SAPPER ALEXANDER WILLIAM NEWMAN

9585 – 2nd Tunnelling Company

Born at Newtown, NSW on 30 June 1873 Alexander William was the son of Charles Henry and Caroline (nee Booth) Newman.  His mother died on 2 May 1874 before he had had his first birthday.  His father re-married on 9 May 1876 to Esther Amelia Ridge.
Alexander married Alice Elizabeth Janes in 1891 at Granville.  Alice was born at Parramatta on 13 August 1871, the daughter of Edward and Mary Ann (nee Upward) Janes.
The 1913 Electoral Roll records Alexander, labourer, living at Suttor Street, Guildford with his wife Alice Elizabeth.

A medical examination on 17 November 1917 at Victoria Barracks, Sydney, recorded that Alexander was 44 years and 5 months of age; stood 5ft 8ins tall and weighed 138 lbs.  He had a medium complexion, blue eyes and brown hair turning grey.  He was of the Church of England faith.

Alexander signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’, stating he was a horse-driver by trade, and the signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ the same day.  He named his wife, Mrs. Alice Elizabeth Newman of Wisdom Street, Guildford as his Next-of-Kin and allotted three-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and children.

Training began at the Show Ground Camp on 21 November.  On 24 November he was appointed to the Engineer Reinforcements at the Engineer Depot, Moore Park, Sydney.

He was granted final leave from 28 November to2 December 1917.  On 3 December he was transferred to the Tunnellers at their camp at Seymour, Victoria where he continued training until 20 February when he was moved to their Broadmeadows camp.
On 25 February 1918 he was appointed to the July Reinforcements Tunnelling Companies and embarked for the Western Front on Nestor.
HMAT A71 Nestor departed Melbourne on 28 February 1918.  Arriving Colon, Panama on 25 March, Nestor departed on the 28th for Newport News, USA, arriving for a 3 day stay on 3 April.  She sailed via Halifax, Nova Scotia arriving at Liverpool, England on 19 April 1918.  The 61 members of the May & November Tunnelling Reinforcements entrained for the Tidworth camp the next day. 
He proceeded overseas to France on 14 May and marched in to the Australian General Base Depot (AGBD), Rouelles, the next day.  On 20 May he was transferred through the Australian Corps Depot to the 2nd Tunnelling Company where he was taken on strength the same day.
On 23 June he reported sick and was admitted to the 15th Australian Field Ambulance with rheumatism.  He was transferred to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station the same day and discharged to duty on 6 July, re-joining his unit in the Field on 16 July.

He again reported sick just two days later on 18 July and was again admitted to the 15th Australian Field Ambulance with rheumatism.  
He was again transferred to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station the same day and then transferred by Ambulance Train 14 to the 12th General Hospital at Rouen on 21 July.  On 26 July he was transferred to England and admitted to the Pavilion General Hospital, Brighton, on 27 July.  On 8 August 1918 he was transferred to the 3rd Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford.  He was discharged to furlough on 23 September, to report to No.2 Command Depot, Dartford on 7 October.
On 8 November 1918 he left London for return to Australia on board D32 Gaika.  Disembarking in Sydney on 3 December, he was discharged from the A.I.F. on 4 February 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.


The Electoral Rolls for 1930 and 1933 record Alexander as a horse driver living at Guildford Road, Guildford.  Margaret is recorded to be living at Wisdom Street.  In 1937 Alexander, horse driver, and Margaret are recorded at 46 Wisdom Street, Guildford.
In October 1938 he service and medical records were provided to the Repatriation Commission, Sydney.
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The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, NSW – Saturday 26 May 1917:


PUBLIC NOTICES


ON and after this date I will not be responsible for any DEBTS contracted in my name without my written authority.


ALEXANDER WILLIAM NEWMAN,


Wisdom Street, Guildford.


25th May, 1917.





The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, NSW – Friday 4 May 1928:


Mr. Alexander William Newman, of Wisdom-street, Guildford, was joined in holy wedlock to Miss Margaret Morrissey, of Bursill-street, Guildford.





The Cumberland Argus and Fruitgrowers Advocate, NSW – Friday 9 July 1926:


There passed away on Wednesday of last week, Mrs. Alice Elizabeth Newman, wife of Mr. Alexander William Newman of Wisdom-street, Guildford.  Mrs. Newman, who was aged 54, had been an invalid tor very many years, and her death was not unexpected by her family and close friends.  The funeral took place on Friday, when the remains were interred in the Western-road Cemetery.  Deep Sympathy is felt for Mr. Newman, who is well-known as a member of the staff of the Water and Sewerage Board at Pipe Head, and for the family of deceased.





Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Friday 2 July 1926:


FUNERAL NOTICES


NEWMAN. – The Relatives and Friends of Mr. ALEXANDER WILLIAM NEWMAN and FAMILY are kindly invited to attend the Funeral of his late dearly loved WIFE and their MOTHER, Alice Elizabeth; to leave her late residence, Wisdom-street, Guildford, THIS DAY, FRIDAY, at 2 p.m., for the Western-road Cemetery, Parramatta.


METCALFE and MORRIS. LTD.,


Funeral Directors,


Tele., UW8096.	Parramatta.





Sydney Morning Herald - Wednesday May 14, 1941:


DEATHS


NEWMAN—May 12, 1941, Alexander William Newman, dearly loved husband of Margaret and loved father of William Louie, Vera, Irene, Ernie, Maggie and Ethel.





NEWMAN, May 12, 1941, at his residence, Wisdom Street, Guildford, beloved brother of Fan, Jim, Cis, and Lett. In his 67th year.


FUNERALS


NEWMAN—The Relatives and Friends of Mrs MARGARET NEWMAN, of Wisdom Street, Guildford, Mr. and Mrs. W. NEWMAN, Mr and Mrs T. GANNON, Mr and Mrs J. WHITNEY, Mr and Mrs C. GRIFFITH, Mr and Mrs E. NEWMAN, Mr and Mrs C. CARTER, Miss ETHEL NEWMAN, and FAMILIES, are invited to attend the Funeral of her dearly loved HUSBAND, their loved FATHER and GRANDFATHER, Alexander William Newman; to leave our Chapel, South Street, Granville, THIS WEDNESDAY, at 11 a.m., for the Western Road, Cemetery.


A.F. ANDERSON, Funeral Director, ‘Phone UW3533                 South Street, Granville NEWMAN—PRIDE OF 





GUILDFORD G.U.O.O.F. No. 7531—The Officers and Members of the above lodge are requested to attend the Funeral of their late esteemed Brother, ALEXANDER WILLIAM NEWMAN, P.N.G.  For further particulars see above notice.


	S.W. FRASER, N.G.		R.L. WARREN, Secretary





The Broadcaster, NSW – Thursday 15 May 1941:


OBITUARY


MR. A. W. NEWMAN.


Aged 67. Mr. Alexander William Newman, of Wisdom Street, Guildford, died on May 12. He leaves a sorrowing wife and family of seven, viz. William, Mrs. T. Gannon, Mrs J. Whitney, Mrs. C. Griffith, Mr. E. Newman, Mrs C Carter and Miss E Newman.


The deceased gentleman was a member of Pride of Guildford G.U.O.O. F. Lodge, and was a popular and respected citizen.  Members of the lodge attended the funeral, which took place on Wednesday morning for the Western Road Cemetery. 








