SAPPER JOHN JAMES McKINNON
3485A – 1st Tunnelling Company
Mangalore, Victoria was stated to be the birthplace of John James McKinnon about 1870 the son of John and Margaret (nee McColl) McKinnon.  In 1915 he was at Devonport, Tasmania working as a labourer.
At the recruiting depot at Claremont camp (6th Military District) on 2 September, 1915 the married forty-two-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 166cms (5ft 6ins) tall, weighing 66kgs (146lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) and had a fair complexion with fair sight in his grey eyes and brown hair.  Presbyterian was his religious faith.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Maria McKinnon of West Devonport, Tas and later 175 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their child.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken at Claremont camp on 4 December, 1915.

Basic training commenced at Claremont camp then allotted to the 3rd Company Mining Corps on 5 January, 1916. The recruits were transferred to their training camp a Seymour, Victoria and placed with the 4th Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies on May 10.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3485.

The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent and after fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp for further training for the front.  Regimental number became 3485A.
On 3 October, 1916 was taken on strength from the Reinforcements with the Overseas Training Brigade.
Military discipline was issued for the following:



Crime:

No. 3 Camp, Parkhouse AWL from 2400 hrs 2/10/16 to 1700 hrs 13/10/16



Award:

5 days confined barracks by Capt. Leech


Total forfeiture:
5 days’ pay 13/10/16

Went sick on 1 December, 1916 and admitted to No. 2 Parkhouse Hospital with a social disease and after 53 days curative care was discharged on 23 January, 1917 as fit to the No. 1 Command Depot at Perham Downs.  Six days later went to Host Details Perham Downs.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Offence:
Perham Downs absent without leave from 12 midnight 19/3/17 till





Noon 20/3/17



Award:

2 days Field Punishment No. 2


Total forfeiture:
3 days’ pay 21/3/17

Marched out on 4 April, 1917 to camp headquarters Perham Downs.

Proceeded overseas to France on 10 May, 1917 from Folkstone arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles and attached from Reinforcements to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 13 June, 1917.

Went sick on 17 November, 1917 for the day and returned to duty and spent another day sick on November 22.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company on 1 February, 1918.

Went sick to the 57th Casualty Clearing Station suffering pyrexia (fever) then admitted to the 55th General Hospital at Boulogne on July 1.  Was transferred on July 11 to the 7th Convalescent Depot then on 25 July was moved suffering Influenza to the 1st Aust Convalescent Depot in Havre until 5 September when discharged to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles classed “A” fit.  Re-joined his unit on September 11.
Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Marched out for the Base Depot on 28 January, 1919.   On 1 February, 1919 orders were received on 1 February to return to the Base Depot and left there on February 3 crossing to England arriving at the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny a day later.

Sapper McKinnon embarked for Australia as an invalid on 31 March, 1919 on board H.T. Khyber.  Base Records advised his wife on 28 April that he was on his way home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 10 May and the Victorian soldiers went into quarantine.  News of their arrival after then was reported in the:


The 73 Tasmanian soldiers returned to their State and a list published in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 1 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (4427) and the Victory Medal (4052) were issued to wear to Sapper 3485A John James McKinnon, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
The couple were at 47 Market Street, South Melbourne from 1924 with the occupation of labourer where they remained.
He met with an accident which was reported in the:
The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 28 April, 1938.

John James McKinnon passed away on 14 November, 1941 aged 71 years.  Interment took place in the Presbyterian portion of Warragul Cemetery within section L in grave no. 220.
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Argus Thursday May 22, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS - MEN FROM S.S. KHYBER WELCOMED


After having spent eleven days in quarantine at Port Napier, the 467 Victorian troops who returned on the S.S. Khyber disembarked at Port Melbourne yesterday.  


The men who received a warm welcome from members of the public appeared to be in good health and spoke highly of their treatment on the way to Australia.


The number of motor cars available was insufficient to transport the troops from Port Melbourne and about forty of them returned to the ship from the depot in Sturt Street.


Otherwise the landing was efficient without incident, the men being granted leave until 10 o’clock to-day, when they must report to the Sturt Street depot.





Examiner Monday May 12, 1919:


PER H.T. KHYBER


Invalids—Spr. J.J. McKinnon, 1st T.C. (Devonport)					Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) Monday May 30, 1927:


MAN STRUCK BY CAR


A man named John James McKinnon, of Market-street, South Melbourne, was walking across Clarendon-street at 11 p.m. on Saturday, when he was struck by a motor car.  He was taken to the Homeopathic Hospital suffering from a long cut on his forehead and was admitted for treatment. 








