SAPPER JOHN McINTOSH
7180 – 1st Tunnelling Company
John (Jack) McIntosh was born on 7 August, 1889 in Beaconsfield, Tasmania the second youngest son of Alexander and Johanna (Annie) (nee Massey) McIntosh.  In 1914 he was a wood carter at Beaconsfield.
At the recruiting depot at Beaconsfield on 29 September, 1916 and passed the medical examination with good physical development and a pulse rate of 76.  Attestation forms describe him as 161cms (5ft 3ins) tall, weighing 66.8kgs (147lbs) with a chest expansion 87-84cms (34-37ins) and a medium complexion with fair eyesight in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Religion was Presbyterian.  Next-of-kin was his father Alexander McIntosh of Beaconsfield, Tas.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken at Claremont camp on 31 October, 1916.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:
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Basic training commenced with the 1st Depot Battalion at Claremont camp (6th Military District) until 6 January, 1917 when allotted to the Miners’ Reinforcements.  A transfer to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria (3rd M.D.) on January 8 where recruits joined the February, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  In preparation for service abroad military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with his mother Mrs Annie McIntosh at 93 George Street, Launceston.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7180.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper McIntosh left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and remainder marched into Nos 1 and 3 camps at Parkhouse for further training for the front.  

Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
absent from early morning parade 30/7/17


Award:

3 days confined to barracks by 2nd Lt E. Goodwin 31/7/17

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 18 August, 1917 from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Marched out on the 5 September to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

On 30 October, 1917 was attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company who were working at Dranoutre, Belgium on dugouts at Westhoek, Leinster Farm and Half Way House.

Sapper was wounded in action on 14 November, 1917 suffering a shell wound to his right thigh and taken to the 3rd Aust Field Ambulance at the Entrenching Battalion then to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station.  Progressed to the 7th Canadian General Hospital at Etaples for further treatment and after four days was transferred to the 6th Convalescent Depot for another two days.
Re-entered the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on November 22 for base details class “A” the re-joined his unit on 29 November, 1917.

Base Records regretfully informed his parents on 26 November, 1917 that it was reported their son was wounded in action.  His address for correspondence was included.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  Leave was granted to the United Kingdom from 27 January, 1918 and re-joined his unit on 12 February. 

Sapper was taken on strength with the company on 27 April, 1918.

He attended the First School of Musketry for the fortnight ending 9 June, 1918 with his scores from the Unit Diary of the 1st Tunnelling Company recorded as:  
His father advised Base Records of his change of address on 24 September, 1918 to 93 George Street, Launceston, Tas.
When Peace was declared he was with his unit and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their areas by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
In an audit of the company he was noted to be still serving on 11 January, 1919.

Orders were received on 6 May, 1919 to return to the Aust Base Depot 2 and left Havre on 15 May crossing to Southampton, England a day later and marched into the No. 1 Group camp at Longbridge, Deverill.

After demobilisation Sapper McIntosh embarked for Australia on 6 July, 1919 from Southampton, England on board H.T. Boorara.  Base Records advised his parents on 30 June that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 26 August, 1918 with news of their arrival published in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Sturt Street Depot the same day and his Statement of Case reads:


Disability:
nil
(Sgd.) J. McIntosh





Dentally fit
Tasmanian soldiers returned to their State on the next available steamer.

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 19 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (7303) and the Victory Medal (7087) were issued to wear to Sapper 7180 John McIntosh, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.  These medals were not collected at the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 29 March, 1924.  A letter was sent to him dated 30 April, 2024 care of the last known address of his parents but the letter was returned unclaimed.  

The 6th Military District, Anglesea Barracks, Hobart forwarded on 9 January, 1920 to Base Records medical documents plus dates of his arrival and discharge.

In 1922 his address was Tullah, Tas with the occupation of labourer.

John (Jack) McIntosh passed away on 31 May, 1932 aged 35 years.  Arrangements were placed in the:


Another funeral notice appeared but he was not buried at Carr Villa Cemetery.



Mercury Wednesday November 1, 1916:


RECRUITING – TASMANIA – ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT


The following are the names of the men (57) who entered the Claremont camp yesterday.


J. Mcintosh, wood carter, Beaconsfield					Article abridged





Squad Sergeant:  Sergeant Batey, T.


Squad No. 3.						First School: MUSKETRY


							Fortnight ending 9-6-18





No.	Rank.		Name				Grouping	Rapid	Vanishing Target	Total


 7180	   Spr		McIntosh J.			       20		     14		20		    54


          Average per man	              21.5	            13.4	     17.9


     Total average  53.1


     Possible           70





Argus Wednesday August 27, 1919


TWO CONTINGENTS WELCOMED


Owing to adverse weather, the troops who returned yesterday by the transports Dunluce Castle and Boorara did not land punctually at the times fixed.  When the vessels reached Port Melbourne, however, the disembarkations were effected without avoidable delay, and arrangements for extraditing the men at the depot were also satisfactory. The soldiers were welcomed by large crowds in the city.





Examiner Wednesday June 1, 1932:


DEATHS


McINTOSH—On the 31st May, 1932 at his parent’s residence “Bon Vista,” 6 Hill-street, Launceston, John, the dearly beloved second youngest son of Mr and Mrs Alex McIntosh, formerly of Beaconsfield.  Aged 35 years.  (Late No. 1 Tunnelling Company, A.I.F.)


FUNERAL NOTICES


McINTOSH—The funeral of the late John McIntosh is appointed to leave his parents’ residence, “Bon Vista,” 6 Hill-street, Launceston, on Thursday, 2nd June, at 1 o’clock, arriving at the Beaconsfield Cemetery about 2.30 p.m. for interment.  Friends are invited to attend—C.T. FINNEY, Funeral Director.





Mercury Thursday June 2, 1932:


FUNERAL NOTICES


McINTOSH—The funeral of the late Mr John McIntosh is appointed to leave his late residence, Hospital Road, Beaconsfield This Day (Thursday) 2 June, at 2.30 p.m. for interment in the Carr Villa Cemetery.  Friends are invited to attend.


C.T. FINNEY


Funeral Directors, Launceston





His grave in the family plot can be located in Beaconsfield Cemetery within row EF in plot 84.




















Family plot Beaconsfield Cemetery, Tas
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