SAPPER GORDON LEWIS PRICE

15 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Capetown, South Africa was the birthplace of Gordon Lewis Price in 1893 the son of John and Elizabeth Price.  He received his education at the Dock District School, Capetown and gained military experience from two years with the Duke of Edinburgh rifles. 

They also had a daughter Ivy Price born 23 July, 1887 also at Capetown.  Ivy was married by special license on 14 February, 1908 at Beaconsfield to George Arthur Heading, police constable of 31Tyburn Street, Kimberley by the Magistrate.  

When about 18 years of age he came to Melbourne, Victoria and resided at 260 Amess Street, North Carlton.

At the recruiting depot in Melbourne on 24 September, 1915 the single twenty-two-year-old horse breaker applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination having been previously rejected due to a hernia.

Attestation forms describe him as 175cms (5ft 8¾ins) tall, weighing 68.6kgs (151lbs) with a chest expansion of 85-92cms (33½-36½ins) having a sallow complexion, brown hair and brown eyes.  Distinctive marks were two vaccination scars on his left arm with tattoos on right and left forearms and both upper arms.  Operation scar left groin.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father John Price of Breakwater Cottage, Capetown Dock, South Africa.  His father died on 4 November, 1915 and next-of-kin changed to his sister Mrs Ivy Heading of 43 Knight Street, Kimberley, South Africa.

Basic training commenced with 23rd Battalion Depot at Royal Park until 10 October, 1915 when transferred to Bendigo, Vic.  On 12 October was sent to Casula camp near Liverpool, New South Wales to the Mining Corps Headquarters who were in their establishment phase of recruiting and preparing for embarkation.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 15 and placed with the 1st Reinforcements. 

He appeared before the Police Magistrate on 2 February, 1916 and the proceedings were published in the:
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At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia and he was transferred to the No. 2 Company of the Corps possibly as a driver. 

The transport went on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

The No. 2 Company officially became the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field.  Driver Price was with the horse transport section.

There are no unit diaries for the company during August to December, 1916.

Captain O.H. Woodward was with the 1st Tunnelling Company and wrote the following extract in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War on their Transport drivers:

“Our Transport Section comprised a very fine lot of men who each night had the unenviable task of taking up the rations.  It was a point of honour with them to get the rations through and on no occasion did they fail.  It is difficult to describe the state of congestion on the roads over which these men had to travel each night, rain or snow, enemy bombardment or not.”

Driver Price died soon after falling off one of his horses in a wagon-team which had been startled by shell fire during the night of 29-30th October, 1916 while bringing supplies to the trenches and deemed as killed in action.  He was only 23 years of age.

Burial took place in Anzac Cemetery, 2¼ miles east north-east of Estaires and 5 miles south-west of Armentieres.  A cross was placed on his grave.

The Red Cross Society sought information on the circumstances of deceased and missing soldiers and held a card register from interviews with informants who were able to give vital information as to their demise.

The following are several accounts of the events that caused Driver Price’s death.

A.I.F. 2nd Tunnelling Corps


PRICE, Dvr. G.L. 15

K/Oct. 29-30th, 1916

He was killed through falling off one of the horses he was driving at Cellar Farm, Fleurbaix, on Oct 29th.  They came under fire and broke away.  He fell off and smashed the back of his head.  I went to his funeral in Sailly cemetery.  I have seen his grave there.  There is a cross on the grave, with his name on it.  He was a driver on a G.S. wagon.  The casualty occurred at night.  I saw his body before burial.









Reference: Dvr. D.H. Cashmore, 807








2nd Tunnelling Co.  No. 51 Gen. Hosp, Etaples 20.3.17




2nd Australian Tun. Coy



Price, G.L. 15

K. Oct 29-30th, 1916

Informant states that on Oct. 29th late at night, Price was driving along with material for dugouts at V.C. Corner when a shot from a gun caused the horses to bolt and he was thrown and dragged along the ground.  A L/Cpl, Informant could not remember his name, brought Price in and took him to hospital and he died during the night, he was buried at V.C. Corner.  Informant saw his grave before he left in January.  On Nov 14th at the same place (V.C. Corner) Cpl Thomas was in charge of 2 saps, he went from No. 4 to No. 6 to give instructions to his men, and was on his way back when a shell called a pineapple, struck him, he was taken to Hospital and died in the night.



Eye-witness:
Yes



Description:
Price: dark haired, tall “Pricey”





Thomas: medium height, dark, clean-shaven “Darky”










Informant: Sergt John Jones, 1421










2nd Aust. Tunnelling Company









London County War Hospital, Epsom



Home address:
Gray St. Woonona, South Coast NSW
17th April, 1917




2nd Tunn. Coy.





PRICE, G.L. Driver No. 15

Killed in action 29-30/10/16

“I knew Casualty well.  He was a Driver.  He was driving a wagon with rations to the trenches.  It might possibly have been timber he was carting.  This was about 30th October, when his horse was shot and the rest ran away.  Casualty fell under the wheel and was killed.  I was billeted with him about this time.  He was brought in alive to the hospital, where he died, at Estaires.  We buried him at Sailly about two miles off (4 kilometres).









Informant: J. Black, No. 746, 2nd Tunn Coy










Private address:
Tongala, Victoria

To the Secretary, Australian Red Cross Society,


54 Victoria Street,


LONDON, S.W.



Reference your inquiry of 24/4/17 re 15 Dvr. Price G.L.

Records in this office shew that Dvr. Price was killed on 30/10/16 by being thrown from his horse, which had become unmanageable owing to a shell bursting close by.

Dvr Price was buried in the Military Cemetery on the Main Road between Estaires and Sailly, and the grave was registered by the Graves Registration Unit.

A head-stone was erected by his comrades, by whom he was held in the greatest respect and esteem.







J.W.H. McGAIN, W.O., 2nd Aust. Tunnelling Coys.

7/3/17

On 13 November, 1916 the 3rd Military District, Victoria was advised by cable of the young soldier’s death and confirmation of receipt was returned the same day.  A copy of his service card was made for the Pension Department four days later.

His name was listed in the Casualty List published in the:
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The Field Service Report was completed at the Anzac Section of 3rd Echelon, GHQ, BEF on 20 December, 1916.

Mrs Sylvia L. Bowden wrote from 39 Pirie Street, Manly, NSW to Base Records on March 12th, 1917 asking if they would kindly give her details of Sapper Gordon L. Price.  Having not heard from him in the trenches since September she though they could do her this favour as she was a soldier’s widow.  Base Records regretfully replied on 16 March that Driver G.L. Price was killed in action in France on 30 October, 1916 and was buried in the Anzac Cemetery east north-east of Estaires and south-west of Armentieres.

His sister Mrs I. Heading acknowledged receipt of the package containing the personal effects of her late brother on 9 July, 1917.  She gave her new address as 1 Coleman Street, Kimberley, South Africa.

On 19 June, 1919 the Office of the Curator of Estates of Deceased Persons, New Zealand Chambers, 483 Collins Street, Melbourne wrote to Base Records after being referred this case by the District Paymaster for administration of this soldier.  In endeavouring to trace his next-of-kin he understood from his allottee, Miss Quixley, that when he enlisted his father was set out as next-of-kin but his father died and the name of a sister was inserted.  The curator would be obliged if they would advise if there was any record when the father died or the address of any other relatives.  He further stated that Mrs Moore of 41 Pickett Street, Footscray, whose name appears as “mother” in the particulars furnished to him said that she was no relation and did not know who his relatives were.

Base Records replied on 24 June, 1919 stating that there appears on the front page of his Attestation Sheet of the late Sapper Price that his father – John Price, Breakwater Cottage, Capetown Docks, South Africa was deceased on 4/11/15.  The name of the late soldier’s sister Mrs Ivy Heading of 42 Knight Street, Kimberley, South Africa was subsequently added to the records as next-of-kin.

The Curator’s Office wrote again to Base Records on 9 December, 1919 referring to his previous correspondence and would be glad to learn whether they had a later address of the next-of-kin than the one previously furnished to him as he wrote to that address but his letter was returned unclaimed.

Records briefly replied on 15 December, 1919 stating that no address had been received here of next-of-kin, Mrs Ivy Heading, other than that quoted in their letter.

Base Records wrote to Mrs Ivy Heading in Kimberley, South Africa referring to the regrettable loss of her brother they were now in receipt of advice which shows that he was killed in action “in the field” in France on 30 October, 1916 and buried in Anzac Cemetery 2¼ miles E.N.E. of Estaires, and 5 miles S.W. of Armentieres.  These additional details were furnished by direction, it being the policy of the Department to forward all information in connection with deaths of members of the Australian Imperial Force.

On 29 July, 1918 the District Pay Office Deceased Soldier’s Section wrote to Base Records requesting information on date of notification of death and district of enlistment of this soldier. 

Records replied on 2 August that the deceased soldier enlisted in the 3rd Military District on 24 September, 1915 – was reported killed in action 29-30/10/16 to Commandant 3rd M.D. advised on 13/11/16.

The Assistant Acting Commissioner wrote to Mrs E. Price in reference to her letter of 22 March, 1920 and had to say that the matter of supplying next-of-kin of a deceased soldier with his death certificate and personal effects was one that concerned the Department of Defence.  Therefore, forwarded a copy of her letter to the Secretary of that Department for attention and to reply to her direct.

In his memorandum to Base Records dated 10 May, 1920 with a copy of her letter the Acting Assistant Commissioner asked if they would kindly attend to the matter referred to by Mrs E. Price and reply directly to her.  He went on to say that she was the widowed mother of Driver Price and had been granted a war pension of £2 per fortnight from 1/7/19.

Base Records received a copy of this letter about May 12, 1920 from his mother widow E. Price of 101 Victoria Street, Woodstock dated 22 March, 1920 to the Commonwealth of Australia, Pensions and Maternity Allowance Office, Department of Treasury, Lansdown Street, Melbourne in which she thanked them very much with a few lines for the interest taken in sending her the money due to her which she received all safe.  Could they possible send her the Death Certificate, two badges, and several papers which her son had in his possession.  By doing so she would greatly be obliged. 

Base Records replied to her communication on 21 May, 1920 which had been forwarded to their office by the Commissioner of Pensions, Melbourne and in reply had to state that no personal belongings of her son had been received at their office.  According to the London Kit Store one package (D/S 13193) was forwarded by that branch to Mrs Ivy Heading, 1 Coleman Street, Kimberley, South Africa on 29/5/17, the late soldier’s sister and registered as next-of-kin.  However, your name and address have now been noted on his records.  In view of the length of time that had elapsed since the soldier’s death, it was not thought likely that any other articles would now be received.  As requested, his Certificate of Report of Death of her son was attached.

The Certificate of Death was issued by Base Records to his mother on 19 May, 1920.

Another letter from the Curator’s Office dated 18 June, 1920 referring to their letter of 15 December, 1919 re no new address for Mrs Ivy Heading they would be glad to learn if they had received any application from any other person claiming to be next-of-kin.

Base Records replied to the Curator’s Office again on 24 June, 1920 advising that his mother Mrs E. Price had communicated with their office and her address was 101 Victoria Road, Woodstock, South Africa. 

For his supreme sacrifice Driver 15 Gordon Leslie Price, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (32120) and the Victory Medal (31897) in serving his country.

The Medals Section of Base Records wrote to Mrs E. Price on 22 February, 1922 advising that by separate registered post (7352) from G.P.O. Melbourne was addressed to her below containing the British War Medal and Victory Medal on account of service by her son with the Australian Imperial Forces.  If it comes safely to hand, please acknowledge on the enclosed receipt form by return post.  This slip was returned dated 14 March, 1922.

A Roll of Honour containing all ranks of the Royal Engineers killed in action or died of wounds during the war were to be placed in the chapel of St Paul’s Cathedral and a description of the proposal published in the:
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The Pamphlet Where the Australians Rest was sent to his mother on 7 August, 1922 and the Memorial Scroll (320449) went to his sister Mrs I. Heading the same day along with the Memorial Plaque.

On 6 November, 1926 the Register Order Form was despatched.

His name is commemorated at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra, ACT on panel 27 in the Commemorative Area.

The location of his grave can be found in Plot 11 of Anzac Cemetery, Sailly-sur-la-Lys within Row A in grave no. 1.
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His sister Ivy Heading died on 8 June, 1961 at Maitland City, Capetown, South Africa aged 74 years.  She was interred in the family plot at Maitland Cemetery.
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Maitland Cemetery, Capetown, South Africa

Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website

© Donna Baldey 2022

www.tunnellers.net

Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate Saturday February 5, 1916:


STARTED THE TRAIN


A respectable looking young man in the uniform of the Australian Light Horse, named Gordon Lewis Price, was charged with committing a breach of the railway by-laws, by waving a green flag, giving the signal to an engine driver to start a railway train.  Price said he was drunk at the time, and did not know what he was doing.  Station-master J.W. Colless, Liverpool, said on the arrival at 2.7 p.m. of the Sydney train on Wednesday, some of the passengers had not alighted from the train, when the accused waived a green flag and started the train, and only for the promptitude of a member of the interlocking staff, who jumped into the brake-van and applied the air brake, bringing the train for a standstill, some of the passengers may have got under the train.  His staff was engaged in unloading goods from the brake-van, perhaps a ton or 30 cwt.  The P.M.: It’s a serious matter for soldiers to be starting trains.  Accused: I was drunk at the time.  The P.M.: That’s the usual excuse.  Inspector Anderson Railway Department: Railway people at Liverpool are having anything but a happy time with the soldiers.  The P.M.: fined Price £5, in default one month’s goal.  The P.M.: You deserve more.  I hope this will be a warning to you.





Bendigo Independent Tuesday November 21, 1916:


AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES – 243RD LIST


Eight hundred and sixty names were published in the 243rd list of Australian casualties issued last evening.  Details of Victorian losses are:


KILLED IN ACTION


Dvr. G.L. PRICE, South Africa								Article abridged





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:


ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  


This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris








Photo of headstone by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 














LEST WE FORGET





























