SAPPER ERLE ROBERT WILLIAM PASCOE 
234 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Holyhead, Anglesea, Wales was the birthplace of Erle Robert William Pascoe in 1871 the son of William Stephen and Agnes (Borrowman) Pascoe.  
The family were residing at 21 Newry Street, Holyhead and consisted of William (28) mariner, Agnes (25) with Janet (3), Percy (16mths) and Erle (3-day-old infant) plus Ellen Pritchard (16) and Catherine Roberts (43) domestic servants. 
A decade later in 1881 the family were at 8 Gwyther Street North, Pembroke, Wales with citizens being William (38) mariner, Agnes (36), Sarah (13), Erle (10) Stanley (8), Emily (6), Hilda (5) scholars and Norman (6mths) with Sophia (16) domestic servant.

He came to Queensland, Australia and was working in 1913 as an engineer living at Gavan Street, Bundaberg.  In 1915 he was working at the sugar mill near Childers, Qld. 
On 10 November, 1915 he applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination in Maryborough.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Acknowledgment to the volunteers was published in the: 
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Forms of Attestation were completed in Brisbane, (1st Military District) on November 11 for the single forty-four-year-old fitter and describe him as 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall, weighing 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a chest expansion of 92-99cms (36-38½ins) and had a fair complexion with blue eyes that tested to poor eyesight and grey hair.  Distinctive marks were 4 vaccination scars on his right arm and three on the left arm.  Religion was Church of England.  
Next-of-kin originally nominated was his friend Arthur Dangerfield of Isis Central Mill, via Childers and later his sister Nurse Janet Pascoe of great Yarmouth, Norfolk, England and in 1916 to care of Mrs Bayliss, 108A Stanbole Avenue, Streatham Hill S.W. London.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Basic training commenced in Brisbane with the Mining Corps then sent to Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales to join other volunteers in training as a Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 234 assigned to No. 1 Company.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  
On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’

The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 24 December, 1916.

On 2 March, 1917 Sapper was admitted to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with diarrhoea moving to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station three days later.  Conveyed on Ambulance Train no.26 to Outreau entered the 2nd Canadian Stationary Hospital for further treatment of diarrhoea.

The hospital ship St George invalided him to England on March 9 being admitted to the 3rd London General Hospital at Wandsworth on March 10, 1917.  Was transferred on 10 April to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford and on 7 May discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper Pascoe embarked for home service in Australia due to overage on 23 May, 1917 onboard H.T. Ayrshire.  The troopship docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on July 19, 1917 with news of their impending arrival reported in the:

Travelling on a special train to Brisbane (1st M.D.) the soldiers arrived at the station on July 21, 1917.
Their arrival was reported in the:

Military discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 16 August, 1917 as medically unfit.  For serving his country Sapper 234 Erle Robert Wilson Pascoe, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (12192) and the Victory Medal (12033).

A year later he appeared in the Maryborough Police Court as follows:


He then worked as a forty-nine-year-old fitter on the steamship to England returning to Brisbane on the steamer Mahana on 6 January, 1919.
In 1919 he is listed at Qunaba in the Bundaberg region working as an engineer.
He had moved to the Newcastle region as marine chief engineer where in 1930 he was living at 156 Young Street, Carrington, Merewether working as an engineer.

Base Records prepared a Statement of Service for the Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission which was forwarded on 14 April, 1931.

During 1936-1937 he is at 27 Llewellyn Street, Merewether with the same occupation.  By 1943 he had retired to John Street, Cardiff, near Lake Macquarie about 17 kilometres south-west from Newcastle.

Erle Robert Wilson Pascoe died in Newcastle Hospital on 25 February, 1944 aged 73 years.  Interment took place in the general portion of Sandgate Cemetery, within section 27 in plot 1.
Announcement was placed in the:

Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Thursday November 11, 1915:


RECRUITING


There were five recruits accepted for enlistment at the Lennox-street Drill Shed yesterday viz. Messrs E.R.W. Pascoe, A.W. Doyle, R.T. Corrie, J.R. Kirkley (Maryborough), and F.J. Christopher (Yerra).  Messrs Pascoe, Doyle, Corrie and Christopher left by mail train last night for Enoggera. 





Sydney Morning Herald Friday July 20, 1917: 


INVALID SOLDIERS RETURNING


A number of invalid soldiers will arrive this morning.  Friends and relatives who have received tickets marked “R” from the Staff Officer for Invalids and Returned Soldiers will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9 a.m. to meet their men.


Queensland invalids will be taken direct to the Central Railway Station where they may be seen by their friends.  They will leave for Brisbane at 11.15 a.m.  The Newtown Men’s Voluntary Aid Detachment will accompany the Queenslanders.


Red Cross motor cars numbered on the register from 174 to 230 are required to be at the No. 1 Wharf, Woolloomooloo at five minutes to 9 a.m.





Queenslander (Brisbane) Saturday July 28, 1917:


RETURNED HEROES


Ninety-two more of the gallant lads who have been upholding the honour of Queensland in France arrived in Brisbane by special train on Saturday afternoon.


There were no cot cases and generally the men were a worthy lot of soldiers, showing all that is best in Australian manhood. 


The men who returned were as follows:


E.R.W. Pascoe								Article abridged 





Maryborough Chronicle, Wide Bay and Burnett Advertiser Saturday November 9, 1918:


DRUNKENNESS


At the Police Court yesterday, before Mr Jas. Bracewell, P.M., Erle Robert William Pascoe (46) was charged with drunkenness in Wharf-street.  Defendant pleaded guilty.  Senior Sergeant Sullivan said he was a good tradesman, but spent all his money on drunk.  The Magistrate committed the defendant and fined him 10/, in default 48 hours in the lock-up.





His grave is unmarked in Sandgate Cemetery, NSW.








Photo sourced from Sandgate Cemetery website
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Newcastle Morning Herald and Miners’ Advocate 


Monday February 28, 1944:


DEATHS


PASCOE—25/2/1944.  At Newcastle Hospital, Erle Robert Wilson Pascoe, late of Cardiff, formerly of 27 Llewellyn-Street, Merewether.  Privately interred., Sandgate.








