SAPPER NORMAN McKEE
6026 – 3rd Tunnelling Company

Norman Cecil McKee was born at Kensington Hill, Melbourne, Victoria in 1890 the son of James and Susannah (nee Butler) McKee.  His mother remarried to William Tomlinson and they lived at Point Londsale.  Two sisters that featured in his life were Violet Joy Eulia McKee who married in 1904 to Alfred George Jones and a step-sister Clarice Tomlinson.
He was working in Queenstown, Tasmania in 1915.

At the recruiting depot at Queenstown on 4 September, 1916 the single twenty-eight-year-old miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 170cms 5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a chest expansion of 93-104cms (36½-41ins) and had a brownish complexion with brown eyes and brown hair.  Methodist was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Tomlinson of Point Lonsdale, Victoria and later his sister Mrs Violet Jones of Stevens Street, Queenscliff was added.  He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment at Claremont camp on 9 September, 1916.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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After brief basic training at Claremont camp the recruits were transferred to Seymour, Victoria on 29 September allotted to the December, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6026.

Miss Clarice Tomlinson of Post Office Point Lonsdale, Vic wrote to Base Records on 26 October, 1916 enquiring about the full address of her brother Sapper Norman C. McKee who left with the Mining Corps on transport on the 25th.  She also asked for the next-of-kin of Bombardier T.J. Sullivan, 36th Heavy Artillery Group.  Base Records replied on 31 October giving the address for correspondence with Sapper McKee but was unable to give the address of next-of-kin as instructions precluded the divulgence of next-of-kin for soldiers of the A.I.F.
The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp in Perham Downs.

The Reinforcements left Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward on 28 January, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot a day later.  On 8 February was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

Miss C. Tomlinson wrote to Base Records on 15 February, 1917 from Stevens Street, Queenscliff, Vic asking for the address of Sapper McKee as she had not heard a word from him since he sailed with the Tunnelling Company.

Base Records replied on 19 February, 1917 with the official postal address of her brother abroad.

In 1 May, 1917 left for the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field who were principally working on road construction following advances at Vimy Ridge, Lievin and Hill 65, St Pierre and Loos.  Sapper was taken on strength on 6 May.
Went sick on 25 September, 1917 with an abscess in connective tissue to the 16th Field Ambulance then moved to the 22nd Casualty Clearing Station and discharged to duty due to a facial abscess on 1 October.

Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad on 25 October, 1917.

He was a recipient of gifts of comfort supplied by the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and a letter signed by all recipients was returned and reprinted in the:
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He was counted in an audit of the company on 13 July, 1918 serving with his unit.

The 3rd Tunnelling Company during the month of October, 1918 unearthed and destroyed hundreds of road and anti-tank mines.  Shell holes and mine craters, where they blocked the roads of communication were filled in by Tunnellers as the occasion demanded and anywhere recently occupied by the enemy was examined for mines and booby traps.

Sapper was wounded in action on 8 October, 1918 by a gas shell and taken to the 45th Field Ambulance moving to the 47th Field Ambulance and two days later was treated at the 46th Field Ambulance.  He was discharged to duty on October 20 marching in to the 5th Army Rest Camp the next day.
Base Records regretfully advised both next-of-kin on 24 October, 1918 that it was reported that Sapper McKee was admitted on 8/10/18 to hospital in France – actual condition not stated – gassed – classed as wounded in action.  His address for correspondence was included.

His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:

Sapper was paid on 6 November, 1918 at the 5th Army Rest Camp and was there when Peace was declared.

Marched out to his unit on 3 December re-joining the following day.
The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy. 

Leave was granted and taken from 19 December, 1918 and returned to duty on 2 January, 1919.

Orders were received on 22 April, 1919 to report to the Aust Base Depot 1 and left there crossing to England on April 22 and marched into camp to await his voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper McKee embarked for Australia on board H.T. Miltiades from Plymouth, England on 19 June, 1919.  Base Records advised his next-of-kin on 23 July that he was returning home.  
He was admitted to the ship’s hospital due to sea sickness on 3 August and discharged to duty two days later.
His name was among the soldiers returning as listed in the:

The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 5 August, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board on 5 August, 1919 at the Sturt Street Depot and his Statement of Case reads:




Hyperven? 1918 – gas





C.O. – nil





N.H.D. - nil





Dentally fit
The 6th Military District noted that the soldier remained in the 3rd Military District.

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 13 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment. For serving his country Sapper 6026 Norman McKee, 3rd Tunnelling Company was issued with the British War Medal (59103) and the Victory Medal (57351).  His medals were sent by registered post and receipted by him on 3 September, 1922.

He married in Victoria in 1920 to Florence Maria Rowe.

In 1925 he was working as a labourer at Moorooduc, Vic.

Following an accident at the railway near Kilmore reports on the incident were published in the:


From 1927 to 1934 the couple were listed in Electoral Rolls at Powlett Street, Kilmore with his occupation as a railway worker.  From 1937 they were at Gipps Street, Kilmore and a railway employee.
Norman Cecil McKee passed away on 4 November, 1963 aged 73 years.  Interment took place in the Methodist portion of Kilmore Public Cemetery within row F in grave no.26.  There is no headstone.


Examiner (Launceston) Friday September 15, 1916:


ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT


The undermentioned men (27) entered Claremont camp on Monday and Tuesday:


Private N. McKee								Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS - MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM 


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—N. McKee	


Article abridged





Geelong Advertiser Thursday November 28, 1918:


CASUALTY LIST No. 447


Contains 20 pages, and the names of the following district lads:


Sapper N. McKee, Queenscliff (gassed)							Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday August 7, 1919:


RETURNING TASMANIANS – MEN EN ROUTE


The attached lists of troops are shortly returning from abroad per Miltiades:


Spr. N. McKee, 3rd Tunn. C. Point Lonsdale, Victoria:					Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Wednesday August 6, 1919:


TROOPS RETURNING – LATE LANDING BY MILTIADES


It was unfortunate that a shortage of coal should have delayed the arrival of the s.s. Miltiades until many hours after the time originally fixed for the disembarkation.


The vessel did not reach Port Melbourne until nearly 8 o’clock last evening and the earnest endeavour made by the military authorities to prevent confusion at the A.I.F. Depot was not entirely successful, mainly because of the impatience of the soldiers.  Before leaving the pier, the soldiers were informed that they would meet their relatives at the Depot, but many disregarded the advice by the staff officer for returned soldiers and left the cars on arrival in the city.  Those who completed the journey were taken into the hall and left in through the exit which was brilliantly lighted, the name of each man called as he stepped through the door.  When it was announced that the last man had left the depot there were still around 100 people at the exit waiting friends or relatives and it was not until they had repeatedly been informed that no more soldiers remained in the building that the disappointed crowd slowly dispersed.


The troops were given until half-past nine this morning when they must report at the depot for final examination.


Persons deeming to meet individual soldiers should attend there at that hour.





Argus (Melbourne) Friday May 14, 1926:


MAN STRUCK BY TRAIN


Shortly after he had finished work, Norman McKee, aged about 35 years, of Kilmore, was struck by a goods train near Kilmore yesterday afternoon.  McKee, and several other workmen engaged in repair work had just transferred several trolleys from the “down” to the “up” line.  


McKee, it is thought did not notice the approach of the train which was going to Melbourne, and it struck him before he could jump clear.  He was taken to Broadmeadows in the goods train, and then transferred to an electric train, which brought him to Melbourne.  He was later treated at the Melbourne Hospital for severe concussion and facial abrasions.  After being detained for observation, he was allowed to go home.





Kilmore Free Press Thursday May 20, 1926:





Regret is felt by friends at Kilmore on learning that Mr Norman McKe, who recently took up residence here, met with a serious accident at Somerton on Thursday.  The full particulars have not reached us, but we understand he was knocked over by a passing train and was admitted to Melbourne hospital suffering from scalp wounds and concussion.


					





Portion of Kilmore Public Cemetery, Vic


Photo sourced from photos of Kilmore Cemetery online





Point Lonsdale State School Roll of Honour


Photo sourced from Virtual Anzacs Memorial website





His name is commemorated as a pupil of the Point Lonsdale State School Roll of Honour Board held at the Primary School, Greater Geelong.





Mrs Florence McKee died on 26 June, 1983 aged 81 years and is in the Tarwin Cemetery, Vic. 
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