SAPPER PETER JOHN MURRAY

6019 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Peter John Murray was born in Milltown, Westmeath, Ireland and baptised on 22 November, 1883 at St Matthew’s Church, Milltown the son of Francis and Catherine (nee Brennan) Murray.  In 1901 he was living at Skeach, Westmeath.
The twenty-six-year-old farm labourer immigrated to Queensland, Australia leaving London on 7 June, 1910 on the liner Norseman with 210 immigrants of which 11 were Irish, arriving in Brisbane on 5 August, 1910.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
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At the recruiting depot in Charleville, Queensland on 8 May, 1916 the thirty-one-year-old railway ganger applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Personal particulars taken show he was 172cms (5ft 7¾ins) tall a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins).  His address No. 2 Gang, Wanho, Great Western Line.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting depot.
Attestation forms describe him further weighing 75.5kgs (166lbs) and had dark complexion with grey eyes and dark brown hair.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Kate Murray of Milltown, Ballynacergy, Westmeath, Ireland.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.

Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane (1st Military District) on 2 June then to the 6th Reinforcements to the 52nd Battalion for further instruction to August 29.  He signed at Statutory Declaration the same day requesting that he wished his trade or calling to be that of a miner and was allotted to the Miners’ Depot.  After final home leave was sent to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria on 9 September joining the December, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6019.

The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp at Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 January, 1917 on board S.S. Onward arriving at the Aust General Base Depot.  He was attached on 8 February to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

On 14 April, 1917 proceeded to the 1st Tunnelling Company and was attached five days later and taken on strength on April 27.  The Company was working on the underground mining system at Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59) in Belgium.

Service continued without illness or injury and Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving one year abroad.
On 7 July, 1918 went sick to the 8th Field Ambulance with Influenza and discharged to duty on 13 July re-joining his unit the following day.  A day later returned sick to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance suffering pleurisy and transferred to the 61st Casualty Clearing Station returning to duty on 2 August, 1918.

Proceeded on leave on 22 September, 1918 and re-joined his unit on 8 October.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Went sick on 2 December, 1918 to the 55th Casualty Clearing Station with a boil on his right leg and transferred to the 41st C.C.S. then moved to the 5th General Hospital in Rouen.  Remained in hospital until December 18 moved to the 2nd Convalescent Depot also in Rouen.  Further rest was at the 1st Aust Convalescent Depot to December 21 then discharged to Base Depot “A” in Havre until 3 January, 1919.   Eight days later left to return to his unit arriving the next day.
Leave from France was granted and taken from 12 to 26 March, 1919 returning to his duties on 29 March.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot leaving there for return to England on April 10 arriving at the No. 1 Group camp at Deverill the following day.

After demobilisation Sapper Murray embarked for Australia on 31 May, 1919 on board H.T. Aeneas.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 12 July, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in:

The soldiers for Queensland boarded a special train for Brisbane (1st M.D.) with their arrival published in the: 

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at Kangaroo Point in the No. 6 Aust General Hospital and his Statement of Case reads:


No disability
(Sgd.) P. Murray



Confirmed: 15/7/19

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 21 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

Sapper 6019 Peter Joseph Murray, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (24549) and the Victory Medal (23715) for serving his country.

He married on 26 December, 1931 to Margaret May Boaz.

Peter Joseph Murray passed away on 4 October, 1960 aged 75 years.  Interment took place in the Lawn portion of Hemmant Cemetery within row 2 in grave no. 342.

Mrs Margaret Murray died in 1964 and buried with her husband.
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Telegraph (Brisbane) Friday August 5, 1910:


STEAMER NORSEMAN – ARRIVAL FROM LONDON


The steamer Norseman which arrived at Dalgety’s wharf early this morning was the object of considerable interest, not only because she brought 210 immigrants to this port, but also on account of its being the first appearance of the vessel in these waters.





The Norseman was originally built for the Dominion line by Messrs Harland and Wolff, but she has been chartered by the Aberdeen line for temporary service in lieu of the Pericles, pending the completion of the Themistocles, which vessel is expected to make her first voyage early next year.


The tender conveyed the immigrants to the depot at Kangaroo Point.


The vessel has brought a large cargo for Brisbane and whilst there will load a considerable quantity of frozen meat, wool and other cargo.  It is proposed to despatch her for London via southern ports on Sunday morning.


										Article abridged





Age Monday July 14, 1919:


TROOPS PER AENEAS LANDED


Though timed to land at Port Melbourne at 2 p.m. on Saturday, troops arriving by the transport Aeneas, to the number of 300, reached the pier a little earlier, and by 2.20 p.m. the first of the men were at Sturt-street undergoing medical examination.  The usual welcome by Brigadier-General Brand, State Commandant, and advice on how to proceed, by Captain E.M. Wright, were tendered to the soldiers on landing, and they were given a hearty welcome in the streets of the metropolis and by relatives and friends at the “finalisations” depot.  The Aeneas carried troops for New South Wales and Queensland, who were sent on special trains to their respective States immediately upon quitting the transport.





Daily Mail (Brisbane) Tuesday 15 July, 1919:


HOME AGAIN TROOPS BY THE AENEAS -WELCOME LAST NIGHT


Another batch of Returned Soldiers ex H.T. Aeneas looking in splendid condition returned to Brisbane last night and received the usual hearty welcome by their waiting relatives and friends and the general public.  The A.A.R. Band was also present at the station and rendered the usual acceptable programme of music.


The soldiers comprised of 13 officers, 183 men and one sister were conveyed from the station to Kangaroo Point Hospital by the Voluntary Transport Motor Corps.  Here hearty speeches of welcome were given.





Their grave in Hemmant Cemetery, Brisbane, Qld
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