CORPORAL JAMES NICHOLSON McKEE
3643 – 1st Tunnelling Company / 5th Field Company Engineers / 19th Battalion
James Nicholson McKee stated he was born in Glasgow, Scotland in 1885 the son of George and Maggie McKee.  His father was a stationary engine driver.  He served seven years as an apprentice plumber with Mr Johnson in Glasgow and military experience was gained from five years with the Lanarkshire Royal Engineers until he left for America.  He then came to Sydney, Australia.
He appeared before the Police Court in Glebe, Sydney on 15 December, 1914 charged with unlawfully assaulting Henry Evans.  The following was reported in the:
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The trial took place in April, 1915 and the following was reported in the:


At Victoria Barracks, Sydney (2nd Military District) on 29 February, 1916 the thirty-one-year-old single plumber applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  
His address was 159 William Street, City and was 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall with a chest expansion of 86-94cms (34-37ins).  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms describe him further weighing 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a sallow complexion, good vision in his hazel eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo Raine Larne Full Throttle.  Dental treatment was required.  Religion was Presbyterian.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Maggie McKee of 251 North Woodside Road, Glasgow, Scotland.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken at the Royal Agricultural Showgrounds on 2 March, 1916. 
Basic training commenced with the 17th Battalion on 2 March until March 15 when allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company in the rank of Sapper.  On May 10 were transferred to Rosebery Park, Sydney for further training.

In Queensland the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   On 15 May, 1916 he was promoted to Second Corporal and confirmed the next day.
He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park, Sydney which was reported in the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  
The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation in the:


:

The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.
The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot the following day.  On 25 September was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company who were situated at Bailleul, Belgium working on dugouts at T121 and Hill 63 dugouts.
On 4 January, 1917 was to be Corporal.  Was transferred to the 2nd Aust Division Engineers on 23 April, 1917 and taken on strength with the 5th Field Engineers Company to be borne Supernumerary to Establishment on April 25.

Corporal was dispatched to the Base Depot on 16 June, 1917 and marched in from Havre to Rouelles on June 19.

Discipline was issued for the following before a Field General Court Martial held at Havre on 2 July, 1917:



Crime:

Rouelles 18/6/17 (1) Offering violence to his superior officer (Sec 8 2 a)




(2) Alternative.  Using insubordinate language to his superior (Sec 8 (26)



Pleaded:
(1) not guilty (2) not guilty



Finding:
(1) guilty (2) not guilty  



Sentence:
To be reduced to the ranks



President of Court: Lt-Col W. Pollard – Commander of Prisoners of War Camp



Confirmed by:
Brig-Gen J.S. Nicholson – Base Commandant, Havre 3/7/17



Period awaiting trial 14 days.

He marched out from Havre to 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot, Rouelles on 8 July, 1917.  On 1 August, 1917 was taken on strength with the 19th Battalion from the 5th Field Company Engineers.
Leave was granted and taken from 5 October, 1917.  While on leave was admitted to the 4th Scottish General Hospital’s Infirmary of Illness on 15 October, 1917 with gingivitis (bleeding gums) and approved by A.I.F. Headquarters until transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital on 3 November.  Discharged on 24 November and granted balance of leave and to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny two days later. 
Discipline was issued as follows:


Offence:
Sutton Veny AWL from 3.30 p.m. 26/11/17 till 5 p.m. 8/12/17



Award:

7 days F.P. No.2 [field punishment] by Lt-Col G.H. Knap





In military custody awaiting trial two days


Total forfeiture:
22 day’s pay


Offence:
1/1/18 Neglect to obey A.I.F. Order 7191 (Paragraph 1)



Award:

1 days F.P. No.2 by Lt-Col W.O. Mansbridge 4/1/18


Offence:
AWL 6.30 p.m. 5/4/18 – returned 9 a.m. 10/4/18



Award:

dismissed



Offence:
Sutton Veny 30/5/18 AWL from midnight 29/5/18 until 5.30 a.m. 30/5/18



Award:

Admonished by Major H.H. Aitken 31/5/18
Was admitted to the military hospital at Sutton Veny on 5 January, 1918 suffering gingivitis and classed with debility B1A4 and again returned to hospital on 11 April.   He was declared dentally fit on 1 June,
His next-of-kin was changed to his father Mr McKee of 251 North Woodside Road, Glasgow, Scotland on 25 March, 1918.

Marched in to the Overseas Training Brigade at Longbridge Deverill on 1 June, 1918 from Sutton Veny and proceeded
overseas to France from Folkstone on 26 June, 1918 arriving at the Aust Infantry Base Depot, Havre two days later and re-joined his battalion on July 6.
On 29 July, 1918 was wounded in action receiving a bullet wound to his wrist and taken to the 6th Aust Field Ambulance then to the 47th Casualty Clearing Station.  Was conveyed on Ambulance Train no. 24 on July 30 entering the 2nd Canadian General Hospital at Le Treport the following day.  On 7 August was invalided to England on the hospital ship Essequibo being admitted to the Beaufort War Hospital, Bristol with bullet wound right wrist.  
Transferred on 15 August to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford for seven days with medical notes:

Extensive damage to extreme tendons.  Wound clear and almost healed.  Classed by Board C2 debility. 
He went before the medical board there and his Statement of Case reads;




Disability:
Bullet wound right hand



Date of disability:
29 July, 1918



Place of disability:
France


signed J. McKee


Essential facts:
TxT wound rt wrist.  Wd excised considerable damage to extension





tendons. Sup. Polar artery tied.  Wound clear and healed


Attributable to:
Active Service



Present condition:
Wound almost healed.  Muscle tendon disability C1


Operation performed:
Excision of wound



Recommendation:
Change to Australia



Board finding:

enemy action – bullet wound



Permanent for:

4 months



Degree of disablement: 100



Finding:

Permanently unfit for general service temporarily unfit for home






Service for 4 months  21/4/18

On August 22 was sent to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

At the Register Office, Aston, Birmingham on 8 September, 1918 James Nicholson McKee (33) of 230 Lichfield Road, Aston, bachelor was married by license to Minnie Goodwin (34) spinster and shop assistant of the same address by E. Hastings, Registrar.  She was the daughter of Henry Richard Goodwin (butcher).
She became his next-of-kin with her address given to military authorities as 230 Lichfield Road, Aston, Birmingham, England.
Private McKee embarked from Devonport, England as an invalid to Australia on 6 November, 1918 for a change, due to bullet to right wrist, on board H.T. Marathon.  He was on board when Peace was declared five days later.   Medical notes during the voyage state:

Condition about the same – partial closure of fingers – slight movement at wrist joint.

The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 1 January, 1919 and news of their arrival was reported in the:

The soldiers for New South Wales left by train for Sydney (2nd M.D.) arriving the next day and he was taken to the No. 4 Aust General Hospital at Randwick.  A medical note stated the following on 22 January, 1919.
No. 4 A.G.H. X-Ray – old fracture of Radius lower hand.  This is of some years standing.

22/1/19 seen by Col. MacConnick.  No op.  Treated.  Addressed. 
1/7/19 date made for massage.
No. 4 A.G.H. 20/11/19 G.S.W. Right Hand.  Scar on dorsum (back) of wrist.  Unable to 

completely flex fingers.  Says he cannot extend wrist with fingers closed.  Wishes to transfer to

Melbourne.  Recommended.  

While at No. 4 A.G.H. he wrote the following application:

“I beg to apply for my transfer to 3rd Military District my reason being is that my home is in Victoria.










James Nicholson McKee”
At No. 11 Aust General Hospital, Melbourne on 14 January, 1920 he appeared before the medical board and his Statement of Case reads;

Essential facts:
July, 1918 G.S.W. right forearm T & T extension tendons damaged.




No wrist drop.





6/12/19 Wound healed.  Good union of Fract.  Unable to fully flex





fingers of Right Hand





12/12/19 Operation.  Scar removed from back of forearm, tendons





alright, no apparent cause for limitation of movements.


Cause of debility:
On service


Present condition:
Still unable to flex fingers of Right Hand, can flex them up to 80% of





power.  There is no apparent reason why he should not.


Disability due to:
Service


Was operation performed: Yes, as above


Other disabilities:
No


Recommendation:
Discharge yes


Board findings:
Service


Disability permanent:
No


Improvement:

3 months, should be almost right


Labour capacity:
One-third


Unfit for Service:
permanently unfit


Further treatment:
No further treatment needed


Surgical appliance:
No


Discharge:

Light work or curative work

Confirmed:

15/1/1920

His address was noted on the form as “Aremoli” Holyrood Street, Hampton.  Copies of his medical documents were sent to the Pension Department and Dept of Repatriation on 28 January, 1920.

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 7 March, 1920 as medically unfit.

For serving his country Sapper / Private James Nicholson McKee, 1st Tunnelling Company / 5th Field Company Engineers / 19th Battalion was issued with the British War Medal (44064) and the Victory Medal (43340).

These medals were not collected at the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  A letter from the Medals Section to his last known address in Hampton was forwarded on 1 November, 1923 but was marked “unknown” and as “gone away” by the letter carriers and returned to Base Records on December 7.
An inquiry by the Medals Section to the Department of Repatriation, St Kilda Road, Melbourne revealed on 4 December, 1924 that he had transferred to England in September, 1920.

On 28 July, 1936 the Military Liaison Officer, Australia House, Strand, London W.C.2 wrote to Base Records, Melbourne in regards to Pte 3643 James N. McKee, a resident in this country who had made application for his war service medals.  May those to which he is entitled to be forwarded to their office for transmission to Mr McKee. 

Both medals were forwarded by registered post (5534) on 2 September, 1936 and acknowledgment letter of receipt from the Liaison Officer dated 20 November advised they had been forwarded to this ex-member.  This arrived at Base Records on 29 December, 1936.
There is a death recorded in Birmingham, England of a James N. McKee in October, 1961 aged 77 years.
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Truth (Melbourne) Saturday December 19, 1914:





ALLEGED ASSAULT – MARRIED WOMAN MOLESTED – HER RESCUER BIFFED WITH A BOTTLE


A charge of indecent assault on a married woman was preferred against a young man names James Nicholson McKee in the Glebe (N.S.W.) Police Court last Tuesday.  McKee was also charged with unlawfully assaulting Henry Evans.


Ellen Murphy, a married woman, living with her husband at Forest Lodge, said he was on her way home about 11 p.m. on December 4, when the accused walked up to her and placed his hand on her shoulder.  She said to him, “You brute, what do you mean?”  He made an objectionable remark, stooped down and put his hand under her clothes.  She pulled away and hurried off.  Finally she met two men and begged them





TO PROTECT HER


as McKee had followed and assaulted her.  Later Constable Green came up and arrested McKee.


In cross-examination, witness said she did not nod to McKee, nr cough to attract his attention.  She had had no drink that night.


Henry Evans, a blacksmith said he was walking home with a friend when Mrs Murphy appealed to them for assistance.  He said to McKee, “Haven’t you got a mother and sister of your own.  You ought to be ashamed of yourself.”  “I’ll show you what I’ve got.” Replied McKee and with that he struck witness with his fist and afterwards with a bottle, inflicting a nasty injury.


Edward Glover, who was with Evans at the time corroborated his story.


Constable Green, who arrested accused said McKee was under the influence of drunk, and had a bottle of beer in his pocket.  He did not deny assaulting the woman, but only reply to the charge of indecent assault being:





IS THAT ALL?


Mr King, S.M. said the evidence [word blurred] an assault as well as the indictable offence, and the two charges could not be separated.


Accused was committed for trial on both charges, had been allowed.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday April 17, 1915:


QUARTER SESSIONS


ASSAULT


James Nicholson McKee, aged 28, was convicted of assaulting Henry Charles Evans at Glebe in December.  Evans heard a woman’s cry for assistance and went with a friend in response to it, when he was struck on the back of the head with a bottle from McKee.  Accused was charged with maliciously wounding with intent to do grievous bodily harm, but the jury found him guilty of a second count of common assault, with a recommendation that he [line blurred] first offence on account of his previous good character.  He was [line blurred].  Mr E.E. Ablett appeared for McKee.





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Saturday April 24, 1915:


CRIMINAL


At the Quarter Sessions, before Judge Docker, James Nicholson M’Kee, convicted of maliciously wounding Henry Charles Evans, at Glebe, was sentenced by his Honor to imprisonment, with hard labor, in the State Penitentiary for six months.  If compensation to the extent of £10 be paid to prosecutor his Honor said he would recommend prisoner’s release.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Second Corporal J.N. McKee identified as circled





Town and Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday May 24, 1916:





Age (Melbourne) Wednesday January 1, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – DISEMBARKATION THIS AFTERNOON


The troops whose names appeared in the list “B” published in “The Age” of 11 December, will disembark from the transport Marathon at the new pier, Port Melbourne, at 4 p.m. to-day.  There will be the usual procession through the city to the “finalising” depot in Dodds-street.  Approximately 200 Victorians and 32 Tasmanians will take part in the procession.  The other members of the contingent are nearly all invalided troops.  Drafts of returning soldier for other States will also be landed to-day.  Troops for Queensland and New South Wales will leave for Sydney by special train at 5 p.m. and a party of 67 South Australians will leave for Adelaide at 5.40 p.m.  The Tasmania troops will be sent on to their own State on Friday next.


Relatives and friends are advised to meet the men at the base hospital, as on no account will civilians be allowed to board the cars.  The procession should reach the city at about 4.45 p.m.








