SAPPER THOMAS HENRY MILLER
2354 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Thomas Henry Miller was born in Auckland, New Zealand on 2 November, 1882 the son of William and Mary Ann Miller.  He came to Australia and was working at Moree, New South Wales in 1915.
At the recruiting depot in Moree on 6 September, 1915 the single thirty-one-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 71.8kgs (158lbs) with a chest measurement of 95cms (37½ins) and had a dark complexion with brown eyes and dark hair, thin in front.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Nellie Miller of Taupiri, Waikato, New Zealand.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment the following day.

After basic training he was sent to the Military Hospital at Milson’s Island from 16 December, 1915 to be transferred to a company at Casula.  On 23 February, 1916 a letter to the Engineer’s Depot at Moore Park stated the same.  Was allotted to the 2nd Reinforcements of the Mining Corps on 3 March and sent to Rosebery Park, Sydney for final brief training and assembly from 25 March, 1916.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2354.
The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and were entrained to Aust General Base Depot at Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916.

His service card is missing but he was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 29 September, 1916.

He was treated for a social disease in Ward 1 of an unnamed hospital from 14 September, 1917 until discharged on 20 October, 1917.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

His sister was notified by a Defence Cable to Wellington, NZ on 3 March, 1919 to inform Nellie Miller of Taupiri, Wakato that her brother 2354 Thomas Miller was admitted twenty-eighth February to the Horton County of London War Hospital, Epson with Influenza.
On 15 May, 1919 at the East Ham Congregational Church, Wakefield Street, East Ham, bachelor, Thomas Henry Miller (36), soldier married by license Elsie Laura Dance, (30) spinster daughter of Frederick William Dance of 73 Terrace Road, Plaistow by Rev. A. Salmon.

She became his next-of-kin with her address as 73 Terrace Road, Plaistow.
After demobilisation and accompanied by his wife they embarked for Australia on 12 July, 1919 on board H.T. Indarra.  Base Records advised his sister on 4 August, 1919 that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 8 September, 1919. 

News of their arrival was reported in the:

He was still under medical care and noted to be still on strength of the A.I.F. on 14 January, 1921.
Military Discharge took place in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 14 May, 1921 as medically unfit.

In 1926 the following was reported in the:

The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Department requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which were sent on 27 May, 1926.
From 1931 they are listed at McGrath Street, Fairy Meadow with his occupation as a labourer.

In 1934 they have moved to 75 Campbell Street, Wollongong with the same occupation where they remained.
The following good news was reported in the:

Mrs Elsie L. Miller died on 8 April, 1963 and was cremated at Wollongong Crematorium.
Thomas Henry Miller passed away at the Repatriation Hospital, Concord, Sydney on 29 June, 1964 aged 82 years, with cremation taking place at the Wollongong Crematorium.  Their ashes are placed together in the Wollongong City Memorial Gardens in Rose Garden section 4A at site 13.
© Donna Baldey 2022

www.tunnellers.net  
Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday September 9, 1919:


THE INDARRA’S PASSENGERS


The reception which is being accorded the oversea brides is now of the most cordial nature where hitherto it was not.  The new arrivals have shown themselves to be of a very acceptable type, and compliments are usually free among spectators concerning the good judgement which the Diggers have exercised in their selection of wives abroad.  The women and children who landed yesterday afternoon from the Indarra were cheerful, well dressed and healthy, and they had cordial reception.


The Indarra left Tilbury on July 12, with 1057 passengers, of whom 520 were soldier’s wives and children. At Fremantle port 59 men, women and children were landed, at Adelaide 115, Melbourne 322 (including Tasmanians) and at Sydney 558 (including Queenslanders) and their wives and children.  Major Wilkinson was the officer commanding the troops on board, and the adjutant was Lieut. A.G. Munro, of the Australian Flying Corps, (W.A.).   The passengers had a splendid voyage, and there were no complaints.





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday March 26, 1926:


WEEK BY WEEK


Late Mrs McGrath’s property, Fairy Meadow cottage and six acres was last Saturday offered at auction by F. Bevan & Sons.  After brisk competition the bid of Mr Thomas H. Miller, £870 was accepted.  The household effects also made a good sale.





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Thursday December 17, 1953:


£6000 WIN


A 72-year-old Wollongong resident shared first prize in last Thursday’s State Lottery.


He is Mr. Thomas H. Miller, of 75 Campbell St., Wollongong and the ticket was shared with a workmate at Lysaghts, Mr J. Gardiner.


Mr Miller has been sharing quite a number of tickets weekly over recent years, but had only won a few £5 and £10 prizes.


His two married daughters had the following ticket to that held by Mr Miller.


The winning ticket was secured through Benson’s Lottery Service.








