SAPPER JAMES QUIRK
855 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
James Francis Quirk stated he was born in Sydney in 1875. As a young man went to the goldfields of Western Australia.  He married at Kalgoorlie on 4 July, 1900 to Sarah Meaner [Mena] Eaton.
From 1903-1906 he is listed residing at 5 Dugan Street, Kalgoorlie working as a labourer.  The couple separated with his wife living at Leonora and in 1910 he was mining at Sandstone.
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His wife appeared in the Kalgoorlie local court in 1910 and the following case took place and reported in the:


At the Recruiting Depot at Youanme on 7 February, 1916 the forty-one-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  No further particulars were taken and his application was accepted by the recruiting officer at Sandstone two days later.
Attestation forms describe his as 173cms 5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 72.5kgs (164lbs) with a chest measurement of 99cms (39ins) and had a dark complexion with dark brown eyes and black hair.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Distinctive mark was a scar on his right buttock.  Next-of-kin nominated was his nephew James O’Connell of Sale, Gippsland, Victoria.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on February 14.

Basic training commenced at Area No. 3 the same day until placed on standby at Helena Vale camp on 5 March, 1916 for allotment to the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 855.

Meanwhile across the country in Sydney, New South Wales the Mining Corps was ready to embark for service abroad.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board including Sapper Quirk assigned to No. 2 Company.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  
The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
Service continued without illness until 15 November, 1916 when he went sick to the 1st New Zealand Field Ambulance with a social disease and moved to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station.  A day later was conveyed on Ambulance Train to Camiers and admitted to the 18th General Hospital for further treatment.  From there was sent to the 51st General Hospital at Etaples and after thirty days curative care re-joined his unit on 9 January, 1917.

On 12 January, 1917 returned to the 1st New Zealand Field Ambulance with bronchitis and sent to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station until January 17 and moved to the 13th General Hospital at Boulogne.  
On 20 January was invalided to England on the hospital ship Jan Breydal entering the 1st Southern General Hospital with severe bronchitis.  
Base Records regretted to advise his next-of-kin on 3 February, 1917 that information to the effect he had been admitted on 21/1/17 to the 1st Southern General Hospital suffering from severe bronchitis.  His address for correspondence was also included.  This letter was returned marked “unknown in Sale.”
A telegram was sent to Perth Barracks from Base Records in Melbourne as follows:
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PERTH WA










MILITARY COMMANDANT


PLEASE WIRE BASE RECORDS NAME ADDRESS NEXT OF KIN 446 SAPPER JAMES QUIRK MINING


UNIT AREA NO 3 CORRESPONDENCE RETURNED FROM JAMES O’CONNELL SALE VICTORIA URGENT









SELLHEIM 20/2/17

Perth replied as follows:


RELATIVE NEXT OF KIN OF 446 SAPPER JAMES QUIRK MINING UNIT AREA 3 STOP NO CHANGE


OF ADDRESS OF NEXT KIN RECORDED









COURTNEY 27/2/17
On 1 March Sapper was moved to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Harefield remaining until 23 March and sent to the No.2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Marched out on 5 April to port for his return to Australia.

On 8 April, 1917 Sapper Quirk embarked for a change to Australia leaving from Plymouth, England due to bronchitis and senility (decline or deterioration of physical strength or mental functioning) on board H.T. Barambah.  
His name was listed as a soldier returning in the:

The transport docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on 29 May, 1917.
He was admitted on 4 June, 1917 to No. 8 Aust General Hospital at Fremantle for further treatment.

He co-signed a letter to the editor which was published in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 21 June, 1917 as medically unfit.  For serving his country Sapper 855 James Quirk, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (8211) and the Victory Medal (8176).

He applied for a military pension from his address care of Post Office, Kalgoorlie but was rejected on 12/10/17 as not considered incapacitated for earning a living.

He was working later in 1917 at 69-Mile camp on the Trans-Australian railway as a labourer.  In 1920 was living at 90 Federal Road, Boulder with the occupation of labourer.

He did not collect his Victory Medal from the designated barracks and it was returned on 30 September, 1924 to Base Records and the Medals Section sent him a letter care of the last known address of next-of-kin on 23 October, 1924.

From 1922 to 1925 he is listed working at Boulder No. 1 Lease, Fimiston as a miner.
James Francis Quirk passed away on 9 July, 1929 in the Government Hospital, Kalgoorlie aged 59 years.  Announcements were placed in the: 


Interment took place in the Roman Catholic portion of the New Boulder Cemetery within row M in grave 240.  There is no headstone.

A small obituary appeared in the:


In the military column his demise was announced in the:


He was also mentioned in several Returned Soldiers’ League newsletters as follows:


The Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his service records from Base Records and forwarded on 17 September, 1929.

On the first anniversary of his death the following were placed in the:
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Evening Star (Boulder) Tuesday April 12, 1910:


ARREST & SEQUEL – A LEONORA HAPPENING – MALICIOUS PROSECUTION ALLEGED – CASE PART-HEARD


At a sitting of the Local Court, held at Kalgoorlie this morning before Mr J.M. Finnerty, acting-R.M., Mena Sarah Quirk proceeded against Patrick Monaghan for damages for malicious prosecution and false imprisonment.


Mr J. Watson Brown appeared for the complainant and Mr C.A. Mayhall for the defendant.


At the request of Mr Brown, Mr Mayhall said that the defence of his client, as far as malicious prosecution was concerned, was (1) That he did not act maliciously; (2) that he did not act without reasonable or probable cause; (3) that the plaintiff did not suffer in reputation or pocket.  As far as the false imprisonment was concerned, he contended they were protected by the warrant for the arrest of the plaintiff; that the act of the judicial officer in issuing the warrant had debarred proceedings for false imprisonment.  The question, the defence contended, was only one of the malicious prosecutions.


Mena Sarah Quick said that she was a married woman, living apart from her husband and had for some time been housekeeping for Mr St Ville.  She was arrested on Monday January 31.  On the Saturday week before that she was in Leonora and saw the defendant.  The article mentioned in the complaint were in her possession on that date—they consisted of several article of clothing.  Two shirts she had received from Monaghan, the other two shirts and coat and vest from his son, to be cleaned.  This had been done on the Saturday, and she saw Monaghan, the defendant, to who she offered the washing.  He said he would get it some other time.  Monaghan, from who she rented the house, was there nearly every night.  On the Sunday she saw Monaghan again and offered him his clothes, but he would not take them because he was going back to work, he was working at the State battery at Leonora, about one and a half miles away.  On Monday, she saw him about midday, and said she was leaving Leonora.  He said he would get the clothes when he wanted them.  On Tuesday she did not see Monaghan, and she left Leonora by the train on Wednesday morning, leaving the clothes with Mrs O’Leary, her next-door neighbour, who undertook to deliver them.  The reason she did so was that she had not time to go out to the battery.  Witness came to Kalgoorlie, and on the following Monday was arrested at Piccadilly.  She was searched at the police station, and told the police where the articles were.  On the same date she was bailed out, to appear on Thursday morning at the Police Court.  She appeared in court, and was remanded pending the receipt of advice from Leonora.  On the following Saturday morning she was discharged.  Since then she had received no apology or offer of compensation from the defendant.  In connection with the charge she had paid her solicitor £2 12s.  As a result of the prosecution she had been ill; it had worried her to such an extent that if affected her heart, which was weak at all times.  She considered it a disgrace to have been imprisoned.  Witness had done nothing to lead Monaghan to have her arrested.  She did the washing to oblige Monaghan, and received no money from him.


By Mr Mayall: She had nothing to do with the payment of rent.  She was married to James Francis Quirk on July 4, 1900.  It was not a fact that on Monday and Tuesday before she came to Kalgoorlie she was intoxicated.  It was not a fact that she sold a box containing this clothing to Mrs O’Leary for 7s, also some tubs and a mat.  She did not know whether Mr St Vile owed money for rent.  She had done laundry work for three men in Leonora.  Mr S. Vile was a prospector, and gave her whatever she wanted for housekeeping.  Mr St Vile had sold out of Leonora, and was now in Kalgoorlie.  She acted as his housekeeper here.


Harold St Ville said that he remembered Mrs Quirk’s arrest.  On the Saturday week before that he remembered Mrs Quirk speaking to Monaghan about the clothes on Saturday, but he said he would not take them then.  On the Sunday night she again offered them, but he said he would not take them, as he had to go to work.  On the Monday she offered them again, but he said he could not them because he had some timber to cart.  The arrest had an unwanted effect on Mrs Quirk, and she ran about like a mad woman.			Cont’d





Continues:


By Mr Mayall: He went to Leonora about November.  It was not a fact that Monaghan had got him two jobs as the State battery.  He was a prospector, but got on crushing and no results while at Leonora.  He used to ride about on a bike, conveying a bag to hold his pick.  He believed Mrs Quirk sold the cupboard, but she had never got the money for it.  He believed that before she left Mrs Quirk sold the furniture, but as far as he could understand the money had never been paid.  He paid £2 17s 6d for the freight of the furniture from Coolgardie.  What Mrs Quirk sold realised 15s, but he had a lot of mining towns which he had sold previously.


Detective-Sergeant Walsh deposed that he had arrested Mrs Quirk on a warrant from Leonora.  Subsequently the charge was withdrawn.


This closed the case for the prosecution.


Patrick Monaghan, the defendant, said that he was a labourer employed at the State battery at Leonora.  Mr St Vile and the complainant had lived in one of his houses at Leonora.  It was his practice to give Mrs Quirk his washing to do, and now and again he gave her money.  Witness’ son was about 20 years of age.  Prior to the issue of this warrant, he had given Mrs Quirk certain clothing to wash.  On the Saturday she told him the washing was ready, but he said he did not want to take it then, as he had enough clean clothes.  He saw Mrs Quirk on Sunday and Monday, but no mention was made of the clothes.  On Wednesday afternoon he went into town to find the doors open and everything taken away.  From there he went to Mrs O’Leary’s and to Mrs Bishop, the next-door neighbors, but could not find his clothes.  He then went to the railway station, but could not fine out anything about them.  On his way back from the station he met a policeman, and subsequently had a warrant issued.  He thought he had reasonable cause for taking action, and had no malicious feelings against the plaintiff.  When he found the clothes, he withdrawn the warrant.  He had subpoenaed Mrs O’Leary, and had paid the conduct money required by the court, but he had heard she could not come because her baby was ill. 


By Mr Brown:  It was not a fact that Mrs O’Leary refused to come unless all her expenses were paid.  Mr O’Leary had pointed out that his wife only had enough to pay her fare down and in consequence witness said he would pay all expenses.  He had no grudge against Mrs Quirk or Mr St Ville.  It was not true that he was helplessly drunk on the Monday before Mrs Quirk left.  He had not got all the clothes yet—there were two shirts missing.  He certainly regretted the action he had taken; he regretted having had anything to do with them at all.  It never occurred to him to proceed for illegal detention.  He wanted to get back his property, on the advice of the police he issued a warrant.


Mr Mayall pointed out that Mrs O’Leary had not come, and if the R.M. thought her evidence was necessary there was nothing for him to do, but apply for an adjournment.


The R.M. said that he thought her evidence be necessary because the alleged sale of the property was an important point.


The hearing was adjourned till Thursday morning next.





The Evening Star Thursday April 14, 1910:


MALICIOUS PROSECUTION - VERDICT FOR PLAINTIFF


The case was adjourned to get the attendance of Mrs O’Leary from Leonora.  Mrs O’Leary gave evidence this morning to the effect that she had purchased a cupboard from Mrs Quirk, and after the latter had gone had found the clothes inside.


The R.M. said that he would find for the plaintiff, but did not think that very great damage had been sustained.  He would give a verdict for £5 5s with costs.  At the instance of Mr Brown, who appeared for the plaintiff £2 2s was allowed for solicitor’s costs.








West Australian (Perth) Saturday May 26, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – SICK AND WOUNDED


It is announced that the following sick and wounded soldiers will return to Western Australia at an early date.


J. Quirk											Article abridged





West Australian Monday June 11, 1917:


CONVALESCENT SOLDIERS


To the Editor.  Sir—In yesterday’s issue of your paper appears a letter complaining of the conditions of the Karrakatta camp, and the way returned men are treated there.  Surely the proper time and place for complaints, of the men think they have any, is on morning parade, when the men are asked by the O.C. (and he does this, to our knowledge) not only if they have any complaints to make but suggestions which, in their opinion would make things better for those coming after them.  Your correspondent says men are forced to sleep on the bare flooring of the huts, but omits the fact that the hospital provided beds equal to any in the city, and orderlies for those crippled or otherwise unable to look after themselves.  For the others, if they are too tired to fille the mattress issued to them or think the short stay in that camp does not warrant it—whose fault is that?  Do they expect orderlies to be appointed to do these things for them?  A lot of this grumbling or groaning, as it is caused, among the “Tommies” comes from men who have never had to rough it in the trenches at all.  


Contd.





continues


The base camp in France, and in very many instances one of the camps on Salisbury Plain, have been quite close enough to Fritz for them.  


In conclusion, we wish to take this opportunity to thank, not only the O.C., but also the sergeant-major and the other non-coms of the Karrakatta camp, for the kindness and treatment shown us during our stay there—Yours, etc.


	Sapper R. PRICE, Sapper J. PETERS, Sapper J. QUIRK, Sapper C.H. MATTHEWS


Of the 1st Australian Mining Corps.      June 9, 1917.





Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday July 10, 1929:


FUNERAL NOTICES


QUIRK—A.W.C., Mining Industry Branch—Members are requested to attend the funeral of their late comrade, James Quirk, Funeral to leave Soldiers’ Rest Room at 4 o’clock THIS DAY for the Boulder Cemetery—G. McKennay, Secretary.


QUIRK—The friends of Mr J. Houston and Mr and Mrs Buckingham are respectfully informed that the remains of their late beloved brother-in-law, James Quirk, will be removed from the Soldiers’ rest Room, Lane-street, at 4 o’clock THIS DAY (Wednesday) for interment in the Roman Catholic portion of the Boulder Cemetery. —I.W. Goss and Co., Undertakers, Boulder.


QUIRK—R.S.L. Boulder Sub-branch—Members of the above are requested to attend the funeral of their late comrade, Sapper James Quirk, of Tunnellers’ Co.  Funeral to leave the Rest Rooms Lane-street, at 4 o’clock THIS DAY (Wednesday)—V. O’Grady, Secretary.


QUIRK—Boulder Mines Band—Members of the above are requested to attend the funeral of the late James Quirk, brother-in-law of Bandsman J. Houston.  Cortege to leave Soldiers’ Rest Room at 4 o’clock THIS DAY.  Members meet at bandroom at 3.30, with instruments. —A. Rigg, Secretary.  





Westralian Worker (Perth) Friday July 19, 1929:


The death occurred in Boulder on Tuesday of last week of James Quirk.  He followed the occupation of a miner and worked for many years on the Golden Mile.  He was a member of the A.W.U. Mining Branch and the Boulder Branch R.S.L.  The late Mr Quirk had a wide circle of friends who will deplore his demise.  The deepest sympathy is extended to his bereaved relatives.





Western Mail (Perth) Thursday July 25, 1929:


THE WESTERN FRONT


James Quirk, on July 9 (late A.I.F.) and member Boulder sub-branch R.S.L.		Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday July 26, 1929:





RETURNED SOLDIERS’ LEAGUE- BOULDER SUB-BRANCH


On Tuesday, July 9, I was notified that a returned soldier, named James Quirk, had died at the Government Hospital, Kalgoorlie, and, although this man was not a member of the league, arrangements were at once made to have our late comrade in arms buried from the Rest Rooms.


The members of this branch deeply appreciated the kindness of the members of the Boulder Ban for their thoughtful act in marching to the cemetery and playing at the grave side of our departed comrade.  Special thanks are due to the secretary, Mr A. Riggs and to Mr J. Wallace, who sounded the “Last Post.”





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday August 9, 1929:





RETURNED SOLDIERS’ LEAGUE – BOULDER SUB-BRANCH


I have received a letter from the relatives of the late James Quirk, thanking the members of this branch and also the members of the Boulder Band for their kindness in connection with the burial of the above ex-soldier.





Listen Post (Perth) Friday August 23, 1929:





SUB-BRANCH NOTES – KIMBERLEY


Recently the Secretary was notified that a returned soldier, named James Quirk, had died in the Government Hospital, Kalgoorlie, after being an inmate for only 2 few hours, and although the ex-soldier was not a member of the League, and was practically unknown to any of the members, arrangements were at once made to have this late comrade in arms buried from the Rest Rooms.


The casket, resting on bearers and draped with a large Australian flag, was placed in the main hall.  The funeral left the Rest Rooms at 4 p.m., a large number of our members attending.  The members of this Sub-Branch deeply appreciated the kindness of the Boulder Band who turned out and marched at the head of the procession.  The hymn “nearer My God to Thee” was played at the graveside, and the “Last Post” was sounded by Mr J. Wallace.


Who said that the true Digger spirit is dead?





Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday July 9, 1930:


IN MEMORIAM


Quirk—In sad and loving memory of my dear husband, James Francis Quirk, who died Kalgoorlie Hospital the 9th day of July, 1929.


	One year has passed since that sad day.


	When my dear husband was called away


	God alone who thought it best,


	And took him to eternal rest.


	Calm and peaceful he is sleeping


	Sweetest rest that followed pain,	


We who loved him, sadly miss him,


	But trust to God to meet again.


—Inserted by his loving wife, Mena, Leonora.	





Western Argus Tuesday July 15, 1930:


IN MEMORIAM


QUIRK—In sad and loving memory of our dear brother-in-law, James Francis Quirk, who died Kalgoorlie the 9th day of July, 1920, loving husband of Mena, Leonora.


One of our brave defenders at rest.


—Inserted by his loving sisters-in-law, Mrs A. Flower and Mrs T. Robson, Subiaco.  





Views of Boulder New Cemetery, W.A.


Photos sourced from Myrasplace website





Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday July 9, 1930:


IN MEMORIAM


QUIRK—In sad and loving memory of our dear brother-in-law, James Francis Quirk, who died Kalgoorlie the 9th day of July, 1929, loving husband of Mena, Leonora.


	One of our brave defenders at rest.


—Inserted by his loving sisters-in-law, Mrs A. Flower and Mrs T. Robson, Subiaco.  


					








