CORPORAL WILLIAM McINTOSH
3473A – 1st Tunnelling Company
William Duncan McIntosh was born in Bundaberg, Queensland on 20 August, 1891the son of Alexander and Catherine (nee McCullough) McIntosh.  He married on 30 October, 1912 to Alice May Roots and their residence was Imbil Road, via Gympie where they remained.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) the twenty-four-year-old married labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad on 18 January, 1916 and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation were completed describing him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-97cms (34½-38ins) and a fair complexion with brown hair and his blue eyes tested to weak sight in the left eye and poorer vision in the right one.  Distinctive marks were a scar on his abdomen and left foot.  Religious faith was Roman Catholic.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Alice May McIntosh of Lagoon Pocket, Mary Valley Line, Queensland and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane on 26 January, 1916 then allotted to the Miners’ Corps on 19 February.  From there was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria on 10 May and placed with the 4th Reinforcements to the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 3473.

The 81 Reinforcements embarked on the transport RMS Orontes on August 16, 1916 from Melbourne, Vic.  The mail ship sailed to Adelaide, S.A. then Fremantle, W.A departing on August 23, 1916. After leaving the stormy Australian coast the vessel docked at the African ports of Durban, Capetown and St Vincent and after fifty-two days at sea of generally fine and mild weather arrived at Plymouth, England on October 2, 1916.  They were detrained to Tidworth and marched in to No. 3 Details Camp.
The reinforcements proceeded to France on 15 October, 1916 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples four days later.  Marched out to join the 1st Tunnelling Company on 21 November and taken on strength two days later.  The company were situated at Poperinghe, Belgium driving shafts and galleries while listening to the enemy mining underground also.

The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 24 December, 1916.

His service number was changed on 10 January, 1917 to be 3473A.

Service continued without incident until he went for treatment of Impetigo at the 1 /1 East Lancashire Field Ambulance on 12 September and discharged to his unit five day later.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

On 19 June, 1918 was promoted to Temporary 2nd Corporal due to Temporary 2nd Corporal Passey being promoted.

He proceeded on leave from France on 31 July, 1918 and re-joined his unit on 16 August.

While on leave was promoted on 3 August to 2nd Corporal due to promotion of 2nd Corporal Passey.  On 26 September was promoted again to be Corporal as Corporal Kearns rose in rank.    
When Peace was declared he was with his unit and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 3 April, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Depot and left from Havre for England on April 10 arriving at the No. 1 Group camp at Deverill a day later.

After demobilisation Corporal McIntosh embarked for Australia on 31 May, 1919 on board the transport H.T. Aeneas.  Base Records advised his wife on 26 June he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 12 July, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in:
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The soldiers for New South Wales and Queensland boarded trains for Sydney (2nd Military District) and their impending arrival was announced in the:
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The final part of the journey was by train from Sydney to Brisbane (1st Military district) with news of their home-coming reported in the:
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      


Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 28 August, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (20745) and the Victory Medal (20204 were issued to Corporal 3473A William McIntosh, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

His occupation was a labourer and residence was at Main Avenue, Windsor, Brisbane in 1919.

By 1925 he was a dairyman at Long Flat, via Gympie until 1943 when listed farming at Imbil.  In 1954 they had retired to Suller Street, Caloundra and he worked as a labourer.

The Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission applied to Base Records for a copy of his service records which were forwarded on 10 December, 1951.

William Duncan McIntosh passed away suddenly on 2 October, 1954 at the age of 63 years.  Family arrangements were published in the:

Interment took place in the Anzac portion 8 of Lutwyche Cemetery within portion 11 in grave no. 69.

Mrs A.M. McIntosh wrote to Base Records from 37 Farm Road, Newmarket, Brisbane on 12 October, 1954 advising that her husband passed away suddenly on 2 October, 1954 without making a Will and was writing to see if the Will he made when enlisting was still available as her brother-in-law said it was on the back of his pay book which the Army kept.  She had enquired at Victoria Barracks Brisbane and they said all papers from the 1st War had been sent to Melbourne.  She would be very pleased if they could give her some information whether she could get it or not.
Base Records in Canberra, ACT replied on 8 November, 1954 and replied in regret there was no record of him executing a Will whilst serving with the Australian Imperial Force, 1914-18.
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The Age Monday July 14, 1919:


TROOPS PER AENEAS LANDED


Though timed to land at Port Melbourne at 2 p.m. on Saturday, troops arriving by the transport Aeneas, to the number of 300, reached the pier a little earlier, and by 2.20 p.m. the first of the men were at Sturt-street undergoing medical examination.  The usual welcome by Brigadier-General Brand, State Commandant, and advice on how to proceed, by Captain E.M. Wright, were tendered to the soldiers on landing, and they were given a hearty welcome in the streets of the metropolis and by relatives and friends at the “finalisations” depot.  The Aeneas carried troops for New South Wales and Queensland, who were sent on special trains to their respective States immediately upon quitting the transport.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday July 12, 1919:


ARRIVING TOMORROW - SOLDIERS BY THE AENEAS


The soldiers by the Aeneas will arrive from Melbourne by three special trains tomorrow morning.  Friends and relatives who have tickets marked Aeneas from the staff officer for invalids will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9 a.m.  The Queenslanders will leave for Brisbane by special train at 10.12a.m.


Motor cars numbered on the Red Cross register from 87 to 192 will be required at the Chalmers-street entrance to the railway station at 9.15 a.m. and will do three or more trips.  Car-owners are asked to watch the evening papers in case of any alteration to the above arrangements.





The Daily Mail Tuesday 15 July, 1919:


HOME AGAIN TROOPS BY THE AENEAS -WELCOME LAST NIGHT


Another batch of Returned Soldiers ex H.T. Aeneas looking in splendid condition returned to Brisbane last night and received the usual hearty welcome by their waiting relatives and friends and the general public.  The A.A.R. Band was also present at the station and rendered the usual acceptable programme of music.


The soldiers comprised of 13 officers, 183 men and one sister were conveyed from the station to Kangaroo Point Hospital by the Voluntary Transport Motor Corps.  Here hearty speeches of welcome were given.





William McIntosh


Photo sourced from Public Member Tree - Ancestry and submitted by Paul McIntosh 20/7/2008





Brisbane Telegraph Monday October 4, 1954:


DEATHS


McINTOSH, William Duncan, Suller Street, Caloundra (K.M. Smith)


FUNERAL NOTICES


McINTOSH, William D. –The Relatives and Friends of William Duncan McIntosh, of Suller St., Caloundra (Late 1st Tunnellers, 1st A.I.F.), beloved Husband of May & Father of Ronnie & Ray, are invited to attend his Funeral, to leave the Funeral Chapel, 95 Wickham St., Valley, To-morrow (Tuesday) at 2 p.m. for Lutwyche Cemetery. —K.M. SMITH.





Courier-Mail (Brisbane) Tuesday October 5, 1954:


FUNERAL NOTICES


McINTOSH, William D. –The Relatives and Friends of William Duncan McIntosh of Suller Street, Caloundra, late (1st Tunnellers, 1st A.I.F.), beloved Husband of May and father of Ronnie and Ray, are invited to attend his Funeral to leave the Funeral Chapel, 95 Wickham Street, Velley, This Tuesday at 2 p.m. for Lutwyche Cemetery.


K.M. SMITH


McINTOSH, William D. –Columba’s Branch H.A.C.B.S. Gympie—Officers and Members of the above Branch are invited to attend the Funeral of their late Brother, William Duncan McIntosh to leave as per family notice.


									By Order of the President.





His Plaque in Lutwyche Cemetery, Brisbane, Qld


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website contributed by Katrina 26/3/18








