CAPTAIN JOHN ORSON OLDFIELD McARDELL M.C.
 3rd Tunnelling Company
John (Jack) Orson Oldfield McArdell was born on 21 January, 1878 in Invercargill, Southland, New Zealand the son of John Orson and Christina Isabell (nee Purkiss) McArdell.  In 1886 his father was at Gala Street, Gladstone, Invercargill of the B. & N.Z. M. & A. Co.  His family came to Australia about 1891.  Jack stated he was College educated and had no previous military training and went to the goldfields of Western Australia.  
At seventeen years of age, he is listed as a saloon passenger leaving Perth for the Eastern colonies and reported in the:
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On 3 September, 1897 was a passenger from Victoria to Western Australia and on 18 May, 1899 listed departing from Cossack, W.A. on the ship Saladin.
Was appointed a Justice of the Peace for Mount Margaret, W.A. in 1900 and duty of this position was with the Police Courts sitting in judgement on many cases especially during 1902.  Appointment was reported in the:
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He must have been a prominent citizen to be elected to a committee for the Council as reported in the: 
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In April, 1902 was a passenger listed as J.O. McArdell (28) from Victoria to Western Australia on the ship under Captain H. McDonald.
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He applied for a restricted Liquor License in 1903 from Malcolm which was advertised in the:
He left Broome, W.A. on 11 February, 1911 for Fremantle on the liner Gorgon whose voyage was briefly reported in the:
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He married (date and place unknown) to Annie (Nance) Scott Nickolls who was born on 12 July, 1877 at Uplands near Rhynie, South Australia the daughter of Arthur and Ada (nee Robertson) Nickolls.
He applied to enlist for active service abroad on 29 November, 1915 in Perth (5th Military District).  On one application form he gives his occupation as a farmer and another as a manager.
He applied for a Commission as Second Lieutenant in the A.I.F. on 3 December, 1915 with the Miners’ Corps giving personal particulars as 174cms (5ft 8½ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 80-90cms (31½- 36ins) and both eyes tested to normal vision.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Postal address was Newcarnie, W.A. and next-of-kin nominated was his wife Nance McArdell of 194 Stirling Street, Perth and later changed to 15 Farnley Street, Mount Lawley allotting two-fifths of his pay his support of her.  Recommendation of his application was dated December 4 and Appointment granted on 11 December, 1915 being advertised in the Commonwealth of Australia Gazette issue No. 1 of 1916 and confirmed in issue No.28 on 24 February, 1916.
A Second Application for a Commission was dated 11 February, 1916 at Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales where establishment of the Miners’ Corps had been taking place.  Details of the thirty-eight-year-old mine manager describe him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 58kgs (128lbs) with a chest measurement of 94cms (37ins) and good vision in both eyes.  Appointment for the candidate would be with the No.3 Company of the Corps.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  
The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.
The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.
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In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded while at Blackboy Hill Camp:
“The 3rd Company remained in command of 2nd Lt L.J. Coulter.  The following officers joined as various dates up to the time of embarkation

No 1 Section



Lt A.J. Hillman, 2/Lt W.W. Grainger, 2/Lt J.O.O. McArdell.

During the forced stay in West Australia, changes in the personnel of the various companies were made.

No 1 Section
Lt R.Y. Langdon, 2/Lt McArdell, 2/Lt H.W. Grainger.”
Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.
The After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company recorded the following on his appointment to Lieutenant on 15 June, 1916 as per Part II Military Order 11/626.
“The following 2/Lts were promoted Lieutenants on 24/6/16 on authority A.I.F. Order List No 61:



2/Lt Kennedy, A.L.



2/Lt Seale, H.V.



2/Lt Morris, A.C.



2/Lt McArdell, J.O.”
Lieutenant had been trained as a ‘listener’ through a course at the Listening School lasting about ten days from 15 August, 1916 where they learnt to distinguish between any normal sounds created during mining operations.  The listener would be on duty at any specified post underground for a fixed period, usually a six-hour shift silently listening for sounds of underground mining by the enemy.  
Detailed reports were provided of sounds heard to superiors on return to the surface.  So these sounds could be credited solely to the enemy all company work would cease while intensive listening could be carried out.  Listening posts were many and numbered to gauge from these positions the location of enemy mining activity which was accurately recorded on the Mine Plan.

Further records in the 3rd Tunnelling Company’s After War Report states:
“Lt J.O.O. McArdell was appointed Section Commander of No. 4 Section from 21/9/16.

The Officers’ personnel of the Company from 26/9/16 was as follows:
     Hd Qrs

No. 1 Section

No. 2 Section

No. 3 Section

No. 4 Section
Mjr. Coulter

Lt Langdon

Lt Brown

Lt Morris

Lt McArdell
Capt Sanderson

Lt Grainger

Lt Howie

Lt Wentworth

Lt Bennett

Capt. West

2/Lt Buley

Lt Allen

2/Lt Shaw, C.C.

2/Lt Robertson

Capt. Hillman

2/Lt Russell

2/Lt Gourley

2/Lt Tyler

2/Lt Cavanagh

Capt. Lawson”
The following was noted also:

“On 24-3-17 in St Georges Hall, PERTH, a committee organized a concert to be held in aid of the Trench Comforts Fund for the W.A. Miners and Tunnellers.  Miss Sanderson was the organizer and Mrs. J. Oldfield-McArdell and Mrs Cox were joint secretaries.  The concert was a great success, and the takings added substantially to the Funds. “
During March, 1917 he also was instructed in underground mine rescue using the “Proto-equipment” – a life-saving breathing apparatus worn to rescue or retrieve men from underground when nitrous gases permeate the air in the tunnels.  
Lieutenant was wounded accidentally on 3 May, 1917 suffering a bomb wound to his hands and chest and placed on the Seconded List.
Further information on the incident appeared in the Report from the 3rd Tunnelling Company:

“3/5/17
And on this date Lt J.O.O. McArdell & Lt Campbell were accidentally injured while examining an enemy rifle grenade which had been taken from a ‘booby trap.’

Lt Campbell’s sight was injured & he was evacuated to hospital (3/5/17).

McArdell’s hands were badly smashed.”
On 6 May was admitted to the 7th Stationary Hospital in Boulogne for treatment for a bomb wound to both hands (severe).  The next day was evacuated to England on the hospital ship St Denis entering a day later to the 1st Eastern General Hospital, Cambridge for further treatment of bomb wounds both hands.

Base Records advised his wife on 11 May, 1917 that he had been accidentally wounded and again on May 21 advising where he had been hospitalised in England and further notified on 6 June that he was now progressing favourably.
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His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:

Lieutenant was transferred on 25 June, 1917 to Cobham Hall to recuperate and on 16 July went before the Medical Board and declared fit for general service and be moved to the Overseas Training Depot at Perham Downs after 31 July.  
Was discharged on that date to the Training Depot and proceeded overseas to France from Southampton on 10 August, 1917. 
 Lieutenant resumed duty from Seconded List on August 14 with his Section.
He was photographed with officers of the company in France in mid-1917.


The Unit Diary recorded the following:
“On 20.8.17, Capt. J.O.O. McArdell was appointed acting Section Commander for No 4 Section.”
Snippets of his other duties are also recorded in the War Report/Unit Diary:
“During the month of November 41 cases of comforts arrived from Australia including 4 cases of woollen goods from the W.A. miners comfort funds committee.  The others cases contained, tinned meat, fruit, milk and pickles.   

These were distributed by a committee consisting of:



Captain T.J. Redhead,


[Chaplain]



Captain H.L. Tooth,


[Medical Officer]




Captain J.O.O. McArdell

[No. 4 Section]”
He was to be Temporary Captain which was recorded in the Unit Diary as follows:

“On 1.6.18, Lieut. J.O.O. McArdell was promoted temporary Captain.”
          (Authority D.A.G., A.I.F. No 151/27/57 of 29.5.18)”
Appointment to an Audit Board for the following is also reported”

“On 3/7/18, an audit board to audit, the accounts of the Regimental Funds, Canteen, Cinema, Barber’s Shop and Messes, was detailed consisting of:




Captain A.C. Morris




Captain J.O.O. McArdell




Lieut. K. Byron Moore.”
Promotion to Captain was attained and recorded in the War Report of the Company as:

“On 1/9/18, Capt. J.O.O. McARDELL was promoted Captain.”
Again, was appointed to co-audit duties as reported again:
“On 7/10/18 the following officers were detailed to audit the accounts of the Canteen, Officers Mess and Sgts. Mess for the quarter ending 30/9/18:


Capt. R.Y. Langdon



Capt. J.O.O. McArdell


Lieut. J.B. Shaw MC.”
His report going to the Controller of Mines on the conduct of his men while on duty in Belgium appeared in the After War Report as follows:
“The following report sent in to the C.O. by Capt. J.O.O. McArdell was embodied in a report by the C.O. sent forward to the Controller of Mines, 5th Army:

I have to bring under your notice the excellent and gallant conduct of 4299 Sapper Walter Robert Cook, and 7246 Sapper John Wilson, who, on the evening of 30/10/18 were investigating the town of Rongy in Belgium, for enemy mines and traps.  On that evening the enemy shelled Rongy very heavily.  A number of civilians, and some British Soldiers were severely wounded in the streets.  Everyone, unwounded, rushed to take shelter in the cellars except Sappers Cook and Wilson, who carried under heavy shell fire to places of safety, four wounded Belgians and some wounded soldiers of the 4th Suffolk Regiment.

Then after collecting carrying parties, they assisted in getting the wounded civilians and soldiers to the “A.D.S.” where their wounds were treated.”
He was with his Unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
He was recommended for a Military Cross with the following citation submitted:
“Recommendation for Military Cross – R.E. Units – I Corps Troops

3rd Australian Tunnelling Company 
Captain John Orson Oldfield McArdell

For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty.  Captain McARDELL personally supervised the work of the investigation parties from October 4th to 30th, during the advance of 50th Division from HARNES to RONGY and the SCHELDT.  

His indomitable energy and skill so much activated all his men that after they came into the area not one casualty was caused by enemy mines or traps, although over 1,200 were removed or rendered harmless by his parties, often under heavy shell fire in front of the advancing troops.
(Not recommended for inclusion in the New Year’s Honours Despatch 1919).

Recommended by F. Summers K.M. R.E. G/CE I Corps 7/12/18”
Announcements of Military Crosses awarded to members of the Company appeared in the After War Report:
“By Authority M.S./H/12187 dated 22/12/18, the following have been awarded the Military Cross for gallantry and devotion to duty in the field:




Capt. R.Y. Langdon




Capt. J.O.O. McArdell




Lieut. R.J Cavanagh




Lieut. C.C. Shaw”
The last mention of him in the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company is in the list of Military Awards of the Company as:

  
His departure for return to England was noted in the After War Report:
“On 10-3-19 Captain J.O. McArdell MC, Lieut Robertson and Lieut Grainger MC, with 58 ORs marched out to join Quota 15 at Havre for demobilisation.”
Announcement of his Military Cross appeared in the:

After demobilisation Captain McArdell embarked for Australia as Company Commander on 1 June, 1919 on board H.T. Somali and struck off strength.  Base Records advised his wife on 20 June he was returning home.  His name was listed among those returning and published in the: 

News of their arrival was reported in the:


He returned to his home in Newcarnie and a few weeks later unveiled the local Honor Board which was reported in the: 

His appointment was terminated in Perth (5th Military District) on 7 September, 1919.

Two months later the following was advertised about the sale of his lease in the:

Base Records wrote to him on 6 April, 1920 at 1A Raglan Road, Mt Lawley, W.A. forwarding to him the extract from the Second Supplement No. 31680 to the London Gazette date 19 December, 1919 relating to conspicuous services rendered by himself whilst serving with the Aust Imperial Forces.
AWARDED THE MILITARY CROSS

“With reference to the award conferred as announced in the London Gazette, dated 2nd April, 1919

the following is the statement of service for which the decoration was conferred:

Captain JOHN ORSON OLDFIELD McARDELL, M.C.

“For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty in supervising with work of investigation parties from
4th to 30th October, 1918, during the advance from Harnes to Rongy and the Scheldt.  Although over

1,200 mines or traps were removed or rendered harmless, not one casualty occurred.  He frequently

carried out the work under shell fire in front of advancing troops.”

They also advised that this was promulgated in Commonwealth of Australia Gazette No. 30 dated 25th March, 1920.

To accompany his Military Cross Captain John Orson Oldfield, 3rd Tunnelling Company was also issued with the British War Medal (8178) and the Victory Medal (8142) for serving his country.

His name is in the Register of Tunnelling Officers’ Roll of Honour published in 1925 as McArdell, J.O. Capt. M.C. 3 Coy. “Oldfield”, Balbarrup, W.A.  His name is in the Topographical Index under Western Australia as McArdell, J.O.
From 1925 to 1931 he and his wife were listed residing at Balbarrup, W.A. with his occupation as a farmer.  The Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested from Base Records copies of his service records which were forwarded on 21 December, 1931.

By 1934 he had leased the property with the following reported in the:
He had returned to his occupation of mine manager and in 1937 the following appeared in the:

He returned to the celebrations in Kalgoorlie in 1938 and photographed in the:

News of his daughter’s return to Coolgardie was published in the:

Later that year as manager of the Spargo Reward his mine report was published in the:

Another mine report was published a year later in the:


During World War II he re-enlisted with the Australian Army from Spargoville on 7 May, 1942 giving his wife Nance McArdell as next-of-kin.  His rank was Private with the service number W72709 serving until discharged on 5 June, 1944 from the 8th Volunteer Defence Force.

He is listed in 1949 at Galena via Yuna working as a mine engineer and the following was reported of his appointment in the:

Travel from the mine was reported in the:


He was manager at Blue Spec Mining Company in 1951 resigning due to health problems which were reported in the:

They were retired to 90 Gardner Street, Como with his occupation listed as mine engineer in 1954 to 1958.
Mrs Nance McArdell died on 29 March, 1958 in Perth and her ashes were placed in the Rose Garden 3E position 12 in Karrakatta Cemetery.

Base Records forwarded a copy of his service records to the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission on 14 November, 1960.

Jack had moved to 61 Merriwa Street, Nedlands after his wife’s death in 1958 before moving to Sydney, NSW to be with family where he is listed in 1963 at 172 Midson Road, Parramatta.  In 1968 he is at 10 / 93 Lyons Road, Drummoyne.
John (Jack) Orson Oldfield McArdell passed away in Sydney aged 90 years on 7 October, 1968.  His death was registered at St Leonards.  His ashes were returned to Perth and placed in the Rose Garden 3E in Karrakatta Cemetery at position 12 with his wife.

Two of his brothers also served in WW1:
PRIVATE PHILLIP HARRIS OLDFIELD MCARDELL
4856 – 51st Infantry Battalion
Phillip Harris Oldfield McARDELL was born in 1883 in Invercargill, New Zealand

His parents were John Orson Oldfield McARDELL and Christina Isabel PURKISS who married on 22.9.1875 in Hobart, Tasmania.
Educated at Scotch College, Perth, WA.  Stating he was a farmer by occupation, he enlisted on 30 December 1915 with the 11th Battalion, 15th re-inforcements, the Unit embarking from Fremantle on HMAT Ulysses on 1st April, 1916.
He was Killed in Action on 15th July, 1917 and is buried in Mud Corner Cemetery in Belgium.

He was buried at Mud Corner Cemetery, Wallonie, Belgium, Plot 11, Row B , Grave 5.
Mud Corner was the name given to a road junction on the northern edge of Ploegsteert Wood, very close to the front line in 1917.  Mud Corner Cemetery which sits on the site of Mud Corner was used from 7 June 1917, when the New Zealand Division captured Messines, to December 1917.  All of the burials, save one, are of New Zealand or Australian forces.  The cemetery contains the bodies of 85 World War One soldiers.  This figure includes 53 New Zealander's, 31 Australian's and 1 Englishman. 

Phillip Harris Oldfield McArdell's name is located at panel 153 in the Commemorative Area at the Australian War Memorial.

PRIVATE LIONEL CLARENCE MCARDELL

737 – 28th Infantry Battalion

The 29-year-old single farmer enlisted on 11 March 1915 at Perth, WA and embarked at Fremantle on 9 June 1915 on board HMAT A11 Ascanius as a member of the Machine Gun Section.  The Battalion landed at Gallipoli on 10 September 1915.
He was evacuated from Gallipoli with jaundice on 18 December 1915 and admitted to the 3rd General Hospital at Lemnos and returned to Australia on board Runic on 14 May 1916.  He was discharged from the A.I.F. at Fremantle on 10 July 1916, entitled to wear the 1914 Star, the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
He married Loretto Josephine Hough in 1937 in New South Wales.  They had one child during their marriage. 
Lionel Clarence McArdell died on 12 July 1968 in Queensland at the age of 83 and was interred at Hemmant Cemetery and Crematorium, Brisbane.
Loretto Josephine McArdell died in 1980 at the age of 89 and was also interred at Hemmant Cemetery and Crematorium.
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Daily News (Perth) Tuesday December 31, 1895:


SHIPPING – PORT OF FREMANTLE


DEPARTURE—December 20.  LULLARRA, s 1,725 tons, Capt. F. Dix, for Eastern colonies.  Passengers (saloon) Messrs: J.O. McArdell,								Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday August 25, 1900:


ITEMS OF NEWS


Mr Richard Holmes and Mr J.O. McArdell have been appointed justices of the peace, the former for Perth, and the latter for Mount Margaret magisterial district.





Malcolm Chronicle and Leonora Advertiser Saturday December 14, 1901:


PROPOSED CELEBRATIONS AT MALCOLM – OPENING OF RAILWAY


Mr Hewson moved that, in view of the near approach of the railway opening at Malcolm, that a strong committee of residents be formed to act with the Council.  Mr A. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried.


Cr Lewis moved that the general committee consist of the Mayor, Councillors and Town Clerk together with Messrs J.O. McArdell, [and others not reproduced here] with power to add to their number from other districts.  Mr C. Fraser seconded.  


The motion was carried.									Article abridged





North Coolgardie Herald and Miners Daily News Tuesday August 25, 1903:


APPLICATION FOR A TWO GALLON LICENSE


To the Worshipful the Justices of the Peace acting in and for the district of Mt Margaret, in Western Australia.


I, JOHN OLDFIELD McARDELL now residing at Malcolm in the District of Mt Margaret, do hereby give notice that it is my intention to apply at the next Licensing Meeting to be holden for this district, for a 2-gallon License, in the premises which I now occupy or intend to occupy, situated at Leonora, on Lot No. 146, Gwalia-street.


Given under my hand this 22nd day of August, one thousand nine hundred and three.


									JOHN OLDFIELD McARDELL





West Australian Monday February 20, 1911:


SHIPPING – PORT OF FREMANTLE


At 6.35 p.m. on Saturday the Blue Funnell liner Gorgon reached Fremantle from Singapore via ports.  Captain Townley experienced uneventful fine weather down from Singapore until reaching Geraldton, from which port to Fremantle adverse winds were encountered.  The Gorgon disembarked a large number of passengers and has a hold of general cargo to discharge.





2nd Lt J.O.O. McArdell


Photo sourced from Ancestry Public Member Tree -McArdell submitted by Phillip McArdell 2014





Western Argus (Kalgoorlie) Tuesday May 29, 1917:


AUSTRALIANS IN ACTION – W.A. ROLL OF HONOR – THREE HUNDRED AND SECOND LIST


WOUNDED


Lt J.O.O. McArdell, Perth;								


Article abridged





Punch (Melbourne) Thursday August 2, 1917:


OFFICERS OF 3rd TUNNELLING COMPANY ABROAD


on the Occasion of Review by Major-General Butcher Holland


Bethune, Noeux-les-mines, France 1917





Officers of the 3rd Tunnelling Company – 1917 – Photo sourced from Aust War Memorial – public domain


Front row: 	Lieut. Robinson, Lieut. Jack Cavanagh, Lieut. John Dow, Lieut. Shaw


Middle row:	Capt. Hillman, Lieut. Crawshaw, Capt. Sanderson (2nd O.C.) Lieut. Wentworth, Capt. West (Adjutant), Lieut. Russel, Major Coulter (O.C.), Capt. Langdon, Lieut. M’Ardell, Lieut. Roy Howie


Back row:	Lieut. Buley, Lieut. Campbell, 2nd Lieut. Ashcroft, Lieut. Tyler, Lieut. Grainger, 2nd Lieut. Trebilcock, Lieut. Wallman	





No. 		  Rank		        Name			Award			Correct or Approx.


											Date of Award


		Capt.		R.Y. Langdon			MC			     8/1/19


		Capt.		J.O.O. McArdell		MC			     8/1/19





West Australian Saturday April 5, 1919:


BRAVE AUSTRALASIANS – DECORATIONS AWARDED


London, April, 2.


The following decorations have been awarded:


Military Cross: Australians—E.Y. Langdon and J.O. McArdell (3rd Tunnel Corps)	


Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday June 27, 1919:


RETURNING AUSTRALIANS – THE SOMALI LIST


The following nominal roll of the members of the Australian Imperial Force returning to Australia by the H.T. Somali was received yesterday from military headquarters, Perth.


Capt. J.O.O. McArdell, 3rd Tunnellers;							


Article abridged





Western Argus Tuesday July 15, 1919:


SOMALI TROOPS LANDED – ENTHUSIASTIC RECEPTION


Perth, July 8.


The transport Somali, with over 1300 W.A. troops on board arrived at Fremantle this morning.  This is easily the largest number of home troops that have yet disembarked at a W.A. port, and the coastal residents had resolved to give them a big reception.  On Sunday, however, it was announced that owing to the occurrence of several cases of mild influenza and other infectious diseases, the troops would be definitely quarantined for seven days, some at Fremantle and others at Albany.  As the result of this notification, not only were the reception ceremonies abandoned, but people from the country put off their proposed trip to meet their soldier relatives.


Then, at the last minute, it was decided to cancel the quarantine decision, and allow the men to land straight away.  The news quickly spread, and, despite drizzling rain, several thousand people had gathered on the wharves as the Somali came alongside, shortly before noon, to the accompaniment of great cheering and screeching of whistles.  When the men had all been landed, they formed into column, and marched through the streets, headed by the Blackboy Hill Band.  The streets were thronged with cheering crowds.  The officer commanding was Colonel C.H. Elliott, C.M.G., D.S.O. (Tasmania), who also wears the Legion of Honour, Colonel, H.B. Collet, C.M.G., D.S.O., West Australia, who was the original C.O. of the 28th Battalion, was aboard. 


Contd.





continues


The Minister for Health, Mr Colebatch, referring to the bungle in the arrangements, said:—“The statement of the Director of Quarantine that the State authorities insisted on quarantining the Somali because during the voyage there had been some cases of ordinary colds, sore throats, and mild fever on board, although the senior medical officer was prepared to sign a declaration that there had been no influenza or pneumonia during the voyage, is entirely contrary to the facts.  The State authorities have never suggested quarantining for ordinary colds, sore throats, or mild fever, and have always left it to the Federal authorities to say whether or not a vessel is infected with pneumonic influenza.





Bruce Rock Post and Corrigin Guardian Friday August 1, 1919:


NOTES FROM KONDININ – UNVEILING HONOR ROLL


On Sunday, 20th inst. a good number of residents of the district assembled in the Kondinin Hall to witness the unveiling of the Honor Board by Mr J.O. McArdell.  Messrs J. Crewe and McArdell spoke expressively towards the men whose names appeared on the Board, and appropriate hymns and patriotic songs were sung by the assemblage to the accompaniment of piano and violin by Messrs Neil and de Largie respectively.  After the Ceremony the ladies served afternoon tea.


The school children had their day on Wednesday, 23rd July.  Miss F. Watts (teacher) extended an invitation to the residents of the district to be present in the schoolroom in the afternoon, when Mrs J.O. McArdell read an address to the coming of Peace to the children, and afterward decorated each child with the Peace medal.  Tea was daintily served to the visitors and children by Mrs Crewe and Miss McArdell.





Sunday Times Sunday December 14, 1919:


MORTAGEE’S SALE


TENDERS FOR THE PURCHASE OF THE UNDERMENTIONED LEASES WILL BE RECEIVED BY W. PATERSON, MANAGING TRUSTEE on the date specified:


DECEMBER 22.     513/13


Avon Location, 11085, being John Orson Oldfield McArdell’s (jnr.) Conditional Purchase Lease 29,592/55. Situated 12 miles from Newcarnie, and containing 599 acres, described as having 550 acres first-class salmon, gimlet, morel and good scrub; 450 acres fair scrub land and lade country.  Cleared 320 acres; part cleared, 260 acres; scrubbing 70 acres; ringing 462 acres; dam 860 c.y; fencing, 40 chains—6 wires, 442 chains—3 wires.





Manjimup Mail and Jardee- Pemberton-Northcliffe Press Friday September 28, 1934:


WEDDING – COX-GIBLETT


A wedding more than usual interest took place at St Thomas’s Dingup, on Wednesday, the 19th inst., when Waveney Evelyn, eldest daughter of Mr and Mrs Frank T. Giblett was married to Ronald, second son of Mr and Mrs G.F. Cox, of “Wynscot” Bridgetown.


Many useful and handsome gifts were received by the happy young couple, whose new home will be at Balbarrup, on Mr J.O. McArdell’s property, which the newly-weds have taken on lease. 





Kalgoorlie Miner Wednesday September 29, 1937:


LADY SHENTON GOLD MINES


Mr Arthur Brown has relinquished the management of the company’s miner at Menzies and Mr J.O. McArdell, metallurgist, has been appointed in an acting capacity.











Sunday Times Sunday December 12, 1937:


HOLIDAY IN PERTH


Mr John McArdell, who is manager of Lady Shenton Mine, Menzies and Mrs McArdell arrived in Perth on Monday for several weeks arrived in Perth on Monday for several week’s holiday.  They were accompanied by their daughter, Miss Paddy McArdell, who only recently joined them from Sydney, where she had been studying.





Western Mail Thursday August 11, 1938:


BACK TO THE GOLDEN MILE – KALGOORLIE AND BOULDER CELEBRATE FROM AUGUST 20 TO SEPTEMBER 21.





Daily News (Perth) Friday January 19, 1940:


T’OTHER SIDERS


A young woman who recently returned to this State after three years in Sydney is due in Perth on a visit.  She is Miss Monica (better known as Paddy) McArdell, and with her mother, Mrs John McArdell, of Coolgardie, is coming to Perth to stay with Mrs McArdell’s sister, Mrs W.E. Collins, of Mount Lawley. 


Miss McArdell has been studying art in Sydney, and returned to her home just after Christmas.





Kalgoorlie Miner Friday October 25, 1940:


ORE OCCURRENCES AT SPARGO’S REWARD


Ore occurrences on the 300ft. level of Spargo’s Reward are described by the manager, Mr J.O. McArdell, in a recent report.  On the 300 ft level there is a continuous ore body 300 ft long of an average width of 10 ft and crossing 6.82 dwt., he says.  Values are influenced by small cross leaders carrying high values and enriching the lode material for some distances north and south, values gradually diminishing until the next leader influences the grade.										


Article abridged





Sunday Times Sunday June 29, 1941:


SPARGO’S REWARD MINE – PUT SPARGOVILLE ON THE MAP


During the past eighteen months gold worth £100,000 has come from Spargo’s Reward mine, 29 miles south of Coolgardie, and it is a thousand pities that development has been temporarily retarded by an inflow of water struck in shaft sinking below the 300ft level.


Spargoville where this mine is situated, was recently put on the map in a big way when it originated the appeal for funds to buy a new Hood to replace the famous battleship. The suggestion came from one of its miners, Tom Matheson, who set the ball rolling with a donation of £5 and the mine manager, Mr J.O. McArdell became chairman of the appeal committee.


											Article abridged











Geraldton Guardian Saturday February 19, 1949:


GALENA LEAD MINE – NEW MANAGER APPOINTED – RECENT OPERATIONS


Mr J.O. McArdell has been appointed manager of Galena Lead Mines (N.L.) and will leave Perth for the mine on Wednesday next.  From January 11th to February 8th, the company treated 600 tons of ore for a recovery of 40 tons of lead concentrates, of an average grade of 70 per cent.  Last Friday 150 tons of concentrated were railed to Fremantle for shipment overseas.						            Article abridged





Geraldton Guardian Saturday May 7, 1949:


PEOPLE ON THE MOVE – PASSENGERS BY ROAD


From Geraldton (Saturday)—Messrs: J.O. McArdell					Article abridged





Kalgoorlie Miner Saturday April 7, 1951:


BLUE SPEC MANAGER


Adelaide, April 6—Mr J.O. McArdell, mine superintendent of Blue Spec Mining Co. N.L.  He asked to be relieved of his duties as soon as possible owing to failing health.  Mr W. Britton has been appointed acting superintendent.





The West Australian, Perth - 7 August 1917:


KILLED IN ACTION


McARDELL - Killed in Action, somewhere in France on July 15, 1917, Phillip Harris Oldfield, dearly beloved third son of Mr. & Mrs. J. Oldfield-McArdell, “Duncraig”, Claremont Ave, Claremont, aged 36 years (51st Battalion).





Photos sourced from https://www.nzwargraves.org.nz








