LANCE CORPORAL HENRY JOHN O’KEEFFE
7265 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Henry (Harry) John O’Keeffe stated he was born in Melbourne, Victoria in 1878.

At the recruiting depot in Darwin, Northern Territory the single thirty-nine-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination on 7 March, 1917.  Personal particulars taken show he was 181cms (5ft 11½ins) tall with a fairly fair physical development, pulse rate of 84 and a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  He had been previously been rejected for defective teeth.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms describe him further weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a florid complexion, good vision in his blue eyes and black hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his sister Miss Mary O’Keeffe of 130 Gladstone Road, South Melbourne then changed to his brother Cornelius O’Keeffe of Launching Place, Warburton, Vic.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.  

Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane (1st Military District) on 21 March until allotted to the Miners’ Depot recruits followed by a transfer to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria for further instruction on 5 May, 1917.  On 21 May was allotted to the May Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with his sister Mary O’Keeffe at 130 Gladstone Road, South Melbourne, Vic.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7265.
The Reinforcements of 167 members embarked on HMAT A32 Themistocles from Melbourne, Victoria on August 4, 1917.  The voyage across the Pacific was rough and stormy for several days causing sea sickness on board.  As the ship entered the Tropics it became very hot.  Colon, Panama was reached on August 31, 1917 and during the unavoidable eight-day delay very heavy rain and muggy conditions were endured.  The transport docked at Halifax, Nova Scotia on September 18, 1917 and three days later left to experience good weather across the Atlantic arriving in Glasgow, Scotland on October 2, 1917 after a fifty-nine-day voyage.  The troops were detrained to Tidworth, England marching into Nos 1 and 3 Details camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 11 December, 1917 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the next day.  On 18 December left for the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On 16 January, 1918 was taken on strength from the Aust Corps Depot with the 3rd Tunnelling Company who during the month of January, 1918 worked over the area whose Front extended from Lens, through Loos, Hulluch, St Elie on to Vermelles.  The Unit Diary for the 3rd Tunnelling Company recorded the following on their arrival:
“On 16/1/18 30 O.R.s marched in as reinforcements.”
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He was wounded in action suffering a gunshot wound to his face and taken to the 73rd Field Ambulance.

The following was recorded in the Unit Diary on the incident:

“On 19/8/18, 7265 Spr. O’Keefe, H.J. was wounded at Vermelles by shell fire.”
On August 21 was moved to the Casualty Clearing Station and discharged to his unit on 27 August, 1918 re-joining the following day.
Base Records advised his brother on 31 August that he had been reported wounded.  His address for correspondence was included. 

His name appeared in the Casualty Lists appearing in the:

On 26 October, 1918 was appointed to be Lance Corporal.
He was still with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 28 December, 1918 and re-joined his unit on New Year’s Day, 1919.

Was promoted to be Temporary 2nd Corporal on 11 March, 1919 due to 2nd Corporal Wayman being repatriated home.

He appeared before the Repatriation and Demobilisation Medical Board at Tournai, Belgium on 30 March, 1919 where moles on left cheek and no vaccination scars were noted.  His Statement of Case reads:



Disability:
nil


Present condition:
General health good


Medical classification: “A”


Fit General Service:
Yes



Finding:
Fit for general service

On 4 April, 1919 his application for Non-Military Employment (NME) was accepted at Tournai, Belgium to study at the A.I.F. Agricultural School for Tropical Apiculture at the Sutton Veny School in England.  He reverted in rank to Lance Corporal while at the Agricultural Training school. 
Left Havre for England on April 9 disembarking at Southampton a day later marching out to the No. 6 Camp at Sutton Veny.  Four months later returned to duty from the school.
After demobilisation L/Corporal O’Keeffe embarked for Australia from Liverpool on 19 August, 1919 on the transport H.T. Ajana.  Base Records advised his brother on 4 September, 1919 that he was returning home.  
The Ajana arrived in Sydney on 9 October, 1919 after making the voyage through the Panama Canal.  
News of their arrival was reported in the:


The soldiers for Victoria boarded a special train for Melbourne then appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at Sturt Street, Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 11 October, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads:


Essential facts:
wounds: 1918 slight wound on face






Feels well.  No disability.  “A” health reported.





Dentally fit.

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 10 November, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

For serving his country Lance Corporal 7265 Henry John O’Keeffe, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (67878) and the Victory Medal (65195).

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter was sent to him on 19 December, 1923 care of the last known address of his brother Cornelius advising the late soldier of this and where to apply. 

From 1922 to 1925 he is listed residing at 130 Gladstone Street, South Melbourne working as a labourer.
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Northern Territory Times and Gazette Thursday January 4, 1917:


N.T. RED CROSS SOCIETY


The following contributions have come to hand:


Donations: H.J. O’Keeffe £1 1s								Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Monday October 14, 1918:


VICTORIAN CASUALTIES – LIST No. 438 ISSUED


Casualty List No. 438, containing the names of the following Victorian soldiers, has been released by the Defence Department.


WOUNDED


H.J. O’Keefe, Launching Place								      Article abridged





Townsville Daily Bulletin Tuesday October 15, 1918:


THE ROLL OF HONOUR – CASUALTY LIST No. 438


Sapper Henry John O’Keefe, Launching Place, Victoria.					    Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Friday October 10, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS BY THE AJANA


Troops by the Ajana will dock this morning.  Friends and relatives will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9 a.m.  Queenslander will proceed by special train to Brisbane at 10 a.m.


Troops for Victoria, South and Western Australia and Tasmania will proceed by special train to Melbourne at 11.45 a.m.


All cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 619 to 627 also 1 to 49 are required to be at No. 1 Wharf Woolloomooloo at 9.15 a.m.








