SAPPER WILLIAM PASCOE
4441 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
William Pascoe stated he was born in Ross, New Zealand about 1878 the son of Thomas and Annie Pascoe.  His father died at Kiemara, Westland, New Zealand and the family came to the goldfields of Western Australia.
At the recruiting depot in Perth, W.A. (5th Military District) on 7 January, 1916 the thirty-eight-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 167cms (5ft 5ins) tall with a chest measurement of 87cms (34ins).  Residential address was Southern Cross and noted his father Thomas was deceased but his mother Annie was alive.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 56.8kgs (125lbs) with a chest expansion of 80-86cms (31½-34ins) and a sallow complexion with blue eyes with dark black hair.  Distinctive mark was one vaccination mark on his left arm and religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Annie Pascoe of Southern Cross, W.A.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.

Basic training commenced in Area 1 of Blackboy Hill camp from 5 February then moved to Area 3 Depot Battalion before being allotted to the No. 6 Tunnelling Company on 10 March, 1916.

Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  

At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp.  Pascoe arrived at the camp where four sections were created and training continued through April and May. The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.

The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.
Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  He left the Aust Reinforcements camp on 12 October and joined the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on October 16 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Sapper was attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company on 26 October, 1916 ceasing to be attached on 3 December, 1916 was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company.

He went to the 73rd Field Ambulance on 7 March, 1917 then moved to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer suffering mumps and was discharged to his unit on March 27 arriving a day later.

Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform on 1 June, 1917 for serving one year abroad.

Leave was to be from 24 March, 1918 but this was cancelled. 
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He received Comfort Gifts from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Club and a thank you letter signed by all recipients was returned and published in the: 
On 23 September, 1918 leave was granted to 7 October and re-joined his unit five days later.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Went sick on 16 December, 1918 to the 1st Aust Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed on Ambulance Train no. 11 to the 4th General Hospital and admitted with periostitis (inflammation of Periosteum (bone tissue.)  Was invalided to England on the hospital ship Ville de Liege and admitted to the Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot on 27 December.  
Sapper was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford and went before the Medical Board with his Statement of Case as:

Disability:
Periostitis Right Tibia


Date of disability:
About July, 1918


Origin of disability:
France


Essential facts:
Injury to shin while at work excavating – chalk struck leg.  Oedema.




Swelling & tenderness persisting.  X-Ray report in No. 13




Difficulty in walking owing to pain

   Causation of disability:
Attributable to active service within war

Present condition:
Localised swelling anterior surface right tibia.  X-Ray report Periosteum





raised – probably after haematoma ossifying at a distance one third from





shaft


Recommendation:
Change to Australia.  B2b debility.


Caused by:

Active service


Aggravated:

Yes above (iii)


Disability permanent:
No 


Re-examination:
Six months


Degree of disablement:
60%


Finding:

Temporarily unfit for General Service for more than six months and unfit





for home service.  19/1/19

Was discharged to furlough on 18 January and report to the No. 2 Command Depot on 1 February, 1919.
Base Records advised his mother on 13 February, 1919 that he had been admitted to Cambridge Hospital, Aldershot on 27 December, 1918 suffering from bronchitis – actual condition not stated.  His address for correspondence was also included.  This letter was unclaimed at Kalgoorlie and returned to Base Records
Marched in from Headquarters, London to Sutton Veny camp to await his voyage home.  On 20 February suffered Synovitis of left knee.  A medical report stated:

Twisted knee in December and went to Dartford Hospital.  Left hospital on 18/1/19 knee still swollen and has some fluid in it. 

His name was among those listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:

Sapper Pascoe was invalided home on 31 March, 1919 on board H.T. Khyber.  Base Records advised his mother on 23 April that he was returning home.  
On 10 April, 1919 the 5th Military District in reply to Base Record’s memo requiring the address of next-of-kin advised it was care of Mrs Millwood, Wittenoom Street, Kalgoorlie.
From the transport Fremantle, W.A. was sighted at 10 a.m. on 3 May, 1919 delivering 214 West Australians into quarantine then left for Adelaide, S.A. the next day at 4 p.m.  
Unrest with the soldiers due to a smallpox outbreak caused the following incident reported in the:

Some of the men were released from quarantine and reported in the:

Sapper’s release from quarantine occurred on 23 May, 1919 and three days later went before the Disembarkation Medical Board at No. 8 Aust General Hospital, Fremantle after an overnight stay on 25 May and his Statement of Case reads:

Injury to left knee causing Synovitis Dec, 1918.  Invalided home.     (sgd.) W. Pascoe


Essential facts: (a) Military Service


Knee still a little weak – no swelling 


Heart – clear


Disability caused by: (c) on duty


Dentally fit


Recommendation: yes


Board’s opinion: due to military service

Degree of improvement:  deemed improvement with time


General labour market:  15% for six months

He was referred to the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers.

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 10 July, 1919 as medically unfit.

The British War Medal (11222) and the Victory Medal (11091) were issued to Sapper William Pascoe, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

His mother Annie Pascoe passed away in 1922 aged 77 years.  Family notices were published in the:

On the death of his sister Mrs McCarthy, he was mentioned living in Perth in 1946 in the:


The following is a possible match for him.

A William Pascoe is listed at Central Terrace, Queens Park in 1954 as a plumber.
An Albert William James Pascoe passed away on 3 November, 1958, aged 82 years, late of Queens Park, Perth and registered son of Thomas and Annie Pascoe.  Cemetery records give birthdate as 17 March, 1876.
Burial took place in the Anglican portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section FA in grave no. 411.

His sister Mrs Alice Emelie Rose Millwood died in 1961, a daughter of Thomas and Annie Pascoe and cremated at the Karrakatta Crematorium.
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Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS – MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—No 4441 W. Pascoe, 


											Article abridged





Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday March 18, 1919:


AUSTRALIANS IN ACTION – W.A. ROLL OF HONOUR


The 400th list of casualties among West Australians in the A.I.F. is as follows:


4441, Spr. William Pascoe, Southern Cross;						Article abridged





The West Australian Tuesday May 6, 1919


THE KHYBER INCIDENT


Mr M. Donnes, president of the South Fremantle Branch of the R.S.A. gave yesterday what he contended was the correct version of the communication that was held with the soldiers on board the troopship Khyber, which was moored in the stream opposite F. Shed, and was flying the yellow flag.  He said: “The men on the troopship wanted to know the position of things.  They said they had some complaints to make about the ship, and asked me to get as close as I could.  I got a dinghy and rowed out to them.  I told them the position and they said: ‘If you want us we will get out the boats and come.  I told them that the yellow flag was flying over the ship, and asked them, as that was the case, not to leave the ship under any circumstances whatever.  I said the returned soldiers and the people generally would think more of them for staying on the ship while it was in quarantine.” 





The Western Argus Saturday May 17, 1919


RETURNED SOLDIERS


THE KHYBER LIST


At 10 o’clock this morning 24 men of s.s. Khyber will be released from quarantine, and they will arrive at E. Shed at 11 o’clock.





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday May 27, 1922:


FUNERAL NOTICES


PASCOE—The friends of Mr and Mrs McCarthy, Mr and Mrs Millwood, William and Richard, sons and daughters, are respectfully invited to follow the remains of their late beloved mother, Annie Pascoe, to the Church of England portion of Kalgoorlie Cemetery.  The funeral will leave her late residence, 7 Wittenoom-st. at 2 o’clock THIS DAY (Saturday) May 27, 1922.


A and J. LYLE Undertakers





His mother Annie Pascoe’s grave Kalgoorlie Cemetery, WA. - Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website





West Australian Thursday November 21, 1946:


DEATHS


McCARTHY—On November 20, 1946, at her residence, 154 Edward-street, Perth Vondeline, dearly loved wife of the late Michael McCarthy and beloved sister of Alice (Mrs J. Millwood, Kalgoorlie), William (Perth) and Richard Pascoe (Welshpool); aged 71 years.  At rest.





West Australian Thursday December 12, 1946:


BEREAVEMENT NOTICES


MRS A MILLWOOD, of Kalgoorlie, Mr W. Pascoe, of East Perth and Mr R. Pascoe, of Welshpool, wish to thank all kind relatives and friends for their floral tributes, cards, letters, messages and personal expressions of sympathy in their recent sad loss.  Will all please accept this as a personal express of their thanks.








