SAPPER FREDERICK ALBERT PFEIFFER
8280 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Born Friedrich Albert (Bert) Pfeiffer on 19 May, 1873 the son of Johann Friedrich and Johanna Louisa (nee Schubert) Pfeiffer in Lobethal, Tarlee district, County Clare Valley, South Australia.  His mother died in 1892 and his father moved about 1896 to Western Australia and was farming at Puntapin, near Wagin for eleven years until he died in 1907.  His burial was the first grave in the Wagin cemetery allotted to the Lutheran portion of the cemetery. 
Frederick Pfeiffer appears to remain in Yorktown, S.A. with the following reported in the:
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He followed his father to Wagin, W.A. and became involved in the social and work life of the district where in 1904 he was secretary of the Wagin Beekeepers’ Association as reported in the:  

[image: image2.jpg]PFEIFFER

igo IBT™ARRIL 1948
“AGED74 vEARS.





From 1906 was listed as a farmer at Puntapin, near Narrogin.  Two years later the following took place in the local court in Wagin and reported in the:


A couple of months later he went to the Criminal Court prosecuting for defamation with proceedings published in the:


About 1912 his address was listed as a farmer at Wagin with the following reported in the:


At the recruiting depot at Wagin on 26 May, 1917 the single forty-four-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 159cms (5ft 2½ins) tall with a chest measurement of 103cms (40½ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms describe him further weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a pale complexion, grey eyes and brown hair.  Methodist was his religious faith.  With both parents deceased he initially nominated his nephew Lawrence Gerick of Wagin, W.A. and later his brother G.A. Pfeiffer of Wagin became his next-of-kin.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Katanning on 3 June, 1917.
He was re-assessed at the Recruiting Tent, Blackboy Hill, near Perth and noted to require extensive dental treatment and commenced basic training.  On 2 July was moved to D3 Depot for ten days then allotted to the Tunnelling Company Reinforcements, during this time he was granted Long Leave of four days from 17 July, 1917.

On 24 August, 1917 was transferred to the 1st Depot Battalion A.I.F. at Broadmeadows camp near Melbourne, Victoria.  While there he was mentioned in a letter home to Wagin as follows:

In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will was lodged with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 8280 and allotted to the June, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.
Sapper Pfeiffer was one of 130 Reinforcements who departed Melbourne, Victoria at noon on November 26, 1917 aboard the SS Indarra.  At 10.15 p.m. the ship arrived at Albany, W.A. on November 30 and left at 2.10 p.m. on December 1, 1917.  Colombo was reached by December 13 at 10.30 a.m. and departed two days later at 8.30 a.m. on December 15.  Christmas Day was specially provided for by the ship and religious services were held on board. The soldiers disembarked at the Suez at 7 a.m. December 27, 1917.  Amusements such as sports and cricket between various troop decks took place with some competitive teams made up of officers.  Occasionally a religious service was held during the week.  Weather was excellent and warm in the tropics.

The troops were then transhipped to HMT Kashgar on January 9, 1918 and arrived at Taranto, Italy on January 20, 1918.  They were entrained at Bordighira, Italy about January 27 entering Cherbourg, France on January 31, 1918 where they boarded H.M.T. Mona’s Queen and disembarked at Southampton on February 2, 1918.  The men were entrained to Parkhouse camp and marched into No. 3 Details camp the same day. 

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 15 March, 1918 from Southampton arriving the following day at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles.  Were moved to the Aust Corps Depot on March 20 then to be attached to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field where Sapper was taken on strength on March 24.

The company on this day evacuated camp due to several days of heavy shelling and advancement of the enemy line.  On March 29 the company marched into Querrieu at 4 p.m. and went into billets. 
His name appeared in the District’s Honour Roll and published in the:


He went sick on 30 September, 1918 to the 11th Aust Field Ambulance suffering an accidentally bruised foot and moved to the 20th Casualty Clearing Station.  

A report on the accident was sent to General Headquarters, 3rd Echelon stating Sapper was injured accidentally on 30 September, 1918.

On 1 October was conveyed on Ambulance Train to the 12th General Hospital at Rouen then a day later moved to the 2nd Convalescent Depot and the classed “A” fit and returned to the Aust General Base Depot on October 6.  He returned to duty with his unit on 22 October, 1918.  He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 3 February, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot in Havre where they departed on February 12 arriving a day later in England at the 2nd Training Brigade to await their voyage home.
After demobilisation Sapper Pfeiffer embarked for Australia on 13 April, 1919 on the H.T. Castalia.  Base Records advised his brother on 13 May that he was returning home.  The transport docked at Albany on 23 May and news of their arrival was reported in the:


Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th Military District) on 16 June, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  On his return to Wagin the following welcome home was reported in the:


He participated in the Peace celebrations at Wagin and mentioned in the:

Further acknowledgment to the returned men of the district was given a year later and the social reported in the:

The British War Medal (21384) and the Victory Medal (20306) were issued to Sapper Frederick Albert Pfeiffer, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
He was the Australian Workers’ Union representative in the district and his collection was listed in the:

From 1922 he was still listed as a farmer at Wagin.
His samples of the Wax bean grown on his property were assessed and results published in the: 


His vehicle was listed in the Wagin Road Board’s directory and published in the:


The Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which were forwarded on 24 March, 1937.

Reports on his clearing on Cronin’s Road appeared in the:


A notification through the press to collect a parcel was printed in the:

Friedrich Albert (Bert) Pfeiffer, late of Cherry Tree Park, passed away at Katanning Hospital on 18 April, 1948 aged 74 years.  Interment took place in Lutheran portion of Katanning Cemetery within lot 27.  
Announcement was made in the:
A small obituary within the R.S.L. Wagin Branch Notes was published in the:

His grave can be located in the Katanning Cemetery, W.A.
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Pioneer (Yorketown S.A.) Friday September 9, 1898:


HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY


To vote at Yorktown: Frederick Albert Pfeiffer						


Article abridged





Great Southern Herald (Katanning) Saturday October 1, 1904:


WAGIN BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION


A correspondent writes: --A meeting of the Wagin-Arthur Beekeepers’ Association was held las Saturday when there were present Messrs J. G. Taylor (president), A. Gericke, A. Kunsel, S. Pierce, Millen Kendall and the secretary (Mr F.A. Pfeiffer).





Southern Argus & Wagin-Arthur Express Friday March 27, 1908:


WAGIN LOCAL COURT


W.H. Kirk v. F.A. Pfeiffer.  Mr Chick for defendant and Mr Scott for plaintiff.


Mr Scott said defendant had a contract for clearing one hundred acres, but when 42 acres were cleared the contract was determined, payment to be made by half of the first crop of wheat, which Kirk sold back at 3s 9d.  2d below Wagin price at time of sale (164 bushels); total claim £30 16s.  Of this £11 14s 4d was [line blurred].


Piesse and Sons, also an amount on account, leaving £7 14s 3d due.





Defendant found wheat had dropped 2d, and wanted him to come down 2d to allow for carting in.


F.A. Pfeiffer: Payment for clearing the 42 acres was 10s or half the crop.  He did not offer to buy the wheat at any time.  My partner told him to shift the wheat from the paddock as it was wanted for the horses, and he left it to us to cart it at 6d per bag.  It was carted and sold to C.A. Piesse and Sons at 3s 7d a bushel.


Cross-examined By Mr Scott: No mention was made as to where it was to be carted, so we carted to the only buyers; it was sold about 12 days later.





Who told you to sell it? They wanted a settling up, and I said I would have to sell the wheat first.  He said I could do as I like with it, and I went and sold it to Piesse.  Kirk told me to make up my account and keep back what was owing.  He would swear the entries in the diary were made each day.


Mr Gedling, defendant’s partner, said Kirk asked him to buy it about 15th or 16th December at 3s; aske Pfeiffer later 4s, and he consulted me and I said ti was too much.  I told him to shift the wheat.





The Bench came to the conclusion that there was no proof of sale, so gave judgement for defendant with costs.


											Article abridged





West Australian Thursday July 9, 1908:


CRIMINAL COURT – A CHARGE OF DEFAMATION


Rachel Kelly, a woman in late middle life, was charged with having at East Wagin, on May 13, written and published certain defamatory matter respecting Frederick Albert Pfeiffer.


Mr H.W. Hensman, with him Mr Chich, conducted the prosecution, and Mr J.B. Mills appeared for the defence. Frederick A. Pfeiffer, the first witness, said he was a farmer at Wagin, where he was in partnership with Mr Charles V. Gedling.  On May 13 the letter produced, addressed to Pfeiffer and Gedling, who was authorised to open the firm’s correspondence.  The letter made serious charges against witness, but they were wholly untrue.  He had never sent medicine to either of his sisters, Mrs Gericke and Mrs Kramer, as the letter alleged.  Witness consulted his solicitor, and later he called upon the accused, from whom he was received a message.  She said that she could not apologise to Mrs Gedling, but expressed regret that witness was mixed up in the affair, at the same time declaring that she would not have written the letter had she not been able to swear to it.


In cross-examination, the witness said that the accused was Me Gedling’s sister.  Witness thought that the accusations in the letter were directed against him.  He did not regard the letter as meaning that it would cost Mr Gedling thousands of pounds for what Mrs Gedling had said about witness.


The letter in which the charge against the accused was based was then produced.  It was a rather illiterate epistle., and contained charges against Pfeiffer of having administered medicine to Mrs Karmer and Mrs Gericke, in order to bring about a certain result.  The letter, which was addressed to Messrs Gedling and Pfeiffer, further stated— “It will cost you thousands of pounds for what Bessie has been saying about you.”


Mr H. Kelly, a son of the accused, gave evidence that some time ago his mother made allegations concerning Pfeiffer similar to those contained in the letter. She asserted that she could get Pfeiffer 15 years and “very near to a rope’s end.”


The accused gave evidence on her own behalf.  She said that she had written the letter produced and had addressed it to Messrs Pfeiffer and Gedling.  Her object was to acquaint them both with what Mrs Gedling was saying about Mr Pfeiffer.  On March 25 Mrs Gedling informed her that Mr Pfeiffer had given noxious drugs to a couple of women.  Her purpose in telling Mr Pfeiffer of the matter was to prevent him getting into any further trouble over it.  She herself had not believed the story.


His Honour, in the prefatory remarks of his summing up, said that the case was one which should never have come before the Court.


The jury returned a verdict of guilty, with a strong recommendation to mercy, on the ground that the case was the outcome of a family quarrel.


His Honour bound the accused over in her own recognisances in £50 to come up for sentence when called upon.


											Article abridged





Southern Argus and Wagin-Arthur Express Saturday January 27, 1912:


CLOSURE OF ROAD


We, the undersigned, intend to apply to the Wagin Road Board for the Closure of Surveyed Road, running along the Western boundary of F.A. Pfeiffer’s Location 3137, from Bullock Hills Road North to McInnes Location 8070.


								PFEIFFER & GELDING, Wagin, 17-1-12





Southern Argus and Wagin-Arthur Express Saturday September 22, 1917:


NEWS FROM “THE BOYS”


“A Waginite: writes from the Military Camp, Broadmeadows, Victoria, under date September 4th, as follows:


“On leaving Wagin I promised I would occasionally send along a few lines to you.  After leaving W.A. three weeks ago, we had a pleasant trip across to Melbourne, but many of us wished that the Transcontinental line was finished, so that we might have journeyed on that, and so avoid a little of the feelings caused by the sea.  We are at present only being housed here temporarily, and our unit expects to leave Sunny Australia some time this month.  There are quite a number of Waginites here.  It is very nice to meet and chat with those we have known in days gone by.  Bert Pfeiffer is also here from Wagin; he is in the Gunners Corps.  Waginites here are all well, though I must say Broadmeadows is a cold place.					


Article abridged





Southern Argus and Wagin-Arthur Express Saturday April 6, 1918:


WAGIN AND DISTRICT HONOR ROLL


A.C. Pfeiffer


F.A. Pfeiffer										Article abridged





Albany Advertiser Saturday May 24, 1919:


RETURNING SHIPS – PER CASTALIA AND WYREEMA


The transports Castalia and Wyreema, with returning West Australian troops on board, arrived from the United Kingdom on Thursday afternoon.  Both were pronounced clean ships, and not only were the local soldiers landed yesterday morning, but the others passing through were given shore leave.  From the Castalia there were disembarked eight officers and 60 other ranks.  Both batches were entertained at luncheon by the Red Cross ladies at the Town Hall and then proceeded to the railway station to catch a special train which left for Perth at 2 o’clock.





Southern Argus and Wagin-Arthur Express Saturday July 12, 1919:


BROOKFIELD  (From our Correspondent)


Last Friday a very enjoyable evening was spent at “Oakbank,” East Wagin, in order to welcome back to the West, Private Bert Pfeiffer.  About 8 o’clock the guests began to arrive, and very soon the room was filled to overflowing with some 50 odd.  As Mr Pfeiffer was about to enter the room, little Dora Kramer sand “Laddie in Khaki”, which was loudly applauded.  Lovers of the light fantastic then indulged in their favorite pastime, while, during the intervals fancy dancing was rendered by Maggie Green and Vic Kramer, together with many musical items.  Supper was then partaken of, which the guests did ample justice to the ladies’ excellent cooking.


Mr Kirk, in a short and appropriate speech, welcomed back Mr Pfeiffer on behalf of the assembled audience, to which Mr Pfeiffer suitably responded.


The social eventually closed by the singing of the National Anthem, after which everyone wended their way home, feeling very fit for bed, after such an enjoyable evening.





Southern Argus and Wagin-Arthur Express Saturday July 26, 1919:


PEACE CELEBRATIONS – MEMORABLE DAY AT WAGIN


In spite of the heavy rains overnight, Saturday proved a fine day for celebrating the signing of the Peace Treaty.  The Show Ground, however was so wet underfoot that it was decided to hold the gathering and sports on the State School grounds, which proved most suitable.  The procession assembled in Upland Street and was led by the Wagin Band.


The Returned Soldiers were the feature of the procession and had at the head of their column Miss Mabel Cox, dressed in white and carrying a white dove emblematic of peace.  The Boy Scouts and School Children (many of whom were in fancy dress) followed by the general public, a large number joining in the march in twos, threes and fives.  The decorated motor cars brough up the rear.


The following soldiers who took part in the celebrations:


F.A. Pfeiffer										Article abridged





Southern Argus and Wagin-Arthur Express Saturday May 1, 1920:


THE SMOKE SOCIAL


Owing to the arrangements of the combined public bodies falling through with regard to entertainment for the returned men, the Wagin District Local Repatriation Committee decided to give a smoke social to the returned men in the Town Hall, at their last meeting.  The Anzac Dinner has in the past been provided by the members of the Repatriation Council, but on this occasion, it was decided that tickets would be issued at 10s to those willing to join in with the Repatriation members in entertaining the returned boys.


In spite of the short notice there was a good attendance of returned men, and an enjoyable evening was spent.


Among the returned men present were:


Messrs: F.A. Pfeiffer									Article abridged





Westralian Worker (Perth) Friday April 22, 1921:


A.W.U. NOTES


Money received since last issue made up as follows: Per F.A. Pfeiffer, Wagin, tickets £5.





Southern Argus and Wagin-Arthur Express Friday January 19, 1923:


LOCAL AND GENERAL


The “Wax” Bean—We have received a sample of the Wax bean (about a dozen in number) which were grown by Mr F.A. Pfeiffer on sandplain country in the Brookfield district.  The beans resemble huge French beans, are about ten inches long, delicious in flavor and tendered than the ordinary run of beans.  Mr Pfeiffer obtained the seed from South Australia, and claims they are the only species in this district.  A very fine sample of the butter bean was also shown us.  This is further evidence of what our sandplain country will do with a little water.





Wagin Argus and Arthur, Dumbleyung, Lake Grace Express Thursday December 15, 1927:


OUR MOTOR DIRECTORY FOR THE YEAR 1927-28 – WAGIN ROAD BOARD


110 F.A. Pfeiffer (Ford Truck)								Article abridged





Wagin Argus and Arthur, Dumbleyung, Lake Grace Express Thursday July 14, 1932:


Cronin’s Road: F.A. Pfeiffer has only started to do the clearing this week.





Wagin Argus and Arthur, Dumbleyung, Lake Grace Express Thursday December 15, 1932:


WAGIN ROAD BOARD – MEETING HELD FRIDAY, 9th December


Cronin Road—F.A. Pfeiffer has completed 267 chains of clearing on Cronin-Durack’s Road. 








Wagin Argus and Arthur, Dumbleyung, Lake Grace Express Thursday October 14, 1937:


PARCELS AT STATION


Parcels at the Goods Shed: F.A. Pfeiffer							Article abridged





Wagin Argus and Arthur, Dumbleyung, Lake Grace Express Thursday April 22, 1948:


PERSONAL PARS


We regret to report that Mr Bert Pfeiffer, who was well-known in the Wagin and surrounding districts where he lived for about 40 years, died at the Katanning Hospital on Sunday last, at the age of 75 years.


He came from South Australia to the Wagin district many years ago, and was a returned soldier from the 1914-18 War.





Wagin Argus and Arthur, Dumbleyung, Lake Grace Express Thursday May 27, 1948:


R.S.L. NOTES – WAGIN BRANCH


The monthly meeting of the above branch was held in the Road Board Hall, on Friday, 21st May.


OBITUARY: Mr Ern Hill reported that he attended the funeral of their late Mr Bert Pfeiffer, which took place at Katanning.  Mr Pfeiffer was an old member of this Sub-Branch.  Mr Hill was thanked for representing this Branch.





His grave in Katanning Cemetery, W.A.


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave submitted by Jacqui Andrew








