SAPPER JOSEPH TASMAN McGUINNESS
6094 – 1st Tunnelling Company

Carnarvon, Tasmania was the birthplace of Joseph Tasman McGuinness on 28 February, 1884 the son of Joseph (died 1897) and Christina Beatrice (nee Harris) McGuinness.  Military experience was gained from six weeks with B Company, Infantry, Launceston.

In 1903 he was working at Brandwood and Co., Launceston with the following reported in the: 
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He married in the Methodist Church, Lucaston on 14 June, 1911 to Lila Woods with their nuptials announced in the:
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In 1914 they are listed living at Baker’s Creek, Ranelagh, Huon working as a labourer with the following reported in the:
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The following property was listed with an Auctioneer and advertised in the: 

At the recruiting depot in Hobart (6th Military District) on 6 September, 1916 the twenty-nine-year-old married labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  

Attestation forms describe him as 180cms (5ft 11½ins) tall, weighing 77.7kgs (172lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-94cms (34-37ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and light brown hair slightly grey.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Lila McGuinness of Ranelagh, Tas.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed at Claremont camp on 13 September, 1916.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:


After basic training was allotted to the Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies on 18 October, 1916.  They transferred to Melbourne, Victoria joining the December, 1916 Reinforcements.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6094.
The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.  The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward on 28 January, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the next day.
Was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion on 8 February, 1916 which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.  

Left for the 1st Tunnelling Company on 14 April and attached five days later.  The company was situated at Poperinghe, Belgium working on the underground mining system at Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59.)

Went to the 30th Divisional Rest Station on 21 September, 1917 suffering dental caries being discharged to duty the following day.

There are no Unit Diaries for September and October, 1917 and the following is an extract from Captain O.H. Woodward’s unpublished book My War Story of the Great War for this period:
ADVANCED ROADS AND DUGOUTS

The first stage of the Menin Road Battle commenced at 5 a.m. on the 20th September and was successful, all objectives being reached. The other three sections of our Company were attached to the attacking Infantry in order to examine and consolidate any Dugouts or “Pill Boxes” captured.  
The term “Pill Box” was given to strongly reinforced concrete structure built on the surface, the enemy favouring this type of structure to the Dugout.  
The majority of Pill Boxes formed Machine Gun emplacements and apart from direct capture by the Infantry they were almost impregnable.  The entrance to these Pill boxes naturally faced the enemy’s lines so one of the tasks of our men was to construct an opening on the opposite side.

On the 6th October, with 2 officers and 130 other ranks I started on the construction of the Forward Road from Westhoek Ridge to Zonnebeke.  We worked continuously on this road from 6th to 10th October inclusive, and from then on, every alternate day.  On the intermediate days we were engaged in bringing forward the necessary supplies to road material.  We completed the Road to its junction with the Potijze-Zonnebeke Road on the 18th October.”

Sapper was wounded in action on 16 October, 1917 from gas and taken to the 3rd Aust Field Ambulance then transferred to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station progressing to the 54th General Hospital.  On October 24 was invalided to England on the hospital ship St Andrew being admitted to the Southwark Military Hospital the next day for further treatment of effects of gas poisoning.  
Base Records regretted to advise his wife on 5 November, 1917 that it was reported her husband had been wounded in action – gassed.  His address for correspondence would have been included.  On November 24 they again advised Mrs McGuinness that her husband had been admitted to the Southward Military Hospital, England.  A later advice to her stated he was now progressing favourably.

On 3 December, 1917 was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford then to furlough on December 10 and reported to the No. 1 Command Depot on December 24.

Did not report as ordered resulting in the following discipline:



Offence:
Sutton Veny AWL from 3 pm 24/12/17 till 5 pm 27/12/17


Award:

6 days confined to camp by Lt. E.A. Hay 28/12/17



Forfeits:
4 day’s pay RW

Remained at the Depot until 27 June, 1918 then transferred to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth.

Sapper McGuinness was invalided to Australia due to varicose veins left leg on 24 August, 1918 on board H.T. Medic.  Base Records advised his wife on 8 September that he was returning home.

His name appeared in the list of soldiers returning and published in the:


The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on October 13, 1918 with announcement of their impending arrival published in the:

The Tasmanian soldiers returned to their State with southern citizens welcomed on 15 October in Hobart (6th M.D. as reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Hobart on 31 October, 1918 as medically unfit.
The British War Medal (6542) and the Victory Medal (6301) were issued to wear to Sapper 6094 Joseph Tasman McGuinness, 1st Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

Electoral Rolls in 1922 state the couple were at Baker’s Creek, Ranelagh with his occupation as a labourer.

His employee absconded and was reported in the:


He was also reported in the Police Gazette for non-compliance with support of his wife, Lila in 1924 as advertised in the:


A divorce was granted on 9 August, 1924 and he married in February, 1925 to Hazel Madge Hawkins.
Police prosecuted for an assault on him which was reported in the:



In 1930 they were living at 155 Newland Street, Waverley with his occupation as a labourer and in 1933 had moved to 18 Bourke Street, Waverley. 

The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 3 May, 1932.

In 1936 he is listed in Electoral Rolls at Lunawanna, Tas working as a labourer.

He petitioned for a divorce from Hazel Madge McGuinness in October, 1939 with proceedings appearing in the: 


A hearing was scheduled in the Coonamble Court House, NSW as advertised in the:

Divorce was granted and announced in the:


He remarried to Margaret Mary Winter in 1940 and they settled at Gulargambone in the Coonamble Shire.
He received prizes in the Gulargambone Show with results published in the:

A transfer of an area of land in the locality from George Michael F. Winter took place in June, 1952 and advertised in the:


Joseph Tasman McGuinness passed away in Coonamble on 5 November, 1960 aged 73 years.  Interment took place in the Presbyterian portion of Gulargambone Cemetery within Section A in grave no. 5.
He has a Commonwealth War Grave.
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Mercury (Hobart) Monday August 31, 1903:


LAUNCESTON, August 30.


The employees of Brandwood and Co. had an eight-mile walk, which was won by J.T. McGuinness, who covered the distance on 1hour 23min.





Huon Times (Franklin) Saturday June 24, 1911:


WEDDINGS BELLS – McGUINNESS—WOODS


On the 14th inst. a pretty wedding took place at the Methodist Church, Lucaston, the uniting parties being Mr J.T. McGuinness of Tasman’s Peninsula, and Miss Lila Woods, second daughter of Mr William Woods, of Baker’s Creek.  The church was tastefully decorated for the occasion, included amongst the adornments being a pretty floral arch at the entrance, which was designed and erected by Mr James Bell, jun.  There was a large attendance of relatives and friends at the church.  The bride, who was dressed and carried a shower bouquet in which orange blossoms predominated, was given away by her father, the chief bridesmaid being Miss Dolly Talbot, while Mr Sidney Woods acted as best man.  The marriage ceremony, which, it is interesting to note, is the first to be held in the church, was conducted by Rev. Mr Mason (Franklin) assisted by Mr Cawley (Raneleigh).  At the conclusion of the service the happy couple and their relatives and friends proceeded to the residence of the bride’s parents, where a sumptuous wedding breakfast was partaken of, and the health of the bride and bridegroom, proposed by Councillor Talbot, was cordially honoured.  Musical items followed, and the proceedings terminated with a dance, which was kept up till a late hour.





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday June 24, 1914:


POLICE COURTS – HOBART


Allan Joseph Tasman McGuinness was fined 5s and 9s 6d costs, for driving without lights on the Huon-road on May 29, the Magistrate remarking that a man who drove without a light on the Houn-road not only risked his own life, but the lives of other travellers on the road.





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday July 5, 1916:


AUCTIONEERS’ NOTICES


MONDAY, July 10, 1918


A.G. WEBSTER AND SONS LTD


Are instructed to offer by Auction, at their Market, Liverpool-street, Hobart, on the above date at noon.


ALL THOSE 123 ACRES 3 ROODS AND 35 PERCHES OF LAND, situated at BAKER’S CREEK NEAR RANELAGH and now in occupation of Mr J.T. McGuinness.


This comprises a valuable little dairy property.


Title—R.P.A.


Reference—Messrs Dobson, Mitchell and Allport, Solicitors, Hobart.





Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Tree submitted by snuggles57 1/2/2012





Examiner (Launceston) Saturday September 16, 1916:


ENTERED CAMP AT CLAREMONT


The following are the names and addresses of the men (18) who entered Claremont camp on Wednesday and Thursday:


J.T. McGuiness, Ranelagh								Article abridged





Daily Telegraph Tuesday October 8, 1918:


RETURNING HOME – TASMANIAN SOLDIERS – LIST “I”


The following have been listed to return to Australia and are actually en route from abroad.


6094 Sapper J.T. McGuinness, 1st Tunnelling Company					Article abridged





Argus (Melbourne) Friday October 11, 1918: 


AUSTRALIAN V.C.’S LAND WITH LIST “I” TO-DAY


ARRIVAL EARLIER THAN EXPECTED


It was announced definitely by the Defence department last night that the Australian V.C. winners accompanying the invalids name in List “I” recently published, would arrive to-morrow or Sunday.  The time of the procession of the returning troops through the city has not been fixed but the disembarkation will begin at 1 o’clock.  The usual arrangements observed in the welcoming of returned soldiers will obtain, but special arrangements have been made for the reception of the V.C.’s.  They will be conveyed at the head of the procession from Port Melbourne and will be entertained in the old council chamber of the Town Hall by the Lord Mayor (Councillor Stapley).  The invalids in List “I” after being formally welcomed at the Town Hall “strong point” will proceed to the Sturt Street Drill Hall.							


Article abridged





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday October 16, 1918:


GREAT SCENES IN HOBART – ENTHUSIASTIC GREETING


A number of invalided soldiers residing in the South arrived at Hobart by the express last evening and were accorded a welcome which for spontaneity and heartiness has never been surpassed.


The invalided men are:


Private J.T. McGuiness, First Tunnelling Company					Article abridged





Police Gazette, Tasmania Friday February 9, 1923:


ABSCONDERS


HUONVILLE—PERCY WHITE, a Ward of the State, absconded from the service of Joseph Tasman McGuinness, Grove, on the 3rd instant.  Description: Age 16 years, height 5 feet 4 inches, medium build, dark complexion; wearing a pepper and salt sport suit and black felt hat.  Parents reside at Gunn-street, Launceston.





Police Gazette, Tasmania Friday May 16, 1924:


PERSONS ENQUIRED FOR


HOBART—JOSEPH TASMAN McGUINNESS.  Enquiry is requested with a view to ascertaining the present whereabouts of the abovenamed, for the purpose of effecting service of process of non-compliance with an order made against him for the support of his wife, Lila McGuinness.  Description: Labourer, age about 40 years, height 5 feet 11 inches, dark complexion, brown hair, small brown eyes, straight nose, discoloured teeth (one missing from front upper jaw), thin build, large varicose vein on left shin, slouching gait.  Is believed to be in the company of a young woman named Madge Hawkins.





Mercury (Hobart) Wednesday February 23, 1927:


POLICE COURT NEWS – ALLEGED ASSAULT


Joseph Cuthbert, a resident of Lunawanna, was charged with having assaulted Joseph McGuinnes on February 5.  He pleaded not guilty, and was defended by Mr R.M. Clark.  Detective-Sergeant Fleming prosecuted.


Joseph Tasman McGuinness said that he was travelling from Hobart to Lunawanna on the s.s. Breone.  He was sitting in the galley about to have a shave when he was struck on the jaw and knocked unconscious.  He found later that his jaw was broken.  He denied that he had previously threatened to assault Cuthbert.  He had had a fight with Cuthbert when the vessel reached the Lunawanna wharf.


Dr V.R. Hatten, surgeon superintendent of the Hobart Public Hospital stated that McGuinness had been admitted to the institution on February 7 with a broken jaw.  The injury could have been caused by a blow from a fist.


		Cont’d





Continues:


Charles Mackay, a deck-hand on the Breone said that he and McGuinness was sitting at the galley table when Cuthbert come from behind him (McGuinness) and struck him on the jaw.  


He then knelt on his chest and commenced to strike McGuinness again.  Witness tried to stop him and received two blows from Cuthbert.


William Farackerley, master of the Breone, said that he saw defendant after the occurrence.  Defendant stated that he had had an argument but premised that there would be no more trouble on the boat.


Defendant stated in evidence that he was in company with his wife and children.  	


A deck-hand informed him that McGuinness had threatened to assault him, and witness went to speak to McGuinness, who was sitting at the galley table.  There was no one else present.  McGuinness got up from his seat and they fought.  He knocked McGuinness down, and then his wife came and induced him to go away.  When he landed at Lunawanna he was struck by McGuinness, and there was another fight.  This time defendant struck him twice on the jaw.


The Police Magistrate said he thought that McGuinness had been assaulted by defendant while shaving and he did not think the story had been concocted.  He imposed a fine of £2, with £3 witnesses’ expenses and costs.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday October 7, 1939:


IN DIVORCE


McGUINNESS V McGUINNESS


Joseph Tasman McGuinness v Hazel Madge McGuinness (formerly (Hawkins).  Marriage, February 1925.  Issue: desertion.  Decree nisi.  Mr Warburton (instructed by Mr Alan E. Barnes) for petitioner.	


Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday November 21, 1939:


COURT HOUSE COONAMBLE


Before Judge Moffitt—At 2 p.m.—Par hearing in the matter of a determination between Joseph Tasman McGuinness and Thomas Whitton and others, trading as Whitton and Sons.





Sydney Morning Herald Saturday June 8, 1940:


IN DIVORCE – DECREES ABSOLUTE


Decree nisi which had been made in the following suits were pronounced absolute and the respective marriages dissolved—Joseph Tasman McGuinness v Hazel Madge McGuinness.			


Article abridged





Gilgandra Weekly Thursday May 19, 1949:


GULARGAMBONE SHOW COMMENTS


DOGS


Kelpie Dog: J.T. McGuinness 1.  Kelpie Bitch: Ron Jones 1, J. McGuinness 2


FATS


Pen 3 Merino Wethers, 4 tooth and under showing uniformly and the highest commercial value: J.T. McGuinness 1


Pen 3 Merino Wethers, 4 tooth and over showing uniformity and the highest commercial value: J.T. McGuinness 1


BORDER LEICESTER


Ewe, 1 year and under: J.T. McGuinness 1						Article abridged





Gilgandra Weekly Thursday June 26, 1952:


Estate George Michael Frederick Winter to Joseph Tasman McGuinness, being portions 78, 79, 80, 81, 82, and 83, parish Gulargambone, county Gowen comprising an area of 20 acres 9 perches.





His Commonwealth War Grave in Gulargambone General Cemetery, NSW


Photos sourced from Dept. of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission








