SAPPER ALEXANDER McDONALD

2394 – Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company

Aberdeen, Scotland was the birthplace of Alexander McDonald on July 11, 1884.  He came to Australia and was working at Carnarvon, Western Australia.

At Blackboy Hill recruiting camp, near Perth, W.A. on February 12, 1916 the twenty-eight year old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad.  Passing the medical examination Attestation forms were completed with his description on enlistment as 175cms (5ft 8¾ins) tall, weighing 64.5kgs (142lbs) with a chest measurement of 80cms (31½ins).  Fair was his complexion with blue eyes and a brown tint in his hair.  Presbyterian was his religious faith.  Distinctive marks were three vaccination points on his right arm and a tattoo on the right forearm.  Next-of-kin was his sister Blanch McDonald of 219 Holborn Street, Aberdeen, Scotland.  Swearing in was two days later on February 14 at Blackboy Hill.

Acknowledgement to the departing volunteers was published in the:


Basic training took place at Area No. 3 of the camp until March 5 when he was placed on Miners’ standby’.  After travelling to Sydney, New South Wales with recruits he was assigned on March 25 to the 2nd Reinforcements, 3rd Company, 1st Mining Battalion.  His rank was Sapper with the Regimental number 2394.

The Reinforcements consisting of 3 Officers and 177 Other Ranks (180 members) embarked from Sydney, NSW on March 31, 1916 on the transport HMAT A16 Star of Victoria.  The ship arrived at Colombo, Ceylon on April 4, 1916 and after refuelling departed the following day.  The vessel docked at the Suez, Egypt on May 3, 1916 where the Reinforcements disembarked after 33 days at sea.  The weather during the voyage was cold and rough.  The Star of Victoria departed the next day for Port Said and spent the day in port May 5, 1916.  From the Suez the men were transported to Alexandria where they were transhipped to the City of Edinburgh leaving on May 5 for the crossing to France.  They arrived at Marseilles on May 17 and Sapper McDonald was in Segregation Camp, Moussot when the following occurred:




Crime:

Breaking camp A.W.L. 23/5/16 to 26/5/16




Award:

7 day’s F.P. No. 2 [Field Punishment]



Total forfeiture:
11 day’s pay by Lt J. Thomson 27/5/16

The Reinforcements were entrained to Etaples marching in on June 1, 1916 to the Base Depot.

Disciplinary action was administered for the following on August 13, 1916:




Crime:

(1) Absent from billet 9 p.m. to 10.30 p.m.






(2) Drunkenness






(3) Using threatening language to superior officer




Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2

On October 7, 1916 Sapper McDonald was taken on supernumerary strength with the Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company.

Miss M.B. Lane, care of Mrs McKenzie, Calar Feidh, Guyra, N.S.W. sent a letter to Base Records on November 28, 1916 inquiring if they would know if Sapper McDonald was alright as she and a friend had sent him letters and not heard from him.  Base Records replied on December 18, 1916 stating that no report had been received and it could be assumed that he was with his unit.  They suggested the postal address enclosed for further correspondence.

While on ten days leave in England the following offence took place:




Offence:
London A.W.L. 15/8/17 to 22/8/17 Being in possession of a






falsified pass




Award:

28 days forfeiture of pay.  23/8/17

He admitted to the 1st Aust Dermatological Hospital at Bulford the same day August 23 for treatment of a social disease and discharged after twelve days to the 10th Convalescent Training Depot on September 4, 1917 at Parkhouse.  He marched in to the No. 3 Command Depot at Hurdcott on October 23, 1917 and classed with B1a4 debility.  While there the following occurred:




Offence:
Wilton 13/11/17 neglecting to obey routine order of 22/6/17






Para bounds found in Avery’s tea room about 11 a.m. on 13/11/17




Award:

2 days C.C. [confined to camp] by Lt Col F. Antoff




Offence:
Hurdcott 4/12/17 A.W.L. from 10 p.m. 4/12/17 till 9 p.m. 5/12/17




Award:

1 days C.C.




Forfeiture:
2 day’s pay under R.W.

His debility was reclassified on December 12, 1917 to A3.  On December 23 he was put on draft for B & F and left for Sutton Veny and the next day, Christmas Eve, departed Southampton for France arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Havre.  On December 30 he was entrained to Hazebrouck returning to his company and duty the next day.  On January 2, 1918 he was paid in the field.

On May 9, 1918 in an audit of the company he was noted to be still attached and again on August 1.

Punishment was issued for the following by the C.O. of the Company on September 14, 1918:




Crime:

W.O.A.S. [while on active service] (1) absent from 2 p.m. 9/9/18






until apprehended by the M.P. [military police] at 7.10 p.m.






(2) producing a pass out of order 9/9/18




Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2

He was with the company when Peace was declared and they remained on the front continuing to generate electricity and supply and service small engines and pumps for water supplies to those rehabilitating their area.

The Furlough Department granted him leave to England from November 30 to December 14, 1918.  He was granted one month’s extension of leave for educational purposes.

After demobilisation he applied to be discharged in England on January 16, 1919 and was granted to that effect.  On March 20 discharge was issued with all money owing paid to him and he signed the Certificate of Final Payment at Bournemouth, England on July 27, 1919.  He was issued with three Blue Chevrons for overseas service which could be worn on his uniform but was not issued with the Silver Badge. He had no wounds recorded and gave no permanent address.

On September 27, 1921 Australia House, London sent an advice that ex-member 2394 Alexander McDonald who had been previously discharged in London was granted a free third-class passage to Australia and accommodation had been reserved for him on S.S. Demosthenes which embarked from London on July 22, 1921.  Advice had been received that the man had left the ship at Cape Town and their agents Messrs George Thomson and Company Limited had notified that he failed to re-embark.

The Department of Repatriation, Melbourne, Vic wrote to Base Records on September 20, 1921 requesting his medical records and a reminder sent on October 14 with the notation ‘urgent medical treatment case’.  A Statement of Service was dispatched on October 12.

For serving his country for two years and 339 days Sapper 2394 Alexander McDonald, Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company was issued with the British War Medal (3396) & the Victory Medal (3386).

The Sydney branch of the Repatriation Department was issued with a Statement of Service on October 21, 1924 from Base Records.

Alexander McDonald wrote from Post Office, Carnarvon, W.A. on March 16, 1939 after losing his Discharge in a fire in his camp and applied for a duplicate copy.  He gave the reason for discharge was to join the Naval Volunteers for service in Russia.  He was a permanent resident at Carnarvon, W.A. and to post it to him there.  Base Records sent their reply requesting a Statutory Declaration be completed for consideration.  He declared on April 21, 1939 that he ‘lost all his clothes, papers including discharge in a camp fire near Geraldton on the 5th of February, 1939.’ 

The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Department requested a Statement of Service from Base Records on January 24, 1948.

He wrote a lettercard to Base Records again on May 12, 1956 from 244 Lancaster Street, Ascot, Brisbane requesting another copy of his discharge as he had recently arrived from the Goondiwindi district after losing all his belongings in the recent floods.  He also mentioned that in his records he never received the Returned Soldier’s Badge and requested enclosure of one with his copy of discharge and would pay any charges.  The letter of reply from Base Records was marked ‘returned to sender.’
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Northern Times (Carnarvon) Saturday February 12, 1916:


THE EMPIRE’S NEED


Mr Gilchrist, M.L.A., has been acting as recruiting officer during the time he was in Carnarvon, and his efforts in this matter were very successful in pointing out the men in which direction their duty lay.  A large number filled in their papers, though a certain proportion of them were turned down on account of physical defects.  The following men went south on the Paroo on Monday with Mr Gilchrist to go into camp:—F.E. Hicks, J.K. Angeli, T. Barnes, R. Morton, F. Nilsson, A. McDonald, E.J. Bond, F. Merry and F. Arnott, Messrs J. Greatorex and H. Campbell also went by the Paroo with the intention of enlisting in Perth, and Mr H.C. Worth, who enlisted here, is proceeding south by the NZ.











