SAPPER ARCHIBALD RAYWARD
3508A – 4th Tunnelling Company
Brighton, Sussex, England was the birthplace of Archibald William Rayward in April, 1874 the son of Abraham Warden and Jemima (Jessie) Elizabeth (nee Coates) Rayward.  Baptism took place on 12 October, 1879 at St Peter’s Church, Brighton.  In 1881 the family were residents at 23 Ditching Rise, Brighton and members of the household were Jemima E. (47) Ida J. (22), Charlotte H. (21) commercial clerk, Percy L. (17) and Frank (16) Ironmongers, Herbert, Commercial Clerk, Jessie E. (13), Archie W. (6). 

The royal mail steamer of the British India Company’s Taroba who brought the twenty-year-old architect from England had to be towed to Naples, Italy because of a broken propellor in May, docked in Townsville, Queensland on 6 August and in Brisbane on August 17, 1891.  Archibald was known to be in Ballina, New South Wales in 1897.

Archibald was married in the Church of England, Ballina on 27 November, 1907 to Clara Maria McCurdy by Rev. Stephens.
This was reported in various newspapers:
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On about 21 January, 1916 at the recruiting depot in Lismore, NSW he applied to enlist for active service and passed the preliminary medical examination.  
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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He then presented to the 1st Military District’s recruiting depot at Fraser Hill camp at Enoggera Barracks on 29 January, 1916 where the married thirty-nine-year-old seaman’s cook applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-90cms (33-35½ins) and a dark complexion with brown eyes and black hair.  Religious faith was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Clara Maria Rayward of Norton Street, Ballina, Richmond, River, NSW.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken on 23 March, 1916 at Fraser Hill camp.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion from 1 February to 23 March, 1916 then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 10 May they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.  
While there the following were stolen from Rosebery Park and a description given to the Police which was published in the:
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He did not embark with the No. 4 Tunnelling Company and was transferred to the Mining Corps’ training camp at Seymour, Victoria on 24 July, 1916.   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3508.  For the ‘voyage only’ he was to be Corporal.
The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast on 25 August he reverted to the rank of Sapper.  The vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent and after fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.  Administration Headquarters advised on 3 October his number would now be 3508A.
The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples.  Six days later on October 21 was admitted to the 36th General Hospital suffering V.D.H (valvular disease heart) and was returned to England on October 26 on the hospital ship Cambria and admitted to hospital the 1st Western General Hospital at Birkenhead then on 3 November to the Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford diagnosed with V.D.H. (mild).
Mrs C.M. Rayward at Ballina, Richmond River, NSW was advised by Base Records on 6 November, 1916 that it was reported that her husband was admitted on 26/10/16 to the 1st Western General Hospital suffering from mild heart trouble.  His address for correspondence was also included.

A reply dated 14 November, 1916 was sent by Mrs C.M. Rayward to Base Records that she received advice from Base Records the previous day about her husband’s illness and did they have any further particulars and let her know as soon as possible as she was very anxious.  By doing do she would be very obliged.

His name was among those listed as ill published in the:

Base Records replied on 24 November, 1916 to her communication concerning her husband that no further advice had come to hand, and in the absence of such it is to be assumed favourable progress was being made.  She would be promptly advised upon receipt of any later reports.

He appeared before the Medical Board there on 29 November, 1916 and the Statement of Case for the former deckhand of the dredging department reads:

Disability:
cardiac inefficiency 



Origin of disability:
Oct, 1916



Place of disability:
France



Essential facts:
Malaria in New Guinea 8 years ago – no recurrence.  Left sciatica






3 weeks 3 years ago – good recovery.  Enlisted Jan, 1915.  Strain






on the heart cumulated in France Oct.17 with exhaustion, cardiac






pain palpitations dippnora etc.  Invalided through various hospitals






admitted 3-11-16. 


Causation:

Active service – strain



Present condition:
Complaining of cardiac pain, dippnora – fatigue on exertion – not






improved by [unreadable word]






Heart diffused apex – remarked increase in dullness – right sound






heaving muffled.  Rhythm regular.





Pulse 92-108 good volume






General health good.  W. 10.8






Sciatic attack 2 mths admission

Recommendation:
permanently unfit.  Change to Australia



Board finding:

strain on active service



Disability permanent:
Yes



Earning a living:
total incapacity


Rejected from Nat. Insurance Act: yes



Finding:

permanently unfit for general service and temporarily unfit for






Home service



Doctor’s notes:
Organic cardia vascular disease.  Mitral regurgitation.  Service






has aggravated the condition. 13/1/17, Dr H.C. Maudsley.

On 3 January, 1917 was discharged from the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford then to furlough on 15 January and report to the Dartford on January 30.

Marched out on 6 April, 1917 to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper Rayward embarked for discharge in Australia due to cardiac inefficiency on 4 May, 1917 from Devonport, England on board H.T. Themistocles.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Base Records advised his wife on 28 May he was returning home.   
Report on medical status during the voyage was:
Has done light fatigues



Still short of breath on exertion.

His name was published as a returning soldier in the:


The transport docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 4 July, 1917 with news of their impending arrival announced in the:

The Queenslanders left by special train for Brisbane (1st M.D.) and his name was listed on the train through Toowoomba on:


Sapper was admitted to the No. 6 Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point on 6 July, 1917 for further treatment of cardia inefficiency.  He appeared before the Medical Board before his release from hospital and his statement reads:
Board finds:
Mitral regurgitation





Shortness of breath





Tachycardia (rapid heart rate)



Recommended: Discharge



Incapacity:
Total for 6 months  



Dated:

8/8/17

Discharged from hospital the following day.  For serving his country Sapper 3508A Archibald Rayward, 4th Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (20366) and the Victory Medal (19582).
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 22 August, 1917 as medically unfit.
The following day was issued with military pensions to his address ad Norton Street, Ballina for the following:

Self




Pension of £3 per fortnight from 23/8/17

Wife
Clara Maria


Pension of 30 shillings per fortnight from 23/8/17

Child
Jean



Pension of £1 per fortnight from 23/8/17

Child
Warden Bargerr

Pension of 15 shillings per fortnight from 23/8/17

Child
Ida



Pension of 10 shillings per fortnight from 23/8/17

The Public Works Department of NSW wrote to Base Records on 3 September, 1917 asking if this soldier had been discharged and if so, the date of discharge.  

Base Records replied on September 6 advising that records show the soldier returned to Australia on 4/7/17, suffering from cardiac inefficiency and discharged from the Aust Imperial Force in Brisbane, Qld on 22/8/17, medically unfit.
The War Service Homes Commission, 5 Hamilton Street, Sydney also corresponded with Base Records on 3 June, 1920 as the applicant had applied for assistance under the War Service Act and required a copy of his service.  A reply from Base Records dated 9 June, 1920 acknowledged their communication with information they required of enlistment, service, return and discharge.
Base Records prepared a Statement of his Service on 20 May, 1921 for the Sydney branch of the Department of Repatriation. 

His mother died at his residence in 1926 at the age of 92 years after being a resident for 36 years in the district and her husband had predeceased her 50 years ago.  Her children Mrs Walls (Ballina), Ernest Clifford (Aberdeen, Scotland), Herbert Edward (Mullumbimby) and Archibald (Ballina) were left to mourn. 
In 1930 the couple’s address was listed in Electoral Rolls as Norton Street, Ballina with no occupation.  By 1932 they were at Broken Head.

Archibald William Rayward passed away in the Prince of Wales Military Hospital, Randwick on 23 August, 1934 aged 62 years.   Interment took place in the Church of England portion of Randwick Cemetery, Sydney within section P in grave no. 43. 
A small obituary was printed in the:
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Northern Star (Lismore) Saturday November 30, 1907:


DISTRICT NEWS


BALLINA, Friday.


A wedding which excited a good deal of interest took place in the Church of England on Wednesday afternoon.  The contracting parties were Miss Clara Maria McCurdy, youngest daughter of Mr and Mrs Boyd McCurdy, two of the pioneers of the Richmond, and Mr Archibald William Rayward, of Ballina, and formerly of England.  The bride was given away by Mr G. McCurdy and Miss Ettie Stone, cousin of the bride was bridesmaid and Mr W.B. Norris best man.  Professor Wall presided at the organ.  The happy couple left in the afternoon via Lismore for Barraba.





Casino and Kyogle Courier and North Coast Advertiser Wednesday 4 December, 1907:


NOTES AND NEWS


In the Church of England, Ballina, last Wednesday, Mr Archibald W. Rayward was married to Miss Clara McCurdy.  Rev. Stephens was the celebrant.  Mrs G. McCurdy (brother) gave the bride away.  The presents were very numerous and included one from Casino friends.





Shoalhaven News and South Coast Districts Advertiser Saturday December 7, 1907:


UP NORTH


The wedding of Miss Clara M’Curdy and Mr Archibald Rayward at Ballina excited considerable local interest.





Northern Star Saturday January 22, 1916:


LOCAL ENLISTMENTS


The following have enlisted at the Lismore depot during the past two days:


A. Rayward (Ballina)									Article abridged





New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of Crime (Sydney) Wednesday May 10, 1916:


DESCRIPTION


16 April, 1916 Archibald W. Rayward, 3 Section, 4th Tunnelling Company, Miners’ Corps, Rosebery Park.


Description: Silver pencil-case, “From Girls’ Patriotic League to A.W. Rayward” engraved hereon; silver wristlet watch, “A.W. Rayward and a date on back case, “A.W.R.” on wristlet.





Northern Star (Lismore) Tuesday November 21, 1916:


NEW SOUTH WALES – ILL 


Pte M. O’ Connell, Ballina; Sapper A. Rayward, Ballina; Lieut. A. McSkimming, Dorrigo.





Telegraph (Brisbane) Monday June 25, 1917: 


RETURNING SOLDIERS – LARGE NUMBER SHORTLY


The military authorities forward a list of Queensland soldiers who are returning to Australia and will arrive at an early date.  The list is cabled, and is open to correction on account of mutilation in cabling and to other causes.


3508 Spr. Archibald Rayward, 1st Tunn. Co.,						Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Thursday 3 January, 1918: 


RETURNING SOLDIERS TO-DAY’S CONTINGENT


Invalid soldiers will disembark in Sydney to-day.  Friends and relatives who have tickets marked O should be at the Anzac Buffet at 10 a.m. to meet the New South Wales men.


The Queensland soldiers will leave by special train at 11.15 a.m.  Relatives of the Queenslanders should be at the station at 10.30 a.m.										Article abridged





Toowoomba Chronicle Friday July 6, 1917:


THE WAR – RETURNING SOLDIERS


The following returning Queenslanders, amongst whom will be found a number of Darling Downs and Westerners—will pass through Toowoomba today.


Cpl Archibald Rayward, 4th Tunn. Co.							Article abridged





Northern Star (Lismore) Wednesday September 5, 1934:


MR A.W. RAYWARD


The death occurred recently in Sydney of Archibald William Rayward, at the age of 62 years.  Death was attributed to war injuries; deceased having seen active service with the A.I.F.  For nine months prior to his death he was an inmate of the Prince of Wales Military Hospital, Randwick.  The late Mr Rayward had resided on the North Coast at Broken Head and Ballina.  Apart from the widow, one son, Warden and two daughters, Jean and Ida, who reside in Sydney, survive.  A brother is Mr H.E. Rayward, of Billinudgel. 





He has a Commonwealth War Grave.





His War Grave in Randwick Cemetery, NSW


Photo sourced from FindaGrave website – added by Bel P





His name is also commemorated on the Ballina Municipal Honour Roll.





Ballina Municipal Honour Roll in the Ballina Shire foyer


Photo sourced from NSW Memorials Register and photo taken in 2021 by the Shire








