SAPPER ALEXANDER PRINGLE M.M.
245 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Bundamba, near Ipswich, Queensland was the birthplace of Alexander Pringle on 2 June, 1891 the son of George and Jean (Jeanie nee McLean) Pringle.  In 1915 he was working as a miner residing at Perrott’s Hill, Bundamba.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 15 September, 1915 the single twenty-four-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 161cms (5ft 3½ins) tall, weighing 54kgs (119lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-92cms (34½-36ins) and had a dark complexion with poor sight in one eye and very poor vision in the other and his hair was dark.  Protestant was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Jane Pringle of Bundamba, Qld.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.

Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the Mining Corps (1st Military District) until 28 October, 1915 when sent to join other recruits from across the country at Casula Camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales to complete training as a corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 245 in No. 1 Company.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.
Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  
The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 24 December, 1916.  The Company was working at Poperinghe, Belgium on the underground mining system at Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59).
On 26 December, 1916 he went to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station suffering from gas poisoning and moved on 1 January, 1917 to the 13th General Hospital in Boulogne.  Three days later on 4 January was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.27 to Havre and the next day invalided to England on the hospital ship Carisbrook Castle being admitted to the Princess Christian Hospital in Weymouth for treatment of gas poisoning.
A Telegram from Base Records advised the following:
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Further news from Base Records was received and shared in the:
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Sapper marched out of the Military Hospital on 17 February, 1917 to the No. 2 Command Depot, Weymouth where he remained.  On 30 March went sick to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital in Bulford suffering from a social disease and after 43 days curative care was discharged on 10 May to the depot.  On 10 June marched out to the drafting depot at Perham Downs then on to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill.  
Proceeded to France from Southampton on 9 July, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles a day later.  He went sick the next day and sent to Havre entering the 39th General Hospital for treatment of a social disease and returned after 53 days treatment back to the A.G.B.D. on 1 September, 1917.  Left for his unit on 9 September arriving two days later.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Sapper was wounded in action for the second occasion from a mustard gas shell attack on 14 March, 1918 and admitted to the 49th Field Ambulance.

The Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company reported the following for that day as follows:

“Dranoutre
March 14th 1918
Crater N No. 2 commenced by 2 stairways.  Completed 1st stairs at Waratah House. Gallery commenced at foot of stairs.  Kit Kat relieving shift went back to H.Q. camp as gas is still hanging about.  Dug Out & shell holes on surface.”
Captain O.H. Woodward was also with the 1st Tunnelling Company and wrote the following extract in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War for that time:
“Matters at Anzac and Muhle went along smoothly until 13th March, when the incoming shift struck a heavy Mustard Gas bombardment coming up the Potijze-Zonnebeke Road, and as a result 50 men were evacuated.  They presented a distressing sight and one’s blood boiled at the thought of this implement of War.  Fortunately the Gas masks prevented the men breathing the gas so that the trouble was confined to blisters on exposed skin.”
Mrs J. Pringle was advised by Base Records with the following Telegram:


He signed a Letter of Appreciation from the front to the Premier of Queensland which was published in the:

On 17 March, 1918 was moved to the 1 /2 West Riding Field Ambulance then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.28 to Etaples being admitted to the 24th General Hospital for further treatment.  The hospital ship Stad Antwerpen took him to England on March 25 and entered the Birmingham War Hospital at Rednal the next day.  On 1 April was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on April 11 then discharged to furlough on 15 April and report to the No. 4 Command Depot, Hurdcott on April 29. 
Updates to his family on his recovery from Base Records were shared in the:

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List No. 389 in the:


He went sick on 29 April to the Group Hospital with Influenza returning to Hurdcott Depot on 30 May, 1918.  

Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
Hurdcott 2/7/18 AWL from 10 p.m. 2/7/18 to 11.15 a.m. 5/7/18


Award:

4 days Field Punishment No. 2 by Lt-Col F.S. Woods


Total forfeiture:
8 day’s pay   8/7/18

Marched out on 23 July to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded to France on 17 August, 1918 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the following day and left on 25 August to join his unit arriving two days later.
On 11 September, 1918 went sick to the 11 Aust Field Ambulance with diarrhoea and transferred to the 53rd Casualty Clearing Station and discharged to duty on 15 September.

Sapper Pringle was recommended for a Military Medal on 6 October, 1918 with the citation as follows:


Corps Troops








Australian

        1st Australian Tunnelling Company, A.I.F.
245 Sapper Alexander PRINGLE


C.R.E., Corps Troops, Australian Corps.   Military Medal

On 29th September, 1918 at BONY, Sapper PRINGLE was one of a party searching for booby traps

and road mines on forward roads, following close behind attacking Infantry.  On the attack being

held up he volunteered as runner and for the greater past of the day carried messages up and down

under heavy shell and machine gun fire for both Tunnelling and Pioneer officers.

During the afternoon he also organised a party of American infantry and helped feed a battery with

ammunition until the guns were forced out of action by enemy fire.  He showed great courage and

disregard of personal danger.







Lieut. Colonel A. Williams







C.R.E. Corps Troops, Australian Corps &







Acting Chief Engineer, Australian Corps.

Was advised that he had been awarded the Military Medal for bravery on 29 September, 1918 by the IX Corps shortly after.

When Peace was declared he was with his unit and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Depot and left there on February 24 crossing to England and marching into the No. 3 Camp at Parkhouse a day later.  Marched out to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp on 20 March to await their voyage home.

At the Blackfriars Manse at Dennistoun, Glasgow, Scotland on 29 March, 1919 Alexander (27) single bachelor soldier and coal miner and Mary Mirk (24), public baths office clerk, were married after banns by Rev. D.F. Liddle, minister, according to the rites of the Established Church of Scotland.
She became his next-of-kin with her address 175 Duke Street, Dennistoun, Glasgow, Scotland.
Accompanied by his wife, Sapper Pringle embarked for Australia on board H.T. Indarra on 12 July, 1919.  Base Records advised his mother on 1 August that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 8 September with their arrival reported in the:

The Queenslanders boarded a special train for Brisbane (1st M.D.) arriving on September 10 to a welcome at Central Station.  News of their arrival was published in the: 

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 6 Aust General Hospital at Kangaroo Point the same day and his Statement of Case reads:



Gassed, does not affect him now.  No disability.   (Sgd.) A. Pringle.



Other disabilities existing – none



Recommendation:
Demobilise



Approved: 11/9/19

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 2 November, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (12199) and the Victory Medal (12040) were also issued to wear to Sapper 245 Alexander Pringle, 1st Tunnelling Company.
Base Records advised his mother on 21 November, 1919 in forwarding a copy of the extract from the Fourth Supplement No. 31405 to the London Gazette dated 17 June, 1919, relating to conspicuous services rendered by the undermentioned member of the Australian Imperial Forces.

AWARDED MILITARY CROSS

HIS MAJESTY THE KING has been graciously pleased to approve of the award of the Military Medal for

bravery in the field to the undermentioned:

No. 245 SAPPER A. PRINGLE

They also advised that this had been promulgated in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 115 dated 10 October, 1919.
A welcome home to Bundamba and presentation of medals was given to three returned soldiers on 14 February, 1920 and reported in the:  

The Military Medal was forwarded on 16 January, 1920 to the Commandant 1st Military District for presentation to the soldier.

Their address in 1921 was England Street, New Pocket and he worked as an attendant.  In 1929 they were at Gowanllea, Salisbury Street, Ipswich later being numbered to 12 Salisbury Street, and was a warder, where they remained. 
During World War II he re-enlisted with the Australian Army on 30 April, 1942 at Ipswich with the Volunteer Defence Corps.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife, Mary Pringle.   His service number was Q227686 and was discharged on 22 October, 1945 as Lieutenant of the 9th Battalion Defence Corps, Qld.
Alexander Pringle passed away on 1 July, 1947 aged 56 years.  Arrangements were placed in the:


Interment took place in the Presbyterian New portion of the Ipswich General Cemetery within section C, row 4 in grave no. 131.
Business arising from his Estate was advertised in the:


His service is commemorated on the Bundamba War Memorial.

Mrs Mary Pringle passed away in Gympie, Qld on 18 May, 1983 and buried in the Gympie Cemetery.

Their son Alexander Love Pringle (born 5 April, 1921) enlisted with the Royal Australian Navy on 15 March, 1940 in Brisbane giving next-of-kin as Josephine.  His rank was Elect Mate (LTO) and served during World War II and beyond being discharged on 14 March, 1952 from HMAS Moreton.
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Queensland Times (Ipswich) Thursday September 9, 1915:


LOCAL RECRUITING


The local recruiting medical inspector (Dr M. Patterson) reported that he received six applications for enlistment yesterday, and was able to pass five of them—Victor L. Kennett, Geo. R. Skinner, Alex. Pringle, Rody Kenneally and William B. Kent.





R.M.								MRS J. PRINGLE


									BUNDAMBA VIA IPSWICH Q


	REGRET REPORTED SON PRIVATE ALEXANDER PRINGLE ADMITTED 6TH JANUARY PRINCESS


	CHRISTIAN HOSPITAL GAS POISONING WILL PROMPTLY ADVISE IF ANYTHING 


FURTHER RECEIVED


							BASE RECORDS


							       19/1/17





Queensland Times Tuesday January 30, 1917:


MILITARY NEWS


Mr. George Pringle, Bundamba, received a cable on Wednesday last, from her son, Pte Alex. Pringle, stating that he was in the Weymouth Hospital, England, but was not seriously incapacitated from the effect of the gas poisoning.





GW							BUNDAMBA VIA IPSWICH QLD


								MRS J. PRINGLE


	REPORTED SAPPER ALEXANDER PRINGLE WOUNDED EFFECTS OF GAS


							BASE RECORDS


						  	     30/3/18





Daily Standard Tuesday April 30, 1918:


SOLDIERS’ TRIBUTE – LABOR GOVERNMENT APPRECIATED – PRE-ELECTION LETTER


The following letter has been received by the Premier (Mr T.F. Ryan):


“We, the undersigned members of the A.I.F. and electors of Queensland, wish to tender you our sincere congratulations on the able and statesmanlike manner in which you and your party have conducted the affairs of the State during your term of office.  We sincerely trust that the people of Queensland will continue in supporting your Government, and that you shall ever retain their confidence and goodwill.


“Your conduct towards the Returned Soldiers Settlement Scheme is welcomed by us, and particularly so when we know of the obstacles which have been placed in your path by what is known to us as the “Reichstag of Queensland’—the Upper House.


“At the next general election, we hope that there will be another referendum to decide the fate of this House which has long been a serious obstacle to the placing of democratic reform on the Statute Books of Queensland.


“We are confident that your party has proved by deeds, and not by words, how beneficial a real Labor party can be to the State in which it administers, and we heartily wish you every success in your work and administration.  Assuring you of our heartfelt support and co-operation, —We are, dear Sir, sincerely yours.


Sapper J.P. Hoare, Gympie, Queensland; W.H. Nolan, Warrego, Queensland; J. Passmore, Keppel, Queensland; H.E. Howard, Normanby, Queensland; J. Fitzgerald, Brisbane, Queensland; A.P. Lloyd, Keppel, Queensland; C. Cutherbertson, Bremer, Queensland; P.F. Murphy, Mackay; E.H. Pridmore, Flinders; M. Byrne, Paddington; Thos, Kerr, Wide Bay; V.F. Bird, Kennedy; Sapper W. Mercer, Gympie; Sapper H.H. Fraser, Cooroora; Sapper W.N. Fraser, Cooroora; Pat Kelly, Belonne; P. M’Hugh, Herbert; H.T. M’Mullen, Emerald; A. Fletcher, Aubigny; A.F. Laing, Gympie; E. Sheehy, Cloncurry; E. Jones, Cooroora; W.C. Thorpe, Warrego; J. Johnstone, Mt Morgan; W. Johnstone, Mt Morgan; J. Madders, Normanby; T, Madders, Normanby; D.G. Madders, Normanby; J. Scott, Normanby; T. Wallace, Mt Morgan; E.M. Sabine, Moreton; A. Kelly, Moreton; A. Pringle, Moreton; W. M’Elliott, Mt Morgan; Corporal T. Machon, Oxley; P. Millican, Ch. Towers; P. Cannavan, Herbert; E.J.W. Ranger, Mt Morgan; D.M. Donald, Warrego; S. Surosov, Toowoomba; W.F. Priest, Rockhampton; C.M. Julius, Rockhampton; D. Carter, Rockhampton; J.W Creamer, North Rockhampton, W.J. Waldby, Townsville; W. Meredith, The Valley, Brisbane; T. Well, Ipswich; R. Sells, Cook; G. Mudie, Aubigny; S.A. Stephens, Burke;J.E. Rimmer, Balonne; F.H. Ford, Charters Towers; J. Brown, Kennedy; A.J. Taylor, Mount Morgan; J.W. McDonough, Cook; H. Ove, Rockhampton; J.T. Todman, Rockhampton; J. Smith, Brisbane;W.J. Warren, Mount Morgan; O.C. Stephens, Brisbane; J. Brown, Mackay; F. Lancaster, Brisbane; T.J. Malkin, Bremer; T. Fulton, Wide Bay; R.M. Steel, Bremer; T.B. Kendall, Bremer; W.M. Grant, Mitchell; A. Ferguson, Herbert; W. Lally, Cooroora; W. Davis, Charters Towers; A.E. Manly, Aubigny.


	Members of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company, B.E.F., France.		February 15, 1918.


											





Queensland Times Thursday April 4, 1918:


MILITARY ITEMS


Mr and Mrs G. Pringle, of Bundamba, have been advised by military authorities that their son Sapper Alexander Pringle has been wounded and suffering the effect of gas.





Queensland Times Tuesday April 16, 1918:


SAPPER A. PRINGLE


Mr and Mrs G. Pringle, Bundamba, have been advised by the military authorities that their son, Sapper A. Pringle, has been admitted into the Birmingham War Hospital, suffering from the effects of gas.





Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday, April 20, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR – 389th LIST – THE QUEENLAND NAMES


Casualty List No. 389 was released from the Censor’s office yesterday morning.  It contains the names of the following Queenslanders.


Spr. Alex. Pringle, Bundamba (gas, prev. rep. ill).					Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday September 9, 1919:


THE INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The reception which is being accorded the oversea brides is now of the most cordial nature where hitherto it was not.  The new arrivals have shown themselves to be of a very acceptable type, and compliments are usually free among spectators concerning the good judgement which the Diggers have exercised in their selection of wives abroad.  The women and children who landed yesterday afternoon from the Indarra were cheerful, well dressed and healthy, and they had cordial reception.


The Indarra left Tilbury on July 12, with 1057 passengers, of whom 520 were soldier’s wives and children. At Fremantle port 59 men, women and children were landed, at Adelaide 115, Melbourne 322 (including Tasmanians) and at Sydney 558 (including Queenslanders) and their wives and children.  Major Wilkinson was the officer commanding the troops on board, and the adjutant was Lieut. A.G. Munro, of the Australian Flying Corps, (W.A.).   The passengers had a splendid voyage, and there were no complaints.





The Brisbane Courier Thursday September 11, 1919:


WELCOMED HOME – INDARRA AND PRINZ LUDWIG – CONTINGENTS 


The returned soldiers who had travelled to Australia by the transport Indarra, and the balance of those who had arrived by the Prinz Lugwig (the major portion of the returnees by the Prinz Ludwig having arrived in Brisbane on Tuesday evening), reached the Central Station by special train at 3.40 p.m. yesterday.  There were the customary cordial demonstrations of welcome at the station.  The District Guard was on parade, under Major Piers-Blundell (31st Battalion),


And while the returned soldiers dis-entrained, the band of the Australian Reserve rendered selections.  The Returned Soldiers’ Transport Corps had motor vehicles in attendance, and in these the retuned soldiers were conveyed through cheering street crowds to the Military Hospital at Kangaroo Point.  There an official welcome home was tendered by the Mayor, of Brisbane (Alderman C.P. Buchanan) and the Mayoress, and by the State Commandant (Brigadier-General Irving).  The returned soldiers who arrived yesterday totalled three officers and 101 other ranks.  Of these two officers and 78 other ranks had been passengers by the Indarra, and one officer and 23 other ranks by the Prinz Ludwig.  Furthermore, a number of soldiers’ wives and children arrived—75 women and 27 children from the Indarra, and 21 women and five children by the Prinz Ludwig, the joint complete being 96 wives and 32 children.  The train was in charge of Captain A.G. Young (12th A.F.A.B.)  At the Kangaroo Point Military Hospital refreshments were provided by the ladies of the Red Cross Kitchen.   	


										Article abridged





Queensland Times Wednesday February 25, 1920:


BUNDAMBA SOLDIERS WELCOMED


A welcome home (writes our correspondent) was given to Spr. A.F. Auld, Pte A. Pringle, M.M. and Pte T. Donnelly, in the G.U.O.O.F. Hall on the 14th instant, Mr D. A. Gledson, M.L.A. presided and an apology was tendered on behalf of Mrs Gledson.  The presentation of gold medals to each of the returnees was made by Mr Gledson, and the soldiers suitably responded. Dancing was supervised by Mr P. Hamilton, and music was supplied by Mrs Ewald (piano) and Miss Cain (violin).  Extras were played by Miss Page.  During the evening a fancy work cushion was drawn for, and was won by Miss Annie Kilpatrick.  The medals came from the establishment of Mr W. Pratt, of Ipswich. Refreshments were dispensed by the ladies’ committee of the Bundamba Patriotic League.





Queensland Times Wednesday July 2, 1947:


FUNERAL NOTICES


PRINGLE—The relatives and friend of Mrs A. PRINGLE and FAMILY, of 21 Salisbury-road, are invited to attend the Funeral of her beloved husband and their father and father-in-law (ALEXANDER PRINGLE); to leave the Funeral Parlour, Nicholas-street, at 11 o’clock THIS (WEDNESDAY) MORNING, for the Ipswich Cemetery.


J. & H. REED





Queensland Times Wednesday July 2, 1947:


PRINGLE—R.S.S.A.I.L.A. SANDY GALLOP SUB-BRANCH—The members of the above Sub-Branch are requested to attend the Funeral of their late comrade (ALEXANDER PRINGLE), to leave Reed’s Funeral Parlour at 11 a.m. THIS WEDNESDAY, for the Ipswich Cemetery.





Queensland Times Monday August 18, 1947:


TRANSMISSION BY DEATH


Deceased—ALEXANDER PRINGLE, late of 21 Salisbury-road, Ipswich, Male Nurse.


Applicant—MARY MIRK PRINGLE, of 21 Salisbury-road, lawful Widow of the said deceased, who died intestate.


Solicitors—WALKER & WALKER, Bell-street, Ipswich.





Brisbane Telegraph Monday April 26, 1948:


GOVERNMENT NOTICES – TRANSMISSION BY DEATH


(a) alexander pringle, LATE OF IPSWICH. (b) 1st July, 1947; (c) place, widow of deceased. (d) Suburban allot 6 sec. 98. parish Ipswich € Fee-simple (f) Letters of Administration.





War Memorial at Bundamba, Q


Photos sourced from Monument Register Qld website








