SAPPER PATRICK McHUGH
4871 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Mosman, Sydney, New South Wales was the birthplace of Patrick F.H. McHugh on 27 October, 1894 the son of Henry John and Mary E. (nee Sinnott) McHugh.  As a young man he ventured to North Queensland and was working as a labourer at Innesvale [Innisfail].

He would have presented to the recruiting office to enlist and sent to Brisbane (1st Military District) for full recruitment there.  Attestation forms were completed on his twenty-first birthday and the single labourer applied on 27 October, 1915 at Enoggera Barracks.  Described as 178cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 72.7kgs (160lbs) with a chest measurement of 97cms (38ins) and had a fair complexion with blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father Mr Henry McHugh of Raglan Street, Mosman, Sydney, NSW.  The Oath of Enlistment was signed and taken the same day.

Basic training commenced with the Depot Battalion until 11 February, 1916 and moved to 12th Reinforcements to the 26th Battalion.  On 24 March was allotted to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company.
The recruits forming part of the No. 4 Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 4871 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him.  On May 16 was to be Acting Corporal for the voyage only.

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park, Sydney which was reported in the:
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The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  

The Non-Commissioned Officers were photographed before embarkation and published in the:


The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  He was reduced in ranks on 12 July, 1916 to Sapper while on boar by A.I.F. Headquarters.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot a day later and on 30 September Sapper was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company who were at Bailleul, Belgium and working Trench 121 and dugouts at Hill 63.

Discipline was issued for the following:



Crime:

When on Active Service (1) absent from billet from 8.30 p.m. to 10.10 p.m.





(1hr 40mins) 4/12/16 (2) Not complying with VIII Corps R.O. No. 295





dated 23/8/16



Award:

14 day’s F.P. No. 2  [Field Punishment] 6/12/16

Service continued until 24 March, 1917 when he went sick to the 47th Divisional Rest Station suffering pyrexia (fever) and discharged to his unit three days later.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad. 
He was paid in France on 10 May, 1918.

On 20 May, 1918 was admitted to the 2 /2 London Field Ambulance suffering an old injury and moved to the 12th Stationary Hospital diagnosed with Otitis Media (middle ear infection) remaining until June 8 when discharged to duty and re-joined his unit on 10 June.
Proceeded on leave from 14 September, 1918 and while there the following occurred:



Crime:

AWL period 0630 hrs 30/9/18 to 0630 hrs 11/10/18



Award:

21 days F.P. No. 2 by C.O. 1st Aust Tun. Co. 14/10/18


Total forfeiture:
32 day’s pay

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot where they departed on 24 February for England crossing the Channel and marching into No. 3 Group camp at Parkhouse the next day.  On 20 March were relocated to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery at Heytesbury.

A month later after demobilisation Sapper McHugh embarked for Australia on 20 April, 1919 on board H.T. Boonah.  Base Records advised his father he was returning home on 22 May, 1919.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 11 June, 1919.  News of their impending arrival was reported in the:


The soldiers for Queensland were listed in:
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D) on 26 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
For serving his country Sapper 4871 Patrick McHugh, 1st Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (17071) and the Victory Medal (16675).

On 9 April, 1929 the Acting Secretary of the Cairns Sub-branch of the Returned Sailors & Soldiers Imperial League of Australia requested on his behalf of this member replacement of his lost Discharge and would they forward the necessary form to him care of their office and he would see it was correctly filled out and posted to them.  
The member also stated that he had not yet received his war medals.  If they were available, would they please post them care of their office.  
Base Records replied to the Acting Secretary of the Cairns Branch on 22 April, 1929 enclosing a circular concerning replacement of lost Discharge Certificate.  Also advised that his medals had been forwarded on 19 April, 1929 to their office by registered post.
On 29 June, 1929 Patrick McHugh declared at the Rest Home, Cairns in a Statutory Declaration that his Military Discharge was lost at Tully in a flood in 1927 and no chance of recovering same, as it was destroyed.  Discharged in Sydney, 1919 now residing in Cairns.  A Statement of his Service was prepared on 16 July, 1929 and forwarded care of the RSSLIA, Cairns.

He receipted delivery of his medals in Cairns on 17 May, 1929.

In the Obituaries of his mother in 1930 and his father in 1939 one son was living in Queensland.
In June, 1953 he wrote to Base Records from 99 Awaba Street, Mosman, Sydney advising having lost his discharge some years ago he was applying for some sort of recognition of his service 1915-1918 for which he would be very grateful.  Getting close to 60 years and had intention to apply for the Old Age Pension and gave particulars of his service and the transport he embarked on and hoped for an early reply.
He completed a Statutory Declaration at 99 Awaba Street, Mosman, NSW on 7 July, 1953 that the circumstances the loss occurred was lost in a flood at Tully Nth Q’land with all I possessed in passing on 18/3/1938.  To the best of his knowledge, it was not in the hands of any person.  A Statement of his Service was prepared on 14 July, 1953. 
A Statement of his Service was requested by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission from Base Records and forwarded on 9 November, 1953.

Patrick F.H. McHugh passed away in 1955 aged 61 years in Sydney, NSW.
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Town and Country Journal Wednesday May 24, 1916:





Acting Corporal P. McHugh is identified as circled





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday 10 June, 1919:


DISEMBARKING TOMORROW


The troopship China, which is expected tomorrow morning, is carrying in addition to her own troops, the New South Wales soldiers by the Boonah, who were transhipped at Melbourne.


Relations and friends who have the tickets marked China or Boonah will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9.30 a.m.  The Queenslanders will not disembark.


Cars numbers on the Red Cross Register from 321 to 461are required to be at No. 1 Wharf at Woolloomooloo at 9.30 a.m. 





The Queenslander Saturday June 14, 1919:


H.T. BOONAH


4871 Spr. P. McHugh, 1st Tunn. Co., Enoggera						Article abridged








