummings, Trooper W. Manners, Sappers W. Goodhew, E.C. Newton, A. Robb, Jim Richards and E.O. Hughes, Privates F. Lambert, J. Miller, J.A. Brown, R.W. Bowman and Mr Reid (munition worker) were welcomed on Saturday evening in the institute by the Maryville Welcome Home Committee.  The tables were appropriately set out by the ladies of the committee.  Alderman T. Armstrong (the Mayor of Wickham), in proposing the toast of “The Guests,” stated that out of the 73 men who had enlisted from Maryville seven had fallen.  The Australia soldiers had won the admiration of the French people for their bravery.  During the war over 570 Victoria Crosses were won, and out of that number 62 were received by Australian soldiers.  Many other Australian men also received decorations.  The guests of the evening in responding, thanked the Maryville committee for the parcels of comforts which had been sent.  The Rev. W.F. James, in proposing the toast of “The Parents and Wives,” expressed a hope that the soldiers with their added experiences would be able to make Australia, for which they had fought, even a greater country.  The toast of “The Men Who Are About to Return,” was proposed by the Rev. T.K. Taylor.  Miss Davis rendered a vocal selection.  The orchestra, which was comprised of Mrs Camps (piano), Messrs Porteous and Lawrence (violins), assisted at the function.  On the motion of Mr W.J. Lacy a vote of thanks was accorded to all who assisted.





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Saturday October 18, 1919:


SOCIALS


Mr Alfred Robb was entertained by a number of his friends at the residence of Mr and Mrs A. Price, George-street, Tighe’s Hill on Saturday evening, in celebration of his birthday.  Mr J.J. Price extended the best wishes of the company to the guest, his remarks being supported by Messrs W. Cummings and E. Goodwin.  Mr Robb expressed his thanks for the kindness of his friends.  The rest of the evening was spent in singing and parlour games. 





Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate Saturday November 27, 1920:


SOCIAL NEWS – WEDDINGS


ROBBS-PRICE. –At the Methodist Church, Tighe’s Hill on October 26, Frances Sarah (Sadie), the eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs Andrew Price, of George-street, Tighe’s Hill was married to Alfred Robbs, late of the A.I.F., third son of Mrs T.C. Simpson, of Lewis-street, Maryville.  The Rev. T.K. Taylor officiated.  The bride who entered the church on the arm of her father was attired in an ivory crepe-de-Chine, trimmed with pearls and wore the customary veil and orange blossoms.  She carried a bouquet of white carnations and November lilies, asparagus ferns and tuille streamers.  The bridegroom’s gift to the bride was an xyonite toilet set.  The bridesmaid, Miss Martha Price, sister to the bride, wore a dress of cream Fuji silk, hand embroidered, and pink hat, and she carried a bouquet of pink carnations wit asparagus ferns and pink streamers.  The bridegroom’s gift was a silver sugar basin and cream jug.  Mr Robert H. Rudd was best man.  During the signing of the register Miss Elsie Penfold, who presided at the organ, sang “Until.”  The reception was held in the Methodist kindergarten hall where the tables were tastefully arranged.  The Rev. T.K. Taylor, who presided proposed the toast of the bride and groom, which was duly honoured and acknowledged.  The wedding cake was a gift from the bride’s uncle, Mr William Shoesmith, who made it.  The rest of the evening was enjoyably spent in singing and parlour games.  Mr and Mrs Price, who received a number of presents, left for Katoomba.  The bride’s travelling dress was a pretty crepe-de-Chine with pink hat.








