SAPPER CHARLES WILLIAM PERKINS
3357 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Charles William Perkins was born in 1880 in Adelong, New South Wales the son of Charles William and Rosanna Jane (nee Merryful) Perkins.  
He came to Queensland and married on 2 July, 1905 aged twenty-five years to Marie Annetta Kieby.  In 1912 their residence was Stephens Road, Oxley with his occupation of miner.
Two years later the following was reported in the:

At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 14 January, 1916 the thirty-five-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 172cms (5ft 7½ins) tall, weighing 73.6kgs (162lbs) with a chest expansion of 95-100cms (37½-39½ins) with a fresh complexion, blue eyes that tested to good vision and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination scars on his left arm, scars on left shin and back of head.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Marie Minetta M. Perkins of Five Dock, Sydney NSW and later Macquarie Street, New Farm and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  
He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks from 25 January to 22 March and a day later was allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.

The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW on 12 May they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3357 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him. 

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park, Sydney which was reported in the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
AWL 4-5 August, 1916



Award:

14 days confined to barracks


Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay on 7/8/16

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot the next day.

Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 30 September, 1916 who were situated at Dranoutre, Belgium and working on dugouts at Hill 63 and Trench 121.

He went sick on 21 November, 1916 to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with Piles then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.18 to the 14th General Hospital diagnosed with Haemorrhoids.  
Briefly recuperated at the 1st Convalescent Depot before discharged “unfit” to Base Details at Etaples on November 24.

On 6 December, 1916 was admitted to the 26th General Hospital in Etaples with Piles and two days later invalided to England on the hospital ship Dover Castle from Havre entering the 1st Southern General Hospital, Birmingham for treatment of Haemorrhoids from December 12.

Base Records advised his wife on 29 December, 1916 of his admittance to hospital on 10 December, 1916 and again on 9 January, 1917 that his condition was improving.  His wife advised Base Records that her address had changed to 358 Merthyr Road, New Farm and on 6 February, 1917 it was 39 Barker Street, New Farm.
Sapper was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford on 9 January, 1917 then discharged to furlough on January 17 and report to No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs on 1 February.  
His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:


Marched out to No. 4 Command Depot at Wareham on 9 February and ten days later admitted to the 16th Field Ambulance with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) until 29 March, 1917.  On 1 April, 1917 was classified with B1a3 debility at No. 3 Command Depot in Hurdcott and reclassified with B1a4 debility on 5 May.  Further reclassification of debility was given on 18 May as A3 and again the same on 8 June and June 29.  On 2 July his debility was B1a4.
Was sent to Isolation Camp with mumps on 7 July, 1917 until discharged on 6 August to No. 3 C.D. in Hurdcott.  B1a4 debility was given on 7 August and on August 27 as A3.  Marched out to the Overseas Training Brigade at Perham Downs.
Went sick to Delhi Hospital moving to Tidworth Military Hospital with incontinence of faeces on 3 September then discharged to the Training Depot on September 14, 1917 and classified with B2b debility on 27 September.

On 4 October, 1917 was marched out to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth until 19 October when sent to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge, Deverill.
Sapper Perkins embarked for Australia for a change due to no control of bowels on 5 November, 1917 on board H.T. Themistocles.  Base Records advised his wife on 7 December that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 3 January, 1918 then overland by special train to Brisbane.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 4 February, 1918 as medically unfit.  The British War Medal (18135) and the Victory Medal (17704) were issued to wear to Sapper 3356 Charles William Perkins, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country. 

He returned to Brown Street, New Farm with the occupation of labourer.

Their address in 1921 was Costin Street, Fortitude Valley working as a carter.  By 1925 they were at Rothby, Byram Street, Merthyr and in 1936 in Brown Street, Merthyr with the same occupation.
The Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his service records from Base Records who forwarded them on 1 September, 1939.

His wife Marie Perkins died in July, 1943 with arrangements published in the:


His last address was listed in 1943 at 48 Welsby Street, New Farm with the occupation of labourer.

Charles William Perkins passed away in the Brisbane Hospital on 7 April, 1953 aged 73 years.  Family notices were placed in the:

Cremation took place in Mt Thompson Crematorium.  A plaque can be located on Columbarium 7 in section 27.
Business in connection with his Estate was advertised in the:
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Telegraph (Brisbane) Wednesday November 11, 1914:


THEFT OF MINCING MACHINE – CHARGE AGAINST WHARF LABOURER


Charles William Perkins, on remand was charged in the City Police Court on Tuesday, before Mr E. Eglinton, P.M., with having stolen at New Farm, a mincing machine, valued at 6d, the property of the collector of customs.


Senior-Sergeant Henderson, of the Water Police, prosecuted, and Mr J. Crawford appeared for the accused.


Constable Gilmartin gave evidence of a conversation which he heard between the accused and Mr Munyard (boarding inspector) in the employ of the Customs Department.


Alexander Edward Munyard said that on 4th November, he spoke to the accused about a mincing machine which was found in his bag.  He replied, “as true as God is in heaven, I did not know that it was in my bag.  There was a case with six in, and the other wharf labourers distributed them amongst them.  One of them must have been put in my bag.”  Witness asked for the names of the men who had taken the machines., but the accused said that he did not know them.


John Stewart, customs officer, said that he questioned the accused about the contents of a sugar-bag which was lying near him.  He replied “What bag, I have no bag.”  Witness went toward the bag and witness saw him take some [thing] and threw the bag and its contents behind a stack of cases.  He followed after the bag, and witness saw him take something white from it and hide it under a tarpaulin.  Witness called to a man named Berry, who got from under the tarpaulin the mincing machine.  Witness handed the machine to Berry, to whom the accused gave a fictitious name and address.


After further evidence had been heard a remand until 9.00 p.m. was granted.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday January 20, 1917:


THE ROLL OF HONOUR – AUSTRALIAN CASUALTIES – 262nd LIST


ILL


C.W. Perkins, New Farm (sev.)								Article abridged





Brisbane Courier Saturday January 5, 1918:


THE HOME COMING – MORE SOLDIERS RETURN – OVER 5000 TO DATE


From the Western Front, 386 sick and wounded, but still fine-looking specimens of Australian manhood returned home to Queensland yesterday afternoon, receiving a kindly greeting from the citizens.  They were conveyed in motor cars to the Kangaroo Point Military Hospital, where the ladies of the Red Cross had prepared for them and appetising meal, and where Brigadier-General Irving, on behalf of the Commonwealth, Home Secretary (Mr Huxham), and the Mayor of Brisbane (Alderman Hetherington), on behalf of the citizens, voiced the indebtedness of the people of the State to the splendid men who have gone out and fought and bled—many of them, alas! never to return to the sunshine of Queensland.  


Following is a list of the men who returned yesterday: C.W. Perkins 1st Tun Coy;		Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Wednesday July 21, 1943:


FUNERAL NOTICES


Perkins—The Relatives and Friends of Mr C.W. Perkins, Senr—of 48 Welsby Street, New Farm, Mr and Mrs C.W.L. Perkins Junr., Mr and Mrs E. Kells and Families are invited to attend the Funeral of his beloved Wife, their Mother, Mother-in-law and Grandmother, Marie Annetta Perkins, to leave the Funeral Parlour, 48 Adelaide Street, City, To-morrow (Thursday) Afternoon at 4 o’clock for the Crematorium, Mt Thompson.


CANNON & CRIPPS LTD Funeral Directors





Courier-Mail (Brisbane) Wednesday April 8, 1953:


FUNERAL NOTICES


PERKINS—The Relatives and Friends of Mr and Mrs C.W L. Perkins, of 162 Oxide Drive, New Farm, Mr and Mrs E. Kells and Family are invited to attend the Funeral of their beloved Father, Father-in-law and Grandfather, Charles William Perkins (1st A.T.C., 1st A.I.F.) to leave the Funeral Parlour, 45 Adelaide Street, City, This (Wednesday) Afternoon, after Service, commencing at 4.15 o’clock for the Crematorium Mt Thompson.  No flowers by request.


CANNON & CRIPPS LTD Funeral Directors





Courier-Mail (Brisbane) Saturday May 16, 1953:


LEGAL NOTICES


STATUTORY NOTICES TO CREDITORS:


CHARLES WILLIAM PERKINS, late of 142 Oxide Drive, New Farm, Brisbane who died on the seventh day of April, 1953, at Brisbane Hospital, Brisbane.						Article abridged 








