SAPPER JAMES DAVID MURPHY
9557 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
James Henry David Murphy was born at Boggy Flat, River Murray, South Australia on 29 September, 1884 and registered at Kapunda the son of Benjamin John and Mary Ann (nee Hughes) Murphy.  In 1913 he was a miner residing at Iodide Street, Wilyama, Broken Hill, New South Wales.
At the recruiting depot at Broken Hill on 7 August, 1917 the thirty-four-year-old single miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 171cms (5ft 7½ins), weighing 70kgs (154lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-94cms (34-37ins) and good physical development with a pulse rate of 72.   Complexion was fair with very poor vision in his brown eyes and his hair was brown.  Distinctive marks were left little toe overlapping and right sided hydrocele (swollen scrotum due to fluid).  He had no fits, insanity or TB.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mary Ann Murphy of Chapel Street, Broken Hill, NSW.  The Oath of Allegiance was taken and signed the same day.
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Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:

In Adelaide (4th Military District) the new recruits were also mentioned in the:


Basic training commenced with B Coy, 2nd Depot Battalion at Mitcham camp from August 10 to September 11 and during that time spent the 20 August in the Mitcham Clearing Hospital with hydrocele then moved to the 7th Aust General Hospital for treatment until discharged to the 17th Auxiliary Hospital on 5 September.  Returned to training on 12 September with A Coy Tunnellers until transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd Military district) on 6 December, 1917.  Joined the July, 1917 Reinforcements until 20 February, 1918 at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne and in preparation for departure military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with them.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 9557.
The Reinforcements totalling 51 members departed Melbourne, Vic on February 28, 1918 on board the HMAT A71 Nestor and crossed the Pacific Ocean arriving at Colon, Panama on March 25, 1918.  On March 28 the transport departed Panama and tied up at Newport News, U.S.A. on April 3 remaining there for three days and leaving port on April 6, 1918.  Halifax, Nova Scotia was the next port-of-call on April 9 for a day at the wharf to refuel for the voyage to England.  The voyage terminated after fifty-one days at sea at Liverpool, England on April 19 and docked where the disembarking the Reinforcements entrained to Tidworth the next day.  They marched into the Aust Details No. 3 camp at Parkhouse the same day April 20, 1918 for further training for the front. 

The Reinforcement proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 14 May, 1918 arriving a day later at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and he left the Aust Corps Depot on 20 May and was taken on strength with the 2nd Tunnelling Company.

The Unit Diary of the 2nd Tunnelling Company recorded the following on their arrival:

“20/5/18   50 Reinforcements marched in from Australian General Base Depot.”

His service continued without illness or injury and was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

On 8 May, 1919 went sick to the B Division Ambulance then moved to the Casualty Clearing Station.  On 10 June, 1919 was taken by Ambulance Train to return to England on the hospital ship entering the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford for treatment of a social disease on 10 June.  After 136 days of curative care was discharged to the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny to await his voyage home.
After demobilisation Sapper Murphy embarked for Australia on board H.T. Devon on 8 October, 1919.  Base Records advised his mother on 24 October he was returning home.  This news was shared in the:

His Will was returned to the 4th Military District on 25 October, 1919.

The transport docked in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 23 November, 1919.  News of their voyage and arrival was reported in the:
He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board and his Statement of Case reads:



Feels well
(Sgd.) J.D. Murphy




Heart Lungs Urine Scars – normal




Medically fit for duty.  Dentally fit.




Address: 295 Oxide Street, Broken Hill, NSW

Military Discharge was issued in Adelaide (4th M.D.) on 17 December, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
He returned to Broken Hill.

The British War Medal (22536) and the Victory Medal (15178) were issued to Sapper 9557 James David Murphy, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

In 1930 was residing at 492 Williams Lane, Broken Hill working as a labourer. 

He was working with the Public Works Department and calls to work were advertised in the:

Further calls were advertised in the:

In 1936 he was living at 499 Beryl-Street, Broken Hill working as a labourer and in 1943 was listed at 407 Williams Street with the occupation of labourer.

James David Murphy passed away on 6 August, 1945 aged 60 years.  Family notices were placed in the:


A small write-up on his funeral appeared in the:


His grave can be located in the Catholic S Section of Broken Hill Cemetery with in Row 10 in grave no. 1.
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Barrier Miner Friday August 10, 1917:


IN BROKEN HILL – SEND-OFF TO RECRUITS


Eleven recruits for the Australian Imperial Forces left Broken Hill last night for the purpose of entering a training camp in Adelaide.  They were accorded the usual send-off by the Broken Hill Band, members of the Barrier Empire League, the Baden-Powell Boy Scouts, and the public generally.  The Names of the recruits are as follows: J. Murphy.   										Article abridged





Express and Telegraph Thursday August 9, 1917:


THE CALL FOR MEN


Among the men who have been moved to go forth in the defence of their country are Messrs: J.D. Murphy


(20 listed)										Article abridged





Barrier Miner Saturday November 1, 1919:


Mrs M.A. Murphy, of 259 Oxide-street, has been advised that her son, Sapper J.D. Murphy, is returning to Australia by the transport Devon, which is expected in Melbourne on November 16.





Daily Herald (Adelaide) Tuesday November 25, 1919:


DEVON IN ROUGH WEATHER


Five days after leaving Capetown the F. & S. liner Devon, which is now at Port Adelaide, experienced unusually rough weather, as a result of which one of the cookhouses was completely demolished.  Captain W.H. Robertson said yesterday that the sea which did the damage was tremendous; in fact, he hardly remembered having ever witnessed such a huge wave.  Three seas broke over the Devon in quick succession striking the quarter and flooding the decks.  A scullery-man sustained a broken rib, and the assistant baker received a few minor abrasions.  It was most unusual for a vessel to be struck as the Devon was, and it made it necessary for him to “nurse” the liner until the weather moderated.  The injured man was attended to by the ship’s doctor and is making excellent progress towards recovery.  The loss of the cookhouse did not inconvenience the preparation of meals for the troops, as there were several other galleys on board.





Advertiser Tuesday November 25, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS – THE DEVON


The troopship Devon, which arrived at the anchorage shortly after 3 p.m. on Sunday, came up to the Ocean Steamers’ wharf on the flood tide at 5.30 a.m. on Monday.


The South Australian troops were landed at 3 o’clock.  The 72 South Australians were welcomed by Major J.J. Hughes (on behalf of the State commandant), the Mayor of Port Adelaide (Mr R.H. Smith) and Chaplain the Rev. G.W. Kendrew (of the Y.M.C.A) Refreshment were provided by the Y.M.C.A. army department, and “welcome home souvenirs” were distributed by the Semaphore Cheer-up Society.  Mr Sammy Lunn saw that the spirited welcome was given to the troops by the public on the wharf.


The vessel was expected to leave for Melbourne at daylight to-day.			Article abridged





Barrier Miner Friday June 20, 1930:


MEN FOR ROAD WORK – TO REPORT TO-MORROW


Men have been selected to begin road work on Monday next under the supervision of the Public Works Department.  They are requested to call at the labor exchange on Saturday between the hours of 9 and 10 a.m. and be punctual.  “Go to work” cards will be issued on the production of the “pink” registration cards.  The pick-up place for the men selected will be in Williams-street, between Brazill and M’Culloch streets, at 8 a.m. on Monday.  The selected men are as follows: J.D. Murphy				           Article abridged 





Barrier Miner Wednesday July 4, 1934:


RENEWAL OF WATER MAINS – MORE MEN CHOSEN FOR WORK


Eleven more men have been selected to begin work on Monday next in connection with the renewal of certain sections of the town reticulation mains.  Mr J. Durack, Industrial Inspector, asks the men to call at the Labor Exchange at 10.30 o’clock on Friday morning to obtain their “go to work” tickets.  They will report for duty on Monday at 8 a.m. at the Public Works Depot at Block 10 Hill.


Labourers: J.D. Murphy									Article abridged





Barrier Miner Friday November 20, 1936:


MEN SELECTED FOR WORK AT COLLEGE


The Public Works Department required the services of four men for work at the Technical College on Tuesday next.  The following men have been selected by the Labor Exchange and are asked to call at the Exchange, Beryl-street on Monday at 10 a.m., when they will be issued with “go-to work” tickets—Joseph Bowen, Harry Hodgson, J.D. Murphy and J. Mack.





Barrier Miner Tuesday August 7, 1945:


LATE MR. J.H. MURPHY


James Henry David Murphy, of 407 Williams Street, died at the Hospital yesterday and was buried in the Catholic Cemetery this afternoon.


Born near Morgan, S.A. 60 years ago, he worked throughout his life in this district and was employed along the line of lode until 10 years ago, when he joined the Main Roads Board.


Mr Murphy was a single man and had had two years’ service in World War I in France and Belgium in the 2nd Tunnellers.  The funeral left the Cathedral, Lane Street, at 3.30 this afternoon for the Catholic Cemetery.


Norman Woodman had charge of the funeral





Barrier Daily Truth Tuesday August 7, 1945:


FUNERAL NOTICES


MURPHY. —The BROTHERS, BROTHER-IN-LAWS, SISTERS, SISTER-IN-LAWS and FAMILIES of the late James Henry David Murphy are respectfully informed that his remains will be interred in the Catholic Cemetery THIS DAY (Tuesday), the funeral leaving the Cathedral, Lane Street at 3.30 p.m. arriving at the Cemetery at 3.45 p.m.


NORMAN WOODMAN, Undertaker





AUSTRALIAN WORKERS’ UNION


MEMBERS of the above are respectfully informed that the remains of their late Member, James Henry David Murphy, will be interred in the Catholic Cemetery, THIS DAY (Tuesday), the funeral leaving the Cathedral, Lane Street at 3.30 p.m. arriving at the Cemetery at 3.45 p.m.


											SECRETARY








Barrier Miner Wednesday August 8, 1945:


LATE MR. J. MURPHY


The funeral of Mr James Henry David Murphy, who died on Monday, took place yesterday.  The cortege left the Cathedral, Lane Street, at 3.30 p.m., the interment being made in the Catholic Cemetery.  The Rev. Fr. M.J. Higgins officiated at the graveside.  The bearers were Messrs. B. Telfer, J.G. Battye, V. Trevarrow, J. Joyce, W.J. Anderson and J. Trevarrow.


The Tribute to the Fallen was delivered by Mr J. Joyce.  The Returned Soldiers’ League was represented by Messrs W.J. Anderson and L.A.H. Johnson.  Norman Woodman had charge of the funeral.





He was buried with his mother in


Broken Hill Cemetery, NSW
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