SAPPER ALEXANDER LUSK
1266 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Glasgow Scotland was the birthplace of Alexander (Alex) Lusk in 1890 the son of Robert and Jemima (nee Gibb) Lusk.  In 1891 the family were residents at 29 Overnewton Square, Glasgow and were Robert (57) ship carpenter, Jemima (41) and children Robert (21) steam engine turner’s apprentice, Minnie (10), Jemina R. (5) John (3) and Alexander (9mths) with William McGee (step-son) and two lodgers aged (21).
A decade later in 1901 the family were living at 379 St Vincent Street, Glasgow and were Robert (67) ship carpenter, Jemima (50) with Minnie (20), Jemima R. (16) dressmaker, John (13) Alex (11) both scholars and five lodgers.
He had served one year with the Lanarkshire Rifle Volunteers giving him some military experience.

His father died in 1902 and his mother followed in 1903.  

Members of the family came as immigrants to Sydney, Australia embarking from London on the Royal Mail Ship Ortona and were Minnie (26), Rubina (Roberta) (20) (short-hand writer and typist) and Alex (18) (clerk).  The steamer reached Australian waters at Fremantle, Western Australia on 2 July, 1908 and the Lusk family continued on to Sydney with brief news of the voyage appearing in the: 
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In 1913 the trio of siblings were living at 131 St John’s Road, Glebe with Alex working as a clerk and his two sisters Minnie and Roberta were stewardesses.
At the recruiting depot in Sydney (2nd Military District) on 22 October, 1915 the twenty-five-year-old single bookkeeper and motor driver applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Forms of Attestation describe him as 162cms (5ft 3¾ins) tall, weighing 59kgs (130lbs) with a chest measurement of 87cms (34ins) and a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a tattoo spot on his left hand.  Religious faith was Presbyterian.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his sister Miss Minnie Lusk of 6 St Alban’s Flats, Alfred Street, Milson’s Point, NSW.  He was sworn in at Casula camp near Liverpool, NSW on 11 February, 1916.
Basic training was brief from 11 February, 1916 in the rank of Sapper with the regimental number 1266 with the No. 3 Company of the Mining Corps and was appointed to be Motor Transport Driver from February 20 with the 3rd Division Supply Column and attached for duty with the 3rd Tunnelling Company.

At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

Drunkenness 1/8/16



Award:

Fined 5 shillings by O.C. Company



Crime:

Absent without leave from 2000hrs to 2400hrs 11/3/17


Award:

Forfeits 1 day’s pay

Captain Oliver Woodward was with the 1st Tunnelling Company and wrote the following extract in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War on their Transport drivers:
Our Transport Section comprised a very fine lot of men who each night had the unenviable task of taking up the rations.  It was a point of honour with them to get the rations through and on no occasion did they fail.  It is difficult to describe the state of congestion on the roads over which these men had to travel each night, rain or snow, enemy bombardment or not.

His sister Minnie Lusk wrote to Base Records on 26 November, 1917 informing that her address was now “Milton”, 453 Dowling Street, Moore Park, Sydney.
He was issued with three Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad on 20 February, 1918.

On 13 March, 1918 was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company and remaining detached for duty in accordance with A.I.F. Order 956 dated 13/11/17.

He was a recipient of comfort gifts from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and sent a letter of thanks signed by all the recipients which was reprinted in the:
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Base Records received a change of address from Miss Minnie Lusk to Epcombe, Gordon Road, Gore Hill, Crow’s Nest on 1 May, 1918.

Further discipline was administered:


Crime:

In the field 8/7/18 when on active service, contravention of G.R.O. 2053





Viz., driving a lorry at an excessive speed



Award:

To forfeit 5 day’s pay by Major A. Sanderson, O.C. 3rd Tun. Coy 16/7/18

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

The Furlough Department granted leave from France which was taken from 21 December, 1918 and returned on 4 January, 1919 re-joining his unit two days later.
On 5 May, 1919 marched out to return to England as part of Quota 47 leaving the Aust Base Depot 1 on 12 May crossing the English Channel and disembarked at Southampton the next day.  They marched into the No. 5 Group camp at Weymouth to await their voyage home.

Miss Minnie Lusk again advised Base Record of her change of address on 19 May, 1919 to 214 Walker Street, North Sydney.
He was thought to be AWL on 2 June, 1919 until marched in to No. 5 Group, Weymouth on 21 June, 1919 from hospital.
After demobilisation Motor Driver Alex Lusk embarked for Australia on 5 July, 1919 on board H.T. Port Melbourne.  Base Records advised his sister on 6 August, 1919 that he was returning home.  

This news was shared in the:
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 20 August, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:
The soldiers for Sydney (2nd Military District) boarded special trains and arrived the next day.  
News or their arrival was reported in the:

At the Anzac Buffet in the Domain, he appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board on 21 August, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads:


I am not suffering from any disability due to or aggravated by war service, and feel



fit and well.  (Sgd.  A. Lusk)



Discharge recommended.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 13 October, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The Sydney branch of the Returned Sailors and Soldiers’ Imperial League of Australia in Pitt Street, Sydney wrote to Base Records on 31 March, 1920 stating that his soldier returned to Australia per “Port Melbourne” on 28 August, 1919 and would be pleased if they could advise him at an early date, the date of his enlistment, embarkation date and name of transport on which he embarked.  Base Records replied on 7 April, 1920 stating that according to the records enlisted with the A.I.F. on 11/2/1916 for active service abroad per transport “Ulysses” on 20/2/16 from Sydney.
He married early in 1921 at the Presbyterian Church, Neutral Bay to Lilian Rose Shephard with the wedding described in the:

.
The British War Medal (33231) and the Victory Medal (32816) were issued to Motor Transport Driver Alex Lusk, Aust Motor Transport Company / 3rd Tunnelling Company for serving his country.
A son was born stillborn and their daughter Sybil Munro was born on 18 September, 1926. 

From 1930 to 1933 their address was listed as 29 Baringa Road, North Sydney with his occupation of accountant.  In 1934 they were at Cut Rock Road, Lisarow, Gosford and he was a farmer.
He claimed through the Gosford Court for personal expenses due to libellous and anonymous letters sent to him and the hearing was reported in the:


In 1937 he was appointed auditor to the Red Cross and in 1938 was secretary for the Ourimbah Progress Association and a member of the local branch of the RSL.


Family notice was published in the:

Sympathy to the family was publicly extended as reported in the:

He gave of his time during World War II as reported in the:

His residence in 1943 was 384 Mains Street, Gosford with the occupation of accountant and living with his sister Minnie.  
Alexander Lusk passed away on 8 March, 1949 aged 58 years.  Announcements and arrangements were placed in the:

Interment took place in the Presbyterian portion of Northern Suburbs Cemetery (now Macquarie Park) in section C, row 4.  

A small Obituary appeared in the:


His sister Minnie Sybil S. Lusk died on 26 February, 1965 and was buried with her brother at Macquarie Park.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

    1928

A. Lusk

27 Baringa Rd, Nth Bridge
No. 2 Coy
not at 1932 reunion
    1934

Lusk, A.
27 Baringa Rd, Nth Bridge
2ATC
             changed to Ourimba, NSW

© Donna Baldey 2022

www.tunneller.net
Footnote:  
His sister Roberta Lusk married on 27 August, 1914 to Cecil Rihes Ivison.  He also served in World War I.  In September, 1922 she was a stewardess on the R.M.S. Niagra from Sydney to Honolulu and Vancouver.  Nationality Scotch and 32 years old.  
She remarried in 1926 to Edward (Ted) Nissen.  They had a son William Nissen.
Roberta Nissen passed away aged 60 years on 22 June, 1945 and was buried at Macquarie Park.

Miss Minnie Lusk worked consistently as a stewardess on coastal steamer routes around the coastline as far as Fremantle, Western Australia, south to Hobart, Tasmania and to New Zealand from 1908 to 1922.

She died on 26 February, 1965 and was buried at Macquarie Park. 
Sydney Morning Herald Friday March 13, 1908:


PASSENGERS BY THE ORTONA


The R.M.S. Ortona arrived from London at Fremantle at 10 a.m. yesterday after an uneventful voyage.  She encountered strong SE trade winds in the run to Columbo, which delayed her for four hours.  The Ortona left at 4.45 a.m. for the eastern States.





Kalgoorlie Miner Tuesday April 16, 1918:


TUNNELLERS’ COMFORTS – MEN WHO RECEIVED THEM  


Sometime ago gifts were despatched to the front by the No. 1 Tunnelling, Pioneers and Engineers committee, and a list of recipients has now been received by the secretary, Mrs R.M. Jordan as follows—


Alex. Husk, [Lusk]									Article abridged





Sun (Sydney) Saturday August 16, 1919:


Miss Lusk, of Walker-street, North Sydney, has been advised that her brother Driver Alex Lusk, of the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, is returning after three and a half years’ service in France. 





The Argus Thursday August 21, 1919:


TROOPS RETURNING – TWO DISEMBARKATIONS TODAY


About 800 Victorian soldiers from the transports Port Melbourne and Frankfurt.  They were cordially welcomed through the city en route to the A.I.F. Depot where they were met by relatives and friends.





Sydney Morning Herald Friday August 22, 1919:


MORE SOLDIERS COME HOME – THE FRANKFURT AND PORT MELBOURNE


Returned soldiers by the Frankfurt and Port Melbourne were welcomed in Sydney yesterday.  Both lots of men came overland Melbourne accompanied by Queenslanders.  The New South Wales representatives by the Frankfurt numbered 274; by the Port Melbourne 512.





Sunday Times (Sydney) Sunday February 27, 1921:


WEDDINGS – LUSK—SHEPHARD


The marriage of Miss Lilian Rose Shephard, only daughter of Mr and Mrs F.I. Shephard, Berry’s Bay, to Mr Alexander Lusk, late 3rd Tunnelling Co., A.I.F., only son of the late Mr and Mrs Robert Lusk, Glasgow, Scotland, was celebrated at the Presbyterian Church, Neutral Bay.  The Rev. S.B. Evans officiated.  The church was decorated by friends of the bride with palms and white flowers.  The bride wore a simple gown of ivory crepe-de-chine and georgette, the train, which hung from the shoulders, being lined with shell pink.  A plain tulle veil, left by Mrs Tomlin, was held in place by a wreath of orange blossoms and silver.  The bridesmaids were Misses Elsie Lowe (Inverell) and Minnie Lusk, sister of the bridegroom, each wearing frocks of white crepe-de-chine and georgette, and navy picture hats, with cerise streamers and posy.


The best man was Mr Ted Nissen.





Gosford Times and Wyong District Advocate Thursday May 17, 1934:





OURIMBAH LIBEL ACTION – ANONYMOUS LETTERS CITED – PLAINTIFFS AWARDED DAMAGES


At the Gosford Court on Friday Alexander Lusk, a poultry farmer of Ourimbah and Charlotte Morris, wife of the licensee of the Ourinbah Hotel, claimed that Laura May Hough, wife of the Ourimbah Postmaster, had libelled them by means of anonymous letters.  They claimed damages accordingly.


					Cont’d





Continues:


WIFE’S HEALTH TRIP


Alexander Lusk, a poultry farmer of Ourimbah, said the letters had cost him monitory loss in getting his wife back into the state of health she had been prior to his receiving them.  They had cost him altogether between £15 and £20, representing her needs in travelling expenses, hotel expenses, allowance and special foods rendered necessary by the shock to her health.  He had paid Dr Monticone £7 7s for examining the handwriting on the letter, for his evidence.


Also, he said, there were the travelling expenses and he himself had been obliged to make three trips to Sydney at a cost of 30/ each.


Mr Moffat: You showed Mr Hough the letters and tried to form with him some conclusion as to who might be writting them?


Witness: I did.  And both of us were puzzled as to whose writing they might have in.


“WHO WROTE THEM?”


Witness said that later he mentioned certain names as possible writer.  Mr Hough got some envelopes from me evidently to assist me in trying to locate the writers by identifying the writing with some of the envelopes which passed through the post office.  I did not doubt his intentions up to then,” said witness.


Mr Moffatt: Are not you a ladies’ man?  Witness: No, I prefer gentlemen’s company.  Mr Moffatt: Are you serious?


Lusk said he was just as friendly with Mrs Morris after the letters as before.  He did not accept the letters as a warning to keep away from the hotel.  He had nothing to be warned about.  He saw no reason to keep away from the hotel, he drank whisky lager, and rum, and was frequently at the hotel at night.


“But I am a public man,” said Lusk, “and I try to do what I can for the district.”  Mr Moffatt: These letters refer to you leaving your wife at home alone.  Witness: they do.


BUILDING UP DAMAGES


On the question of the damage to reputation allegedly suffered by Lusk, Mr Moffatt said that Lusk had shown the first letter to his wife and although Lusk claimed that it had had a visibly bad effect on her, the fact remained that he had continued to show her the letters even up to the sixth one.  In this way he was building up damages by his own actions, and was not entitled to any consideration.  The claimants could not get anything for slander imputing immorality to a woman…not according to the N.S.W. law.  Lusk only could claim damages to correspond with the effect the letters may have had on Mrs Pryor.


“MAN BEHIND THE GUN”


“The man behind the gun is this poultry farmer, this man Lusk,” declared Mr Moffatt.  “I submit that Mrs Morris has not suffered any damage, and that the petitioners only have one object, viz., to bellied Mr Hough for money.”


The Bench then asked Mr Hickey if he cared to say anything on the question of damages only?


Mr Hickey submitted that in similar cases juries had been allowed – even encouraged to return verdicts expressing their indignation at libellous statements.


The P.M. then returned a decision in the claim of Lusk v. Hough, ordering the defendant to pay £15 with 15/6 costs and 3/ witnesses’ expenses, and in the care of Morris v. Hough, he ordered the defendant to pay £10 with 15/6 costs. 										Article abridged





Daily Telegraph (Sydney) Friday 11 February, 1938:


DEATHS


LUSK. —February 18, 1938, at Armidale, Lilian Rose, beloved wife of Alexander Lusk, and mother of Sybil, daughter of Mrs F.J. Shephard, senr., and sister of Mr F.J. Shephard.  Aged 46 years.  For Funeral see Saturday’s paper.





Mrs Lilian Lusk died at Armidale on 18 February, 1938 aged 46 years.  Interment took place in the Presbyterian section of Northern Suburbs Cemetery in portion 43 in grave no. 49 listed under Luske, and now called Macquarie Park Memorial Gardens.  





Family notice was published in the:








Mrs L. Lusk – Northern Suburbs Presbyterian 


Photo sourced from their website





Gosford Time and Wyong District Advocate Thursday February 17, 1938:





PARS AND PERSONS


Deepest sympathy will be felt for Mr Alex. Lusk, of Ourimbah, in the death of his wife on Wednesday last week.  Both Mr and Mrs Lusk had endeared themselves to a wide circle in the district, and Mr Lusk’s business knowledge was brought to the committee meetings of the District A. and C. Association, until a fortnight ago., when he was compelled to resign on account of his wife’s health. 





Gosford Times and Wyong District Advocate Thursday March 9, 1939:





OURIMBAH NEWS


DEFENCE MEETING POSPONED


Mr Alex. Lusk, convenor of the Defence meeting call at the request of the President of the Erina Shire Council, Cr. A.E. Lillicrapp notifies that owing to the weather, for meeting scheduled for Monday night had to be postponed.  He states that due notice will be given before the meeting is again called.  In the meantime, local residents may obtain particulars of the scheme from him.





Gosford Times and Wyong District Advocate Tuesday December 3, 1940:





VOLUNTEER DEFENCE FORCE – APPEAL FOR RECRUITS


At the Gosford Diggers’ re-union last Friday night an appeal was made for recruits for the local Volunteer Defence Corps.


On the same subject, a stirring appeal for recruits was made by Mr Alex. Lusk.  “We are living in a fool’s paradise,” he said.  “It is time we got into it!  Let us accept our responsibility.  Don’t leave it to the other fellow DO YOU PART NOW!”





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday March 9, 1949:





DEATHS


LUSK, Alexander—March 8, 1949, of Gosford and Ourimbah, dearly beloved father of Sybil, and brother of Minnie, and uncle of William Nissen.  Please see Thursday’s “Herald”.





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday March 10, 1949:





FUNERALS


LUSK—The Funeral of the late ALEXANDER LUSK, of Gosford and Ourimbah, will leave Wood Coffill’s Chapel, Chatswood, This Day, after service commencing at 10.45 a.m., for Presbyterian Cemetery, Northern Suburbs.


R.H. CREIGHTON, Gosford, and WOOD COFFILL LIMITED, Sydney


Funeral Directors.





Gosford Times and Wyong District Advocate Friday March 11, 1949:


MR A. LUSK DIED HERE LAST TUESDAY


Mr Alexander Lusk, 58, of Mann Street, North Gosford, died at his home on Tuesday.  A returned soldier of World War I, the late Mr Lusk was accountant for F.D. Burns Pty Ltd, Ourimbah.


He is survived by a daughter (Sybil) and is the brother of Miss Minnie Lusk and the uncle of Mr William Nissen.  His wife died previously.


A special service was held at Gosford Presbyterian Church on Wednesday night and the remains were buried in the Presbyterian section of the Northern Suburbs Cemetery yesterday.


Mr R.H. Creighton, of Gosford conducted the funeral and services were conducted by the Rev. A. Cleghorn, of Gosford.





Graves of Alex Lusk and his sister Minnie S. Lusk – Macquarie Park 


Photo sourced from their website








