SERGEANT THOMAS MATHIESON
648 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Port Chalmers, Dunedin, Otago, New Zealand was the birthplace of Thomas Mathieson in 1875 the son of Thomas and Sarah Jane (nee Kincaid) Mathieson.  In 1900 he married Calais (Callie) Bowtell and two years later were listed at Springfield working as a miner.  From 1905 to 1908 they were living at Maryville, Egmont with the same occupation.
Mr and Mrs T. Mathieson arrived from Auckland, N.Z. on the steamer Victoria to Melbourne, Victoria on 29 July, 1910 as steerage passengers and went to Wonthaggi where in 1912 were residents at Hagelthorn Street with his occupation as a miner.

The following was reported in the:
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A year later he was the district president of the district’s committee of management as reported in the:
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His application to build a residential hotel in the district went before the authorities with several witnesses giving character references as reported in the:
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About nine months later at the recruiting depot in Wonthaggi the forty-year-old married miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination on 26 October, 1915.  He had previously been rejected for varicose veins.  Attestation forms describe him as 179cms (5ft 10¼ins) tall, weighing 79kgs (174lbs) with a chest expansion of 94-99cms (37-39½ins) and a fresh complexion with grey eyes and black hair.  Distinctive marks were one vaccination scar on his right arm and operation scars on both thighs, calves, and left and right groin.  Presbyterian was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Callie Mathieson of Hagelthorn Street, Wonthaggi and later changed to Roderick Street, Wonthaggi and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children.
He was re-examined two days later in Melbourne (3rd Military District) by Dr Sleeman.  Basic training commenced with the No. 2 Company of the Miners’ Corps from 29 October to 11 December, 1915 then transferred to Casula camp, near Liverpool, New South Wales.  On 8 January, 1916 he was to be Second Corporal and his regimental number 648 in No. 2 Company of the Miners’ Corps.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  
On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.  The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  
The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.
The No. 2 Company was officially transferred to the 2nd Tunnelling Company on 29 December, 1916.

His service continued without injury or illness until 6 February, 1917 when he went sick with bronchitis to the 2nd New Zealand Field Ambulance then sent to the N.Z. Divisional Rest Station until discharged to the Aust General Base Depot on February 16 later recorded as Reinforcement Camp N.Z. Division.
Headquarters queried his Unit on the date of re-joining and they wrote to the NZ. Field Ambulance for details which was recorded as 3 March, 1917.

Was promoted on 1 April, 1917 to Temporary Corporal due to Corporal Eames being evacuated. 

The 2nd Tunnelling Company was chosen to work in a small area of the British held sand dune beyond the Yser and about June, 1917 moved their Unit Headquarters to be stationed at Coxyde Bains on the South Coast of Belgium.

THE AFFAIR AT NIEUPORT BAINS

The dune area on the Belgium Coast beyond the Yser was chosen by the British Army to undermine the German a strongpoint in the Nieuport Bains dune area.  

The Company was camped on the outside of town working in the Nieuport Bains sector on the extreme left of the British line.  The 1st (Imperial) Division held the line from 1st to 18th July, 1917 then was relieved by the 60th Division for the rest of the month.

The 2nd Tunnelling Company carried out the undermentioned work there:


No. 1 Section 1-10 July
Offensive Mining against enemy strongpoints


No. 2 Section


Sinking wells between Coxyde Bains and Oost Dunkerque Bains






Observatory Posts and Station Tunnel dugouts

No. 3 Section


Underground Battalion HQ, subway and quarters

Right Reserve tunnel dugouts

No. 4 Section


Tunnel dugouts at Boyau Michael

Left Reserve tunnel dugouts 

The following is an extract from the Unit Diary of No. 2 Tunnelling Coy:
“10 July, 1917

The extreme left of the British front line was at this time about 600 yards in advance of the River Yser, and consisted of a series of posts in the Dunes, and on the beach.  The Reserve line, Battalion Head Qtrs, and the billets of this unit were on the Western side of the river, and connected to the front line system, by three pontoon bridges.  About 8 am the enemy opened up a heavy bombardment on these bridges and by 2 pm they were destroyed, the result being that all men on the Eastern side of the river were cut off.  These included 2/Lt W.M. MORTENSON and 2/Lt E.P. HARGRAVES, 47 Tunnellers and 47 attached infantry, 1 Battalion Kings Royal Rifles Corps, and 1 Battalion 1st Gloucester Regiment, with technical arms.

Throughout the day the enemy kept up an intense and destructive bombardment on NIEUPORT BAINS.

As nearly as can be estimated, at about 7 pm the enemy attacked and killed or took prisoner all on that side of the river, with the exception of a few Officers and men who swam across.”
Extract from Unit Diary No 2 Tunnelling Coy

Public Record Office, London

Ref: WO 95 / 490

Sapper P. Minogue was also captured and in his Statement on Repatriation as a Prisoner of War imparts further information before being taken prisoner:
“February 20, 1918

We Australian Tunnellers arrived in the Nieuport Sector from the Ypres Sector about June 1917.  We were making saps in the front line and building dugouts behind.  There were three shifts of us employed – about 30 men to a shift.  With others I was captured during the course of the German counter-attack on July 10.

It was about 7 o’clock in the evening when the Germans actually came over.  There was a canal behind us crossed by pontoon-bridges.  It was that part of the canal just near its entrance to the sea.  Before they came over to us the Germans had already shelled and destroyed these pontoon-bridges.  The Germans who took us prisoners came across from in front of us, though I afterwards learned that there were Germans behind us when we were taken.  We were all armed, each carrying rifle and bayonet and 60 rounds of ammunition.  There had been a heavy enemy barrage in front of us.  It lifted, and when we came out of the sap to see what was doing we found ourselves confronted by a body of German soldiers.  They immediately opened on us with hand-grenades, I was not hurt, nor do I know of any of our chaps that were hurt by these first bombs.  I opened fire on the enemy with my rifle; we had no bombs.  The Germans replied with hand-grenades.           

One bomb burst on my thigh, severely shattering it.  I was badly wounded in abdomen, my left ankle stopped a machine gun bullet, I was struck in the left arm by a revolver bullet, though the latter was not a wound of any consequence.  Anyhow my “issue” was a pretty substantial “poultice”.  They had bropped me pretty heavy and I was completely out of action.  The land was an area of sandy hillocks and I crawled into one of the hollows.  I lay there till after-dark — about three hours, when some Germans came along and I was a prisoner.”
On 10 July, 1917 he was to be Temporary Sergeant due to Sergeant Angus found to be missing.  Sergeant Angus sent a postcard dated 26 July confirming that he was a Prisoner of War at Limburg, Germany and again on 27 September a postcard from him stated he had been moved to Lechfeld.  On 10 October, 1917 due to Sergeant Angus now a prisoner of war he was to be Sergeant.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Leave from France was granted and taken from 18 January, 1918 and re-joined his unit on 3 February.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Further leave was taken from 27 November to 6 December and leave to the United Kingdom took place from 12 December and returned to duty on January 3, 1919.

Orders were received on 30 March, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and they departed on 4 April to England arriving at the No. 2 Group camp the following day to await their voyage home.

After demobilisation Sergeant Mathieson embarked for Australia on 31 May, 1919 on board H.T. Aeneas.  Base Records advised his wife on 25 June that he was returning home.  
His name was among those listed as returning and published in the:
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The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 12 July, 1919.  News of their arrival was reported in the:
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BELOVED HUSBAND OF THE LATE CALLIA
SADLY MISSED BY BILL RUTH AND FAMILY




Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 16 September, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  The British War Medal (35225) and the Victory Medal (34970) were issued to Sergeant 648 Thomas Mathieson, 2nd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.

These medals were not collected from the designated barracks and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.  The Medals Section wrote care of the last known address of his next-of-kin at Korumburra, Vic on 19 November, 1923.
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His Will was returned to the 3rd Military District on 16 October, 1919 and on 10 March, 1925 went to the Register General’s Office.

Six months later he applied for the license of the Great Western Hotel in Perth with the following advertised in the:

In 1925 he and his wife were listed as farmers at Pantapin, W.A.  
The following year he again advertised for a Publican’s General License for the Victoria Hotel at Collie in the:

A year later he transferred the Windsor Hotel to Joseph Duffell which was advertised in the:

A year later in 1930 he was to be publican at the Goldfields Weir Hotel, Mundaring with the following advertised in the: 

In 1936 and 1937 he is listed as a prospector at Widgiemoolta, Yilgarn.

His wife Callie Mathieson died on 6 December, 1940 with the announcement and arrangements published in the:


© Donna Baldey 2022
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Footnote: The Affair at Nieuport Bains is covered in more detail on this website under 2nd Tunnelling Company – the Affair at Nieuport.
Ballarat Star Friday November 28, 1912:


WONTHAGGI COAL MINERS – NOMINATION OF OFFICERS


Wonthaggi, Thursday


The nominations for the positions of district officers of the Y.M.C.A. closed last evening.  Mr T. Mathieson was re-elected district president (unopposed) and Mr E. Yardley re-elected (unopposed).	             Article abridged





Age (Melbourne) Saturday March 8, 1913:


WONTHAGGI


A meeting of the committee of management of the Victorian Coal Miners’ Association was held in Wonthaggi on Friday.  There was a full attendance of delegates from the Powlett River, Jumbunna, Outram, and Korumburra lodes; the district president (Mr T. Mathieson) presiding.			            Article abridged





Powlett Express and Victorian State Coalfields Advertiser Friday January 8, 1915:


THOMAS MATHIESON


Mr Brayshay, in opening, said that this site was at the corner of McBride-avenue and Watt-street, the nearest site to the residential area, and adjacent to the Court and public convenience to people who had friends and relatives coming to see them, but whose homes were not sufficiently large to provide accommodation, and at present there were a number of such places in Wonthaggi.  Mr Mathieson would be a popular Boniface, having been president of the A.C.M.A. for several terms.  He had been a worthy citizen, and accredit to the district in his efforts in connection with the smooth-working between the miners and management.  He had purchased the land, and had made arrangements with Mr Alex. Thomson, who held a large amount of this world’s goods, to advance £3000 on mortgage to build and furnish the hotel.


Colin Campbell said that the notices had been received in time.  The application was advertised to the “Powlett Express,” of 27th November.


Thomas Mathieson said he and his wife had previous experience of hotel management.  He had purchased the land, and had arranged with Mr Thomson, who was one of the wealthiest men in the district, to finance him in building.  Half of the travelling public were those who came to visit friends.  Wonthaggi was the registered office of the Australasian Coal Miners’ Association, embracing Victorian and Tasmanian, and delegate meeting room for members of various unions.  Being a unionist himself, he would get support of the unions.  He was well known in Victoria and New South Wales.


To the Bench: At miners’ delegate meetings there would be four or five representatives.  There were about 30 delegates at the engine drivers’ conference.


L. Flanagan, architect, produced the plans which provided for two story, brick building with all conveniences, septic tank, etc; estimated cost £3000.  The building could be finished by 1st November.         


John McLeish, mine manager State Coal Mines, said he had known applicant as president of the A.C. Miners’ Association, and had discussed with him as representing the men’s conditions of work.  


Cont’d





Continues:


He was a reasonable man, but always ready to secure and advantage for the men.  It was partly due to Mr Mathieson that work had gone on so well.  He was able to lessen the friction likely to arise between management and men.            


Mr Cohen, P.M.: It seems a pity to take a good man like that from the mine.


Mr Brayshay: We must all try to help ourselves to rise higher.


Witness, continuing, said that applicant was a capable man, and the site was a good one.  


Mr Sheldon: Don’t you think that the miners would withdraw support when they see Mr Mathieson becoming a “blotted capitalist?” (Laughter.)


In answer to further questions witness said there was a large demand for accommodation.  About four of five, not more than five hotels were desirable.


Alexander Hill, manager of the Co-operative Store, said they did a big business. Mr Mathieson was a member of the committee, and a capable business man.


Thos. Burley, formerly general president A.C.M.A., said that delegates desired a meeting place; the halls available were too large, and they had to meet in a club, though some of the delegates did not care about meeting in clubs of which they were not members.  Applicant had occupied positions on the Government Relief Board, and other important offices.


William Page Ferguson, J.P. as well as previous witnesses, gave applicant an excellent character.


Reference was made to churches in the vicinity, but no objection had been lodged in regard to this matter.





Argus (Melbourne) Monday July 7, 1919:


VICTORIANS ON THE S.S. AENEAS


The following additional Victorian troops are returning to Australia on the s.s. Aeneas, which left England on May 31.


Sgt T. Mathieson									Article abridged





The Age Monday July 14, 1919:


TROOPS PER AENEAS LANDED


Though timed to land at Port Melbourne at 2 p.m. on Saturday, troops arriving by the transport Aeneas, to the number of 300, reached the pier a little earlier, and by 2.20 p.m. the first of the men were at Sturt-street undergoing medical examination.  The usual welcome by Brigadier-General Brand, State Commandant, and advice on how to proceed, by Captain E.M. Wright, were tendered to the soldiers on landing, and they were given a hearty welcome in the streets of the metropolis and by relatives and friends at the “finalisations” depot.  The Aeneas carried troops for New South Wales and Queensland, who were sent on special trains to their respective States immediately upon quitting the transport.





Fremantle Times (WA) Wednesday December 31, 1919:


BRIGHTON HOTEL – COTTESLOE


THOMAS MATHIESON


(Late of 2nd Tunnelling Co.)


Begs to notify the Residents of Cottesloe and surrounding district that he has taken over the above well-known Hotel, and that he will be pleased to welcome old and new Clients.


BEST OF ACCOMMODATION 





He went to Perth, Western Australia becoming licensee of the Brighton Hotel in Cottesloe.  





The following was advertised for many months in the:





Brighton Hotel, Cottesloe c1930


Photo sourced from Finishing Touch Gallery website





Daily News Wednesday June 2, 1920:


THE LICENSING ACT, 1911 (Section 54)


APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER


To the Licensing Court for the Perth District.


I, FRANK REGINALD CHALK being the licensee of the Great Western Hotel situate at the corner of James and William-street, do hereby make application for a transfer of the rights and privileges of the Publican’s General License held by me in respect of the said premises to Thomas Mathieson of Fremantle Hotel-keeper and I, the said Thomas Mathieson do hereby concur in such application and request that the said transfer may be made.  Dated this 2nd day of June 1920.  F.R. CHALK


Signature of proposed Transferor: THOMAS MATHIESON.  J. and R. MAXWELL, Solicitors. Perth.





Great Western Hotel, Perth


Photo sourced from Heritage Perth images





Victoria Hotel, Collie, W.A.


Photo sourced from pubinfo@publocation 





West Australian Friday 9 July, 1926:


LICENSING NOTICES


THE LICENSING ACT 1911 (Section 54)


APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER


To the Licensing Court for the Perth District.


I, JOHN WILKINSON, being the licensee of the Victoria Hotel, Throussel-st, at Collie do hereby make APPLICATION for a TRANSFER of the rights and privileges of the PUBLICAN’S GENERAL LICENSE held by me in respect of the said premises to THOMAS MATHIESON of 1130 Hay-st. West Perth, formerly hotel-keeper; and I, the said Thomas Mathieson do hereby concur in such application and request that the said transfer may be made.  Dated this 7th day of July 1926.  


JOHN WILKINSON Signature of proposed Transferor:


THOMAS MATHIESON Signature of proposed Transferee


J. and R. MAXWELL, Solicitors for proposed Transferee, 33 Barrack-st, Perth





Windsor Hotel, South Perth


Photo sourced from Aust Broadcasting Corp. taken 2018





In 1927 he applied for the Windsor Hotel in South Perth Publican’s General License and advertised in the:





Daily News (Perth) Friday August 5, 1927:





LICENSING NOTICES


THE LICENSING ACT, 1911 (Section 54)


APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER


To the Licensing Court for the Canning District.


I, JOSEPH ADOPHJOUS COLEMAN being the Licensee of the Windsor Hotel at South Perth do Hereby make Application for a TRANSFER of the Rights and Privileges of the Publican’s General License held by me in respect of the said premises to THOMAS MATHIESON of Swan Hotel, North Fremantle and I the said Thomas Mathieson do Hereby Concur in such application and request that the said Transfer may be made.  Dated this 3rd day of August, 1927.  


J.A. COLEMAN Signature of Proposed Transferor.  T. MATHIESON Signature of Proposed Transferee.


LAVAN and WALSH, Samson’s Buildings, Barrack-street, Perth Solicitors for the Applicant. 





Daily News (Perth) Tuesday August 28, 1928:





THE LICENSING ACT 1911


I, THOMAS MATHIESON of the Windsor Hotel, South Perth, Licensed Victualler, being the Licensee of the Windsor Hotel, situated at Mends-street, South Perth, do hereby make application for a TRANSFER of the Rights and Privileges of the Publican’s General License held by me in respect of the said premises to JOSEPH DUFFEL of 100 Forrest-street North Perth, Retired Merchant, and I the said Joseph Duffell, do hereby concur in such application and request that the said Transfer may be made.  Dated this twenty-seventh day of August, 1928.


T. MATHIESON Signature of Proposed Transferor.  JOSEPH DUFFELL Signature of Proposed Transferee


LAVAN and WALSH, Samson’s Buildings, Barrack-street, Perth, Solicitors for the proposed Transferee.





West Australian Saturday July 19, 1930:





LICENSING NOTICES


THE LICENSING ACT, 1922 SECTION 54


APPLICATION FOR TRANSFER


To the Licensing Court for the Swan District.


I, THOMAS MATHIESON, of Mundaring Weir, being the Licensee of the Goldfields Weir Hotel, at Mundaring Weir, do hereby make application for a Transfer of the Rights and Privileges of the Wayside House License held by me in respect of the said premises to HERBERT ROY EVANS, of Hay-st., West Perth, and I, the said Herbert Roy Evans, do hereby concur in such application and request that the said Transfer may be made.  Dated this 17th day of July, 1930.


T. MATHIESON Signature of proposed Transferor


H.T. EVANS Signature of proposed Transferee


LAVAN, WALSH AND SEATON, Perth, Solicitors for the Transferee.





Goldfields Weir Hotel, Mundaring, W.A.


Photo sourced from Mundaring Weir Hotel website





West Australian Monday December 9, 1940:


FUNERAL NOTICES


Mathieson—The Friends of the late Callie Mathieson, late of Collie, dearly loved wife of Thomas Mathieson, loving mother of William, fond mother-in-law of Ruth, and grandmother of Betty and Billy, are respectfully informed that her remains will be interred in the church of England Cemetery, Karrakatta, at 10 o’clock THIS (Monday) MORNING.  The Funeral is appointed to leave the Service chapel of Messrs C.H. Smith and Co., 281 Newcastle-street, Perth, at 9.30 o’clock.  Friends attending the Funeral may proceed by the 9.35 o’clock train leaving Perth.


C.H. SMITH and CO., Undertakers





His Commonwealth War Grave in Karrakatta Cemetery, Perth


Photo supplied by Dept of Veterans’ Affairs and used with permission





Interment took place in the Anglican portion of Karrakatta Cemetery.





The Perth Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested copies of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 6 August, 1947.





In 1949 he was residing at Faversham House, York working as a cook and in 1954 he was retired at Mitchell Street, Canning.





Thomas Mathieson passed away on 16 April, 1957 aged 81 years.  Interment took place in the Anglican portion of Karrakatta Cemetery within section ZO in grave no. 113 with his wife.





His Commonwealth War Grave plaque is also on their grave.





Her headstone in Karrakatta Cemetery


Photo sourced from Billion Graves website











