SAPPER LESLIE FREDERICK POWER
3354 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Brisbane, Queensland was the birthplace of Leslie Frederick Power on 16 November, 1892 the son of William John and Isabella (nee Hart) Power.  He worked as a drayman.
He pled guilty to the following charges reported in the:


He was again in the Police Court early in 1916 with the following proceedings appearing in the:


The same day – 29th January, he enlisted in Brisbane (1st Military District) at the recruiting depot and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed describing him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 59.5kgs (131lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-89cms (33-35ins) and had a dark complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and had brown hair.  
Distinctive marks were operation scars on right side abdomen and back.  Religion was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Isabell Power of Charlotte Street, Paddington, Brisbane.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
Basic training commenced on 1 February, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks until 20 March when allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on May 11 they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3354 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park before embarkation which was covered in the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcement proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot the next day.  On 30 September, 1916 he was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company.

His father, William John Power wrote from Charlotte Street, Paddington on 11 September, 1916 asking for the regimental number and unit of his son as he had cabled him for money and without this, he was unable to do so.

Base Records replied on 19 September, 1916 with the information concerning his son of the details he required and also included his address for correspondence.  The writer also suggested if he desired to send money the safest course was that he transmit this through the Commonwealth Bank at the same time asking that a request for identification be included.

He was accidentally injured but not on duty on 1 December, 1916 suffering an injury to his cornea (trivial) and taken to the 49th London Field Ambulance moving to the 2nd Casualty Clearing Station but was then sent to Hazebrouck and admitted to the 15th Casualty Clearing Station with Ulceration of the Cornea and returned to his unit on December 15.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
While on active service 18/6/17 Drunkenness



Award:

28 days Field Punishment No. 2       19/6/17
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Sapper went sick on 15 April, 1918 to the 100th Field Ambulance with bronchitis then sent to the 5th Canadian Field Ambulance and re-joined his unit on 21 April.

Went sick to the 57th Casualty Clearing Station on 28 June, 1918 with D.A.H. (Disordered action of heart) and conveyed on Ambulance Train no.27 on 1 July entering the 14th Stationary Hospital in Boulogne and to recuperate at the 10th Aust Convalescent Depot in Havre on July 26 and discharged to the Aust General Base Depot on August 17.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave to the United Kingdom on 24 January, 1919 and returned to duty on 11 February.  

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Depot and they departed from there on 24 February crossing to England and marching in to No. 3 Camp at Parkhouse a day later.

His Kit was inspected on 27 February and the following items were recorded:


Hat badge, boots, shaving and tooth brushes, 2 prs drawers, fork, knife & spoon, 

greatcoat, felt hat, holdall, housewife, cardigan jacket, razor in case, 2 flannel shirts, 

singlet, 3 prs socks, chin strap, towel, 2 collar badges, breeches, jacket, boot laces,  
putties, 2 Australia titles and a sea kit bag.

These items were added the same day:


Hair brush, comb, singlet, and a towel.

On 30 March they marched out to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury to await their voyage home.

Another Kit Inspection took place and khaki drill was added.

After demobilisation Sapper embarked for Australia on board H.T. Boonah on 20 April, 1919.  Base records advised his next-of-kin that he was returning home.
His name was among the soldiers returning and published in the:

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 8 June, 1919 with their arrival reported in the:

The Queenslanders were transhipped to the H.T. Sardinia for Sydney (2nd Military District) then boarded a special train for the final journey home to Brisbane (1st M.D.)  The train was to arrive at Central Station on 14 June with news of their imminent arrival announced in the: 

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 29 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
The British War Medal (17086) and the Victory Medal (16689) were issued to Sapper 3354 Leslie Frederick Power, 1st Tunnelling Company for service for his country.

He returned home to Charlotte Street, Paddington to work as a drayman and remained there until 1925.

In 1928 he was in Mackay where the following occurred:


Base Records received a request for a copy of his service records from the Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission and were forwarded this on 21 November, 1929.

In 1941 he was in Cairns and appeared before the Court of Petty Sessions as detailed in the:



He appears to be working at Theodore from 1943 to 1949 then returns to Brisbane to the Pension Reserve at Tarragindi and retired where he remained listed there in 1954.
Leslie Frederick Power passed away on 9 May, 1958 aged 65 years in Brisbane.  Interment took place in portion 29 of Toowong Cemetery within section 60 in gravesite 13A with his brother Eric Norman Hart Power.

His brother Eric N.H. Power was born in Rockhampton in 1891 and passed away at Anton Terrace, Red Hill on 6 June, 1948 and buried in Toowong Cemetery.  There is no headstone.
© Donna Baldey 2023
www.tunnellers.net
Telegraph Saturday December 26, 1914:


CITY POLICE COURT


In the City Police Court yesterday, before Colonel R.A. Moore, P.M. the following penalties were imposed:


Leslie F. Power, 21, drayman £1, or seven days.						Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Monday March 1, 1915:


BRAWL AT PADDINGTON


Mr E. Eglinton, P.M. was on the bench in the City Police this morning when Leslie F. Power 21, drayman, was charged with having created a disturbance, assaulting police, made use of bad language, and damaged a constable’s helmet.


Sub-inspector O’Brien prosecuted and the accused pleaded guilty. 





Daily Standard (Brisbane) Saturday January 29, 1916:


BROKE A PANE


In the City Police Court this morning before Mr F. Elginton, P.M., Leslie F. Power (22 labourer) was charged with having wilfully and unlawfully destroyed one pane of glass valued at 13s, the property of Patrick Palmer.  Defendant pleaded guilty.  Sub-inspector Harlan said that Power went to the Caxion Hotel and kicked up a disturbance there.  On being asked to leave he pit his fist through the pane in question.  Power was ordered to pay 13s for the damage done, in default, to serve seven days’ imprisonment.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						


Article abridged





Telegraph Saturday May 31, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – H.T. BOONAH


The following have been listed for return to Australia and are actually en route from abroad.


3354. Spr. L.F. Power, 1st Tunn. Coy, Brisbane						


Article abridged





The Argus Monday June 9, 1919:


SOLDIERS ARRIVE – FIVE TRANSPORTS DISEMBARK


On Sunday troops disembarked from four transports and despite the heavy task curtailed upon owners of motor vehicles, the men, as they landed, were quickly provided with seats in waiting cars.


Early in the morning 120 men were landed from the Boonah.


Port Melbourne was crowded with visitors.  Many were there to welcome the returning soldiers.  As the motor cars with the soldiers passed through the gate leading from the pier the men were loudly cheered and despite it being a Sunday, the streets all the way to the depot in Sturt Street were lined with applauding crowds.


Captain Wright, the staff office for returning soldiers had everything well in hand, and the men were enabled to proceed quickly to their homes. 





The Brisbane Courier Saturday June 14, 1919


FURTHER ARRIVALS TODAY – SARDINIA AND BOONAH CONTINGENTS


Soldiers who returned on the Sardinia and Boonah are expected to arrive by special train from Sydney to-day at 5.40 p.m., at Platform No. 5, Central Station.  Two passes only will be issued by the military authorities to enable the next of kin (as laid down by the soldier) to gain access to the railway platform upon arrival of the train.  Next of kin are requested to call for their platform tickets at the Staff Office for Returned Soldiers, Victoria Barracks. Only those motor cars authorised by the Defence Department, through the Returned Soldiers’ Transport Corps, will be allowed within the enclosure.  Relatives and friends of members of the Australian Imperial Force will not be allowed in these cars.





Daily Mercury (Mackay) Friday July 13, 1928:


PERFECT NUISANCE


“This man is making a perfect nuisance of himself,” said Sub-inspector M’Carthy in the Police Court yesterday, before the P.M. (Mr M. Gallagher) when Leslie Frederick Power was charged with having been found drunk in Sydney-street.  Defendant pleaded guilty and was fined 10/- in default 48 hours’ imprisonment.





Cairns Post Tuesday September 16, 1941:


LABOURER ON FOUR CHARGES


In the Court of Petty Sessions yesterday before Messrs F.B. Bergin and L.E. Skinner J.sP. Leslie Frederick Power (51) labourer was charged firstly that on September 13 he stole a canvas bag containing meat of a total of 1/3d, the property of Richard William Holloway; secondly, that he made use of obscene language; thirdly, that he resisted Constable Claude Leslie Smith while in the execution of his duty; and fourthly, that he made use of obscene language.  Defendant pleaded guilty to the four charges.  					Contd.





Continues


Senior-Sergeant R.J. Gannon, who prosecuted said that in regards to the first charge complainant, who was aged 52 years, purchased some meat and put it in a canvas bad and left it at the boot shop.  Defendant came along to the shop and took the bag and meat.  A complaint was made to the police and when questioned by Constable Smith defendant denied having stolen the bag containing the meat.  He had a suitcase with him. Constable Smith was arresting defendant for stealing the bag and meat defendant made use of obscene language and resisted violently and kicked the constable.  He continued to resist all the way to the watchhouse.  Power said that he had taken too much intoxicating liquor that day.  On the first charge defendant was convicted and fined £1, in default 14 days, and on each of the other three charges he was convicted and fines £2, in default one month, the sentence to be concurrent.








