SERGEANT CHARLES OSBORNE
3657 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Charles Osborne stated he was born in 1886 in Woolwich, London, England the son of Agnes Osborne.  Military experience was gained from five years with the Woolwich Volunteers.
He came to Australia.

At the Sydney Town Hall recruiting office on 8 December, 1915 the single twenty-nine-year-old fireman applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of attestation describe him as 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 62.7kgs (138lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-92cms (33-36ins) and a light complexion, very poor eyesight in both blue eyes and fair hair.  Church of England was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was initially his sister Mrs Goodfellow of Rush Street, Paddington, Sydney then changed to his mother Mrs Agnes Osborne of 45 Kashgar Road, Annistead, Kent, England.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance at Liverpool camp, near Sydney on December 29.
Basic training commenced with D Coy, 13th Battalion from December 28, 1915 to 8 March, 1916 then allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company as a Sapper.  About May 11 moved to Rosebery Park, Sydney where he was promoted to be Corporal on May 16.

Meanwhile the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park which was reported in the:
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The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:


The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.  
On August 28, 1916 was promoted to be Sergeant.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot the next day.  Corporal was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 25 September, 1916.
The Company was situated at Poperinghe, Belgium maintaining, listening and working underground on the Hill 60 mining system.  On 1 March, 1917 Sergeant was wounded in action suffering a severe gunshot wound to his right leg and taken to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station.  On March 7 was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.26 and admitted to the 13th Stationary Hospital at Boulogne with gunshot wound amputated thigh right leg.  

On 16 March, 1917 was invalided to England on the hospital ship Cambria being admitted to the Military Hospital Frensham Hill a day later with gunshot wound hip.  
His mother advised military authorities that her address was now 21a Myra Street, Plumsted, Kent, Eng and was entered on his card on 21 March, 1917.  She was advised by London authorities of his progress.

Was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on 2 April then moved to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital, Southall on April 26 where he remained.  
Miss Lena Hide of 10 Fitzroy Street, Surry Hills, Sydney wrote to Base Records on 8 May, 1917 asking if they could let her know what hospital Sergeant Charles Osborne was in.  She said he left Sydney as a Corporal and made Sergeant in England.  She was hoping they would let her know as soon as they could.
Base Records replied on 12 May, 1917 stating that Sergeant Osborne was reported having been admitted on 9/3/17 to the 13th Stationary Hospital, Boulogne, France suffering from a gunshot wound hip, severe.  He was subsequently reported progressing favourably and transferred on 16/3/17 to Military Hospital, Frensham, England.  Their latest advice was to the effect that he was again transferred on 26/4/17 to the 2nd Auxiliary Hospital, Southampton, England, amputation right leg, severe.  Letter address as under would be forwarded to wherever he was located at date of their arrival.  His address was 1st (late 4th) Tunnelling Company, A.I.F. abroad.

His Kit was inspected at 2nd A.A.H on 14 November, 1917 and contained the following items:

Hat badge, 1 out of 2 ankle boots, braces, hair, shaving and tooth brushes, comb, greatcoat, Khaki hat, holdall, housewife, cardigan jacket, razor and case, flannel shirt, singlet, woollen socks, chin strap, service jacket and slacks.

He was issued with:

Two pairs’ drawers, flannel shirt and two Australia titles while his service jacket was withdrawn.
Discharged to furlough on 15 November and re-admitted back to hospital at Southall on 10 December, 1917.  Discharged again to furlough on 15 December and returned on December 29, 1917.
On 31 December was re-admitted to Southall then discharged to furlough on 29 January, 1918 and report back to hospital on 17 February.  
His kit was issued on 3 January, 1918 with special boot and stump and boot laces.

Reported as ordered and re-admitted to hospital due to amputation on his right leg.

Was discharged from Southall 15 March, 1918 to the Training Depot and the following items issued to his Kit:

Singlet, woollen socks, towel, 2 collar badges and a comforter cap.  Withdrawn was khaki felt hat.

Sergeant Osborne embarked for discharge in Australia due to amputation lower third right leg on 16 March, 1918 on board H.T. Wiltshire.  The transport left the Suez on March 20 due to arrive in Melbourne (3rd Military District).  News of their impending arrival was published in the:


The transport docked in Melbourne on 1 May, 1918 and the soldiers for New South Wales were entrained for Sydney (2nd Military district) arriving the following day.  A list of those returned to NSW was printed in the:

The 2nd Military District forwarded his medical and service documents to Base Records on 8 July, 1918 advising that the soldier returned on 2 May, 1918 and was discharged in consequence of medical unfitness on 16 July, 1918.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 16 July, 1918 as medically unfit.
The British War Medal (47071) and the Victory Medal (45965) were issued to wear to Sergeant 3637 Charles Osborne, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

The Central Office, Department of Repatriation, Melbourne requested copies of his service documents which were sent from Base Records on 2 March, 1964. 

His Repatriation file was closed in 1969 and was lodged with the Sydney Branch.
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						


Article abridged





Town and Country Journal Wednesday May 24, 1916:





Corporal C. Osborne is identified as circled





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Monday 22 April, 1918:


RETURNING INVALIDS


The following is a nominal roll of sick and wounded returning to Australia per troopship “N”:


Sgt C. Osborne										


Article abridged





The Age Tuesday April 30, 1918:


RETURNING WOUNDED – MEN IN LIST “N” EXPECTED TOMORROW


Another party of returning sick and wounded Australian soldiers will, it is expected, reach Melbourne to-morrow.  The contingent comprises 31 Victorians, 32 men for New South Wales, 18 Queenslanders, 10 South Australians and 4 Tasmanians.








