SAPPER THOMAS RIMMER
5205 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Thomas Rimmer stated he was born in Tinsdale, Ainsdale, Lancashire, England in 1883 the son of Thomas and May Rimmer.  He came to New South Wales, Australia and in 1913 was a carpenter at 2 Belmont Road, Mosman then a railway fettler at Hornsby, NSW.
At the Board of Health, Sydney on 25 January, 1916 the thirty-three-year-old railway fettler applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 171cms (5ft 7½ ins) tall, weighing 68kgs (168lbs) with a chest measurement of 104cms (41ins) and had a florid complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  Church of England was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Miss Ellen Rimmer of 17 Pensford Lane, Ainsdale, Lancashire, England.  He signed and took the Oath or Enlistment the same day at Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW.

Basic training commenced with D. Coy, Depot Battalion until 15 February, 1916 then transferred to C. Coy for further instruction to 7 March.  Was sent to the Miners’ Reinforcements at their training camp in Seymour, Vic on 10 May and assigned to the 2nd Reinforcements in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 5205 on July 18.

The following day Sapper Rimmer was one of 79 Reinforcements departing on HMAT A26 Armadale from Port Melbourne, Victoria on July 19, 1916.  Durban, South Africa was reached on August 15, 1916 and leave was granted from 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. and they departed the next day.  Arrived at Cape Town a few days later on August 20, 1916 and a Route March lasting three hours kept them fit before enjoying leave until 11 p.m.  The ship was scheduled to leave at 2 p.m. but cancelled and left the following day at 5 p.m.  The quality of liquor in town was considered bad.  A one-day stopover to refuel at Port le Grand, St Vincent was the last harbour visited on September 8, 1916.  After a 64 day voyage the ship arrived at Devonport, England on September 20, 1916.   The troops were detrained to Tidworth Station and marched into Parkhouse camp for further training for the front.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on board S.S. Arundel on 1 January, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.  On 12 January was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  On 30 January, 1917 was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were situated at Poperinghe, Belgium working on the underground mining system of Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59).

His service continued without incident and was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months service abroad.

His section attended the first school of Musketry for the fortnight ending 9 June, 1918 with his results reported in the Unit Diary of the Company as:


In an audit of the company he was noted to be still serving with his unit on 17 July, 1918.

Leave was granted and taken from 2 September and returned to duty on September 17, 1918.

He went sick on 28 September, 1918 to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station with a social disease and transferred to the 37th Casualty Clearing Station.  On 2 October was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.21 to the 1st Stationary Hospital in Rouen and the following day continued to Havre entering the 39th General Hospital where he remained and was there when Peace was declared.

The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Sapper was invalided to England on 26 December, 1918 and admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford and after 129 days in curative care discharged on 3 February, 1919 to the Convalescent Training Brigade in Parkhouse.  Marched out on 14 February to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.

Was re-admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital on 26 February for another 116 days treatment for a social disease and discharged to duty on 21 June, 1919.

After demobilisation Sapper Rimmer embarked for Australia on 6 July, 1919 on board H.T. Boorara.  

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 26 August, 1919 where news of their arrival was reported in the:

The soldiers for New South Wales and Queensland were entrained to Sydney (2nd M.D.) with news of their impending arrival announced in the:


He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Anzac Buffet in the Sydney Domain 28 August and his Statement of Case reads:


I am not suffering from any disability due to or aggravated by War Service, and



feel fit and well.          Signed T. Rimmer



Discharge was recommended and confirmed later that day.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney on 12 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Sapper 5205 Thomas Rimmer, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (49111) and the Victory Medal (47901) for serving his country.

It appears he returned to Annandale, Sydney where in 1930 was listed in Electoral Rolls at 125 Albany Road working as a labourer.  In 1936 was at 79 Thompson Street, Drummoyne as a mariner and a year later in 1937 had moved to 1 Annandale Street with the same occupation and in 1949 lived at 16 Ilford Avenue, Ashfield with the occupation of labourer.

From 1958 to 1963 his residence was at 35 Penhurst Road, Lakemba with the occupation listed as labourer.

Thomas Rimmer passed away on 8 September, 1963 in Bankstown Hospital aged 80 years.  
Announcement and arrangements were placed in the: 


Interment took place in Catholic Cemetery, Rookwood.
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Squad Sergeant:  Sergt. T. Bradshaw


Squad No. 1.						First School: MUSKETRY


							Fortnight ending 9-6-18





No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


5205   Spr		Rimmer  T.			  25		  10		 -		35


Average per man	  21.8		  12.2		18.7


Total average  52.7


Possible           70





The Argus Wednesday August 27, 1919


TWO CONTINGENTS WELCOMED


Owing to adverse weather, the troops who returned yesterday by the transports Dunluce Castle and Boorara did not land punctually at the times fixed.  When the vessels reached Port Melbourne, however, the disembarkations were effected without avoidable delay, and arrangements for extraditing the men at the depot were also satisfactory. The soldiers were welcomed by large crowds in the city.





Sydney Morning Herald August 27, 1919


RETURNING SOLDIERS – ARRIVALS TO-DAY AND TO-MORROW


BOORARA


Troops by the Boorara will arrive by special train to-morrow afternoon.


Relations and friends who have tickets marked “Boorara” from the Staff Officer for invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 1.30 p.m.


Queensland soldiers will leave by train for the northern State at a time to be announced.


Motor cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 48 to 111 are required to be at Chalmers-street entrance, Central Railway Station, at 2 p.m.





Sydney Morning Herald September 11, 1963:


DEATHS


RIMMER, Thomas—September 8, 1963 at Bankstown Hospital, late of Annandale.  Requiescat in pace.





Sydney Morning Herald September 14, 1963:


FUNERALS


RIMMER—The Friends of the late THOMAS RIMMER, of Annandale, will leave our Chapel 3 [blurred] Road, Camperdown on Monday morning at 10.30 o’clock for the Catholic Cemetery Rookwood.








