STAFF-SERGEANT LAURENCE WILLIAM LOWE
1073 – 3rd Tunnelling Company
Laurence William Lowe was born on 8 August, 1868 the son of William and Annie (nee Arnall) Lowe in Leasingham Moor, Sleaford, Lincolnshire, England and baptised on 25 October at St Denys’s Church, Sleaford.  In 1871 the family were residents at Highdale Farm, Brighton and consisted of William (56) Ann (48) with Charles H. (8), Laurence W. (2) and Rupert (1mth).  Also there was Emma Samuel (26) cook and Ellen Bigual (14) nursemaid.
The family embarked for Australia in 1879 on the 3847-ton screw-steamship Chimborazo built in 1871 by John Elder & Co., Glasgow for the Orient Line for their freight and passenger shipping arriving in 1880 to Tasmania and settled at Lilydale.  His father died in 1895 and his mother in 1915.
He stated he served an apprenticeship with Robey & Co.; Engineers and his occupation was millwright.  
Later qualified as a mining engineer and worked in the mining districts of Beaconsfield, Avoca and Ringarooma.  Military experience was gained from five and a half years with the A.I.R. 
He wrote a letter to the editor which was published in the:
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A letter to the editor was again published in the:
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His appearance in the Police Court as reported in the:
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In its inception he was the manager of the Long Struggle Gold Mining Company with shareholders published in the:


He married in 1906 in Launceston to Lavinia Ann Drake Howard and they had three children.
News of a malady was reported in the:
His wife Lavinia passed away in 1912.
At the recruiting depot in Branxholm, Tasmania on 24 September, 1915 the widowed engineer applied to enlist for active service and deleted several birthdays to be eligible.  Personal particulars taken show he was forty-four years of age, 168cms (5ft 6ins) tall with a chest measurement of 104cms (41ins).  He had two children.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.

Acknowledgement to the new recruits was published in the:


He wrote from the Guiding Star Tin Mines, Ruby Flat, Branxholm on 1 October, 1915 to Captain Harbottle at Camp of Training, Claremont stating:

Having some difficulty in obtaining a suitable man to succeed me as Battery Manager, will it be possible to obtain leave to report at Claremont on 16th October instead of 9th as arranged?  
Should I have to leave before finding a successor, it would occasion some loss and inconvenience to the Company.










Laurence Wm Lowe

The Returning Officer’s reply was:


Extension of leave granted.
At the recruiting depot in Claremont on 15 October, 1915 Attestation forms were completed and describe him further as a millwright, weighing 78kgs (172lbs) with a dark complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and dark brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a scar on the right little finger and under right leg.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his brother C.H. Lowe of Lilydale, Tas.  He signed and took the Oath of Allegiance the same day.
A send-off was given to the departing volunteers which was reported in the:


Tasmanian military authorities were advised of the formation of a Mining Corps with further details published in the:


Further information on recruiting for the Corps was reported in the:

The recruits were transferred from Claremont camp, Tasmania after 16 December, 1915 to Casula camp near Liverpool, New South Wales.  On 29 December was promoted in rank to Corporal and on 4 February, 1916 rose in rank to Sergeant with No. 3 Company of the Corps.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded.  Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces.  Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.

On 2 August, 1916 went sick to the Rest Station at Merville suffering chronic bronchitis moving two days later to the1st Aust Field Ambulance with chronic catarrh until returned to duty on August 19.

He was in the Mess Hall of the 3rd Tunnelling Company at Noeux-les-mines on 30 January, 1918.

Three Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving two years abroad.  Each blue Service Chevron denoted one year’s service from 1 January 1915.  A red Chevron denoted service before 31 December 1914. 

In an audit of the company, he was recorded to be still serving with his unit on 26 April, 1918.  
He was paid in France on 30 May, 1918.
A promotion to Staff-Sergeant with “D” Section Reliefs to complete establishment occurred on 1 October, 1918.
The following extract was recorded in the After War Report of the 3rd Tunnelling Company:
“In A.I.F. Orders dated 1/10/18, the announcement of the amendments to the War Establishment of Tunnelling Companies is made, by the Authority of D.A.A.G. A.I.F. 70/30 of 26/9/18.


Accordingly, the following promotions were made to complete the establishment:
8. 1073 Sgt Lowe, L.W. to be Staff Sgt “D” Section Reliefs 1.10.18”                          Abridged
He was with his unit when Peace was declared.  The Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.
Leave was granted and proceeded to England on 19 December, 1918 and re-joined his unit on 2 January, 1919.

Orders were received on 27 January, 1919 to return to the Aust Infantry Base Depot arriving on 1 February.

They departed for England two days later arriving at the Overseas Training Brigade the next day but then went to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.

He went to Headquarters London and taken on strength there for Non-Military Employment (NME) being granted special leave with pay and subsistence from 21 February, 1919 to attend Sanderson Tractor Implement Company Ltd in Bedford for experience with gas engines.  On 21 August, 1919 leave concluded and returned to Headquarters in London and retransferred to the 3rd Tunnelling Company marching out to the 5th District Assistant Adjutant-General.

On 6 September, 1919 marched in to the No. 2 Group camp at Sutton Veny.  Staff-Sergeant went on duty with the Pioneers at Sutton Veny on 13 January, 1920 until leaving on furlough on 3 February, 1920 and taken on strength subject to recall.

After demobilisation S-Sgt Lowe embarked for Australia on 12 March, 1920 on board H.T. Ceramic.  Base Records advised his brother on 30 March that he was returning home.  The transport docked on 25 April in Melbourne (3rd Military District).  News of the arrival was reported in the:
Returning to Tasmania he was welcomed home to Lilydale by a social evening which was reported in the:


The 6th Military District at Anglesea Barracks, Hobart wrote to Base Records on 2 July, 1920 advising of his return and date of discharge to be on 7 July, 1920 due to demobilisation.  Military Discharge was issued in Hobart (6th M.D.) on 7 July, 1920 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The British War Medal (3353) and the Victory Medal (3351) were issued for service for his country to Staff-Sergeant 1073 Laurence William Lowe, 3rd Tunnelling Company.  Both medals were collected from the Staff Officer for Invalid and Returned Soldiers, Hobart on 12 August, 1922 and signed for by him.

A farewell to the district was given which was reported in the:


In 1927 the following was reported in the:

His address in 1928 was Fitzgerald, Tasmania with millwright as his occupation.


The Hobart branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records and forwarded them on 14 September, 1936.

He wrote to Base Records on 17 September, 1936 on stationary of the Anzac Memorial Hostel Club, Paterson Street, Launceston, Tas requesting a copy of his discharge as his had been destroyed by bush fire.  His address was Brookstead Tin Mine, Avoca, Tas.  Records replied requiring a Statutory Declaration which he duly completed and declared at Lewis Hill the circumstances the original was lost were bush fires on 9th February, 1934 which destroyed the Mill and huts of the Mt Field Timber Co. at Fitzgerald, Tas and by which I lost all my personal belongings and tools.  Base Records sent him a Statement of Service.
A duplicate certificate of title was re-applied for on 4 December, 1936 and an advertisement similar to above appeared in the newspaper.
From 1938 he was listed residing at Paterson Street, Launceston and still a millwright.

Laurence William Lowe passed away in Launceston on 11 October, 1951 aged 84 years.  

Announcements and Obituary were published in the:
Further tributes were also printed in the:

Ashes were placed in the Soldier’s Archway, Western Wall, Section A in niche no. 36 at Carr Villa Cemetery, Launceston.
His name is recorded on the Lilydale and District Rolls of Honour.                                     


In the Garden of Remembrance at Car Villa Cemetery his name appears on a plaque on Wall 5, Row H
as follows:

AIF

1073 S/Sgt L.W. Lowe

3rd Tunnelling Company 10-11-1951

His son also served during World War II.
His son William Edward Laurence Lowe, born in Launceston, Tas on 18 December, 1910 enlisted in Hobart, Tas on 26 September, 1940 from Fitzgerald, Tas with the R.A.A.F. and nominated as next-of-kin Philliss Lowe as next-of-kin.  Leading Aircraftman 30621 was discharged from 37th (Transport) Squadron on 9 November, 1945.  
© Donna Baldey 2022
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Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Thursday October 18, 1894:    [Text feint and blurred]


THE PULPIT AT FAULT


Sir, --I have been much interested in this discussion, and feel that you deserve great credit for the liberal manner in which your space has been surrendered.  I do not intend to become a confusant, but would crave room to express a few thoughts that have arisen in my own mind on the subject.


Honestly, I consider a great deal of extraneous nonsense has been written on both sides, and while I must admit that there is a great fault in the pulpit, no one can deny there is as much in the pew.  Nor do I see how the abolition of Satan and his hosts, together with hell are it, will tend to make any improvement in the pr? at state of affairs.  If the gentlemen who have reasoned all things Satanic out of existence will follow their reasoning, they will say that they have also abolished the Saviour, and in fact, shattered the whole fabric of our religion and left us without a God.  They affirm that God could [line blurred] cruel as to [blurred] to any of his erring children, but it was [blurred] and fix the penalty for violating those laws, we do not consider it cruel to enforce that penalty upon the offender that wilfully disgrace them.  Way down, should we call Jehovah cruel if He insists upon the penalty being exacted, when we knowingly, and of our own choice, break his Commandments and then aggravate the offence by rejoicing His offers and conditions of pardon.  If there is no punishment for breaking the law we have no cause to trouble about observing it, and consequently the law is mirative because it does not matter whatever our sin or not.  There is no future punishment to bear, and therefore what is the use of a Saviour?


He is not iconical.  They should have gone a step further and said the God could not be cruel enough to create us with the power of doing evil and then argues that all we do must be good, and in that case we could do very well without God at all.  It is really a [blurred] device on the part of them who cannot trust the efficiency of our Lord’s redemption, and yet in one’s own mind have a lurking fear [blurred] there may be a [blurred] and that they may get in to persuade the [blurred] that there is [blurred] and they appear to think that if they can only [blurred] to think with them they will succeed in abolishing it.  I honestly admire Mr J.G. Price’s letter in your Saturday’s issue, and he is in my opinion has got the right end of the stick.  I am in [blurred] with many of his views on other matters but I think he has written the most [blurred] letter of the whole [blurred] in that he narrows it down to a personal application.  Let each individual man or woman honestly act up to their knowledge and ability and be true so their nobliest and best [blurred] and we shall not have cause to find fault with the pulpit, the pew, or our neighbours.  [Blurred] dishonesty to ourselves is the greatest [blurred] of the world and the cause primarily, of all [line blurred]


									LAURENCE WM LOWE


									Lefroy, October 16, 1894. 





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Wednesday October 31, 1894:


THE WEST VOLUNTEER MINE


Sir, Mr Digney, in explanation, accuses me of wilfully misrepresenting and misleading your followers in my report which appeared on 11th inst.  I deny having done so with any wilful or malicious intention.  What I reported was practically the sum of general public opinion here, and it was as much with a view to give Mr Digney an opportunity of explanation as to publish freely accepted opinions that I wrote as I did.  In one particular, I admit, I was misinformed or rather misunderstood my informant.  I stated that the level was understood to be under water for several days, and I go by the sworn declaration of the employers it was only a trifle over two days, from 10 p.m. on Saturday until 1 a.m. of Tuesday; my informant told me 1 o’clock on Tuesday, and thus it was that I could not understand how the specimens could be sent on Tuesday, as the coach leaves here about 10 a.m.  The water being out by 1 a.m. fully explains that.


Mr Digney must admit that the fact of persistent rumors to the effect that gold had been struck being in active circulation some days previous to the discovery being published, and the remarkable rise in the value of shares between Saturday and Monday, coupled with his admitted refusal to give information for the press, together with some other incidents formed a chain of circumstance so unfortunate that in the absence of any official explanation, the assumption that some collusion existed between those interested was warranted, and I contend that some such explanation as that tendered is your Friday’s issue by Mr Digney was, in the best interviews of himself and the management generally, absolutely necessary.


In a personal interest with Mr Digney he complained that I misled have waited till he had explained his position, but I considered such rumors as were in circulation required instant refutation. And in giving him the opportunity of so doing in a good turn, and no one is more pleased than myself to see Mr Digney re-instated in the confidence of the shareholders and the public generally.


Although Mr Digney is aware of my name and address, I will give it him through the Press, that he may not accuse me of stabbing in the dark. —Yours etc.


								Laurence William Lowe,


									October 26.





Tasmanian News Monday February 8, 1897:


THE POLICE COURT


At the Police Court this morning Laurence William Lowe pleaded guilty to passing a valueless cheque for £3 10s on Joseph R. Green.  As it was his first offence, he was released on finding sentence for his good behaviour in future.





Daily Telegraph Saturday October 5, 1901:


LONG STRUGGLE GOLD MINING COMPANY, NO LIABILITY


I, the undersigned hereby make application to register the Long Struggle Gold Mining Company, as No Liability Company, under the provision of the Mining Companies Act, 1894.  1st.  The name of the Company is to be the Long Struggle Gold Mining Company, No Liability.  2nd. The place of operations is to be at Alberton, in the County of Dorset, in Tasmania.  3rd.  The registered office of the Company will be situated at Alberton, in Tasmania.  4th.  The number of Share in the Company in nine hundred (900) on One Pound (£1) each, all of which are issued as paid up to ten shillings (10s) each.  5th.  The number of Shares subscribed is six hundred (600).  6th.  The name of the manager is Laurence William Lowe.  7th.  The names, addresses and occupations of the Shareholders, and the number of Shares held by each at this date are as follows:





Stingel, Chas, Alberton, miner  		100 shares


Stingel, Katherine, married woman 	100 shares


Sowell, John, Alberton, storekeeper 	100 shares


Cobbins, Alfred, Alberton, miner	100 shares


Lowe, L.W., Alberton, engineer		100 shares


								 Cont’d





Continues:    


Lowe, L.W. (in trust for shareholders)


   			Alberton, legal manager			300 shares


			  					 900 shares	





LAURENCE WM LOWE, Manager Witness to signature LESLIE E. MORGAN


I, Laurence William Lowe, do solemnly and sincerely declare that: 1. I am the manager of the said intended Company.  2.  The above statement is, to the best of my belief and knowledge, true in every particular, and I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be true, and by virtue of the Statutory Declaration Act., 1837.


									LAURENCE WM LOWE


Taken before me, at Launceston, this first day of October, 1901.


									H. WEEDON, J.P.





Examiner Wednesday August 3, 1910:


ABOUT PEOPLE


Mr L.W. Lowe, of Lilydale, who has been laid up for several weeks, is slowly recovering, but is yet causing his friends some anxiety.





Daily Telegraph Monday September 27, 1915:


RECRUITING – BRANXHOLM


Captains Parker and Harbottle held a recruiting meeting at Branxholm on Friday night.  There was a very large attendance, including many ladies.  In response to the speakers’ appeal for recruits, the following went up on the platform amid much applause: L.W. Lowe, [12 others not copied].  The first six were accepted.  Mr Lowe had been rejected thrice previously.





Daily Telegraph Monday October 11, 1915:


BRANXHOLM


Messrs L.W. Lowe and E.A. Taylor, who have been accepted for active service with the Expeditionary Force, were tendered a farewell in the Coronation Hall, Branxholm, on Wednesday night.  Mr R. Fox presided over a large attendance.  	


Private H. Vinen, of New Norfolk, and a former resident of Branxholm, who has returned from the Dardanelles wounded, was given a seat on the stage, and met with a flattering reception.


During the interval Mr J. Palmer, on behalf of the residents, presented Messrs Lowe and Taylor each with a fountain pen and a roll of notepaper.


Mr John Anton, on behalf of the staff and employees of the Ruby Flat mine, presented Mr Taylor with a pair of field glasses and Mr R. Fox, on behalf of the employees of the Guiding Star mine, presented Mr Lowe with a [blurred] outfit, and also a personal gift of a compass. Each gentleman spoke in appreciative terms of the departing soldiers, and trusted they would have a successful career whilst on active service, and a safe return.  Each recipient suitably responded.  The following contributed to the programme: Mr A. Grimes, Miss Quinn, Miss Moy, Mr R. Newman, Misses Stingle (2) and the Branxholm Brass Band, under Mr W. Davenport.  Dancing was then indulged in, music being supplied by Mrs Counsel, while the duties of M.C. were carried out by Mr C. Kincade.

















									





Examiner Friday November 5, 1915:


The Australian Military Department notified that it has been decided to form a mining corps in Australia for active service abroad, and asked for the council’s co-operation in securing recruits—Received.





Daily Telegraph Tuesday November 16, 1915:


RECRUITING – ROSS CAMP


On Saturday evening the men in camp over 200 strong, marched to the drill hall, and held a concert from 8 to 9.30.  On Sunday morning it rained heavily, which prevented the church parade being held on the camp ground.  A number of the men marched to the drill hall where Archdeacon Whitington conducted service.  General leave was given the men on Sunday afternoon, but as the weather continued unfavourable the majority returned to the tents early.  Sir Harry Barron visited the camp on Saturday on his way to Launceston.      


A movement is on foot to form a band.  It is understood the talent is available if the instruments can be provided.


The Australian Mining Corps obtained an addition of nineteen men at Waratah (writes our correspondent), the result of the efforts on Captain Vincent and Sergeant-Major Anthony, assisted by Lieutenant L.M. Wyatt.   


          											 Article abridged       





Staff-Sgt Lowe identified as circled





The Herald (Melbourne) Monday 26 April, 1920:


SMALLPOX ON CERAMIC – 220 PASSENGERS INVOLVED


After disembarking 220 Victorians passengers at the Portsea quarantine grounds yesterday, the White Star liner, Ceramic continued the voyage to Sydney.


Owing to a case of small pox developing on the voyage, passengers will be detained at Portsea for 18 days.


Of the 220 passengers landed from the Ceramic at Portsea, approximately 200 are ex-service men of the A.I.F. and Imperial forces being repatriated in the Victorian and Tasmanian military districts, and wives and other dependants.





Examiner Tuesday June 1, 1920:


LILYDALE


On Friday evening at Lilydale there was a large and representative gathering to welcome home Sergeant L.W. Lowe, after a lengthy term of active service.  						       Contd.





Continues


Musical items were rendered by Mrs. Howlett (Tunnel) and Misses Wilson and Power and Messrs. Fulton, Hoea and Brown, and recitations by Mesdames McKenna and Power.  Mr Hewlett acted as accompanist.  Addresses were given by Revs Strickland, Sinclair and Weir, Mr L.A. Procter presided and apologised for the unavoidable absence of the Warden (Mr T.G. Windsor).  On behalf of those present, he spoke a few words of welcome to the three ministers, who are all new arrivals in the district.  After the presentation of a suitably inscribed gold medal to Sergeant Lowe.  Sergeant Fox was presented with medals for two of his sons, who were unable to be present.  Both recipients suitably responded, after which supper was served, and dancing indulged in for a few hours.





Advocate (Bernie) Tuesday March 16, 1926:


PREOLENNA


Farewell Social:


A farewell social was tendered to Mr L.W. Lowe, who is leaving Maurvena.  After games, cards, etc., had been played, a bounteous supper was handed round.  Mr W. Dawson, on behalf of the Preolenna Coal Company’s employees, presented Mr Lowe with a gold watch as a token of the respect and esteem in which he was held.  Mr Lowe fittingly responded.


In his remarks he mentioned the timber trade and held out hopes of a big improvement in the position at the mills.  Mr Lowe is leaving on holiday his health being impaired.  Mr R. Dates will take charge during his absence.





Examiner (Launceston) Thursday April 7, 1927:


RECORDER OF TITLES’ OFFICE TASMANIA


ORDER FOR FORECLOSURE


Default having been made in payment of the principal sum and interval thereon secured by Memorandum of Mortgage No. 41,194, dated the 16th day of August, 1920, from Rupert John Lowe to Laurence William Lowe , to secure £190, and the said Laurence William Lowe for an Order for Foreclosure upon the land hereunder mentioned; Notice is hereby given that the said land is new offered for sale, and that unless a sufficient amount to cover the principal and interest moneys and all expenses due shall be realised by the sale of the said land on or before the 22nd day of April, 1927, and Order for Foreclosure will issue to the said Laurence William Lowe.


											Article abridged





Advocate (Burnie) Monday April 20, 1936:


BROOKSTEAD MINE


Mr L.W. Lowe, who has just completed installing an air-compressor at the Brookstead Tin Mine, near Avoca, and is now installing a pilot crushing plant, speaks hopefully of the prospects of the mine.


The company, he said, was sinking on two lodes at present.  There were four distinct lodes in the mines, the largest averaging from six to eight feet in width.  						Contd.





Continues


Samples assayed had given returns from 1 to 6 per cent tin.  Some very nice samples had been obtained from a depth of 54 feet.


Only two faces were being worked in the alluvial sections of the property at present, production being restricted on account of the serious water shortage on the East Coast.  The output of late had been one ton to one and a half tons of tin.  About 25 men were employed.





Mercury (Hobart) Friday October 12, 1951:


DEATHS


LOWE. –On October11, 1951, at the Launceston General Hospital, Laurence William, loved husband of the late Lavinia Ann Lowe, late of Lilydale, loved father of Mary (Mrs Baker, Raminea) and William (Ravenswood), and loved brother of Rupert (Avoca), aged 84 years.  Late 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, 1st A.I.F. 


CREMATIONS


LOWE. –The funeral of the late Mr Laurence William Lowe is appointed to leave the chapel, 16 Brisbane St., on Monday, at 2 p.m., for the Carr Villa crematorium.  Friends are invited to attend.


G.T. FINNEY & SONS, A.F.D.A.





DEATH OF OLDEST WAR VETERAN


THE death occurred at the Launceston General Hospital yesterday of Mr. Laurence William Lowe, Launceston’s and probably Tasmania’s oldest First World War veteran.  He was 84.


Mr Lowe lived in the War Veteran’s Home at Launceston, and celebrated his 84th birthday anniversary on August 8.  He was a member of a family which has participated in every war involving England since 1206.


Mr Lowe was 47 when he went to the First World War with the 3rd Australian Tunnelling Company, and he had to take a few years off his age to be accepted.  His eldest son was killed in Gallipoli in 1915.  Another son served in the R.A.A.F. in the Second World War.


Mr Lowe was born in Lincolnshire, England and arrived in Tasmania with his parents in the sailing vessel Chimboroso in 1879.  The family settled at Lilydale.  Later Mr Lowe was employed as a mining engineer.


A few years before his death Mr Lowe obtained from the College of Heraldry a family history, which shows that the earliest trace of his family was in 1066, when Thomas and William Loewe of Lo, Normandy, joined William of Normandy in his expedition to England.	In 1206 Thomas Loewe saved King John from being killed by an enraged boar after he had been thrown from his horse while hunting.  After that, members of the Loewe family fought with the 7th Crusaders, and in the Battles of Crecy (1346) and Agincourt (1415).  Loewes also were with Drake in the destruction of the Spanish Armada in 1588.


Contd.





Continues


When King Charles surrendered to the Roundheads in 1646, Thomas and William Loewe were deprived of all rank and property, and it was decreed that they should be known as Lowe.  This deprived the family of estates granted to it 240 years earlier.


Mr Lowe is survived by his daughter Mary (Mrs Baker, of Raminea), and a son, William (Ravenswood), and a brother, Rupert (Avoca).





Examiner Friday October 12, 1951:


OBITUARY – MR L.W. LOWE


The doyen of the veteran’s home at the Anzac Hospital, Launceston, Mr Lawrence William Lowe, died at the General Hospital yesterday at the age of 84.


Mr Lowe, who was a veteran of Gallipoli, was a native of Lincolnshire (England), who came to Tasmania more than 70 years ago.


He settled in Lilydale district with his family and later, in the same area conducted with his brother a sawmill on the site now occupied by the well-known lavender farm.


After qualifying as a mining engineer, he worked in the Beaconsfield, Avoca and Ringarooma districts, but on his return from active service he went back to timber work and was bush foreman for the Mt Field Timber Co.  He had been a staff sergeant with the Australian Tunnellers in France.


Mr Lowe is survived by a daughter (Mrs Baker, Raminia) and son (Mr W. Lowe, Ravenswood).





Lilydale & District Rolls of Honour, Tasmania bearing his name


Photos sourced from Places of Pride website supplied by Arthur Garland








