SAPPER JOHN REGAN
4455 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
John Regan was born Friedrich Martin Kroger on 20 June, 1870 in Wacken, Steinburg, Schleswig-Holsten, Germany the son of Friedrich Martin and Anna Christina (nee Wickham) Kroger.  He arrived in Queensland on 28 June, 1887 as a twelve-year-old from London on the steamer R.M.S. Roma.  Family members were Friedrich (47) farm labourer, Christine (45), Marie (14), Friedrich (12), Elise (10), Alwine (7) and Helene (4).  News of their arrival in Brisbane was reported in the:
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The family settled as farmers at Kircheim, in the Ipswich region, already a German settlement which was renamed Haigslea during the First World War.  He is listed there working as a farmer from 1905 to 1908.  He went to the goldfields of Western Australia and was possibly mining at Cue.
At the Goldfields Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie, W.A. on 12 January, 1916 the forty-one-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination using the name John Regan.  Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 64kgs (141lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35½ins) and a fair complexion with blue eyes that tested to good vision and had fair hair.  Hyperporias (long sightedness) was noted.  Church of England was his religious faith.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his friend Mrs W.J. Praed, later changed to Mr Praed of 234 Newcastle Street, Perth then gave his sister Elizabeth Elms of Fimiston, Kalgoorlie, W.A.  
The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken at Blackboy Hill on 1 February, 1916.
Basic training commenced the same day with the 48th Depot Battalion until 10 March when allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company.

Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4455.
At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp.  Regan arrived at the camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May. 
The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

The public was kept informed on the progress of the No. 6 Tunnelling Company with the following published in the:
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The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.
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The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

Sapper was admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease and after forty-nine days curative care was discharged to duty on 16 October, 1916 to No. 3 Details camp, Parkhouse.  On 10 November returned to the Aust Details camp at Perham Downs joining another reinforcement for the Tunnelling Companies.

On New Year’s Day, 1917 the Reinforcement proceeded to France from Folkstone arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot at Etaples the next day.  On 10 January marched out for attachment to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.   

He was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 15 March, 1917 who were driving galleries in hard chalk at Hill 70, Loos averaging 77ft per day despite interruptions of enemy raids and bombardments.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform on 19 July, 1917 for serving twelve months abroad. 

In an audit of the company he was noted to be still serving on 26 April, 1918.

He was a recipient of comfort gifts from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and a letter of thanks was signed by every soldier was returned to them and reprinted in the:


Leave from England was granted and taken from 25 October, 1918 and while on leave Peace was declared and re-joined his unit on November 15.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridged of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Orders were received on 27 January, 1919 to report to the Aust Infantry Base Depot and they departed from there on 1 February crossing to England and were to march in to the Overseas Training Brigade the following day but this changed and they arrived at the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny on February 4.

Sapper Regan embarked as an invalid on 31 March, 1919 on board the transport H.T. Khyber.  Base Records advised his friend on 23 April that he was returning home.

The troopship sighted Fremantle, W.A. at 10 a.m. on 3 May, 1919 and delivered 214 West Australians into quarantine and left for Adelaide, S.A. at 4 p.m. the next day.  Unrest with the soldiers due to a smallpox outbreak caused the following incident reported in the:

The returned soldiers appear to have been released gradually with the following mentioned in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 7 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
The following was placed in the:

The British War Medal (11235) and the Victory Medal (11104) were issued to Sapper 4455 John Regan, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and were returned to Base Records on 30 September, 1924.

He returned to the Ipswich area and is listed there in 1925 at Thurso Street, Booval working as a miner.
Was selected as a juror in 1925 and this was mentioned in the:

A year later on 23 July, 1926 he completed a Statutory Declaration for the War Service Homes Commission from Thurso Street, Booval declaring that I am one and the same person as JOHN REGAN described in Discharge Certificate 81536.  Reason because I was not British born.
His tender for a War Service Home to be situated at Cothill Road, Booval was announced in the:


At Ipswich on 9 June, 1927 he married Emily Lillian Mercer (born 1892) and a year later the couple were residents at Cothill Road, Booval with his occupation as a labourer.  
His wife wrote an undated letter (possibly in February, 1931) to Base Records from their Booval home on behalf of her husband to please forward a copy of his Discharge from the Army as he had mislaid it and was anxious to obtain another.  She enclosed his name and had enlisted in Kalgoorlie, W.A. and stamps to cover the reply postage and for any charge she would pay for.

Base Records replied on 20 February, 1931 stating that they were unable to identify the subject of her enquiry – Frederick Martin Kroger – in the records of the A.I.F.  Should she forward further particulars as regimental number, unit at embarkation in Australia or name nominated as next-of-kin, birthplace and a further search of records would be made.  Her stamps were returned.
Mrs Kroger replied on 23 February, 1931and after visiting her husband in Ipswich Hospital she was now able to state further information.  His regimental number was 4455, No. 6 Tunnelling Company reinforced into No. 3 on arrival at the front.  Birthplace – Brisbane, born on board ship in Brisbane waters.  Next-of-kin Elizabeth Elms (sister).  A Circular on procedure for Duplicate Discharge was issued from Records.

On 16 March, 1931 he completed another Statutory Declaration requesting Duplicate Discharge at Ipswich declaring that the circumstances it was lost were burning some old papers I think I must got it mixed and burnt.  I have a War Service Home.  It is not in the hands of any other person.

Mrs Kroger sent the declaration to Base Records on 17 March, 1931 with a cover letter stating that he was too ill to write.
Mrs Lillian Kroger replied on 31 March, 1931 to Base Records as follows:


Dear Sir, Your letter to hand today.  As you know my husband is in hospital.  I visited him today.  I read your letter to him and he said that he enlisted in his own name which is Frederick Martin Kroger.  He had no need to take an assumed name.  He had done nothing wrong that he should do that as he is 56 years of age now.  There is no need to do such a thing like that about his age.  He had always had a good clean character and above reproach.  He is a good person and has always been good to me.

I am sorry you are having so much trouble in trying to find his records.  We have a War Service Home and there was no trouble about getting our home.  They complimented him on having such a clean sheet when they got the records in Brisbane from Melbourne.  It seems strange that you cannot find any records, it is only four years ago since we built the home.  
He enlisted in Kalgoorlie, West Australia.  I have told the truth.  I feel annoyed that you surmise that he enlisted under an assumed name but again I suppose it had been done in hundreds of cases.  Thanking you. 

On 11 April, 1931 Base Records acknowledged Mrs Kroger’s communication of 31 March, 1931 and replied were still unable to identify the subject of their inquiry in A.I.F. records.  The writer would be glad if she would obtain from War Service Homes’ Commissioner a certificate showing the service details under which the War Service Home was granted and forward same to their office when a further search would be make.
Frederick Martin Kroger passed away on 17 April, 1931 aged 56 years in Ipswich General Hospital.  Family arrangements were placed in the:

Interment took place in the Church of England portion B of Ipswich Cemetery in grave no. A 5385.

Mrs Kroger sent the letter from Base Records to the War Service Home Commission in Brisbane and they replied directly to Base Records on 22 April, 1931 desiring to furnish particulars of Mr Kroger’s enlistment in the A.I.F. in order that their records may be searched.  They stated Mr Kroger submitted a Statutory Declaration dated 23.7.26 that he was identical with John Regan described in Discharge Certificate No. 81536.  The reason for enlisting under that name was because he was not British born.

They gave a brief statement of his details of enlistment date, place, rank and unit and date of discharge to confirm his A.I.F. service.

Mrs Kroger wrote to Base Records on 23 April, 1931 replying that she received their letter dated 11 April, 1931 and forwarded it down to the War Service Home in Brisbane and received a reply today.  

She continued:

I did not know that my husband had enlisted under an assumed name.  I had read all your letters to him and still he did not say anything to me.  He told me not to bother about getting another discharge [from] you there.  I have been advised to try to get a War Pension he got going over there and I believe the gas caused his trouble, he had a growth on the bowels as I know of soldiers who have had the same.  They are in receipt of a War Pension.  My husband passed away on the 17th of this month.  He was ill 18 months.  We have only married 4 years two of which were good, we built a War Service Home and made it comfortable for the rest of our lives which has turned out very short.  My husband speculated heavily in West Australia in gold mining and was not successful.  My health is not the best with the long strain and work is bad I don’t know what I am going to do.  I am hoping of getting a Pension.  I have put it in the hands of the Sec. of Returned Men but have not heard anything yet.  I suppose my husband was anxious to do his bit so he changed his name.  I wish he had confided in me but there is no disgrace in that, Thank God.  He had done his duty to his adopted country.  He was a fine man and a great husband.  I will always cherish his memory.  I done my duty to him as a wife and never left his bedside for a week and he suffered a great pain with great patience to the end.  I am very sorry I have put you to all that trouble but truly he did not confide in me.  I will have to look forward to better luck.  Could you do anything for me about getting a Pension?  I would be pleased if you could.





Thanking you etc. Yours faithfully Lilian Kroger.
Base Records replied to Mrs Kroger on 1 May, 1931 to her communication of 23 April and in reply stated further inquires were being made and she would be duly advised of the result.  As pension matters were not dealt with by their Branch, she was advised to communicate with the Deputy Commissioner, Repatriation Department, Mary Street, Brisbane on that matter. 

In the Bereavement column the following was placed in the:


The War Service Homes Commission, Brisbane wrote on 7 May, 1931 to Base Records that they were in receipt of their memorandum of the 1st instant relative to the ex-soldier and had pleasure in forwarding a certified copy of the Statutory Declaration referred to which was originally declared before the officer of this Branch of the Commission.
Base Records wrote to Mrs Kroger on 15 May, 1931 referring to their communication of 1st May, 1931 and were in receipt of information to the effect that her husband enlisted and served in the A.I.F. as ex-No. 4455 Sapper John Regan, 3rd Tunnelling Company and appended his brief statement of Service for her.  Forwarded under separate registered cover were his service medals and to kindly acknowledge receipt.

The Brisbane Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service documents from Base Records which were sent on 18 May, 1931.
Mrs Kroger replied to Base Records on 24 May, 1931 that she received the packet of medals for which she thanked them for.  She had been on a little holiday but the packet was forwarded on to her and she enclosed their receipt as signed. 
Business in transmission of his Estate was made known in the:

Telegraph (Brisbane) Tuesday June 28, 1887:


R.M.S. ROMA


The B.I.S.N. Company’s R.M.S. Roma arrived and anchored at the Bar last night.  She will be assisted up the river by the Boko with her immigrants on board this afternoon, and will berth at Messrs Parbury, Lamb and Co’s south Brisbane wharf.  She will be up alongside the wharf about 5 o’clock.  The health of the passengers has been good throughout the voyage, and there have been no deaths.  Captain Fyle is in charge of the vessel and the immigrants have been under the supervision of Dr Leadingham, with Miss Mullen as matron.  When the Roma left London she had 421 immigrants on board—mainly Nationalists : 235 English, 52 Scotch, 85 Irish and 48 from other countries.  Occupations : 161 female domestic servants, 22 farm labourers, 15 general labourers 2 gardeners, 1 [unreadable] 11 miners, 4 blacksmiths, 2 bricklayers, 7 engineers, 4 carpenters and joiners, 2 painters, 2 plumbers and 10 others whose male occupation is not specified. 			


Article abridged





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.


After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday May 19, 1918:


Mrs R.M. Jordan, the secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers Trench Comforts Committee, has received the following list of names of soldiers who have received parcels sent by the committee—J. Regan,	Article abridged





The West Australian Tuesday May 6, 1919


THE KHYBER INCIDENT


Mr M. Donnes, president of the South Fremantle Branch of the R.S.A. gave yesterday what he contended was the correct version of the communication that was held with the soldiers on board the troopship Khyber, which was moored in the stream opposite F. Shed, and was flying the yellow flag.  He said: “The men on the troopship wanted to know the position of things.  They said they had some complaints to make about the ship, and asked me to get as close as I could.  I got a dinghy and rowed out to them.  I told them the position and they said: ‘If you want us we will get out the boats and come.  I told them that the yellow flag was flying over the ship, and asked them, as that was the case, not to leave the ship under any circumstances whatever.  I said the returned soldiers and the people generally would think more of them for staying on the ship while it was in quarantine.” 





The Western Argus Saturday May 17, 1919


RETURNED SOLDIERS - THE KHYBER LIST


At 10 o’clock this morning 24 men of s.s. Khyber will be released from quarantine, and they will arrive at E. Shed at 11 o’clock.





Sunday Times (Perth) Sunday October 5, and 12 October, 1919:


WILL JOHN REGAN, one time miner, Cue, communicate with P.S. This Office, Friends inquiring.





Queensland Times Thursday November 19, 1925:


ASSAULT ALLEGED


The following jury was empanelled: Frederick Martin Kroger [others not reproduced here]


Robert Kemp was accused with having committed a serious offence on September 2.  He pleased “Not Guilty.”											Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Tuesday February 1, 1927:


WAR SERVICE HOMES – CLOSED


The following were the lowest tenders received on January 25: F.M. Kroger		Article abridged





Queensland Times Saturday April 18, 1931:


FUNERAL NOTICES


KROGER—The Friends of Mrs F.M. KROGER, jun. (of Cothill-road, Booval) Mrs F.M. KROGER, sen. (of Churchill), and Mr and Mrs W. MERCER (of Cothill-road, Booval) are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of her deceased Husband and their Son and Son-in-law (FREDERICK MARTIN KROGER), late A.I.F., to move from Reed’s Funeral Parlour, South-street, at 2.00 THIS (SATURDAY) afternoon, for the Ipswich Cemetery.  Motors.


J. & H. REED, Undertakers


KROGER—Members of the Ipswich Sub-Branch, R.S.S.A.I.L.A. are respectfully invited to attend the Funeral of their late Comrade, (FREDERICK MARTIN KROGER), to leave Reed’s Funeral Parlour, South-street, at 2.30 THIS (SATURDAY) AFTERNOON, for the Ipswich Cemetery—H.H. SHAPCOTT, Hon. Secretary.





Queensland Times Saturday May 2, 1931:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


Mrs F.M. KROGER wishes to sincerely THANK the Staff and Doctors concerned of the Ipswich General Hospital for their kindness and attention to her husband; also, Mr R. Dowse, Mr H. Gould, Mr W. Pearse, the R.S.S.A.I.L.A., all kind Friends and Relatives for letters of sympathy and floral tributes sent to her in her recent sad bereavement.





Queensland Times Tuesday January 20, 1932:


LEGAL NOTICES – TRANSMISION BY DEATH


NOTICE is hereby given that application has been made for the Registration of Transmission of Title to the Lands hereafter mentioned.


Name of Deceased Proprietor—Frederick Martin Kroger, late of Brisbane.


Date of Death—April 17, 1931.


Name of Claimant—Emily Lillian Kroger, of Ipswich, widow of deceased.


Description and Situation of Land.  Re-subdivisions 11 of subdivision 121 of section 1 of eastern suburban allotment 154 (to the depth of 70 feet from the surface only) county of Stanley, parish of Ipswich.


Estate Claimed to be Transmitted Free-simple.						Article abridged





Her plaque on Columbarium, Ipswich Cemetery, Q


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website contributed by Anne -lies here





Mrs Emily Lilian Kroger remarried on 10 December, 1937 to John Benjamin Gregory Frankling.  She passed away on 4 December, 1962 aged 70 years.  Her husband predeceased her in 1960.  





She is commemorated on the Ipswich Cemetery Columbarium.
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