SAPPER HERBERT OLSEN
4436 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Brisbane, Queensland was the birthplace of Axel Victor Herbert Olsen on 31 July, 1890 the son of Ole and Sophie Christian Mathine (nee Petersen) Olsen.  After his father died his widow remarried Johann Anderson and the family went to the goldfields of Western Australia.  He stated he had served eighteen months with the cadets.
At the Senior Cadets recruiting depot in Kalgoorlie on 7 January, 1916 the single twenty-five-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 169cms (5ft 6¼ins) tall, weighing 65.9kgs (154lbs) with the chest expansion of 86-90cms (32½-35½ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and fair hair.  Church of England was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs M. Anderson of 30 Dart Street, Boulder.  
He swore Allegiance to King and Country on 25 January and signed the form on 19 February, 1916 at Belmont camp.
Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:
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Recruiting for the No. 6 Tunnelling Company had commenced on March 7, 1916 by Captain Lawson and his four officers.  Instruction classes were formed of officers and N.C.O.’s as there was insufficient time to attend the Engineer’s School in Sydney.  Recruits were forthcoming in abundant numbers and the aim was to have good physical types of skilled W.A. Miners.  Herbert Olsen was allotted on 10 March, 1916.
At Blackboy Hill camp the new company paraded daily with sister companies until March 27 when the Company moved camp to Belmont camp.  Olsen arrived at the camp on 1 May where four sections were created and training continued through April and May. The remainder of May was occupied in the usual training: musketry, trench work and night work while equipment and clothing issue was also in progress.  Here a difficulty was met in that the general size of the men was considerably above the average and some little trouble was experienced in getting all accurately fitted.

Early in May, 1916 the No. 4 Tunnelling Company consisting of six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks making up two sections, embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  

At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   

The 7713-ton transport Warilda departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). One Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 
The public of Perth were kept informed on the progress of the No. 6 Tunnelling Company and published in various newspapers:
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The No. 6 Company paraded through the city of Perth where the fine physique of the men, who marched with arms bare to the elbow excited universal admiration.

His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 4436.

The transport arrived in port at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916.  The whole company consisting of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 officer and 32 O.Rs entrained at Belmont at 2 p.m., every man physically fit being present and boarded Warilda which left the harbour the same evening.  Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.  The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the following day.  On 25 September Sapper left to join the 3rd Tunnelling Company arriving on 30 September, 1916.

Mining was vigorously carried out in the Red Lamp, Tillaloy, Fauquissart & Chapigny Sectors in the first days of October.  Service continued without incident and was issued with two Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving on year abroad on 1 June, 1917.

He received a number of gifts of comfort sent by the Ladies Committee in Kalgoorlie and recipients signed the thank-you letters which were reprinted in the:


Sapper was slightly wounded in action on 3 March, 1918 but remained on duty.
The company was doing progressive work on excavation for R.A.M.C., Aid Posts, and garrison Dugouts.  The development on the Hythe tunnel with emergency exits, drives and inclines to four M.G. Emplacements and proposed Trench Mortar Emplacements were constructed.  Three M.G. Emplacements, of the Champagne type, were completed and two additional embrasures with approaches from the tunnel also completed.

On March 15, 1918 Base Records notified his mother that he had been reported wounded in action.  His address would have been included for correspondence.

On 26 March, 1918 Sapper was wounded in action for the 2nd Occasion suffering the effects of gas and taken to the 130th Aust Field Ambulance moving to the 51st Casualty Clearing Station.  Two days later was transferred to Base then admitted to the 7th General Hospital at St Omer for further treatment.  

On 8 April was sent to the 7th Convalescent Depot in Boulogne and a day later moved to the 10th Convalescent Depot at Ecault and two days following entered the 5th Rest Camp until 13 April.   Returned to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles remaining six days then left to re-join his unit arriving on April 22, 1918.
Notification from Base Records was sent to his mother on 17 April, 1918 advising he had been wounded for the 2nd Occasion suffering the effects of gas poisoning.  For correspondence his address was included.

In the Casualty List his name was published in the:


Proceeded on leave on 11 October, 1918 and resumed duties on 27 October.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Further leave was granted from France on 4 February and returned from England on February 18.

Orders were received on 27 March, 1919 to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot and they left from there on 2 April crossing the English Channel and marched in to the No. 3 Group camp at Codford the next day.

After demobilisation Sapper Olsen embarked for home on 1 June, 1919 on board H.T. Somali.  Base Records advised his mother on 24 June that he was returning home.  
His name was among those soldiers listed as returning in:


The transport docked in Fremantle (5th Military District) on 8 July, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Perth (5th M.D.) on 23 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
The British War Medal (11219) and the Victory Medal (11088) was issued to Sapper 4436 Herbert Olsen, 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
In 1922 he was living at 30 Dart Street, Boulder and by 1936 was at Marmion Street, East Fremantle working as a labourer where he remained listed until 1949.

The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service record from Base Records which was sent on 20 October, 1954.
It is possible he died in Victoria as his Repatriation file is lodged in Melbourne.
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Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday January 8, 1916:


KALGOORLIE RECRUITING


Out of a score of volunteers examined at Kalgoorlie yesterday the following fifteen were accepted:


Herbert Olsen,										Article accepted





The West Australian June 1, 1916:


THE WESTERN MAIL


The war pictures appearing in this week’s issue of the Western Mail:  


In addition, the “Mail” contains a fine photograph of the No 6 Tunnelling Company, as well as an illustration of their march through the streets of the city on Tuesday last, and a photograph of the officers who have been appointed to command the men. 





The West Australian Wednesday May 31, 1916:


THE TUNNELLING COMPANY - PARADE THROUGH CITY STREETS


  Although the numerical strength of the troops which paraded the city streets yesterday morning was considerably less than that of previous parades, and despite the fact that citizens have become accustomed to the sight of khaki-clad warriors, the men of the No.6 Tunnelling Company and the Claremont N.C.O. school met with a hearty reception as they swung along to the inspiriting music of the Blackboy Hill band.  


The line of route was freely bedecked with flags, whilst the large crowds, if somewhat undemonstrated denoted none the less by their presence their keen appreciation of that sense of patriotism which found its highest expression in the long line of soldiers answering to the call of Empire.  In physique and general bearing the men were equal to their comrades who have gone before.  Leaving James-street well on appointed time, the column swung into Beaufort-street and over the bridge in to Barrack-street.  		


The members of the N.C.O. school, about 113 strong, under Captain Thompson, followed the band, the No.6 Tunnelling Company, with its first reinforcements, totalling nearly 400 men, under Captain Lawson, bringing up the rear.  At the head of the Tunnellers was borne the flag recently presented to the company.After traversing Barrack and Hay streets the column entered St George’s-terrace via Victoria-avenue.  Opposite Government House his Excellency (Sir Harry Barron), with whom were the State Commandant (Colonel J.H. Bruche), Major P.H. Meeks and Major Wilkinson, A.D.C., took the salute.  Passing along the Terrace the route was via William and Wellington streets to the station.  The men paraded in full fighting equipment.





The No.6 Tunnelling Company - - Photograph taken at the W.A.T.C. Course, Belmont, where the men have been in training





Tuesday’s parade of troops.  The No.6 Tunnelling Company and the members of the N.C.O. School,


Claremont, marching through the city.





Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday February 13, 1917:


GIFTS FOR THE SOLDIERS


Sapper J. Back, writing from France on Nov 5 to Mrs R.M. Jordan, secretary of the Goldfields Women’s Club, says—


“I have much pleasure in writing you a few lines on behalf of the men in my section, for the kindness bestowed on us by yourself, and the Women’s Club of Kalgoorlie and Boulder, in sending us a packet containing cigarettes, tobacco, socks, mittens, etc.  We all enjoy a good smoke, coming as it does all the way from the West and we give great credit to you one and all.  Our company has been very lucky up to the present, and I hope it will continue so, that we may be able to come back and thank you personally.  Excuse this short note of thanks; I am a poor one with the pencil or pen, for this is not in a soldier’s line.  But for all that, our hearts are all back there with you.  So now I will conclude by sending our best of wishes and the compliments of the season to you all.”


The undersigned signatures of soldiers who received gifts were attached— H. Olsen,	


Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday June 15, 1917:


A LADY’S LETTER


Sara Sala, of Herperus-street, South Boulder, has received the following letter from her son Sapper O. Sala, somewhere in France, acknowledging receipt of two parcels of comforts, the result of her daughter Doris’ birthday party, which were forwarded to him last January: — “France, April 1, 1917.—Dear Doris,—We, the undersigned, thank you and the children for the two nice parcels of comforts that you sent to us boys over here.  We think it was very kind of you to have your birthday party, and to give up your presents for us. They were divided amongst the No. 1 section of the No. 3 Tunnelling Company.  (Signed) J. Glover, J. Millane, C. O’Neill, J. Spence, J. Buck, M. Sherridan, W. Benson, M. Burns, E. Keavon, A. McLean, A. Spence, J. Quentrell, H. Olsen, J. Elliot, W. Burke, T. Flanigan, B. Donnelly, W. Bunning, A. Symons, T. Ritter, C. Barden, C. Hitchens. O. Sala, T. McLean, E. Butler, J. Williams, J. Smith, T. Daly, Cahill, Ashly, Barnett.





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS – MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—No.4436 H. Olsen,


											Article abridged





Daily News Saturday May 4, 1918:


WOUNDED


Spr. Herbert Olsen, Boulder, second occasion, gas;					Article abridged





The West Australian Thursday June 26, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – THE SOMALI LIST - BIG WESTERN CONTINGENT


The troopship Somali, now en route to Australia, is carrying a very large contingent of Western Australians—1,360 in all.  The nominal roll, which is liable to correction on account of mutilation in cabling and other causes, is as follows: 4436 Spr. H. Olsen							Article abridged





Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday July 15, 1919:


SOMALI TROOPS LANDED – ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION


Perth, July 8.


The transport Somali, with over 1300 W.A. troops on board arrived at Fremantle this morning.  This is easily the largest number of home troops that have yet disembarked at a W.A. port, and the coastal residents had resolved to give them a big reception.  On Sunday, however, it was announced that owing to the occurrence of several cases of mild influenza and other infectious diseases, the troops would be definitely quarantined for seven days, some at Fremantle and others at Albany.  As the result of this notification, not only were the reception ceremonies abandoned, but people from the country put off their proposed trip to meet their soldier relatives.


Then, at the last minute, it was decided to cancel the quarantine decision, and allow the men to land straight away.  The news quickly spread, and, despite drizzling rain, several thousand people had gathered on the wharves as the Somali came alongside, shortly before noon, to the accompaniment of great cheering and screeching of whistles.  When the men had all been landed, they formed into column, and marched through the streets, headed by the Blackboy Hill Band.  The streets were thronged with cheering crowds.  The officer commanding was Colonel C.H. Elliott, C.M.G., D.S.O. (Tasmania), who also wears the Legion of Honour, Colonel, H.B. Collet, C.M.G., D.S.O., West Australia, who was the original C.O. of the 28th Battalion, was aboard. 	


The Minister for Health, Mr Colebatch, referring to the bungle in the arrangements, said: — “The statement of the Director of Quarantine that the State authorities insisted on quarantining the Somali because during the voyage there had been some cases of ordinary colds, sore throats, and mild fever on board, although the senior medical officer was prepared to sign a declaration that there had been no influenza or pneumonia during the voyage, is entirely contrary to the facts.  The State authorities have never suggested quarantining for ordinary colds, sore throats, or mild fever, and have always left it to the Federal authorities to say whether or not a vessel is infected with pneumonic influenza. 








