SAPPER FRANCIS SAMUEL BROOME RICKARDS
8130 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Brisbane, Queensland was the birthplace of Francis Samuel Broome Rickards on 19 December, 1887 the son of Hubert Broome and Millicent Agnes (nee Ryder) Rickards.  In 1912 and 1913 he was a clerk working at Many Peaks.  He stated he spent eighteen months in Papua, in New Guinea.
At the recruiting depot at the East Sydney Recruiting Depot, 167 William Street, Darlinghurst, Sydney, New South Wales on 1 June, 1917 the twenty-nine-year-old single mine clerk applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 60.9kgs (134lbs) with a chest measurement of 93cms (36½ins) and had a fresh complexion, grey eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his left hip, appendectomy scar and a right inguinal hernia scar.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Katharine Broome Darbyshire of Minto, Denbeigh Road, Armadale, Melbourne, Vic.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment the same day.

Basic training commenced on 2 July, 1917 at the Showgrounds camp, Sydney until July 4 then sent to the Engineers’ Reinforcement camp (2nd Military District) at Moore Park to 9 August.  During this time final home leave was taken from July 28 to 31.  From there was sent to the Tunnellers Reinforcements training camp at Seymour, Victoria and joined the June, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  Military authorities noted his Will was lodged with Mr Taylor Darbyshire, Minto, Denbeigh Road, Armadale, Melbourne.  His regimental number was 8130.
He was to be Acting Corporal for the voyage only from the day of departure.

Sapper Rickards was one of 130 Reinforcements who departed Melbourne, Victoria at noon on November 26, 1917 aboard the SS Indarra.  At 10.15 p.m. the ship arrived at Albany, W.A. on November 30 and left at 2.10 p.m. on December 1, 1917.  Colombo was reached by December 13 at 10.30 a.m. and departed two days later at 8.30 a.m. on December 15.  Christmas Day was specially provided for by the ship and religious services were held on board. The soldiers disembarked at the Suez at 7 a.m. December 27, 1917.  Amusements such as sports and cricket between various troop decks took place with some competitive teams made up of officers.  Occasionally a religious service was held during the week.  Weather was excellent and warm in the tropics.

The troops were then transhipped to HMT Kashgar on January 9, 1918 and arrived at Taranto, Italy on January 20, 1918.  They were entrained at Bordighira, Italy about January 27 entering Cherbourg, France on January 31, 1918 where they boarded H.M.T. Mona’s Queen and disembarked at Southampton on February 2, 1918.  The men were entrained to Parkhouse camp and marched into No. 3 Details camp the same day where he reverted to the rank of Sapper and appointed Acting Lance Corporal the following day.  He reverted to the rank of Sapper again on 15 March.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France from Southampton on March 15 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.

He went sick to the 2nd General Hospital at Rouelles on March 19 remaining until March 24 then moved to the Corps Reinforcements Camp at Caestre.

On 22 May, 1918 marched out to join the 3rd Tunnelling Company at Pernois and taken on strength two days later. The company maintained steady work continuing along the whole front from Lens through Loos, Hulluch and Vermelles to La Bassee.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

He received his last pay in France on 8 January, 1919.

Orders were received on 15 April, 1919 to return from the A.I.F. School Reserve to the Aust Base Depot 1 at Havre and left there on 13 May crossing to England and disembarking at Southampton marching into the No. 3 Group camp at Codford.  Marched out on May 18 from the A.C. Scheme for return to Australia.

On 14 July, 1919 was granted Special Leave for Non-Military Employment (NME) with pay and subsistence.  Fees £7.17.6d.  Reason: Salesmanship 1D2. Attending W. Attwood, Chancery Lane, London W.C.
He was taken on strength with A.I.F. Headquarters, London for NME.  On 11 July, 1919 marched out for 4 Georges Square.  Course concluded on 18 September, 1919.
After demobilisation Sapper Rickards embarked for Australia on 23 September, 1919 on board H.T. Ascanius.  Base Records advised his sister on 13 October that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 10 November with news of their arrival reported in the: 


He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Anzac Buffet in the Domain, Sydney the same day where he stated I am not suffering from any disability due to or aggravated by war service and feel fit and well.  (Sgd.) F.S. Richards [Rickards]
Discharge was recommended.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 10 December, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
He wrote a letter to the Editor a few months later which was published in the:



The British War Medal (79497) and the Victory Medal (75534) were issued to Sapper Francis Samuel Broome Rickards, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

He married on 29 January, 1922 at Ashfield, Sydney to Gwendolyn Doris Adams.

In 1925 he was elected secretary of the Advertising Men’s Institute and announced in the:
In 1933 he was working in advertising in Melbourne with the following published in the:  


An advertising competition was announced in the:

Their address in 1934 was Malvern Road, Malvern East with his occupation as a manager.
The Victorian Institute of Advertising held a tournament with his results published in the:

Further news of his Advertising ventures was published in the:

Results of his golf game was reported in the:


In 1942 the couple’s address was 2057 Malvern Road, SE5, Malvern East with his occupation as manager.
The death of his sister was announced in the:


A sample of his advertising in Western Australia was placed in the:

They had moved and listed in 1949 at 26 Brandon Street, East Malvern with his occupation as an agent where they remained.
Mrs Gwendolyn Rickards was cremated on 24 December, 1956 with her ashes scattered at the Springvale Botanical Cemetery.
Francis Samuel Broome Rickards passed away on 30 January, 1962 with cremation taking place in Springvale Botanical Cemetery and ashes placed in Boronia portion of the cemetery.
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Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday November 11, 1919:


TROOPS BY THE ASCANIUS


One of the largest crowds that has assembled at the Anzac Buffet for some time welcomed the troops who arrived by the Ascanius yesterday.  There were about 350 soldiers for this State including a greater proportion of commissioned ranks than usual.  A large number of decorated officers and men were aboard.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday April 24, 1920:


PAPUA


TO THE EDITOR OF THE HERALD


Sir—As one who spent eighteen months in Papua may I be permitted to point out a few facts that the admirers of Judge Murray and his administration have evidently overlooked, or have failed t observe?  To get down to tin tacks.  How much real progress has been made in the Territory during Judge Murray’s regime, and what and where are the serviceable lines of communication and interior development that Mr Mack K.C. glibly talks about?  I venture to say that the gentlemen in question would find it a serious and arduous undertaking to get anywhere in the Territory other than to Sapphire Creek and Laioki Mine, a distance of 15 miles from Port Moresby.  This is the only road worthy of the name, excepting those, of course that exist within a radius of five miles around Port Moresby.  It is not expected that a new country like Papua should have well-kept macadamised roads running in all directions; but at best as effort should have been made to provide better, transit facilities than those existing at present.  The three main industries of Papua are rubber, copra and mining, yet it is capable of growing profitably other tropical products, such as tomatoes, cotton, hemp, and maize.  Why are not these latter products grown and exported on at least the same scale as the first two?  The markets are waiting for them.  A wise and sympathetic administration would encourage the growth of these commodities, instead of being content with seeing the boats from Java pass their very door, laden with these products, for Australia.  To my knowledge shipload after shipload of Javanese maize has been exported to Australia. Why has not it been sent from Papua?	


As for the boasted increase of exports, the Administration have no right to take credit for that, because it is not due to ability nor foresight on their part, but is owning to the fact that the rubber boom some years ago opened up possibilities and prospects for planters to speculate in.  	


								Cont’d





Continues:


Rubber and copra take, respectively five and seven years to mature, and it follows as a natural course that now the necessary time has elapsed and the plantations are full bearing, the exports, which consist chiefly of these two products, should increase. 


 Because Judge Murray’s appointment synchronising approximately with the rubber boom is no reason for his administration claiming credit for the resultant increase of exports.  The point is not what the exports are to-day, but what they would have been under more sympathetic, encouraging administration.  The planter, the man on the land in Papua, and the man primarily responsible for the development of the country, has a hard enough row to hoe, with malaria, spending his money and waiting five or more years for a return, and the natural hardships of a pioneer’s life, without an Administration taking his labour and then taking credit for the growth of his commodity.


One of the things the Government could do, and would if they were keenly desirous of helping the development of Papua, would be to interest themselves in matters relating to the best and nearest markets for Island produce.  The fact remains, in spite of what has been said to the contrary, that the majority of the planters are dissatisfied with the present Administration, and would readily welcome a change.  Australia has added to her Pacific possessions, and the only way to hold them is to develop them, and that can only be done by offering inducements for men to go there, not just by placing a number of Government officials in charge, or by listening to suggestions emanating from a delegation of missionaries sitting in London.


April 18.										F.S.B. RICHARDS





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Tuesday March 3, 1925:


AD. MEN’S INSTITUTE


The annual meeting of the New South Wales Institute of Advertising Men incorporated, gave evidence of a renewed interest in the objects of the body.  The annual report details the steps take to complete the reorganisation of membership on an entirely new basis.  Constitutional alterations limit membership of the Institute to those whose qualifications as advertising practitioners are fully established by training and experience.  Mr Norman S.H. Cato was elected president, and Mr F.S.B. Rickard, secretary.





Daily Commercial News and Shipping List (Sydney) Tuesday June 6, 1933:


NEW COMPANIES VICTORIA


CHARLES HAINES ADVERTISING LTD


Head Office: Lisgar House, Sydney.  Agent in Victoria; Francis Samuel Broome Rickards, 145 Collins Street, Melbourne.  Capital £10,000. Directors: Carl Homer Dickinson, David Cody and Leslie Armstrong.  (Melbourne, 29/5/33.)





Argus (Melbourne) Wednesday November 21, 1934:


MARK FOR STANDARD FRUIT


Prize of £15/15/ Offered


As the first step in the proposal to ensure that the public of Victoria shall have fruit of standard quality, the Victoria Mark Fruit Co Ltd is offering a prize of £15/15/ for the best design of a distinguishing mark under which the fruit will be sold and guaranteed.  The design must be in four colours, have strong tonal values, and incorporate the name The Victoria Mark Fruit Co. Ltd.  The judges will be Mr J.M. Ward superintendent of Horticulture; Mr W.A. Thiele, chairman of directors of the Victoria Mark Fruit Co. Ltd and Mr F.S.B. Rickards Advertising Service 5th Floor, T & G Building, Collins Street.  All designs must be submitted by December 3.  They will become the sole property of the Victoria Mark Fruit Co. Ltd.





Argus (Melbourne) Tuesday September 10, 1935:


INSTITUTE OF ADVERTISING


The Victorian Institute of Advertising held its annual tournament at Patterson River on Saturday:


Results: Stroke Handicap for President’s Cup, F.S.B. Rickards (12) 78; 


Vice-President’s Trophy—F.S.B. Rickards, square.					Article abridged





Herald (Melbourne) Monday November 14, 1938:


NEW COMPANIES


RICKARDS ADVERTISING SERVICE PTY LTD


To take over business carried on by Francis Samuel Broome Rickards at 155 Collins Street, Melbourne.  Capital £10,000 in £1 shares.  Directors: Francis Samuel Broome Rickards, Gwendolyn Doris Rickards, 713 Lower Malvern Road, East Melbourne, Garret Max Walch, 121 Balaclava Road, Caulfield North.





Herald Wednesday December 6, 1939:


THREE HOLE OUT CHIP SHOTS AT SAME GREEN


Gordon Duncan, F.S.B. Rickards and E. Christensen playing as a three-ball at Victoria on Saturday, all missed the 12th green with their thirds.  But they all got 4’s, holing out ships of approximately 15, 29 and 25 yards.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday April 21, 1947:


MRS K. DARBYSHIRE DEAD


News has been received from England of the death by accident of Mrs Katharine Darbyshire, widow of the late Mr Taylor Darbyshire, well known Australian journalist, who died several years ago.


Mrs Darbyshire was a sister of Mr F.S.B. Rickards, of Melbourne.  She was well known as a concert pianist.





Kalgoorlie Miner (W.A.) Tuesday September 16, 1947:


TO-NIGHT 


9.30 P.M.


STATION 6KG, KALGOORLIE


BROADCAST


BY THE Rt Hon. R.G. CASEY


On


NATIONALISATION OF BANKING


Be Sure to Listen


Authorised by F.S.B. Rickards


83-89 William Street, Melbourne








