SAPPER CORNELIUS QUINN
2400 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Cornelius Quinn was born in Glenvane, Ennis, County Clare, Ireland on 21 March, 1875 the son of a herdsman, Peter Quin and his wife May (nee Erwin/Irwin) residing at Crumlin.  He was baptised in Killonaghan Parish, Ballyvaughan, Co. Clare on 28 March, 1875.  He had three known brothers Patrick, John Joseph and Michael Quinn and they all came to the goldfields of Western Australia.
From 1903 to 1906 Cornelius was working as a labourer at Mornington Mill, Swan district and in 1910 was at Wellington Mill with the same occupation.  He left Dumbleyung in 1912 to work as a miner and lived at 17 Moran Street, Boulder.   Three years later he had moved to 94 Chaffers Street, Boulder.
At the recruiting depot at the Goldfields Senior Cadets Depot in Kalgoorlie on 22 January, 1916 the single forty-year-old machine miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination subject to his teeth being attended to.  Personal particulars taken show he was 180cms (5ft 11ins) tall with a chest measurement of 92-97cms (35-38ins).  Postal address was given as 45 Pirie Street, Boulder.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 76.3kgs (168kgs) with a medium complexion, poor eyesight in both eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his brother John Joseph Quinn of Kalamunda, W.A.
Acknowledgement to the new recruits and their send-off to camp near Perth was reported in the:


He signed at took the Oath of Enlistment at Blackboy Hill camp, near Perth on 10 February, 1916 and assigned to No. 3 Area for basic training.  On 1 March was allotted on stand-by to the Mining Corps to depart from Fremantle with the Corps but was not required and later sent to the Miners Reinforcements in training at Rosebery Park, Sydney joining on 25 March the 2nd Reinforcements, No. 3 Company, Miners Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2400.
The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.  On 25 June was attached to the No. 3 Company.
On 15 July, 1916 went sick to the 1st Field Ambulance (N.Y.D. not diagnosed yet) and sent to the Divisional Rest Station.   The next day moved to the No. 7 Casualty Clearing Station.  On 25 July was transferred to the No. 1 Convalescent Depot in Boulogne then to the 1st Aust Divisional Base Depot at Etaples for Base Details and re-joined his unit on 29 August, 1916.
He was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 30 September, 1916 and during the first days of October mining was vigorously carried out in the Red Lamp, Tillaloy, Fauquissart & Chapigny Sectors.
Went sick to the 72nd Field Ambulance suffering from mumps on 29 January, 1917 and progressing to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer remaining until 18 February and discharged to Base Details then returned to his unit the following day.
He received a package of Comfort Gifts from the ladies of Kalgoorlie and signed a Thank-you letter returned to them and re-printed in the:


On 1 April, 1917 went sick with pyrexia (fever) to the 73rd Field Ambulance and sent to the 1st Casualty Clearing Station.  On 6 April left by barge for the 7th General Hospital at St Omer diagnosed with lobar pneumonia.  On 17 April was conveyed from Boulogne to England on the hospital ship St Denis and admitted to the Ontario Military Hospital, Orpington for treatment of pneumonia.
Base Records advised his brother that Sapper had been admitted to the Ontario Hospital, Orpington, England on 18 April, 1917 suffering from pneumonia (mild).  His address for correspondence was also included. 

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:


Sapper was transferred on 25 June, 1917 to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield then discharged to furlough on 29 June and report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Weymouth.  Medical report from the 1st A.A.H. stated:

V.R. & V.F. diminished on right side – positively no adventitious sounds.  Transfer to Weymouth


Class B1b.

Marched in from Headquarters a day late and the following disciplinary action was taken:




Offence:
Monte Video 13/7/17 overstaying leave from 6 a.m. 13/7/17






to 6 p.m. 14/7/17




Award:

5 days CB [confined to barracks] by Capt. Stoney 17/7/17



Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay under R.W.

A medical report dated 15 July, 1917 at Weymouth Depot stated:

Pneumonia.  Very debilitated.  No sign in chest at present.  Aged 42.  Prob. Require Board but


try short time 19/9/17.  Caps under R. Seifuler.  Another week 24/4/17 cough improved.  Creps


cleared up P106. B1a2 [debility]


Some rhonchi (wheezing) still to be heard over left side of chest.  B2a.  On 3/8/17 Boarded C1.

On 28 July, 1917 marched out to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott and classified with B3 debility and again classed with C1 debility on August 2.  
He had appeared before the Medical Board at Hurdcott Depot on 31 July, 1917 and his Statement of Case reads:


Date and place of debility:
1/4/17 at Noeux-les-mines, France



Essential facts:
Got pneumonia while in trenches after being 10 weeks in firing line.






His recovery has been slow.  There are still signs in chest at times.






(a) infection






(b) active military service



Present condition:
He looks very emaciated and debilitated.  There are no signed in chest






at present.



Decay of teeth:
No dental



Recommendation:
change to England






31/7/17



Board findings:
Active service.  Climate.  Age a predisposing factor.



Minimum duration:
6 months


Findings:

Permanently unfit for general service but fit for home service






1/8/17



Board findings:
permanently unfit for general service but fit for home service






21/9/17

As a result marched in to the Pioneer Training Battalion at Fovant on 14 August then left for No. 5 Group Headquarters the same day.  Was reclassified on four days later as C1 debility.
A few weeks later marched out to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 14 September until sent to the P. Sub-Depot at Parkhouse on September, 25.  On 24 October left for the No. 4 Command Depot at Codford until 2 November, 1917 then attached for duty with guard at Headquarters Depots at Tidworth remaining until 11 December, 1917.  The following day was returned to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded on his return to Australia.
“On 1/2/18 the following embarked for Australia:-

962 Spr  Cross, H.

988    “    Daily, L.

                                    
1114   “    O’Dea, T.F.




2400   “    Quinn, C.




3592   “    Burns, J.”
Sapper Quinn embarked for discharge in Australia due to debility on 1 February, 1918 on board H.T. Balmoral Castle.  His berth for the voyage was a hammock.  Base Records would have advised his brother he was returning home.  His name was listed as a returning soldier in the:

During the voyage he was admitted to the ship’s hospital on 12 February, 1918 due to influenza causing a febrile attack and returned to duty on February 15.
The transport docked at Fremantle (5th M.D.) on 18 March, 1918 and he was admitted to the No. 8 Aust General Hospital there the same day where he remained until discharged on 25 April, 1918.  His medical report stated:


Fibrosis of lungs.  General Debility.  Still weak and dyspnoea on exertion (breathlessness).



About one stone below normal weight.  Slight cough.  No sputum at present.  Tongue clear.


D.P.U.   Incapacity 2/3rds for six weeks.



Final board approved 26/4/18 (5th Military District)

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 9 May, 1918 as medically unfit – debility – Fibrosis of lungs and general debility.

Cornelius Quinn, late of Maylands, passed away on 18 January, 1924 aged 48 years.  Arrangements were published in the: 


The following was placed in the Bereavement Notices published in the:


Further announcement of his demise was reported in the:

His grave is located in the Catholic portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section DA in gravesite no. 184.

There is no headstone.
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Kalgoorlie Western Argus Tuesday January 25, 1916:


AUSTRALIA AND THE WAR


GREAT PUBLIC INTEREST


Some three thousand people were at the Kalgoorlie station yesterday afternoon and saw the departure of 97 recruits for Blackboy Camp, 52 of whom were from Boulder.


The number was somewhat below anticipations.  It was none the less interesting however, because it was the biggest party that has left Kalgoorlie for several months.


There was no meeting or official function in Kalgoorlie.  Few of the men even joined in the procession of some fifty members of the Citizens’ Defence Corps, who, headed by the Viceregal Band, marched from the Palace Hotel corner.  They were the signal to set a big crown—men, women and children—streaming off towards the station. With them—among their relatives and friends—most of the recruits went also.  The Kalgoorlie Caledonian Society followed with banner waving and pipes skirling.  They found the station packed, the Boulder trains had brought hundreds, and the platform could not accommodate all.  People overflowed into the yards and for quite a distance down the track waiting in whatever shade was available for a last look at the second division of the express which held recruits.  It needed a struggle to enter the train from the platform side.  Lust songs and band music were the dominant sounds but it was not hard to find the pathetic scenes in the jostling crowd.  The Pipers’ Band got down among the rails and points, and played energetically.  The men of the C.D.C. were forced to debouch to the same ground in order to farewell three of their comrades with handshakes all round and “Auld Lang Syne.”


To look back after the train had gone was to see the yard, platform, and overhead bridge swarming with people.


KALGOORLIE


At Kalgoorlie the latest recruits are: E. Bird, H.T. Blinman, J.J. Boya, C. Quinn E.F. Rehm, A Brockley, B. Thornton, R. Gee, J.G. McAllanney making 288 accepted so far for the month, which, with 158 for December and 126 from Boulder, is calculated to make up over half a battalion of goldfields men, if such a scheme were approved.





Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday February 13, 1917:


GIFTS FOR THE SOLDIERS


Sapper J. Back, writing from France on Nov 5 to Mrs R.M. Jordan, secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, says — “I have much pleasure in writing you a few lines on behalf of the men in my section, for the kindness bestowed on us by yourself, and the Women’s Club of Kalgoorlie and Boulder, in sending us a packet containing cigarettes, tobacco, socks, mittens, etc.  We all enjoy a good smoke, coming as it does all the way from the West and we give great credit to you one and all.  Our company has been very lucky up to the present, and I hope it will continue so, that we may be able to come back and thank you personally.  Excuse this short note of thanks; I am a poor one with the pencil or pen, for this is not in a soldier’s line.  But for all that, our hearts are all back there with you.  So now I will conclude by sending our best of wishes and the compliments of the season to you all.”


The undersigned signatures of soldiers who received gifts were attached — C. Quinn	             Article abridged











West Australian (Perth) Tuesday May 15, 1917:


WESTERN AUSTRALIA – ROLL OF HONOUR


ILL


Sapper C. Quinn (Kalamunda)								Article abridged





Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday March 19, 1918:


SICK AND WOUNDED SOLDIERS – RETURNING TO AUSTRALIA


Perth, March 12


The following have been listed for return to Australis, and are now en route:


Spr. C. Quinn										


Article abridged





Daily News (Perth) Friday January 18, 1924 and West Australian Saturday January 19, 1924:


FUNERAL NOTICES


QUINN—The Friends of the late Mr CORNELIUS QUINN, late of 78 Crawford-road, Maylands, formerly Sapper 3rd Tunnellers A.I.F, are respectfully invited to follow his remains to place of interment, the Roman Catholic portion of the Karrakatta Cemetery.  The funeral is appointed to leave the private mortuary of Messrs Donald J. Chipper and Son, 844 Hay-street Perth, at 1.45 o’clock TOMORROW (Saturday) AFTERNOON.  Friends wishing to attend the Funeral may proceed by the 2.5 o’clock train from Perth.


DONALD J. CHIPPER and SON, Funeral Directors.





West Australian Wednesday January 23, 1924:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


Mr and Mrs P. Quinn wish to convey their heartfelt THANKS to Mrs Rose and their many kind friends for their kindness and untiring attention to their dear brother Con.





Western Mail (Perth) Thursday January 24, 1924:


ANNOUNCEMENTS – DEATHS


QUINN—On January 18, Cornelius Quinn, of Maylands and formerly Sapper, 3rd Tunnellers, A.I.F., the beloved brother of Patrick Quinn, Wagin, and the late Michael Quinn, Kalamunda.








