SAPPER DONALD McDIARMID
209 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Prahran, Melbourne, Victoria was the birthplace of Donald Angus McDiarmid in 1869 the son of Malcolm (died 1902) and Margaret (nee Armstrong, died 1903) McDiarmid.
During the Boer War in South Africa in 1901 the single thirty-two-year-old joined for active service abroad with the Mounted Rifles in Sydney.  His rank was Trooper with the regimental number 3005 as part of the Draft allotted to No. 4. Squadron (D).

The 3rd NSW Mounted Rifles were photographed before embarkation and published in the:
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The 3rd NSW Mounted Rifles were the 3rd Regiment of the Mounted Rifles established in Sydney and required single men who were “good shots and good riders.”  Made up of 37 officers and 980 other ranks in five squadrons took with them 1000 horses under Lieutenant Colonel C.W. C.O. When they embarked from Sydney, they were the sixth and final contingent to be sent to the war.  B and D squadrons left Sydney first on the ship Maplemore on 15 March, 1901 and the rest followed on the British Princess six days later.  B and D squads disembarked at Port Elizabeth on 12 April.  The contingent saw service in Eastern Transvaal and Orange Free State attached to Colonel Rimington’s column.  During the first four months of 1902 they took part in several drives under his directions.

When hostilities ceased the Regiment departed Cape Town for Australia on 4 May, 1902 via Albany, Adelaide, Melbourne reaching Sydney on 3 June, 1902.  Trooper McDiarmid would have received the King’s South Africa Medal with clasps for South Africa 1901 and 1902.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military district) on 4 October, 1915 the single forty-three-year-old station hand applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  
Attestation forms describe him at 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 57kgs (126lbs) with a chest expansion of 84-87cms (33-34ins) and a dark complexion with good eyesight in his blue eyes and dark hair.  Distinctive mark was a scar on the inside of his left leg.  His faith was Presbyterian.  Next-of-kin nominated was his brother Alexander McDiarmid of River Street, Prahran and later changed to 22 Park Street, St Kilda, Melbourne, Vic.   The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed the same day.
He was allotted to the Mining Corps on 28 October, 1915 and transferred to their training camp at Casula, near Liverpool, NSW to join other volunteers in training for the Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 209 in No. 1 Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company.’
He went sick to the 6th London Field Ambulance on 29 November, 1916 with dental caries and returned to duty on December, 20.

The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company on 24 December, 1916.

On 9 January, 1917 he was injured accidentally with an injury to his head being treated at the 4th London Field Ambulance then moved to the 17th Casualty Clearing Station and two days later conveyed on Ambulance Train no.18 to the 13th Stationary Hospital in Boulogne for a contusion to his head.

A report from the 13th Stationary Hospital to the Officer Commanding the 1st Tunnelling Company stated:

Admitted to Hospital 11 January, 1917, contused head – injury serious, accidental but in all probability will not interfere with his efficiency as a soldier.

Certificate from O.C. 1 Tun. Coy stated:
That injury occurred in front line while engaged in sinking shaft.  Soldier was on duty at the time of accident and was no way to blame.
On 2 February was sent to the Convalescent Camp but while there took sick and was discharged to the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples on 17 February, 1917.
His brother notified Base Records that his address was now 29 Robe Street, St Kilda, Vic and this was entered on his records on 8 March, 1917.

Sapper was attached for duty on 7 April, 1917 to the 4th Aust Division Salvage Corps until he went before the Medical Board and marked Permanent Base duties and returned to the 1st Tunnelling Company.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Proceeded on leave on 17 February, 1918 and admitted while on leave to the 4th Scottish General Hospital in Glasgow on February 26 suffering from Bronchitis.  On 27 March was transferred to the 1st Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Harefield then discharged to the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth on 28 February.

Sapper returned to Australia for discharge due to chronic bronchitis and arteriosclerosis on 12 May, 1918 on board the transport D9.  Base Records would have notified his brother that he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 5 July, 1918 and he returned to Brisbane soon after.
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 24 July, 1918 as medically unfit.

The British War Medal (12182) and the Victory Medal (12023) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 209 Donald McDiarmid, 1st Tunnelling Company.

From 1919 to 1925 he was listed at Tattersalls Hotel, Charleville working as a shed hand and in 1928 was at Yamburcan, Dirranbandi with the same occupation.

His brother Alexander McDiarmid who was named next-of-kin died in 1928 in Victoria.

On a visit to Melbourne he applied at Base Records Office for a duplicate discharge and Returned Serviceman’s Badge and completed a Statutory Declaration on 3 February, 1931 giving his address as G.P.O., Melbourne and the circumstances under which the said were lost were 
‘both were lost in the vicinity of St George, Queensland, about two and a half years ago.  The loss of the discharge and badge were unavoidable and to my knowledge and belief were not in the hands of any other person.’
 A Statement of Service and the Returned Serviceman’s Badge C2530 plus a receipt (No. D64827) were issued later to him that day over the counter and he receipted delivery.

From 1933 to 1935 his address was Liverpool Road, Bass Hill with the occupation of shed hand and labourer.
The Sydney branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records a copy of his service records which were forwarded on 11 December, 1933.
During 1936 his address became 1002 Liverpool Road, Bankstown with his occupation as labourer.

Donald Angus McDiarmid passed away about 4 March, 1937 aged 68 years.  Interment took place on 5 March in Liverpool Cemetery, NSW.  His name was recorded as McDiarmid with no Christian name entered.   The grave is unmarked.
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