SAPPER ALBERT EDWARD NEAL
2431 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Albert Edward Neal stated he was born in 1871 in Camberwell, England the son of Thomas and Mariah Neal.  He served an apprenticeship of four years with Emmerson’s Herzitroid?, Stockport, Lancashire, England.   He came to New South Wales, Australia about 1914.

At the recruiting depot at Victoria Barracks, Sydney (2nd Military District) on 10 February, 1916 the single forty-five-year-old electrical engineer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 158cms (5ft 2ins) tall with a chest expansion of 79-86cms (31-34ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms describe him further weighing 53kgs (117lbs) with a fair complexion, good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar tip of index finger, scar upper side of leg and outer side of left thigh and had no previous illnesses.  Religion was Church of England.  In lieu of parents he named his best friend William Anderson of Coatglove, Bennett Street, Neutral Bay as next-of-kin.  He signed at took the Oath of Enlistment at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW on February 14., 1916.
After basic training he was allotted on 25 March, 1916 to the 2nd Reinforcements, No. 2 Company, Mining Corps training at Rosebery Park, Sydney.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2431.

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  
From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.

On 25 June, 1916 Sapper was attached for duty with the 3rd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on September 30.

He reported sick on 30 April, 1917 to the 17th Field Ambulance with a corneal ulcer left eye and was transferred a day later to the 58th Casualty Clearing Station then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.26 and admitted to the 13th Stationary Hospital on May 11 with ulcer left eye severe.  Was invalided to England on the hospital ship Pieter de Connick from Boulogne and admitted to the King George Military Hospital, London with hypopeomblier (ulcer eye). 
Base Records advised his friend of his admittance to hospital and on 10 June, 1917 that he was improving and again reported he was progressing favourably on June 23.  They advised on 31 July he was now convalescent with last report dated 7 August of his convalescence.
His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:
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On 31 July, 1917 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford until discharged to furlough on 7 August and report to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on August 21.  Reported from A.I.F. Headquarters, London as ordered.

Sapper Neal embarked for discharge in Australia on 15 February, 1918 due to corneal opacity and age on board H.T. Llanstephan Castle.   Base Records advised his friend on 4 March that he was returning home.
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 16 April, 1918 and 216 soldiers returning to Sydney (2nd M.D.) continued by special trains arriving the following day.
Base Records was notified by the 2nd Military District on 14 June, 1918 that the solider had returned on 17 April and discharged on 21 June, 1918.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 21 June, 1918 as medically unfit due to corneal opacity and age.

For serving his country Sapper 2431 Albert Edward Neal, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (37149) and the Victory Medal (36557).
He may have been part of the Soldiers’ Settlers Scheme bringing him to the West Wyalong district of New South Wales where about 1925 he settled as a farmer.
He married in October, 1929 at West Wyalong to Mrs Agnes Kenton and in 1932 were listed at Yalgorin North where he was farming and address remained as this in Electoral Rolls. 

He sold his property and became the Postmaster for ten years before retiring and served the community in various ways.

The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 8 July, 1937.

Albert Edward (Sarge) Neal passed away in the Wyalong and District Hospital on 14 November, 1945 aged 72 years.  Announcement was reported in the:


Interment took place in the Church of England portion of Tallimba Cemetery (now Memorial Park).  
There is no headstone recorded.
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Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Thursday June 14, 1917:


FALLEN HEROES – 310TH LIST


The 310th list of Australian casualties was issued yesterday afternoon.  


ILL


Spr. ALBERT EDWARD NEAL, Neutral Bay (seriously)				


Article abridged





West Wyalong Advocate Thursday November 15, 1945:


OBITUARY – MR A.E. NEAL


An outstanding figure in the community life of Yalgorin for about 20 years, Mr Albert Edward Neal died in the Wyalong and District Hospital yesterday, aged 72 years.


The funeral took place at Tallimba this morning (Thursday), when the interment was made in the Church of England portion of the cemetery.


Further information regarding the late Mr Neal will be published in Monday’s issue of the “Advocate.” 





West Wyalong Advocate Monday November 19, 1945:


OBITUARY – MR A.E. NEAL


Death has removed from Yalgorin one of its very esteemed citizens, Mr Albert Edward Neal.  Know to his intimate friends as “Sarge” he was linked with the community life of Yalgorin for the past 20 years.


Since his retirement as the Yalgorin Postmaster he has taken a very active part in all patriotic and other affairs, and was the Honorary Secretary of the Patriotic Committee to the time of his death.  He was the Honorary Secretary of the Yalgorin Public Hall for eight years, and carried out his duties faithfully and well.


The late Mr Neal, who was born in England 73 years ago, was an Engineer by profession.  He came to Australia about 50 years ago.  Enlisting in 1916 he served in the Great War and was invalided back to Australia in 1918.


About 25 years ago he selected a block of land at Yalgorin North, which he later sold, and commenced duties as Postmaster at Yalgorin.  He carried on in this capacity for 10 years, after which he retired.


In October, 1929, Mr Neal married Mrs Kenton, of North Yalgorin, by whom he is survived.  


For the past two years he has been in ill health.  


Cont’d





Continues:


His death in the Wyalong and District Hospital on Wednesday last is deeply regretted by his many friends in the Yalgorlin and West Wyalong districts, who appreciated his kindly and generous disposition and his willingness to be of service where possible.


Prior to the funeral at Tallimba on Thursday a short service was conducted in the Tallimba Hall by the Rev. W.E. Butler.  The coffin was draped with the Union Jack and the pallbearers were Diggers of both wars.


The interment was made in the Church of England portion of Tallimba Cemetery, the Rev. W.E. Butler officiating.


Among wreaths, which were sent were those from the Tallimba Returned Soldiers’ League, the Yalgorin North Hall Committee, Yalgorin Parents and Citizens Association, the Church of England Guild, Red Cross Patriotic Committee and Social Club.


The mortuary arrangements were carried out by Messrs R. and G. Stephenson, West Wyalong.





Tallimba Memorial Park, NSW


Photo sourced from Images of Tallimba Cemetery online








