SAPPER JUSTIN McCARTHY
5792 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Charles Justin McCarthy was born in Hotham, Victoria in 1884 the son of Thomas John and Maria Theresa (nee McGlinn) McCarthy.  
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane, Queensland (1st Military District) on 13 April, 1916 the thirty-five-year-old cook applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 176cms (5ft 9ins) tall, weighing 65.4kgs (144lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-93cms (34½-36½ins) with a medium complexion, his grey eyes passing the eye test with good vision in his right eye and fair sight in the left one and his hair was brown.  Distinctive marks were four vaccination scars on his left arm and a scar on the left knee.  Roman Catholic was his religious faith.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Mary Ann McCarthy of Studley Park Road, Kew, Melbourne, Vic.  He took and signed the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
Basic training commenced with the 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks until 31 May then allotted to the Miners’ Depot for further training.  On 11 July was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria joining the November, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 5792.
The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  
Discipline was issued for the following:



Offence:
5/12/16 (1) While under order for active service failing to report to





Rendezvous given (2) W.O.A.S. AWL from 5p.m. 5/12/16 to 3p.m. 6/12/16



Award:

21 days detention by Lt-Col A.J. Bennett O.C. Troops.



Forfeiture:
23 day’s pay

Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  
7 days was remitted from his detention on 22/12/16 by the Officer Troops.
Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 January, 1917 from Folkstone on the transport S.S. Onward arriving at the Aust General Base Depot later that day.  On 6 February was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the field.



Offence:
7/5/17 using threatening and insulting language



Award:

7 days F.P. No.1    8/5/17



Offence:
21/5/17 Being drunk on duty



Award:

14 days F.P. No. 1

Two Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months overseas service.

He went to the 1st Casualty Clearing station on 22 November, 1917 for treatment of dental caries then moved to the 58th Casualty Clearing Station and discharged to duty on 2 December, 1917.



Crime:

Absent from Billet after 10.15p.m. on 27/1/18



Award:

7 days F.P. No.2 by C.O. Coy 28/1/18
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He was photographed in the Mess Hall of the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 30 January, 1918 at Noeux-les-mines.

Proceeded on leave on 1 March, 1918 re-joining his unit on March 19.



Crime:

26/4/18 Drunk using insulting language



Award:

14 days F.P. No. 1 by C.O. 

He appeared before the Field General Court Martial held at Braquemont 27/6/18



Charge:
W.O.A.S. 19/6/18 (1) Disobeying a lawful command given by his





Superior Officer (2) Using insubordinate language to his Superior





Officer



Finding:
Guilty



Sentence:
28 days; F.P. No.1 27/6/18



Confirmed by:
Brig-Gen F. Rowley of 158th Infantry Brigade 28/6/18





(Case first investigated 19/6/18 promulgated 30/6/18





Period under charge from 19/6/18 to 30/6/18 (12days)


Forfeiture:
Concurrent from 27/6/18 to 30/6/18

He went sick to the 34th Field Ambulance on 30 July, 1918 suffering debility moving to the 22nd Casualty Clearing Station and a day later conveyed on Ambulance Train no.22 to 31 July, 1918 arriving at the 42nd Stationary Hospital at Camiers the following day.  Was discharged to the 3rd Employment B. Depot with debility.

On 14 August, 1918 marched out to the 3rd Medical Board at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles and left to re-join his unit on August 22.


Crime:

W.O.A.S. AWL from 9.30 p.m. until apprehended by the M.P. about 10.20





p.m. (50 minutes) 15/8/18



Award:

Forfeits 5 day’s pay by C.O. – A.G.B.D. (Investigated 17/8/18)

He was with his unit when Peace was declared.



Crime:

W.O.A.S. 11/11/18 Drunkenness and resisting arrest



Award:

28 days F.P. No. 1 by C.O. 15/11/18


Total forfeiture:
28 day’s pay


Crime:

W.O.A.S. AWL from 0800 2/1/19



Award:

28 days F.P. No. by C.O. 3rd Tun. Coy 8/2/19


Total forfeiture:
65 day’s pay. 

Orders were received to return to the Aust General Base Depot on 10 February, 1919 and proceeded to England on 9 March arriving at the 1st Training Brigade Convalescent Depot the next day.

Sapper was tried by Civil Powers in a Civil Conviction at West London in the Police Court on 17 March, 1919.



Charge:
Gaming with dice and money at a game called Crown & Anchor 15/3/19

Sentence:
17/3/19 40 shillings or 1 month’s imprisonment.  Fine not paid and committed to Wormwood Scrubs to undergo imprisonment


Period under charge:
15/3/19 to 17/3/19



Forfeiture:
Concurrent for 17/3/19

After demobilisation Sapper McCarthy embarked for Australia on board H.T. Devanha on 8 May, 1919. On 22 May, 1919 was admitted to the ship’s hospital and discharged to duty on 28 May, 1919.  Base Records advised his mother on 6 June that he was returning home.  
Mrs Lillian Parass of Mount Wycheproof Hotel, Wychproof, Vic wrote to Base Records on 14 June, 1919 stating that her brother was returning on 19 June after three years’ service and inquired if she could obtain a pass to Melbourne in time to meet him.  She would travel on the 18th and awaited their reply. 
Base Records replied on 17 June advising that her brother enlisted in Brisbane, he will, unless made other arrangements proceed there to return.  However, on the assumption that approval has been given for disembarkation at Melbourne enclosed application form for a railway pass, together with ticket for admission to Finalizing Depot, Melbourne, to enable her to meet him.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 23 June, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:
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Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 28 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.
A Statement of his Service was forwarded to the Repatriation Commission on 6 October, 1920.  

It appears that he went to Broken Hill, NSW to work where the following occurred.


In 1925 he is working as a labourer at Bonnie Doon, Indi, Vic then in 1931 he is a cook residing at 35 Franklin Street, Melbourne.  
The Melbourne branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and forwarded on 2 September, 1930.

From 1934 he is listed at 161 Franklin Street to 1936.
He married in 1938 to Edith Kathleen Taylor.

Charles Justin McCarthy passed away on 3 November, 1942 aged 58 years in the Caulfield Repatriation Hospital.  Announcement was made in the:


A plaque commemorating his service can be located in the Victorian Garden of Remembrance at Springvale Necropolis on Wall 7 Row B.  It reads:

AIF
5792 Sapper

J.C. McCarthy

3rd Tunnelling Company

3-11-1942
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Members of the 3rd Tunnelling Company in the Mess Room at Noeux-les-Mines – Spr. McCarthy identified as circled


30 January, 1918


Photo sourced from Aust War Memorial – copyright expired – public domain





Age Tuesday June 24, 1919:


RETURNED SOLDIERS – ARRIVAL OF THE DEVANHA


Yesterday the transport Devanha arrived with a compliment of 505 returned men, 23 of the number being Tasmanians, and the remainder Victorians, with the exception of Captain Murray, V.C. of New South Wales.  The public welcome to the men was quite as thorough and as sincere as similar demonstrations previously.  The crowd of people at Port Melbourne especially was particularly large, and greetings were extended to the men along the route to the city.  It was common some time ago to hear wholesale complaints from the soldiers regarding accommodation and treatment on transports.  Grievances now, however, are rare, and the soldiers yesterday spoke well of the voyage out. 





Barrier Miner (Broken Hill) Saturday March 27, 1920:


DEFENDANT REMANDED TO GOAL IN ORDER “TO TAKE A PULL” HEAVY DRINKING ALLEGED


In the Police Court to-day, before Mr M.H. Cleeve, Acting S.M., Charles Justin M’Carthy appeared, charged with having been found drunk in Crystal-lane early this morning.	


Sergeant Manns: This defendant has been on active service.  For months past he has been drinking heavily.  This morning at 2 o’clock a constable found him in Crystal-lane practically in a state of delirium tremors.  He was brought to the Police Station, and he was so bad that we had to place him in a padded cell so as to prevent him injuring himself.  We intended to charge him with being insane, but he has recovered a great deal.  I would like to remand this case for about four or five days.  If he is placed in goal for a few days, it will no doubt straighten him up.	


The Magistrate: How do you feel?  You look very shaky on it.


Defendant: I feel a bit better.


Sergeant Manns: If the defendant keeps on the way he is going he will commit some crime against the law.  The other day he got a little down, held a knife over her, and threatened to cut her throat.  Of course, he does these things in drink and does not remember afterwards.


The Magistrate:  The defendant is remanded until Tuesday.  He wants to “take a pull,” because the way he is going is no good to anyone.


The Defendant: Yes; I’ll have to “take a pull.” 





McCarthy plot at General Cemetery Melbourne


Photo sourced from Find-a-Grave website





Interment took place in the Melbourne General Cemetery in the Roman Catholic Compartment D in grave site No. 204A. 





Argus Wednesday November 4, 1942:


DEATHS


McCARTHY. —On November 3, at Repatriation Hospital, Caulfield, Charles Justin McCarthy, youngest son of the late T.J. and M.A. McCarthy, loving brother of Nellie, Frances, Lillian (Deceased), Dollie (deceased), Grace, Howard (deceased), Ursula and Constance (deceased) aged 58 years, late 3rd Tunn. Co. 1st A.I.F.  –An Anzac.  May his soul rest in peace.








