SAPPER ALBERT MARTIN
1425 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Eastwood, Sydney, New South Wales was stated to be the birthplace of Albert Martin the son of Henry and Sarah Ann (nee Holmes) Martin.  He married aged twenty-three years in the St Alban’s Church of England to Elsie Rose Stephens on 12 November, 1910 and in 1913 were residents at Francis Street, Corrimal.
At the recruiting depot in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 11 January, 1916 the married twenty-seven-year-old coal miner applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 166cms (5ft 5½ins) tall, weighing (118lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-86cms (31-34ins) and a dark complexion with good vision in his brown eyes and dark hair.  Religious faith was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Mrs Elsie Rose Martin of Francis Street, Corrimal, NSW and allotted two-fifths of his pay in support of her.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW later that day.  
Basic training commenced with the Mining Corps.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 1425 and allotted to the 1st Reinforcements.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  
He was assigned to the No. 3 Company of the Corps on 17 April, 1916.

The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916. 
As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:


Crime:

2/7/16 Absent from tattoo



Award:

7 days C.B. [confined to billets] by O.C. 3 Tun Coy.

The No. 3 Company was officially transferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company of 30 September, 1916.
Service continued without incident until 18 August, 1917 when he was wounded in action but remained on duty.

In the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company the following was recorded:
“On 18.8.17 the following were wounded at Hill 70, Loos:

1425 Spr. Martin, A.

1192   “   Turnbull, J.G.

5019   “   Waterhouse, R.G.

5027   “   Jones, T.G.             

1085 Spr. Munster, J.T. was gassed and died on 24.8.17 and 
4496   “   Truman, H.P. was gassed and died on 21.8.17.”   

Base Records advised his wife on 27 August, 1917 that he had been wounded but remained on duty.

Sapper was wounded again on 27 January, 1918 (accidentally) but remained on duty.

The following appeared in the After War Report on the incident:
“On 27/1/18 7319 Spr. Walsh, W. & 1425 Spr. Martin, A. were accidentally wounded, but remained 
on duty.”

His wife was notified by Base Records on 7 February, 1919 of his wounding but remained on duty.

Three Chevrons were issued on 20 February, 1918 to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad.
His wife placed the loss of her brother in the Roll of Honour in the:

On 15 April, 1918 he was again wounded in action for the 2nd occasion by gas and taken to the 8th Canadian Field Ambulance suffering the effects of gas from a gas shell attack and moved to the 23rd Casualty Clearing Station.   
He was conveyed by Ambulance Train no. 27 to the 56th General Hospital remaining until 2 June when discharged to the 3rd Emp. Base Depot arriving the following day to Rouelles.  
Base Records advised his wife again on 5 May, 1918 which was shared in the:


On 10 June left to return to his unit arriving five days later.
He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Orders were received on 6 February, 1919 to report to the Aust General Base Depot on 21 February, 1919 and marched out from there the following day for return to England and arriving a day later marching into the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery at Heytesbury.  On 19 March were moved to the 2nd Training Brigade at Codford to await their voyage home.

After demobilisation Sapper Martin embarked for Australia from Devonport, England on 19 April, 1919 on board H.T. Sardinia.  Base Records advised his wife on 8 May that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 13 June, 1919.  News of their arrival was published in the:

He was welcomed home which was briefly reported in the: 


Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 28 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.  He attended a welcome home social with other returned soldiers of the district which was reported in the:

His Will was returned to the 2nd Military District on 11 September, 1919.

The British War Medal (34141) and the Victory Medal (33707) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 1425 Albert Martin, 3rd Tunnelling Company.

The following was reported on his dwelling in the: 

In 1930 their address was 6 Charles Street, Corrimal where they remained listed.
The Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested for a copy of his service records from Base Records which were forwarded on 27 January, 1949.
Mrs Elsie R. Martin died on 4 December, 1964.

Albert Martin passed away on 4 January, 1965 aged 76 years.  Family notices and arrangements were published in the:


Cremation took place in the Wollongong Crematorium and ashes were placed in a Garden of Memory Plot of Wollongong Memorial Gardens.
REUNIONS
Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:


1934
MARTIN, A.
6 Charles Street, Corrimal    
          1960-68
MARTIN, A.
6 Charles Street, Corrimal
Remarks:  Died Feb 1965
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South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday April 12, 1918:


ROLL OF HONOR


STEPHENS—In loving memory of our dear brother, Private Sidney Ernest, who died of wounds received in action in France, April 4th, 1917.


Inserted by his loving sister, Elsie, and brother-in-law Albert Martin (on active service).	     


Article abridged





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday May 17, 1918:


CORRIMAL


Mrs Martin, of Francis-street, has received official advice to the effect that her husband, Private Albert Martin, has been sent to hospital a sufferer from the effects of gas poisoning in the trenches.





Evening News Friday June 13, 1919:


NO COMPLAINTS – SARDINIA TROOPS SATISFIED – THIS MORNING’S WELCOME


Troops who returned today by the Sardinia were landed this morning at Woolloomooloo Bay, where they were received by the District Commandant (Major-General Lee).  The Red Cross motor cars were waiting to drive the men to the Anzac Buffet where they were received an outstanding welcome.


On her last visit to Sydney the Sardinia was the cause of a major inquiry owing to allegations made by the troops with regard to the food and the general discipline of the ship.                                            Article abridged





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday June 20, 1919:


CORRIMAL


Private Albert Martin was welcomed at Corrimal on Friday night last. 





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday September 5, 1919:


CORRIMAL


One of the most successful welcome home socials yet held at Corrimal eventuated in the School of Arts.  The hall had been very tastefully decorated by the ladies of the committee and presented a most attractive scene.  Mr T.J. McCann, J.P. presided, and the attendance was exceptionally large.  Amongst the guests were: Sapper Albert Martin


The chairman presented each soldier with a handsome gold ring, and congratulated them all on their safe return.  Sergt-Major Hughes and Sapper Comensoli responded on behalf of the boys and thanked the people of Corrimal for their presents and their kindly sentiments.  A musical programme was contributed.  Mr J. Buckley carried out the secretarial duties with every satisfaction and he had the able assistance of hard-working committee of ladies and gents.									           Article abridged





South Coast Times and Wollongong Argus Friday October 5, 1923:


NORTH ILLAWARRA COUNCIL


Buildings: Albert Martin, dwelling, Charles-street Corrimal, £425;			Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday January 5, 1965:


DEATHS


MARTIN, Albert—January 4, 1965, at his residence, 6 Palfreyman Street, Corrimal, husband of the late Elsie Rose Martin, aged 76 years.


FUNERALS


MARTIN—The Relatives and Friends of the late ALBERT MARTIN, of 6 Palfreyman Street. Corrimal, are invited to attend his Funeral; to leave Parsons’ Funeral Parlour, Wollongong, Tomorrow, Wednesday, after service commencing at 11.15 a.m. for the Wollongong Crematorium.


H. PARSON








