SAPPER ELLIS WILLIAM NEALE
3993 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Ellis (Tom) William Neale was born in 1895 the son of John Alfred and Agnes (nee Cobb) Neale in Timor, near Maryborough, Victoria.  He was educated at the North Prentice State School and served two years with the school cadets (58 Rutherglen) and 18 months with the Citizens Forces (58 Rutherglen) to being an exempt area the past 8 months.
He was employed at the State Coal Mine, Wonthaggi, Vic and recorded as follows:
 No. 809     Neale, Ellis Wm    S    Wheeler   Single    Started 12/3/15 to 25/2/16

At the recruiting depot in Melbourne, Vic on 29 February, 1916 the single twenty-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 165cms (5ft 5ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-92cms (33-36ins) and a fresh complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm and a birthmark on his right thigh.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was initially his father John Alfred Neale of North Prentice, Rutherglen but changed later to his mother Mrs Agnes Neale of the same address.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the same day.

Basic training commenced at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne with the No. 5 Tunnelling Company on 1 March, 1916.
The No. 5 Tunnelling Company was recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania and made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)   His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3993.
His parents were advised of the following news while he was in camp and reported in the:  
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Early in May 1916 No. 4 Tunnelling Company recruits embarked from Brisbane, Qld aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.  At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.  

His name was among those placed on the Honour Board of his primary school for volunteering and advertised in the:
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The 7713-ton transport Warilda sailed from Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Vic the No. 5 company departing on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, set forth on their voyage the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs.  

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 25 September Sapper marched out to join the 2nd Tunnelling Company and was taken on strength on September 29.
Meanwhile his letters home to his parents were published in the:
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His name was also inscribed on another Honour Roll as reported in the:

A letter to his sister was printed in the:

He reported sick to the 3rd Echelon on February 7 and four days later sent to the 4th London Field Ambulance with P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) then progressed to the Casualty Clearing Station.  On February 15 was taken to the 13th Stationary Hospital in Boulogne with P.U.O (slight) but five days later invalided to England on the hospital ship St David suffering tuberculosis entering the 3rd London General Hospital in Wandsworth on February 23 with tubercule of lung.
On 18 June, 1917 was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield.

Base Records advised his mother on 7 March that it was reported he had been admitted to hospital in London and after a letter was received from him the news shared in the:

On 28 June, 1917 Sapper marched in from Tidworth to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.
Sapper Neale embarked for discharge in Australia on 27 July, 1917 due to double pleurisy and phthisis (old mining term for tuberculosis) on board H.T. Demosthenes.  Base Records would have advised his mother that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 24 July, 1917.
He received a welcome home to North Prentice which was reported in the:

A group of returned soldiers were also welcomed home at Rutherglen and the event covered in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 9 November, 1917 as medically unfit.
The 3rd Military District sent his medical board proceedings to Base Records on 11 November, 1917 advising that discharge had taken place.
By 1919 he was working with the Wagga Wagga Fire Brigade making a presentation reported in the:

He married on 23 August, 1920 in the Methodist Church, Wagga Wagga, NSW to Ella George of North Wagga and their wedding was written up in the:

The British War Medal (45480) and the Victory Medal (44707) were issued to wear to Sapper 3993 Ellis William Neale, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.  These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  On 31 October, 1923 they were forwarded by registered post (799) to him.
The War Service Homes Commission of Clarence Street, Sydney wrote to Base Records on 17 October, 1923 requesting service details for his application.  His address was Darlow Street, Wagga Wagga.

Base Records replied on 25 October, 1923 that the desired information requested was herewith.

In 1931 he became licensee of the William Hotel, Pleasant Hills.
He was a trustee for the Pleasant Hills Common in 1932 advertised in the:


At the end of 1935 he was the manager at the Commercial Hotel, Lockhart where the following took place and reported in the:

By 1936 had moved on to hotel keep at the Royal Hotel in Goulburn.
He then took on the License of the Royal Exhibition Hotel in Chalmers Street, Sydney with transfer appearing in the:

He transferred the publican’s license of the Royal Exhibition Hotel in 1938 listed in the:

A year later was the licensee of the Grand Hotel, Goulburn where the following was reported in the:

He became the licensee of the Royal Oak Hotel, Lidcombe in 1941 where the following took place and reported in the:

In 1949 was a hotel-keeper at the Rosehill Hotel, Parramatta Road, Granville where they remained listed until 1958.

In 1963 they had retired to 60 Canary Road, Lakemba, Sydney remaining at this address after his wife died.
Ellis (Tom) William Neale passed away on 15 June, 1988 aged 93 years.  Arrangements were published in the:
Cremation took place at Rookwood Crematorium.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:


1934
Neale, E. W.
Caledonian Hotel, Tamworth

Letter returned 22/10/39     2T.C.
© Donna Baldey 2022
www.tunnellers.net
Rutherglen Sun and Chiltern Valley Advertiser Tuesday April 11, 1916:


AT HOME AND AT THE FRONT


Mr and Mrs F. Neale, North Prentice, has received word that their son E.W. Neale, a native of North Prentice, has joined the colors, and is attached to the engineers’ corps at Broadmeadows; he enlisted at Wonthaggi.





Rutherglen Sun and Chiltern Valley Advertiser Friday May 5, 1916:


NORTH PRENTICE STATE SCHOOL – HONOR ROLL


The following are the names of the soldiers whose names appear on the honor board recently unveiled at the North Prentice State School by Mr A. Prentice, J.P.:


E.W. Neale										


Article abridged





Rutherglen Sun and Chiltern Valley Advertiser Tuesday September 12, 1916:


AT HOME AND AT THE FRONT


Mr and Mrs Neal, of North Prentice, have received a letter from their son Pte Ellis Neale, who at the time of writing was in England, after a two months sea voyage.  After being disembarked on British soil he had a trip of eight hours in the train.  During the train trip he noticed that harvest was in full swing and that there were a lot of women working in the fields.  The country throughout the whole journey was simply beautiful.  The weather was like spring, not summer, and it was twilight up to 10 o’clock.  He met a lot of Victorians at his new camp, but no one that he knew.  When the camp is fixed up the troops were to get four days leave, and young Neale intended having a run up to London, which is only a two hours journey from the camp.  When writing Ellis was in good health and happy.





Rutherglen Sun and Chiltern Valley Advertiser Friday October 6, 1916:


AT HOME AND AT THE FRONT


Writing to his mother and father from Salisbury Plains, under date August 10th, Sapper E.W. Neal states—I am in good health and doing fairly well, getting as fat as a porpoise.  I hope you are getting my letters, as I write [word cut off].  We had two days leave and I spent them in London, seeing the beautiful sights and riding in the Tube railways.  England is a good place for the Australian soldier; no matter where you go the people cannot do enough for you.  I had nice time in London, there was only one thing wrong with it was too short.  We have been enjoying this last day or two; it is [cut off] as the country here is of the same name.  We are still waiting to go to France, but there is no word coming yet.  Some of the old boys say that they might keep us here for three or four months.  We had Sir Newton Moore and several other heads inspecting us on the [cut off] and they presented the A.I.F. [cut off] All our letters are censored in [cut off] when they leave the country, so I cannot tell you as much as I would like.





Rutherglen Sun and Chiltern Valley Advertiser Tuesday November 14, 1916:


AT HOME AND AT THE FRONT


Mrs Neale, of North Prentice, has received word that her son, Sapper E.W. Neale, is located somewhere in France, which he considers a beautiful country.





Rutherglen Sun and Chiltern Valley Advertiser Friday December 1, 1916:


PTE E.W. NEALE


Writing to his father from somewhere in France, under date October 12, Pte W.E. Neale states—Just a few lines to let you know that I am well, hoping this finds you all likewise.  I have not heard from home for a long time now.  Last letter I got was from Ada, which was written on the 16th July; it is now October, and that means that it is getting on for three months since I have heard from home.  I have had two letters from Uncle Bill, dated August, I know that you write, but the fault lies with the officials in the post-office.  I have at least arrived at the front, and have been there now for about two weeks.  It felt rather strange the first day or two, but I have got quite used to it now.  The flare of the star shells, the plug of the bullet, and the bang, whizz boom of the shells seem quite a part of the programme.  							


Cont’d








Continues:


I met young Eggleston from the Southern, also Gus. Lundregrin and Duncan Baker, from Rutherglen, since I came here.


I see by the English papers that they are giving the soldiers on active service a vote on the Referendum for conscription in Australia, but not those under 21 years.  Do you think that is fair?  I don’t.  They have to go through it all here just the same as the old ones.  If the people in Australia think it worth their while to let us go and fight for them, and then not think it worth their while giving us a vote on such an important question, well, you know, it's not up to much; is it.  Young Eggleston was telling me that the day before I came here Billy McClusky had left here for England; he had the misfortune to get his right eye blown out with shrapnel.  I cannot tell you much, as the censor will not let it go through, so I will have to bottle it up till I get home again.





Rutherglen Sun and Chiltern Valley Advertiser Tuesday January 9, 1917:


RUTHERGLEN DISTRICT NATIVES AND RESIDENTS WHO HAVE ANSWERED THE CALL OF KING AND COUNTRY


The following is a list of names (probably incomplete) of those who have answered the call of their King and Country from this district:


E.W. Neale, Nth Prentice								


Article abridged





Rutherglen Sun and Chiltern Valley Advertiser Friday February 2, 1917:


SAPPER E.W. NEALE


Writing to his sister, from Somewhere in France, under the date 8/12/1916, Sapper E.W. Neale says that the weather in France is very severe on the Colonials, and it will not begin to get warm till about March.  They have any amount of warm clothes, but find it difficult in getting them dry.  He has been at the front not for about two months, and has managed to avoid all accidents.  While standing on a heap of loose dirt just behind the front line a shell lobbed about ten yards away, which bowled him over, and he didn’t know what was wrong for a time.  Sapper Neale wishes to remembers to all friends.





Rutherglen Sun and Chiltern Valley Advertiser Friday June 29, 1917:


LETTERS


Mrs F. Neale, of North Prentice, has received word from her son, Sapper E.W. Neale (Tom), stating that he is in a hospital in England suffering from tuberculosis, but at the time of writing was feeling better again.





Rutherglen Sun and Chiltern Valley Advertiser Tuesday October 9, 1917:


WELCOME AT NORTH PRENTICE


On Saturday night the residents of North Prentice welcomed home


SAPPER E.W. NEALE


Mr Wm. Potts acted as chairman, and speeches were made by Cr Prentice, Mr White, Mr Seddon, Mr Thomas and the chairman.  The speakers congratulated Sapper Neale and wished him luck.


Cr Prentice, on behalf of the residents, presented the returned her with a gold medal, suitably inscribed.


During the evening the school children contributed items.





Rutherglen Sun and Chiltern Advertiser Tuesday October 9, 1917:


WELCOME HOME TO RETURNED SOLDIERS – WELCOME AT RUTHERGLEN


On Thursday evening the Rutherglen Branch of the Returned Soldiers’ Association tendered a welcome back to Rutherglen to six of their returned comrades and a visitor.  The returned men were—Driver A. CARTER, Gt Northern, Pte T. RALSTON, Gt Southern; Sapper E.W. NEALE, Nth Prentice; Pte G. LUNDREGREN, Rutherglen, Pte W.J. TAYLOR, Brimin, Pte J. McINTYRE, late of Rutherglen, Pte GRODIE, Melbourne (visitor).


The ladies’ committee of the association took charge of the welcome home to the lads, which took the form of a concert, welcome addresses, supper and social.  The stage was nicely decorated with flags and the supper to the returned men and the parents who were present was partaken of in the Old Council chambers and was supervised by Mesdames Bevan, Cottingham, and Martin.


The attendance was not as large as expected, owing to the night being very wet, but some came in twelve miles.


The returned soldiers were then entertained at supper and light refreshments and coffee passed round. 


The hall was cleared and an enjoyable dance followed.  Miss McQuade and Messrs Blowers and Hossack provided excellent music and Mr J. Gordon acted as M.C.





Daily Express (Wagga Wagga) Saturday November 15, 1919:


PERSONAL


A presentation was made to Substation Officer R. Joyner and Mrs Joyner, by the members of the Wagga Fire Brigade last evening.  The presentation was made on behalf of the members by Mr E.W. Neale.  Several members stated their regret at losing their officer.





Daily Advertiser (Wagga Wagga) Saturday August 28, 1920:


WEDDING


On Monday evening, August 23, at 7.15 o’clock, the Methodist Church was the scene of a quiet but attractive wedding.  Mr Ellis William Neale, of Wagga, was married to Miss Ella George, daughter of Mr and Mrs Chas. Edward George, of North Wagga.  Miss Ada Neale acted as bridesmaid, and Mr Roy Scanlan as best man.   Both the bride and bridesmaid were becomingly attired and carried beautiful bouquets.  The Rev. Silas Bembrick was the officiating clergyman.  The bridal couple intend settling in Wagga.





Government Gazette of the State of New South Wales Friday July 22, 1932:





NOTICE APPOINTING TRUSTEES UNDER THE COMMONS REGULATION ACT, 1898





Pleasant Hills Common, comprising Reserve No. 63,288 for Commonage, notified 8th April, 1932—Messrs Samuel Klemke, August Kschenka, Charles William Lindner, Ellis William Neale and Maximilian Moritz Otto Sticker.





Caledonian Hotel, Tamworth, 1934


Photo sourced from TripAdvisor.com.au





His is listed as a hotel-keeper at the Caledonian Hotel, Tamworth in 1934-5.





Lockhart Review and Oaklands Advertiser Tuesday November 26, 1935:


ROWDYISM AT LOCKHART – POLICE MAKE SATURDAY NIGHT RAID


Rowdyism in the Commercial Hotel back yard on Saturday night having been reported to the police by the new manager, Mr Neale, Sergt. Burton and constable Atkins at once got to business and arrested five men, all strangers to the town.


Evidence showed that a bottle had been thrown through a window and that Mr Neale, the hotelkeeper, had been severely cut on the cheek.


MR. NEALE’S EVIDENCE


Ellis William Neale deposed: I am the manager of the Commercial Hotel, Lockhart.  I had occasion at about 10.30 on Saturday night to call the police.  The circumstances were that a knock had come to the back door of the bar.  The barman opened the door to see who was there and the defendants walked in without answering any questions.  They were asked to leave on several occasions and they refused to do so.  Some of the accused were willing and some were not willing.  They were then forcibly ejected.  Immediately the door was closed there was a terrific bump on the door closely followed by a second missile (a bottle) which came through the skylight over the door.  Sometime afterwards, the Sergeant of Police and other police arrived.  The Sergeant asked me “Are these the men that caused the trouble?”  Witness replied “Yes.”  The Sergeant then removed the men.


Albert John Thaxter deposed: When I arrived at the police station, I told him that I was surprised to hear that a bottle had been thrown. 


Sergeant Burton: Then it was all “imaginitis” on the part of Mr Neale?  No answer.


Sergt. Burton addressing the Bench, pointed out that it was most unlikely that Mr Neale would have called the police and given the evidence he had unless it was correct.


The defendants would be treated alike and would each be fined £1 or two days in the Lockhart lock-up.	


Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Tuesday April 6, 1937:


HOTEL LICENSES





Transfers of the following hotel licenses were granted at the Licensing Court yesterday.





Royal Exhibition Hotel, Chalmers Street, from William Henry Lenton to Ellis William Neale.


	Article abridged





Royal Hotel, Goulburn
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A copy of his service records were requested by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records which were forwarded to them on 19 July, 1937.





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday August 30, 1938:


PUBLICAN’S LICENCES TRANSFERRED


The following publican’s licenses were transferred by the Metropolitan Licensing Bench yesterday.


Royal Exhibition Hotel, Chalmers Street, Sydney; Ellis William Neale to Frances Cowell Woodridge.  


Article abridged





Goulburn Evening Penny Post Tuesday August 29, 1939:


LIQUOR CASES – TWO LICENSEES FINED


Ellis William Neale, licensee of the Grand Hotel, was fined £1, with 8/ costs, for being the licensee of premises on which a person was found during prohibited hours on August 7.  It was stipulated that no mark was to be recorded against licensee or premises.





Cumberland Argus and Fruit-growers Advocate (Parramatta) Wednesday June 4, 1941:





KICKED THE DOOR WHEN PUT OUT OF HOTEL





Asked by the licensee to leave the public bar of the Royal Oak Hotel, Lidcombe, about 6.20 p.m. on May 29, Alexander Connolly (26) made no effort to do so.  He was put out, and the door was closed.  Immediately afterward another doo was kicked and the glass was badly cracked.


The licensee, Ellis William Neale, said that the glass in the door would have to be replaced, and that the cost would be about £7.


He was ordered to pay compensation of £7 and was fined £1 for indecent language and 5/- for drunkenness.  


Article abridged





Royal Oak Hotel, Lidcombe c1941


Photo sourced from Tripadvisor.com.au





Rosehill Hotel, Parramatta Road, Granville


Photo sourced from publocation.com.au








Sydney Morning Herald Thursday June 16, 1988:


DEATHS


NEALE, Ellis William—June 15, 1988, at hospital, late of Lakemba, dearly beloved husband of Ella (deceased), loved father and father-in-law of Roy and Jean, loved uncle of Nola and Daphne.


FUNERALS


NEALE—The relatives and friends of the late ELLIS WILLIAM NEALE, of Lakemba are respectfully invited to attend the funeral service to be held in the Chapel of the Rookwood Crematorium tomorrow (Friday) June 17, 1988) appointed to commence at 11.30 a.m.


   Please meet at crematorium.


  By request, no floral tributes.


WALTERS & SON





FUNERALS


NEALE—Members of the Masonic Club, Parramatta are invited to attend the funeral of their late esteemed brother and club patron, E. (Tom) NEALE


   For details, see family notice.


TENNANT, President


J. GAYNON, Secretary Manager.








