SAPPER MICHAEL PATRICK O’TOOLE
7849 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Michael (Mick) Patrick O’Toole stated he was born at La Trobe, Tasmania about 1874 and his birth appears to have not been registered.  His sister Bridget Elizabeth O’Toole was born in 1862 in Tasmania and parents were Michael O’Toole (died 1904) and Roseanna (Rose) Doran (died 1906 at La Trobe.)  Bridget married James J. Collins.  It was said he went to work at the goldfields in Western Australia before returning to Tasmania before 1915.
Early in November, 1915 Professor T.W. Edgeworth David from Sydney, New South Wales and Captain T.H. Vincent visited mining centres in Tasmania as part of their recruiting drive for a Tasmanian unit of the Mining Corps and was almost complete by the response from all miners.
At the recruiting depot at Queenstown, Tasmania on 8 November, 1915 the forty-one-year-old widower miner and carpenter applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars of the La Trobe resident show he was 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Attestation forms were completed and describe him further weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a fair complexion, good vision in his grey eyes and hair was grey.  Distinctive marks were a scars at base of throat, on interior right wrist surface.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Bridget Collins of Seabrook Road, Somerset, Tas.

The Oath of Enlistment was taken at Ross, Tasmania on 11 November, 1915 where basic training commenced the same day until transferred to Claremont camp in December.  News of this was announced in the: 
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The new recruits were transferred from Claremont camp, Tas about 16 December, 1915 to Casula Camp, near Liverpool, NSW where he was allotted to the No. 3 Company of the Corps in the rank of Sapper.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Casula 16/1/16 Absent from duty trench party



Award:

Fined 5 shillings by Lt L.J. Coulter



Offence:
Casula 19/1/16 AWL



Award:

7 days detention





Referred to Commanding Officer by Lt L.J. Coulter for discharge.

Major Fewtrell wrote to the Assistant-Adjutant General, A.I.F. Liverpool on 31 January, 1916 advising that Sapper O’Toole was awarded seven days detention at Victoria Barracks and on completion of sentence recommended for discharge.  He previously was fined for being absent from duty.  This man will not make an efficient soldier being of a quarrelsome nature and always causing trouble.  
Length of service 75 days.  Last entry in conduct book 17/1/16.  General character – fair.

In consequence Sapper O’Toole was discharged on 1 February, 1916.

He went to work at the Great Cobar Mining Company at Cobar, NSW.
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On 11 May, 1916 Mr R.H. Ready from the Commonwealth of Australia, The Senate, Melbourne wrote to Captain McLean asking if he could tell him of the whereabouts (if discharged what for) of No. 1744 Sapper M.P. O’Toole, Miners Corps, Claremont or elsewhere.  
At the Nyngan Recruiting Office on 9 August, 1917 the unmarried forty-three-year-old carpenter re-applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed and describe him further as 177cms (5ft 9½ins), weighing 78kgs (161lbs) with a chest expansion 90-97cms (35½-38ins) with a dark complexion, good vision in his brown eyes and grey hair.  Distinctive marks were a large scar across front of throat (old Collis fracture), 2 vaccination scars on right arm.  Teeth require attention – must see dentist.  Roman Catholic was his religion. Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Mrs Bridget Collins, Somerset, Tasmania.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 16 August, 1917.
Basic training commenced at the Showground camp, Moore Park the same day until 21 August when placed with the Engineers Reinforcements.  Final leave was taken from 1st to 5th September and the following day transferred to the Tunnelling Reinforcements training camp at Bendigo, Victoria joining the May, 1917 Reinforcements.  Military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with them which was dated 12 September, 1917 at Bendigo leaving the whole of his military pay whether deferred or by way of pension to Mrs Florence Margaret O’Toole (wife) G.P.O. Sydney.
He married Margaret Florence Gregg formerly Gibson in Victoria before he embarked from Melbourne and is listed as next-of-kin on his records dated 13 November, 1917.  The following divorce was reported in the:
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The troopship HMAT A71 Nestor departed Port Melbourne, Vic on November 21, 1917 with 168 Reinforcements on board.  The voyage of twenty-five days duration terminated at the Suez on December 15, 1917 and the men disembarked going to the Australian Infantry Camp, Suez the same day.   

They entrained for Alexandria on January 4, 1918 and marched into the Australian Camp, Gabbary, in Alexandria on January 5.  They boarded on January 8, 1918 the Transport E620 Abbasiah, disembarking at Taranto, Italy on 12 January.  
It was an unusual journey for the troops to undertake the weeklong train travel from Taranto to Cherbourg, France, and to then cross the English Channel to Southampton, England disembarking on January 24, 1918. 
A further entrainment completed their journey to Tidworth and they marched into No. 3 Details Camp at Parkhouse.  

The Reinforcement proceeded overseas from Southampton on 10 March, 1918 arriving a day later at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles. Three days later at the Aust Corps Depot, Caestre was assigned to the 2nd Tunnelling Company in the field and taken on strength on March 19, 1918.
On 24 April, 1918, a month after arriving on the front, Sapper O’Toole was killed in action aged 44 years with burial taking place in Bonnay Communal Cemetery Extension, France, 1¼ miles from Corbie.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following for that day.
“24/4/18

Enemy attacked and took VILLERS-BRETTONNEUX.  Heavy shelling and gas shelling of BONNAY, CORBIE etc., causing a number of casualties in the Coy.

Weather fine.”
The Red Cross Bureau in London sought information for families of those soldiers missing, killed in action or died of wounds or disease and kept a card register from informants on circumstances surrounding their disappearance or how they died.  
The following are some of the cards referring to his demise held by them: 
     2nd Tun Coy






O’TOOLE, M.P.  7849

Killed in Action 24-4-18

I did not see him killed, but he was running out of a billet to another cover and got hit in the stomach by shrapnel, dying on the operating table at La Houssoye, between Franvillers and Pont Noyelles.  I saw his grave in a Cemetery near La Houssoye, with cross erected on it.







Informant: Foley, W.H. 7961









        2nd Tun Coy










WESTHAM
W.A. Rand
London 9-8-18 H.G.


2nd Tun Coy






O’TOOLE, M.P. 7849
Killed in Action 24-4-18

O’Toole had just come out of a billet (a cellar) at Querrieux when a shell landed and killed him outright, practically blown to pieces.  He is buried at Querrieux.  I came in a day or two afterwards and knowing him well made inquiries about him, and was told by those present, one of whom was James O’Connell, 2nd Tun Coy (late 27th Batt.) now with unit.  I can’t say if a cross was erected, but most likely one would be.







Informant: Cross A.F. 9586









    2nd Tun Coy









       Hut 21 WESTHAM

W.A. Rand
London 10-8-18

J.E.A.


Aust Tunnellers 2





O’TOOLE, M.P. 7849

Killed in Action 24-4-18

I came over with him in the ‘Nestor’ sailing from Melbourne in November 1917.  I think he is a miner.  He was medium, dark and sometimes had a moustache, married.  On 24th April we were at Bonnay.  In the early morning O’Toole was not on duty left his billet and he was hit by a piece of shell just behind the C/S.  He died there.  I helped carry his body to the cemetery at Bonnay where he was buried.







Informant: Cullen, E.C. No. 7797









      2nd Tun Coy










Aust Conv. Depot, Rouelles


2nd Tun Coy






O’TOOLE, M.P. 7849

Killed in Action 24-4-18

My mate Spr M.C. Evans 7788 – 2nd Tun Coy told me he was killed by a shell.  I think it must have been in the Bonnay Sector.  I saw his grave with a good cross erected in Bonnay Military Cemetery, that was in May.  I knew him as O’Toole, and think he came from Boulder City, Western Australia.







Informant: Baker, Spr J. 7376










HAREFIELD

A.D.G.

London

30-8-18
The Commandant 2nd Military District was advised by cable on 4 May, 1918 of the soldier’s death and acknowledgement of their cable was returned on May 6 and his next-of-kin notified.  A copy of his service records was made for the Pension Department on 8 May.
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A Telegram was sent from Victoria Barracks, Sydney on 8 May, 1918 to Base Records in Melbourne as follows:

Base Records replied on 9 May, 1918 in reference to their wire concerning the deceased and begged to state that his name had been withheld from press copies of Casualty List 402 and will appear in official copies only.

His widow wrote to Base Records on 10 June, 1918 stating she received their official advice on her husband being killed on 24 April, 1918.  She was alone with one son at the front fighting for this and she had no friends and relatives to do anything in matters for her.  So will you grant me please any information or particulars they could concerning his death as she would like to hear them all and sincerely oblige.  This had been a terrible blow to her, he only being away a little time.  She had been watching the daily papers and her husband’s name is not in the casualty list, please state why.
Mrs O’Toole wrote on 25 June, 1918 from 434 Moore Park Road, Paddington disputing that her husband’s name had appeared in List 402 of 23 May, 1918.  “Well, I am sorry to say Sir, that I never seen it and am sending you 402 List and I am sure I have not overlooked it.  I have got every paper since 1st April with Casualties lists in and I have never come across it up till now.  I have met people who had lost husband’s before mine and received news of them and had their name in the list of killed in action.  Sincerely oblige me.”
Base Records replied on 2 July, 1918 stating that perusal of the records there shows that his name did appear in Casualty List no. 402.  The cutting she enclosed shows that it was not included in the Press report.  It was noted that several other names did not appear in the list either.  The writer added that their department was not responsible for the lists as they appear in the Daily Press.  A copy was furnished to the Newspaper Authorities and they were responsible for same appearing in their particular paper.
Mrs Florence Margaret O’Toole was issued with a widow’s military pension to 434 Moore Park Road, Sydney of forty shillings per fortnight from 4 July, 1918.

News of his death was published in the write-up of casualties appearing in the:
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Her son Private 798 Rupert Gregg, 44th Battalion died of wounds on 26 August, 1918 and husband of May Edith Gregg of Jarrahdale, W.A.
His sister Mrs James Collins of Ulverstone, Tas wrote to Base Records on 2 October, 1918 asking for information of this soldier, who was her brother, after being informed by a nephew of hers that he was killed in action some months ago.  
She was very anxious to know if it was true as she had not been notified by the Defence Department.  She was living in Somerset, Tas when he left for the front and cannot understand him being killed in action in France.  The last letter she had from him was written New Year’s Day, 1918, he was still in Palestine in Jerusalem.  I have been writing regular but I have not heard from him since.  Any information would be gratefully received.
Base Records replied on October 16 and regretted to inform her that her brother Sapper M.P. O’Toole was officially reported as having been killed in action on 24/4/18.  No further information had been received regarding his regrettable loss.  The records show that this soldier left Egypt on 8/1/18 for England arriving at Southampton on 24/1/18.  He proceeded to France on 10/3/18.  You were originally recorded as next-of-kin to this soldier but later his wife’s name was substituted.

His wife placed the following tribute to her husband and son in the:
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Mrs James Collins wrote back on 25 October, 1918 asking would they explain who substituted her brother’s wife as next-of-kin.  She was not aware that her brother had a wife.  There was a Mrs Gregg who presumed she was his wife but was sorry to say her brother discovered she was a married woman and had another husband alive in West Australia.  She got divorced from him after she was married to my brother but he would not marry her again so he separated from her here in Tasmania, their marriage was null and void.  That creature ruined his life so if she has put down a claim, I intend to oppose her.  Sergeant Montgomery of La Trobe will prove she is not my brother’s wife.  I shall put the matter before my solicitor when I am further advised.  Thanking you in anticipation.
Base Records replied on 6 November to Mrs Collins’ communication advising although she was originally nominated as next-of-kin by her brother, this soldier on a later record showed as next-of-kin his wife Florence Margaret O’Toole, who was also the sole legatee under his Will.  Her letter was returned herewith. 
Base Records advised Mrs O’Toole on 22 November, 1918 at 196 Glenmore Road, Paddington that no personal effects had been received at their office.  Should any come to hand they would be promptly transmitted to her as sole legatee under his Will.  For information regarding pay it was necessary for her to communicate with the Military Paymaster, Victoria Barracks as that officer will adjust all military financial matters in this instance.  
The following In Memoriam was placed in the:
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In another letter dated 16 June, 1919 Mrs O’Toole from Bernalda, Matilda Street, Bondi to Base Records 

wrote:  
“All your kind messages you have sent me in the past concerning my dearest husband and only son, I am sure it seems kind of you to send one and all the particulars concerning them.  There is one thing I would like to hear if ever they will come back.  Sometimes I think they may not be killed.  I only wish I could see their graves just for once as my heart goes out to them so far away over there.  While I may never see them or be able to have them finally touched by my hands and moistened by the tears of a broke- hearted wife and mother.  Kindly give me any information concerning them or their graves.  Please send and I will be so pleased with you.  Kindly tell me if I am to receive the Certificates of their death at the Front.  I have received a medal.  Badge blue enamel with A.I.F. called Mother Medal please.  State if I am to receive any other sort of medal that there is.  I have heard there is others for widows deceased soldiers.”
Base Records replied on 26 June, 1919 that no burial records had been received regarding her husband however, special staff had now been appointed to visit various theatres of war to complete the registering and photographing of graves of members of the A.I.F.  When this has been accomplished, copies will be forwarded here for transmission to the soldier’s next-of-kin.  Owing to the extent of the work involved, some considerable time must necessarily elapse before this work is completed.  Utmost care and attention were being devoted where possible to the graves of our fallen soldiers.  A certificate of report of death was enclosed.   Also enclosed was an application form for the “In Memoriam” badge which was to be issued in regard to deceased soldiers.  This was to be completed and forwarded to the Military Commandant, Victoria Barracks, Sydney.  
The Circular and Booklet re Graves was sent to his widow on 23 December, 1919.

Photographs of his grave were sent in triplicate to her on 2 January, 1920.
On 2 February, 1920 Mrs O’Toole wrote to Base Records she received photos of her husband’s and son’s graves alright but they were very poor to others that she had seen.  She could not locate the name on any one of them and were very indistinct indeed as she would like to see their name.  Would they kindly tell her if she was going to get better ones of these later?   She found the paper to fill in for the headstone again and thanked them for the kindness towards her.
A letter was sent to Mrs O’Toole at “Verona” Denham Street, Bondi, from Base Records dated 11 February, 1920 regarding her letter of February 2 and stated that owing to the conditions under which photographic work was carried out it was not always possible to secure photograph as distinct as could be wished, but when the permanent memorials were erected, the graves were to be photographed again and it was hoped that the one she received would be more satisfactory. 
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The following memorial notice was placed for the second anniversary of his death in the:
From her residence 83 Bowman Street, Pyrmont Mrs O’Toole wrote on 28 June, 1920 to Base Records to change her address from Matilda Street, Bondi and asked in there was any news of her husband’s belongings yet.  She had not received his medal from the Military.   The photos of husband’s and her son’s graves were very poor and other people got 3 or 4 good proofs of theirs.  Kindly send her any information.
On 6 November, 1920 Mrs O’Toole wrote from Justus Street, North Bondi, Sydney to Base Records asking had they any news for her concerning her husband and son, money to pay her own fares.  Kindly send particulars they had available.  Her address had changed from 83 Boronia Street, Pyrmont to Justus Street, North Bondi.  Concerning graves in France, if there was any possible chance of her visiting them in France as she was not able to pay her fare over there.  If there anyway for poor widow to get over to see their graves that has not got enough.  She found it very hard losing her husband and son in just this critical time.  Hoping they would send her an early application.
Base Records replied to her on 17 November, 1920 and had no additional information, other than that already transmitted to her regarding her husband and son.  Photographs of memorials would be taken in due course for distribution of next-of-kin.  It is regretted it had not been found practicable for the Government to provide assisted passages from this country for those proposing to visit the graves overseas but consideration is being given to the feasibility of securing the provision by some patriotic organisation of the necessary hostels for the accommodation of visitors at a reasonable price.  Her present address was noted.
Again, Mrs O’Toole wrote to Base Records on 23 February, 1921 to see if any of her husband’s belongings came back from the front.  She believed that there was a medal to be given to deceased soldiers’ widows and also a plaque.  Could they also give her any information on her late husband and son?  She also sent in her form for Canteen money but go no word up till now.  She would be grateful for any information.
On 10 March, 1921 a reply from Base Records was sent in regards to her letter stating that the British War Medal was not yet available for issue but as soon as it was to hand it would be forwarded to her through the Military Commandant, Victoria Barracks, Paddington.  The Victory Medals had not been received from abroad and would be sometime before they could be ready for distribution.  Memorial plaques also had not come to hand, but would be forwarded to the persons entitled to receive as soon as possible.  The writer said the portion of her communication in connection with the Canteens Fund had been forwarded to the Secretary, A.I.F. Canteens Funds Trust, for necessary action.
For his supreme sacrifice Sapper 7849 Michael Patrick O’Toole, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (59272) and Victory Medal (58228).
The British War Medal was forwarded on 4 June, 1921 to the Commandant, Victoria Barracks Sydney for distribution to Mrs F. O’Toole.

The pamphlet Where the Australian’s Rest went out to Mrs O’Toole on 30 June, 1921.

The Memorial Scroll (344061) was dispatched to Mrs O’Toole on 5 July, 1921.

Mrs O’Toole wrote on 13 August, 1921 from 23 Duke Street, Balmain after receiving letter from England with the King’s name and Coat of Arms which was very nice.  She asked if they had any more photos of her husband’s and son’s graves as the ones she got were very poor.  
She would also like to get a few more pounds from the Canteen Fund as she only got twelve pounds from them.  She got a letter from Paddington Barracks saying she was to receive a British War Medal.  She was hopeful to get two for her husband and son.  She advised of her change of address to Balmain.  
She went on to say while she was writing to them she thought that they could put her on the right track to get her the £2 2s a week pension back again as she was in need of it.
In reply to Mrs O’Toole Base Records wrote on 13 September, 1921 that they had forwarded an extract from her communication relative to the reduction of her War Pension to the Assistant Commissioner of Pensions, Department of Repatriation, Melbourne for any action he may be able to take in the matter.  
As regards to the grave of her husband it was regretted that so far only those transmitted to her on 2/1/20 had been received.  No later copies have come to hand and it was not anticipated others will be received until the new military cemeteries were completed.  Her cutting was returned herewith.  The war medals of her son Private R. Gregg will be handed over to his widow. 

Base Records also sent on 13 September, 1921 an extract from her letter for any action from the Canteen Fund may deem necessary.

From 11 Cheltenham Street, Rozelle Mrs O’Toole wrote to Base Records on 20 August, 1922 in reference to the Plaques as she had seen a lot of people receiving them so she thought she would write in regards to those for her husband and son.  She would like to have them if she was to get them, she wrote. 
Her communication was replied to on 30 August, 1922 with Base Records informing her that the Memorial Plaque for her husband was not yet available but would be transmitted to her at the earliest possible date and no further application was necessary.  The Memorial Plaque in respect of her son Pte Gregg would be forwarded, when available, to his widow, who is the actual next-of-kin.   
The Memorial Plaque (344061) was posted to Mrs O’Toole on 30 October, 1922 and the receipt slip signed and dated on 7 December, 1922.

On 14 May, 1923 she wrote to Base Records to see if they had forgotten to send her the Victory Medal.  She had seen a lot of people with them but never got one.

The Victory Medal was sent by registered post (2534) on 26 May, 1923.
Mrs O’Toole wrote to Base Records on 10 June, 1923 from 11 Cheltenham Street, Rozelle to say “received medal safe.”  I am enclosing 6 pence in stamps for copies.  Kindly let her know if there were any more medals she had to receive.  She had lost all near and dear to her, husband and only son at the war so that was all she had to look forward to, any medals or anything else entitled to her from them.  Hope to hear from them anytime with anything for her.
Base Records replied on 19 June, 1923 that War Medals etc. issuable on account of her husband had now been disposed of:

He was not eligible for the issue of the 1914/15 Star owing to the fact that he did not serve on the strength of a unit in a theatre of war prior to 31st December, 1915.  
The British War Medal was forwarded to Headquarters, Victoria Barracks, Paddington, NSW some time ago for transmission to her and has no doubt reached her.  
As previously advised War Medals issued on account of her son late Pte R. Gregg were being transmitted to his widow.  
The writer would be much obliged if she could furnish the present address as a communication addressed to Mrs R. Gregg, Jarrahdale, W.A. had been returned to this office unclaimed.
On 19 September, 1925 Base Records sent Mrs O’Toole a standard letter advising that her husband was interred in Bonnay Communal Cemetery Extension.
From 186 Botany Road, Alexandra, Sydney Mrs O’Toole wrote to Base Records on 8 November, 1934 asking if they could supply her with a new War Widow’s Badge with two Stars on it as her old one was very faded and not fit to wear at the Prince’s arrival here is Sydney.  That is all she had to show of her two best boys in the world sacrifices.  She as a broken-hearted mother thanked them sincerely if they could grant her this favour.
To her communication Base Records replied on 16 November, 1934 via District Headquarters, Sydney and had to advise that the new “In Memoriam” badges as issued to the widows and mothers of deceased members of the A.I.F. was now exhausted and in the circumstances, it is regretted that it was unable to comply with her request.
Names of members of the Royal Engineers’ who died in the war were to appear on a Roll of Honour and placed in St Paul’s Cathedral, London with details advertised in the:


Mrs Florence Margaret O’Toole died about 8 October, 1941.  Announcement appeared in the:

His name is commemorated at the Australian War Memorial in the Commemorative area on Panel 27.
The location of his grave is in Row C of Bonnay Cemetery Extension, Picardie, France in grave no. 3.


LEST WE FORGET

Her son also served:
PRIVATE RUPERT GREGG

798 – 44th Battalion

Born in Collingwood, Melbourne, Victoria circa 1888 the son of Frank (Edward Stephen) and Florence Margaret (nee Gibson) Gregg.  Received education in Melbourne before moving to Western Australia with his parents.  Worked as a baker and later teamster.  Married in 1908 in Perth to May Edith Lakeman.  In 1910 they were living at 85 Royal Street, East Perth and by 1916 were at Bush Landing, Jarrahdale working as a swamper.
Enlisted in Perth (5th Military District) on 22 January, 1916 aged twenty-six years.  Occupation was horse driver.  Complexion was dark with brown eyes and dark hair and was 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 55kgs (122lbs) with a chest expansion of 80-88cms (31½-34½ins).  Four vaccination scars were distinctive marks.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife May Edith Gregg of Bush Landing Jarrahdale, W.A.
Allotted to the 44th Battalion his rank was Private with the regimental number 798.  The recruits embarked on 6 June, 1916 from Fremantle, W.A. on the troopship HMAT A29 Suevic.  The transport embarked from Adelaide on 31 May, 1916 and arrived and departed Fremantle on 6 June, 1916.  Reached Durban on 21 June and left the following day.  Into port at Cape Town on June 25 and sailed two days later.  Docked at St Vincent on 11 July, 1919 and departed the day after.   The transport disembarked the troops at Devonport on 29 July 1916 after a voyage of 61 days under Captain Edward English, Master of the Ship with Lt-Colonel W.O. Mainbridge the Officer Commanding the Troops.
Proceeded to France and was wounded on 10 June, 1917 and admitted to hospital and the second occasion was in October, 1917 receiving a gunshot wound left arm and taken to hospital also.

Private Rupert Gregg was wounded in action on 25 August, 1918 and taken to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station where he died the following day of the wound to his stomach.  He was 30 years old.  Burial took place in Daours Communal Cemetery Extension, Picardie, France with a service conducted by Rev. J.T. Flemming, Chaplain attached to the 55th C.C.S. and reported to Military Authorities on August 28 in his report.
Australian military authorities were advised and notified his wife.  The following was announced in the:


His name was among those listed in the Casualty List appearing in the:

The Red Cross Society in London assisted in finding information for families of missing, killed in action or died of wounds etc and kept a Card Register in information obtained.  The following are several extracts given by informants on his wounding and demise.

44th Battalion A.I.F.







GREGG, R.E. 798

Died of Wounds 26/8/18

He came from Perth.  Witness and he were both in D. Company. 15th Platoon.

They were lying down about 20 minutes before the hop-over in the early morning, under heavy enemy fire, awaiting orders, when Gregg was hit by a Machine Gun bullet.  Witness was about 6 feet away.  Very soon after the occurrence he was placed on a stretcher and taken to the Regimental Aid Post about 50 yards off.  Witness went on about a quarter of an hour afterwards and after digging, he heard Gregg had died at the Regimental Aid Post about an hour after being hit.  He can give no information regarding burial.








Informant: Private A.M. Piggott, 2319









Home Address: Ulster Road, Albany.


44th Battalion, A.I.F.







GREGG, R.E. 798

Died of Wounds 26/8/18

We were near Bray at the time, I was about 50 yds, when I saw Gregg fall shot thro the abdomen by a bullet.  He looked done for when they carried him away.  I was told afterwards that he died at the dressing station and that he had been buried somewhere between Bray and Chapelle, but never saw his grave.









Informant: Sgt Bolen 1629










44th Bn

E.L.M. T.S. Karmala
London 29/9/19

Secretary,

Australian Red Cross Society, 36 Grosvenor Place, LONDON SW1


44th Battalion A.I.F.







GREGG, R.E. 798

Died of Wounds 26/8/18

Dear Madam,


In reply to your letter of the 26th ultimo respecting No. 798 Pte GREGG, R, 44th Bn Aus. I.F., which only reached me yesterday, I beg to inform you that the Chaplain or Matron wrote a letter to the next-of-kin of Pte. GREGG giving full particulars.

The particulars are as under:


He was admitted to this C.C.S. on 25/8/18 suffering from wounds of the abdomen, and he died on 26/8/18.

He was buried by the Roman Catholic Chaplain at Doingt Communal Cemetery Extension (Plot 8, Row A No. 18) Doingt is about 2 miles east of Peronne.

I am unable now to give you any further information.








Yours faithfully,








F.W. [surname unreadable] 

5/12/18





Lt-Col, R.A.M.C. TF. Commanding 55 Cas. Clg Stn.
The British War Medal (40743) and the Victory Medal (40329) were issued to Private 798 Rupert Gregg, 44th Battalion for his supreme sacrifice.
These were issued to his widow along with the Memorial Scroll and Plaque (350576) in 1922.
At the Australian War Memorial in the commemorative area his name is commemorated on Panel 138.
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Footnote:

Additonal information below:

Examiner and North Western Advocate and the Emu Bay Times Thursday December 9 1915:


THE CLAREMONT CAMP


On November 27, 296 men belonging partly to the Mining Corps and partly to the Infantry reinforcements, were transferred from Ross to Claremont.  The following are the names of the men—Mining Corps:


M.P. O’Toole,										Article abridged





Great Cobar Copper Miner, Cobar, NSW circa 1899


Photo sourced from Wikimedia 





West Australian Tuesday April 10, 1917:


SUPREME COURT – CIVIL SITTINGS


The following cases have been listed to be heard before his Honour the Chief Justice commencing tomorrow:


IN DIVORCE


Florence Margaret Gregg (petitioner), Edmund Stephen Gregg (Respondent) Application for decree absolute.





    Cy 238 your list 2/365 re M.P. O’Toole stop unable trace next of kin please delete press pending enquiries


										Sandford





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday July 17, 1918:


WAR CASUALTIES


Mrs O’Toole, of 424 Moore Park-road, Paddington, has been informed that her husband, Sapper Michael Patrick O’Toole, was killed on April 24.  He was a gold miner for some years in Western Australia and Tasmania, and at the time of enlisting was employed by the Great Cobar Gold-Mining Company at Cobar.  He was 45 years of age, and was attached to the Tunnelling Corps.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday October 15, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOUR


O’TOOLE—Beloved husband and only son, No. 7849, Sapper Michael (Mick) Patrick O’Toole, killed in action, April 24, 1918, in France, Second Tunnelling Company, aged 45 years, and No. 798 Private Rupert Edmund Gregg, only son of Florence O’Toole, died of wounds, August 28, 1918, aged 24 years.  Nearly three years active service, R.G.


Their Country called, and honour bade them go,


So sad was the news when it reached me


That my dear husband and only son were called away.


Their lives on the battlefield were spent,


Father and son lay side by side,


As soldiers and men, they bravely died.


Inserted by their sorrowing wife and mother.





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday April 24, 1919:


ON ACTIVE SERVICE


O’TOOLE—A tribute of love to the memory of my beloved husband and also my only son, Sapper M.P. O’Toole, 7849, 2nd Tunnellers, killed in action in France April 24, 1918 and Private K.R.G. O’Toole, 798 44th Battalion, killed in action in France, August 26, 1918.


Only their photos and letter.


All that is left for me.


For a mother’s and wife’s part is a broken heart


And a burden of lonely years


God will link the broken chain


Closer when we meet again,


May some kind friend in France


Strew some flowers for me.


Inserted by their loving wife and mother and grandchildren, Mrs F.M. O’Toole, late 156 Glenmore-road, Paddington.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday April 24, 1920:


ON ACTIVE SERVICE


O’TOOLE—in sad and loving memory of my dear husband, Sapper (Mick) M.P. O’Toole, No. 2 Tunnelling Co., killed in action, April 24, 1918, Amiens France, also my only son, No. 798 Private Rupert Greg O’Toole, 44th Batt, W.A. after nearly five years active service killed in action, August 26, 1918, Corbie, France.  R.I.P.


To-day recalls sad memories


Of the two I loved and lost;


But I who think of them both this day


Mother and wife who loved them most.


Inserted by a sorrowing wife and mother.  Duty honoured.





The Sydney Morning Herald - Saturday 23 July 1921:





ENGINEERS' ROLL OF HONOUR


The Royal Engineer War Memorial Committee are arranging to deposit a roll of honour of all ranks of the Royal Engineers whose names were officially published as killed in action or died of wounds or disease in the war in the chapel of St. Paul's Cathedral, and the Engineer corps of the dominions, colonial, and Indian armies have been invited to deposit similar rolls of honour in St. Paul's, to be attached to that of the Royal Engineers.  This invitation has been accepted in Australia.  The roll will be inscribed on vellum and enclosed in a casket of Australian timbers to rest on a slab of Australian marble.  





This extract from Tunnellers Roll of Honour included in profile with the kind permission of the


Dean and Chapter of St Paul’s Cathedral, London


Photos courtesy of Robin Sanderson, Paris








Sydney Morning Herald Thursday 9 October, 1941:


FUNERALS


O’TOOLE—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs Florence Margaret O’Toole (late of Paddy’s Market) are invited to attend her Funeral to leave from 192 Botany Road, Alexandra, THIS AFTERNOON of 2.30 p.m. for Catholic Cemetery, Botany.


WOOD COFFILL LIMITED





Photo of headstone by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project 


www.twgpp.org 











Article appeared in the Sunday Times Sunday 


3 Nov. 1918





West Australian Wednesday September 11, 1918:


KILLED IN ACTION


GREGG—Died of wounds on August 26, 1918, Rupert Gregg, late of Jarrahdale, beloved husband of May Edith Gregg.  Sydney and Melbourne papers please copy.





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday October 15, 1918:


LIST 434 – WEST AUSTRALIA – DIED OF WOUNDS


Rupert Gregg, Jarrahdale, previously reported wounded:					Article abridged





His grave is located in portion VIII of Daours Communal Cemetery Extension, Picardie, France within row A in grave no. 18.





Photo of cemetery & headstone by kind permission of


The War Graves Photographic Project www.twgpp.org 











His extract in the Cemetery Register.





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday July 12, 1913:


DIVORCE COURT PROCEEDINGS


Perth, July 11.


Two undefended petitions for divorce were dealt with yesterday by the Chief Justice, Mr Penny appearing in each case for the petitioner.


Florence Margaret Gregg, a cook, of Ora Banda, who sought a dissolution of her marriage with Edward Stephen Gregg, of Perth, on the ground of desertion, said that she married the respondent in Melbourne in November 22, 1888.  After the marriage they lived at Collingwood, and then at North Melbourne.  In 1906 her husband came to West Australia.  She afterwards joined him.  They lived in James-street, Perth till March, 1907.  Prior to that date he was drinking heavily and behaved cruelly towards her.  He turned her out at night time on one occasion in 1907.  Her married life had been exceptionally unhappy.  The respondent was in prison for a while in Victoria.  She kept her two children during that time.  She had not seen him or heard of him since 1907, when he turned her out, thought she had heard that he was working in a stable in Perth.  She had not yet been able to trace her marriage certificate.  His Honour granted a decree nisi, subject to the production of the marriage certificate.





Truth (Perth) Saturday July 12, 1913:


The Chief Justice presided on Thursday, when two aggrieved ladies sought to get rid of deserting husbands.  Mr Penny was called in to assist in both cases.


GREGG V. GREGG


The first case was that in which Florence Margaret Gregg applied for release from Edmund Stephen Gregg, on the ground of desertion.  In November, 1888, she was married at North Melbourne, and two children were born, one having since died.  In 1892, Gregg was tried for a serious offence, convicted and sentenced to seven years’ imprisonment.  In 1906 Mrs Gregg states, her husband came to W.A., and she followed in 1907, having overlooked his lapse from grace.  Her husband was very cruel to her.  He drank a good deal, and in March, 1907 he put her out one night, telling her to “Go to hell.”  Next day she found he had left the house, and she went to


THE GOLDFIELDS


To earn her living.  She had neither seen him nor heard from him from that time.  Recently she heard he was working in a stable, and it was there the papers were served on him.  After proof of service of the papers, his Honor granted a decree nisi, subject to the production of a marriage certificate.  The latter proviso was owing to the fact that Mrs Gregg did not put in a certificate during her evidence.








