SAPPER THOMAS MARTIN PRINCE
3828 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Thomas Martin Prince was born in Golden Square, near Bendigo in 1890 the son of Thomas and Eliza Jane (nee Prichard) Prince.  In 1901 he was a witness in a Court case which was reported in the:
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At the recruiting depot in Bendigo on 9 February, 1916 the twenty-five-year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 180cms (6ft 1ins) tall, weighing 71kgs (157lbs) with a chest expansion of 90-97cms (35½-38ins) and a dark complexion with brown eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his right arm.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Adelaide Prince of Larritt Street, Bendigo and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their child.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.
Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the 16th Depot Battalion until 1 March, 1916 being allotted to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne.
The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  

The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3828 in No. 5 Tunnelling Company was assigned to him.  

He was photographed with other members of the No. 5 Tunnelling Company from Bendigo with their Commanding Officer which was published in the Bendigo Advertiser on Saturday 27 May, 1916 and The Bendigonian issue of 1 June, 1916.
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The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.  Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.
The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 29 September Sapper was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company.

On 1 February, 1917 Mrs Prince changed her address with Base Records to “Elizabeth” 265 Station Road, North Carlton.  A few months later she re-advised of her move from North Carlton to Lazarus Street, Golden Square, Vic.  These were acknowledged by Records on their returned printed cards on February 2 and May 9, 1917.

His service continued without incident until 6 June, 1917 when he was initially reported missing in action but changed the next day to wounded in action suffering a gunshot to his left arm and taken to the 69th Field Ambulance.  
Was moved to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station a day later then taken on Ambulance Train no.30 to Etaples and admitted to the 26th General Hospital.
On 17 June, 1917 was conveyed from Boulogne to England on the hospital ship Princess Elizabeth entering the Horton County of London hospital for further treatment of his left arm.  
Base Records regretted to advise his wife at Golden Square on 18 June, 1917 that he had been reported wounded.  This news was shared in the:
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Mrs Prince wrote to Base Records from Lazarus Street, Golden Square on 26 June, 1917 to kindly be let know any further reports concerning her husband as to the nature of his wounds and the hospital that he was in.

A reply from Base Records dated July 2 stated that the cabled report of casualty in connection with her husband contained nothing further than the brief intimation that he had been wounded.  It was not stated to be serious and the absence of any further reports may be accepted as indicative of satisfactory progress.  The practise of the overseas authorities being to notify their office of any serious change in a soldier’s condition.  Letters addressed as given would be forwarded to wherever he may be located at date of their arrival.  

Mrs Prince received further news from Base Records on 3 July, 1917 that it was reported her husband had been admitted to the Horton County of London War Hospital, Epsom, England on 17/6/17 suffering from gunshot wound left arm (severe).  His address was included for correspondence.  This was reported in the:
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His name was among those wounded appearing in the Casualty List published in the:
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The following photo appeared in the Bendigo Independent on 10 July, 1917 and the news was in the:

Further information was imparted by Base Records on 21 July, 1917 that her husband was improving and again on 4 August they notified he was progressing favourably.  
The news was made public in the:

On 21 September Sapper was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield until discharged to furlough on September 28 and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 12 October, 1917.  He marched in as ordered from Headquarters.

Further information was sent to his wife from Base Records on 1st October, 1917 he was improving and on 5 October their news was he was now convalescent.

Sapper Prince embarked for Australia on 30 January, 1918 due to gunshot wound left arm on the H.T. Euripides.  Base Records advised his wife on 18 February, 1918 he was returning home.  News of their impending arrival was announced in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 21 March, 1918 and he was admitted to the 11th Aust General Hospital at Caulfield the same day.   On 16 April, 1918 appeared before the Medical Board and found to be medically unfit and confirmed to be permanently unfit for general service due to gunshot wound to his arm.
His mother also shared the news that her son Private Percy Prince had also been wounded and Sapper Prince was recovering in the Melbourne military hospital which appeared in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 1 May, 1918 as medically unfit.
He wrote to Base Records on 21 June, 1918 from 12 Garfield Street, Fitzroy asking if they would kindly send him the date he was admitted to hospital in England and the date of his discharge from Caulfield Hospital, Melbourne.  Base Records prepared a Statement of his Service for him from when he was wounded in action to the date of discharge from the A.I.F. on 24 June, 1918.
In the 1919 Electoral Roll he was living at 103 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy.

For service for his country Sapper 3828 Thomas Martin Prince, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (45504) and the Victory Medal (44731).
The War Medal was collected in Bendigo by him on 12 July, 1921 and the Victory Medal was returned to Base Records unclaimed on 10 May, 1923.   A letter was written to him on 24 January, 1924 to 12 Garfield Street, Fitzroy.  He finally collected his medal from Base Records on 25 April, 1927.
He was listed in 1922 at Larritt Street, Bendigo with no occupation.

The following was reported in the:


Copies of his service records were requested from Base Records by the Repatriation Commission in Melbourne and forwarded to them on 6 July, 1927.  He was working as a labourer in 1928 and lived at 108 Munday Street, Bendigo.  By 1931 his address was given as Waterloo Hotel, Bridge Street, Bendigo.

He was living in Port Melbourne in 1934 at 316 Bay Street, with the occupation of labourer and later was listed as a hotel employee at Chequers Inn Hotel of the same address.
A further request for service record copies from Base Records was sent by the Repatriation Commission in Melbourne on 4 October, 1938 but were advised these had been sent to them on 6 July, 1937.
Thomas Martin Prince passed away on 7 July, 1949 aged 59 years.  

Announcement was placed in the:

Interment took place in the Presbyterian portion F of Fawkner Cemetery in grave no. 1384.
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were sent on 27 September, 1949.

His brother also served.

PRIVATE PERCY LENNON PRINCE
2474 – 60th Battalion

Percy Lennox Prince was born on 28 January, 1894 in Bendigo, Victoria the son of Thomas and Eliza Jane (nee Pritchard) Prince.  
He became a labourer employed at H.M. Leggo and Co, a large local manufacturing business of condiments, preserves and canned foods, salt manufacturer and general merchants.  


Military experience was from five years with the Volunteer Citizens Forces.  He had previously been rejected for service due to defective teeth.
At the recruiting depot in Bendigo, the twenty-two-year-old single labourer enlisted for active service abroad and passed the medical examination on 10 June, 1916.  Personal particulars show he was 176cms (5ft 11ins) tall, weighed 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 80-88cms (31½-34½ins) with a dark complexion, brown eyes testing to good vision and black hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars from infancy.  Methodist was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Thomas Prince of Larritt Street, Bendigo, Vic.
Basic training commenced at Castlemaine with the 20th Depot Battalion on 26 June, 1916 until 11 July when moved to Bendigo joining C. Coy, 38th Depot Battalion to August 10 and transferred to the 5th Reinforcements to the 60th Battalion there.  His rank was Private with the regimental number 2474.
The Reinforcements embarked from Melbourne on 25 September, 1916 arriving at Plymouth, England on 11 November marching into the 15th Training Battalion at Hurdcott ten days later.  
Proceeded to France on 30 December, 1916 on the transport Princess Clementine from Folkstone and were taken on strength with the 60th Battalion on 17 February, 1917.
He suffered sickness during April, 1917 and trench fever in September which invalided him to England on 27 September entering the Red Cross Hospital, Christchurch the next day.  From there was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on 29 October with debility and then to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth a month later.

On New Year’s Day 1918 was sent to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill and proceeded to France on 23 January arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Havre and re-joined his unit.
Was wounded in action on 25 March, 1918 by a gunshot wound to this right leg and after time recuperating at Calais, Ecault, Boulogne and Havre re-joined his unit on 11 May, 1918.

News of his wounding was published in the:


Spent time at the 4th Army Rest Camp from 15 August, 1918 and on his return was transferred to the 59th Battalion on 25 September, 1918.  Four days later was wounded in action for the second occasion by a gunshot wound to the left leg and taken to the 72nd General Hospital at Tronville and was there when Peace was declared.  
His mother was again notified by Base Records of his wounding and news was reported in the:

Transferred to England on the hospital ship St Patrick on 10 December to the War Hospital at Exeter then granted furlough and report on 4 January, 1919 to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott.  Was promoted to Temporary Corporal on permanent cadre at No. 5 Group, Tidworth on 29 April, 1919.  Further promotion to be E.D. Corporal (extra duty) took place on May 1.  Marched out on 13 August, 1919 to No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth for return to Australia.

After demobilisation E.D. Corporal embarked for Australia on 8 October, 1919 on board H.T. Devon.  Base Records advised his mother on 25 October he was on his way home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 27 November, 1919. News of their arrival was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 11 January, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.
The British War Medal (54048) and the Victory Medal (52827) were issued to E.D. Corporal, Percy Lennon Prince, 59th Battalion for serving his country.

He married in 1922 to Gladys Robina Symes and were residing at 23 George Street, Fitzroy after becoming a police constable on 6 July.  In 1924 they were at Casey Street, Bendigo and a year later at 105 Neale Street, Bendigo working as a railway employee.

In 1931 he was a warder and their residence was at 33 George Street, Coburg where they remained.

Percy Lennox Prince died on 22 July, 1958 at Coburg, Vic aged 63 years.  Cremation took place at Fawkner Crematorium and his ashes were collected from there.

His service is commemorated at the Queensland Garden of Remembrance, Pinnaroo Cemetery, Bridgeman Downs on Wall 8, Row O.
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Bendigo Independent Friday January 18, 1901:


CITY POLICE COURT


Edward Collins (15), Henry Watts (17) and Charles Watts (12) on bail, were charged with attempting to break into the store of Jemos Ah Teng, in View Street, on the 10th inst.  Detective Wilson stated that Ah Teng locked the store at 2 p.m. on the previous Thursday, and on returning at 4.30 saw Harry Watt standing near the shop.  He found the glass in the back door broken, and the catch of the bolt inside nearly forced off, an attempt having been made to prose the door open.  Going to the front again he saw the three lads making off towards the Show Grounds.  He followed them, but could not catch them.  The Chinaman, having given effort to the foregoing effect.  Thomas Martin Prince, 8 years of age, stated that he saw the three defendants looking into the store between 4 and 5 o’clock on the day in question and afterwards go into the yard.  Detective Wilson deposed to arresting the lads.


											Article abridged





Bendigo Advertiser Thursday February 10, 1916:


RECRUITING CAMPAIGN – BENDIGO DEPOT – FOURTEEN PASSED YESTERDAY


Of the Country districts, Rochester made a good showing in the figures for the Bendigo recruiting depot yesterday.  The percentage of successful applicants was satisfactory.  Out of 29 candidates, 14 passed and one was rejected and five cases are pending.  The names of the successful applicants are: Thomas Martin Prince, miner, Larritt-street, Bendigo;										Article abridged





Bendigo Advertiser – Vic – Saturday 27 May 1916:


BENDIGO MEMBERS OF No.5 TUNNELLING CORPS (Broadmeadows), with their O.C., 


CAPTAIN WAGSTAFF, of Bendigo.





Top Row : J. Cain (5293), J. Helsdon (3823), D. Dowsey (5566)


Second Row: T.P.L. Huray (3933), G.R. Clough (3839), F.S. Thornton (3725), R. Brown (3816), (Unnamed)


Third Row: T. Simmons (3922), L.H. Hancock (3950), Capt. P.W. Wagstaff, P. Prince (T.M. 3828), G.T. James (3917) 


[Numbers added by tunnellers.net] 		         				                  Photo courtesy Peter Wagstaff





Bendigo Advertiser Friday June 22, 1917:


SAPPER T.M. PRINCE


Mrs A. Prince, of Lazarus-street, Bendigo has received word from the Defence department that her husband Sapper T.M. Prince was wounded recently in France.





Bendigo Independent Tuesday July 3, 1917:


WOUNDED SOLDIERS


Word has been received by Mrs T. Prince of Larritt-street, that her son Sapper T.M. Prince, of the 2nd Tunnelling Corps, has been wounded and is at present in hospital in England.





Bendigonian Thursday July 5, 1917:


AUST IMPERIAL FORCES – THE CASUALTY LISTS – BENDIGO AND NORTHERN DISTRICT MEN.


WOUNDED


Spr. T.M. PRINCE, Bendigo.								Article abridged





Bendigo Advertiser Tuesday July 10, 1917:


SAPPER T.M. PRINCE


Mrs A. Prince has received word from the Defence department that her husband Sapper T.M. Prince of the 2nd Tunnelling Corps, is in hospital in England suffering from gunshot wounds in the left forearm.  Prior to enlisting Sapper Prince was employed at the Virginia mine.





Bendigo Independent Thursday July 26, 1917:


WOUNDED SOLDIER IMPROVING


Word has been received from the Base records Hospital by Mrs A. Prince that her husband, Sapper T.M. Prince, who was in the late 5th Tunnelling Company (now 2nd Tunnelling Company) is improving.  He was reported severely wounded about a fortnight ago.  His address will now be 2nd Tunnelling Company, A.I.F., Abroad.





Herald (Melbourne) Wednesday March 20, 1918: 


LIST “U” DISEMBARKATION


Officers and men in official list “U” will be disembarked at Port Melbourne tomorrow.  Those for New South Wales will be landed as 12 noon, while the Victorians and others will be disembarked at 2.20 p.m.





Bendigo Independent Tuesday April 16, 1918:


PTE PERCY PRINCE


Mrs Prince, of Larritt Street, has received official word to the effect that her son, Pte Percy Prince, of the 60th Battalion, has been wounded.  His brother, Sapper T.M. Prince, has returned from the front suffering from gunshot wounds, and now lies in the Caulfield Hospital.  Prior to enlisting, Pte Prince was employed at Leggo’s.  The father of both soldiers died in August, 1917.





Argus (Melbourne) Wednesday December 3, 1924:


WIFE DESERTION CHARGE


Thomas Martin Prince, Larritt Street, Bendigo, caretaker, was charged at the Carlton Court on Tuesday, before Mr T.H. Wade, P.M. and Mr W.J. Richard J.P. with having deserted his wife and two children.  Prince who defended the charge was represented by Mr Luke Murphy.  Sgt R.C. Heatley appeared for Mrs Prince.





Chequers Inn Hotel, 316 Bay Street, Port Melbourne – still trading


Photo sourced from Google images





His unmarked grave in Fawkner Cemetery, Melbourne, Vic


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave 


contributed by Catherine Lorenz.





Age (Melbourne) Tuesday July 5, 1949:


FUNERAL NOTICES


PRINCE—The Funeral of the late THOMAS MARTIN PRINCE will leave the Chequers Inn Hotel, Bay-street, Port Melbourne, on THURSDAY at 9 a.m. for the Fawkner Cemetery.
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H.M. Leggo & Co., Bendigo 1890


Photo sourced from History of Company articles - internet





Bendigo Independent Tuesday April 16, 1918:


PTE PERCY PRINCE


Mrs Prince, of Larritt Street, has received official word to the effect that her son, Pte Percy Prince, of the 60th Battalion, has been wounded.  His brother, Sapper T.M. Prince, has returned from the front suffering from gunshot wounds, and now lies in the Caulfield Hospital.  Prior to enlisting, Pte Prince was employed at Leggo’s.  The father of both soldiers died in August, 1917.





Bendigo Independent Friday October 18, 1918:


PRIVATE P.L. PRINCE


Mrs E.J. Prince, of Larritt-street, has been notified that her son, Private P.L. Prince, has been wounded for the second time.  His brother, Sapper T.M. Prince, has just been invalided home.  Private P.L. Prince was formerly an employee of Messrs H.M. Leggo and Co.





Argus Friday November 28, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – DEVON QUOTA ARRIVES


Three hundred and fifty Victorians and Tasmanian soldiers disembarked from the Devon yesterday morning and were conveyed to the Sturt-street depot by half past 10 o’clock.  An ample supply of cars was provided by the members of the Royal Automobile Club.  Many of the returned men complained that the food supply on the steamer was unsatisfactory.  They alleged that the supply was short, and it was often of poor quality.  After leaving Cape Town the Devon met with a severe storm.  A steward’s cabin was washed overboard and a steward was injured.  The Tasmanian troops will continue their homeward voyage to-day.  The New South Wales and Queensland quotas disembarked from the Devon yesterday morning, and were taken to Albury by a special train.





His plaque in Qld Garden of Remembrance


Photo supplied by Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








