SAPPER JOSEPH EDWARD RIMMER
3363 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Joseph Edward Rimmer stated he was born in Liverpool, Lancashire, England in 1887 but was most likely born in Ireland, possibly in County Meath.  He came to Queensland, Australia and was on a property working at Roma.

The single twenty-nine-year-old stock rider applied to enlist for active service abroad on 13 January, 1916 at Roma and passed the medical examination leaving his residence at the Tattersall’s Hotel to enlist.  Personal particulars taken show he was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins) and said he was from England.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer the next day.

At the Darling Downs Central Recruiting depot in Toowoomba on 18 January, 1916 Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 66.8kgs (147lbs) with a fair complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his Uncle Lawrie Reilly of Navan, Co. Meath, Ireland.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced on January 20 at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane (1st Military District) with the 11th Depot Battalion until 8 March, 1916 and after home leave was allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company on March 16.
The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 10 May they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3363 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park which was covered in the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades which were reported in newspapers.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot on August 30.  Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 30 September who were situated at Bailleul, Belgium working on dugouts at Hill 63 and Ploegsteert Trench 121.
He became a member of the Catholic Soldiers’ Guild and was mentioned in a letter from France published in the:

His next-of-kin was changed from his Uncle to his sister Miss Margaret Rimmer of St Vincent’s Hospital, Dublin, Ireland on 27 March, 1917.

He went for treatment to the 30th Divisional Rest Station at the 98th Field Ambulance for dental caries on 1 September, 1917 and discharged to duty the following day.
Disciplinary action was taken as follows:

Crime:

While on Active Service AWL from 2 p.m. 5/11/17 till 2 p.m. 11/11/17



Award:

28 day’s Field Punishment No. 2 by C.O. 1st Tun. Co. 12/11/17


Total forfeiture:
35 day’s pay

He went sick with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) on 16 January, 1918 to the 1st Aust Field Ambulance then progressed to the Divisional Rest Station and discharged to duty on January 24.

He co-signed a letter of support from members of the 1st Tunnelling Company for the Premier of Queensland on February 15, 1918 which was reprinted in the:


His section went to the Second School of Musketry for training with his results slightly above average reported in the Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company:


Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.
He spent the day sick at the hospital on 17 September, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 30 November and to return to duty on December 14, 1918.

Discipline was taken for the following:

                      Crime:           While on active service AWL from 0630hrs 14/12/18 to 0630hrs 7/1/19
                      Award:           28 days Field Punishment No. 2 by C.O. 1st Tun. Co. 11/1/19

           Total forfeiture:        52 day’s pay

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Depot and they left there on February 24 to return to England arriving the next day marching in to the No. 3 Group camp at Parkhouse.  
His Kit was inspected there on 27 February with these items recorded:

           Hat badge, boots ankle, braces, shaving brush, 2 prs drawers, fork, knife & spoon, greatcoat, khaki

           Hat, holdall, housewife, cardigan jacket, razor & case, 2 flannel shirts, singlet, 3prs woollen socks

           Chin strap, towel, 2 collar badges, breeches, S.D. Jacket, boot laces, putties, 2 Australia titles, Sea

           Kit bag.
Items issued to complete his Kit were:

           Hair and tooth brushes, comb, singlet and towel

Items withdrawn and replaced:

           Boots, S.D. Jacket and putties.

On 19 March, 1919 marched out to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery Convalescent Camp at Codford to await their voyage home.

His Kit was inspected on 1 April, 1919 and was issued with khaki drill uniform.

After demobilisation Sapper Rimmer embarked for Australia on 20 April, 1919 on board H.T. Boonah.  

His name was among those listed as returning published in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 8 June, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in the:


The soldiers were transhipped to the troopship Sardinia for the voyage to Sydney (2nd M.D.) arriving there on June 11 then boarded a special train for their final journey to Brisbane (1st M.D.).  Their arrival on June 14 was reported in the:

He appeared before the disembarkation medical board at No. 6 Aust General Hospital, Kangaroo Point on 14 June, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads:
No disability       (sgd.) J.E. Rimmer

Present condition:   fit

Recommendation:  demobilise

Confirmed:          18/6/19
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 29 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
He and his friend Gino Quadrio left for Cairns, north Queensland to work at Chillagoe with this news published in the:


The British War Medal (17091) and the Victory Medal (16694) were issued to Sapper 3363 Joseph Edward Rimmer, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

In 1925 he was a labourer working a Kin Kin, Qld. 
He moved to Rockhampton and was convicted numerous times for drunkenness with the last two reported during 1934 and 1935 in the:


Joseph Edward Rimmer died on 20 November, 1935 from injuries resulting from being struck by a car near the Rockhampton cemetery.  His age was given as 48 years.  
A brief description of the accident was reported in the:


Further identification was published in the:


Funeral arrangements were advertised in the:


Interment took place in the Church of England portion of North Rockhampton Cemetery within section 7, row 4 in grave no. 66.
The proceedings of the Coroner’s Court were published in the:
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Darling Downs Gazette Wednesday January 19, 1916:


THE CALL – DOWNS RESPONSE – 10 MEN FROM ROMA


At the Toowoomba and Central Downs Recruiting Depot yesterday 34 men presented themselves and [blurred word] 9 failed to pass Capt. David Horn’s medical examination.  The others numbering 25 were sworn in as follows: 


JOSEPH EDWARD RIMMER, Roma				Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.								Cont’d





Continues:


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





W.A. Record (Perth) Saturday November 4, 1916:


CATHOLIC SOLDIERS’ GUILD


Writing from France, Corporal J.J. Purtell says the Soldiers’ Guild has so far given excellent results, and has been the means of restoring the Faith to the careless ones, and bringing back to God those who have forgotten Him for years.


He sends the following budget of names to be added to the membership of the Guild, and begs the prayers of our devout readers for their spiritual and temporal welfare: J. Rimmer			Article abridged





Daily Standard Tuesday April 30, 1918:


SOLDIERS’ TRIBUTE – LABOR GOVERNMENT APPRECIATED – PRE-ELECTION LETTER


The following letter has been received by the Premier (Mr T.F. Ryan):


“We, the undersigned members of the A.I.F. and electors of Queensland, wish to tender you our sincere congratulations on the able and statesmanlike manner in which you and your party have conducted the affairs of the State during your term of office.  We sincerely trust that the people of Queensland will continue in supporting your Government, and that you shall ever retain their confidence and goodwill.


“Your conduct towards the Returned Soldiers Settlement Scheme is welcomed by us, and particularly so when we know of the obstacles which have been placed in your path by what is known to us as the “Reichstag of Queensland’—the Upper House.


“At the next general election, we hope that there will be another referendum to decide the fate of this House which has long been a serious obstacle to the placing of democratic reform on the Statute Books of Queensland.


“We are confident that your party has proved by deeds, and not by words, how beneficial a real Labor party can be to the State in which it administers, and we heartily wish you every success in your work and administration.  Assuring you of our heartfelt support and co-operation, —We are, dear Sir, sincerely yours.


Sapper J.P. Hoare, Gympie, Queensland; W.H. Nolan, Warrego, Queensland; J. Passmore, Keppel, Queensland; H.E. Howard, Normanby, Queensland; J. Fitzgerald, Brisbane, Queensland; A.P. Lloyd, Keppel, Queensland; C. Cutherbertson, Bremer, Queensland; P.F. Murphy, Mackay; E.H. Pridmore, Flinders; M. Byrne, Paddington; Thos, Kerr, Wide Bay; V.F. Bird, Kennedy; Sapper W. Mercer, Gympie; Sapper H.H. Fraser, Cooroora; Sapper W.N. Fraser, Cooroora; Pat Kelly, Balonne; P. M’Hugh, Herbert; H.T. M’Mullen, Emerald; A. Fletcher, Aubigny; A.F. Laing, Gympie; E. Sheehy, Cloncurry; E. Jones, Cooroora; W.C. Thorpe, Warrego; J. Johnstone, Mt Morgan; W. Johnstone, Mt Morgan; J. Madders, Normanby; T, Madders, Normanby; D.G. Madders, Normanby; J. Scott, Normanby; T. Wallace, Mt Morgan; E.M. Sabine, Moreton; A. Kelly, Moreton; A. Pringle, Moreton; W.  M’Elliott, Mt Morgan; Corporal T. Machon, Oxley; P. Millican, Ch. Towers; P. Cannavan, Herbert; E.J.W. Ranger, Mt Morgan; D.M. Donald, Warrego; S. Surosov, Toowoomba; W.F. Priest, Rockhampton; C.M. Julius, Rockhampton; D. Carter, Rockhampton; J.W Creamer, North Rockhampton, W.J. Waldby, Townsville; W. Meredith, The Valley, Brisbane; T. Well, Ipswich; R. Sells, Cook; G. Mudie, Aubigny; S.A. Stephens, Burke; J.E. Rimmer, Balonne; F.H. Ford, Charters Towers; J. Brown, Kennedy; A.J. Taylor, Mount Morgan; J.W. McDonough, Cook; H. Ove, Rockhampton; J.T. Todman, Rockhampton; J. Smith, Brisbane; W.J. Warren, Mount Morgan; O.C. Stephens, Brisbane; J. Brown, Mackay; F. Lancaster, Brisbane; T.J. Malkin, Bremer; T. Fulton, Wide Bay; R.M. Steel, Bremer; T.B. Kendall, Bremer; W.M. Grant, Mitchell; A. Ferguson, Herbert; W. Lally, Cooroora; W. Davis, Charters Towers; A.E. Manly, Aubigny.


Members of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company, B.E.F., France.		February 15, 1918.





NO 1 SECTION


Squad Sergeant:  Sergt. J. Yeats


Squad No. 2.						Second School: MUSKETRY


							Fortnight ending 23-6-18





No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


 3363	    Spr.		Rimmer  J.			      20		     13		    25		    58


Average per man	     22.1		    13.3		    21.0


Total average  56.3


Possible           70





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Thursday May 29, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – FIVE MORE LISTS – BY THE BOONAH


Spr. J.E. Rimmer, 1st Tun Co. Toowoomba				Article abridged





The Argus Monday June 9, 1919:


SOLDIERS ARRIVE – FIVE TRANSPORTS DISEMBARK


On Sunday troops disembarked from four transports and despite the heavy task curtailed upon owners of motor vehicles, the men, as they landed, were quickly provided with seats in waiting cars.


Early in the morning 120 men were landed from the Boonah.


Port Melbourne was crowded with visitors.  Many were there to welcome the returning soldiers.  As the motor cars with the soldiers passed through the gate leading from the pier the men were loudly cheered and despite it being a Sunday, the streets all the way to the depot in Sturt Street were lined with applauding crowds.


Captain Wright, the staff office for returning soldiers had everything well in hand, and the men were enabled to proceed quickly to their homes. 





The Brisbane Courier Saturday June 14, 1919


FURTHER ARRIVALS TODAY – SARDINIA AND BOONAH CONTINGENTS


Soldiers who returned on the Sardinia and Boonah are expected to arrive by special train from Sydney to-day at 5.40 p.m., at Platform No. 5, Central Station.  Two passes only will be issued by the military authorities to enable the next of kin (as laid down by the soldier) to gain access to the railway platform upon arrival of the train.  Next of kin are requested to call for their platform tickets at the Staff Office for Returned Soldiers, Victoria Barracks. Only those motor cars authorised by the Defence Department, through the Returned Soldiers’ Transport Corps, will be allowed within the enclosure.  Relatives and friends of members of the Australian Imperial Force will not be allowed in these cars.





Cairns Post Monday July 21, 1919:


TOWN & COUNTRY


Two “diggers” who saw 3½ years’ service in the A.I.F. as “cobbers” together, arrived in Cairns last week, en route for Chillagoe.  They were Sappers J.E. Rimmer and G. Quadrio, M.M., who enlisted in the Tunnelling Corps at Roma and Townsville respectively.  





Morning Bulletin Thursday April 26, 1934:


POLICE COURT


At the Police Court yesterday, before the Police Magistrate (Mr A.H. O’Kelly) Joseph Rimmer, four convictions, was convicted but not punished on a charge of drunkenness.





Morning Bulletin Tuesday October 15, 1935:


EIGHTH CONVICTION


Joseph Rimmer, 48, labourer, pleaded guilty in the Police Court yesterday to a charge of drunkenness.  The defendant, who had seven previous convictions, was convicted and discharged, being ordered to pay 2d 6d car fare.  The charge was heard by Messrs A.H. Scott and W.P. M’Donough, JsP. And Senior-sergeant N.J. Carseldine, prosecuted.





Telegraph (Brisbane) Wednesday November 20, 1935:


RELIEF WORKER STRUCK BY CAR – DIES ON WAY TO HOSPITAL


ROCKHAMPTON, November 20.


Stated to have swung to the right into the course of a motor car this morning on the Gladstone Road, Joseph Rimmer, 48, single relief worker, was struck by the vehicle and suffered injuries which caused his death whilst he was being conveyed to hospital.





Courier-Mail (Brisbane) Thursday November 21, 1935:


CASUALTIES – KILLED BY CAR


Joseph Rimmer (48), a native of Ireland, was knocked down by a motor car on Gladstone Road, Rockhampton, yesterday morning and died while being taken to the general hospital by the ambulance.





Evening News (Rockhampton) Thursday November 21, 1935:


FUNERAL NOTICE


The Funeral of the late Mr JOSEPH RIMMER will move from our Funeral Parlour, corner of Archer and Alma Streets, THIS (Thursday) AFTERNOON, at 3 o’clock, for the North Rockhampton Cemetery.


TUCKER & NANKIVELL


UNDERTAKERS


R.S.S.I.L.A


THE Members of the above League are invited to attend the Funeral of our late Comrade, Mr JOSEPH RIMMER.


					N. RICHARDSON, Secretary





Morning Bulletin (Rockhampton) Wednesday December 4, 1935:


CORONER’S COURT – DEATH OF RELIEF WORKER – VICTIM OF CAR ACCIDENT


An inquest into the death of Joseph Rimmer, 48, who was knocked down and killed by a motor car on the Port Curtis Road near Rockhampton Cemetery about 9.30 a.m. on November 20, was conducted by the Coroner (Mr A.H. O’Kelly) yesterday when statements were tendered by four witnesses.


John Vincent Kelly, police constable stationed at Rockhampton, stated that on November 20 he was proceeding along the Port Curtis Road towards Port Curtis Junction in company with Detective-constable J.M. O’Malley, and when about 200 yards from the junction, opposite the cemetery, he saw a motor car standing on the right-hand side of the road, facing Rockhampton.  There were several people on the opposite side of the road to where the car was standing.  He went across and saw a man lying on the edge of the bitumen.  His feet were pointing towards the middle of the road and his head over the bitumen.  He was unconscious and appeared to be in a serious condition.  Witness examined the motor car, which bore the number Q211-074 and was registered in the name of Miss Mattie Jones of Westwood.  The front mudguard on the left-hand side was slightly dented and the headlight on the same side had glass broken and was bent slightly backward.  


Witness said that he questioned Miss Jones and made inquiries, as a result of which he was satisfied that the deceased Joseph Rimmer, met his death as a result of being knocked down by a motor car driven by Miss Mattie Jones and that no blame was attachable to Miss Jones.  


Cont’d





Continues:


He was also of the opinion that when the deceased heard the alarm of the car sounded behind him, he became startled and unconsciously jumped in front of the car.


Timothy Morrill Hogan, night officer stationed at the Westwood railway station, stated that the car he was an occupant driven by Miss Jones, of Westwood.  


The car was proceeding along the Port Curtis Road in the direction of Rockhampton and when near the cemetery he saw two men walking along, one behind the other, on the side of the road, going in the same direction.  The men were on the left-hand side of the road near the edge of the bitumen.  Miss Jones sounded the horn about 60 yards behind the men and again about 10 yards from them.


On sounding the alarm the second time she swerved slightly to the right and at the same time one of the men appeared to step to his right, in front of the car travelling about 20 miles an hour.  Witness considered that the man who was killed was responsible for his own death by his moving in front of the car.


James Daniel Sharpe, 49, relief worker, residing at Yeppen, tendered a statement to the effect that he was walking along the Port Curtis Road near the cemetery with the deceased about 9.20 a.m. on November 20, when he hears a car coming behind him.  Before the car had reached himself and the deceased, he heard the horn sounded, and just after that he hear a bump behind him.  He turned and saw the deceased being carried along on the front of the motor car.  The deceased fell on to the bitumen on his back and his head struck the roadway.


Witness did not see whether the deceased had walked in front of the motor car when the horn was sounded, or not.  He could have stepped in front of the car.  During the few days prior to his death the deceased had been discontented and nervous, and had spoken of leaving the district, for no apparent reason.  His mind appeared to be blank at times, and his speech queer.  He had got into the habit of walking behind witness instead of beside him.  Witness did not think that deceased had jumped under the car, as he had never spoken of committing suicide.  He thought the occurrence was purely accidental.


The post-mortem certificate tendered by the Government Medical Officer (Dr D. P. O’Brien) showed that death had been due to (1) cerebral haemorrhage and (2) mitral stenosis


The inquiry was closed.					Article abridged





North Rockhampton Cemetery, Qld
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