SAPPER HENRY JOHN LOVETT
4902 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Henry John Lovett was born on 18 August 1870 at Redfern, Sydney, New South Wales (NSW), the son of William Wallace (aka Wallis) and Ann Elizabeth (nee Bonathon) Lovett.  He was baptised at St Pauls, Sydney on 8 September 1870.

On 26 April 1899 at Cobar, NSW, he married Sarah Alice Creely.   Born 4 September 1867 at Yackandanda, Victoria daughter of Henry and Catherine (nee Hasson) Creely.
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The 1903/1904 Electoral Rolls record Sarah Alice Lovett living at Dalton Park, Cobar. NSW, performing domestic duties.
The Electoral Roll of 1913 records John Henry Lovett, plumber, and Sarah Alice Lovett, domestic duties, living at Liverpool Street, Scone, NSW.

He signed the ‘Attestation Paper of Persons Enlisted for Service Abroad’ on 31 July 1915 stating he was 45 years of age and a plumber by trade.  He named as his Next-of-Kin his wife, Mrs. Sarah Alice Lovett of 108 Young Street, Redfern, NSW, allotting three-fifths of his pay for the support of his wife and children.
Previous service had been 3 years with the Field Artillery which he left when moving States.

A medical examination at Roseberry Park, NSW on 25 March 1916 recorded that he was 45 years and 8 months of age.  He stood 5ft 7ins tall and weighed 10 stone 4 pounds.  He had a fair complexion, blue eyes and fair hair and was of the Church of England faith. 

Training began with Depot Staff, Liverpool, NSW on 31 July 191 until 15 March 1916 whne he was transferred to the 4th Tunnelling Company on 1 May 1916

He signed the Oath to ‘well and truly serve’ at Rosebery Park, NSW on 4 May 1916 prior to embarking ib Warilda.  

Two Sections of the Northern recruits to form the No.4 Company had embarked from Brisbane, Queensland early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, New South Wales (NSW).  Six officers and 152 other ranks (O.R.s) together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   
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The 7713 ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 bound for Melbourne, Victoria, where the Headquarters and 3 Sections of No.5 Company boarded the transport.

Two of those Sections, 8 Officers and 173 O.R.s, had been recruited in Victoria.  The third Section of 3 Officers and 76 O.R.s had been recruited in Tasmania.  Also boarding in Melbourne were the 1st Reinforcements for No.5 Company; 17 men from Victoria and 8 from Tasmania.

The ship departed Melbourne on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. where one Section of 3 officers and 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs, boarded Warilda to complete No.5 Company. 

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 No.6 Company had been recruited in W.A. and the 14 Officers and 325 O.R.s, along with their 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs, were taken on board and Warilda departed the same day for the European theatre. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  

Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where soldiers going Absent Without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight day voyage experienced remarkably pleasant weather and terminated at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front.

He proceeded overseas to France on 29 August 1916 and marched in to the 2nd Australian Divisional Base Depot (2ADBD) the next day.  He was transferred to the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company where he was taken on strength on 30 September that year.
He reported sick on 6 January 1917 and was admitted to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with bronchitis.  On 18 January he was transferred to the North Midlands Casualty Clearing Station and then to the 12th Casualty Clearing Station on 27 January.

On 29 January he was transferred to the 2nd Australian General Hospital at Boulogne and evacuated to England on 5 February on board Hospital Ship Western Australia.
A medical examination at the No.3 Australian Auxiliary Hospital, Dartford, on 1 March 1917 recorded his disability as ‘bronchitis, rheumatism and age dating the origin of the disability as 7 January 1917 at Ypres, aggravated by active service and climate, and finding him permanently for general service and temporarily unfit for home service.
Henry left Plymouth on 8 April 1917 for return to Australia on board Hospital Transport Barambah, disembarking in Melbourne, Victoria on 9 June and travelled overland to Sydney where he was examined at No.4 Australian General Hospital, Randwick and recommended for discharge and pension.

Discharged on 7 July 1917, he was entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.  Pensions to himself, his wife and son Henry commenced on 8 July addressed to 14 Pitt Street, Redfern. 
Base Records recorded that Henry John Lovett died of pulmonary tuberculosis on 3 July 1920 age 50 at Prince of Wales Hospital, Randwick.  

He was buried at Rookwood Cemetery at Mortuary 2, Area 4, grave 296.
His father, William Wallace Lovett, died on 30 July 1920 and was also buried at Rookwood Cemetery at Zone C Anglican Section 6 Grave 3351
Sarah signed a receipt for his Victory Medal on 27 March 1927.
In 1937 Sarah Alice Lovett, home duties, is living at 33 Church Street, Lilyfield, NSW with John Samuel Lovett, cabinet maker, and Minnie Amy Lovett, home duties.

Sarah Alice Lovett died on 9 April 1946 at Concord, NSW.


His son, John Samuel Hills Lovett, also served in WW1:
7755 Private John Samuel Lovett, enlisted 22 August 1917 aged 18 years and 3 months.  A shop assistant by occupation, he named his father, Henry John Lovett of 214 Pitt Street, Redfern, as his Next of Kin.
He embarked at Melbourne with the 24th/26th Reinforcements to the 34th Infantry Battalion on board Nestor on 28 February 1918.
The 61 May & November Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies departed Melbourne, Victoria on February 28, 1918 on board HMAT A71 Nestor.  The ship would reach Colon, Panama by March 25, departing 3 days later for Newport News, USA where they arrived on 3 April.  They departed on April 9 for Halifax, Nova Scotia departing the same day and arrived in Liverpool, England at 7 p.m. on 19 April 1918.  After a fifty-one day voyage Private Lovett disembarked the next day and entrained to Tidworth, marching in to the 1st Training Battalion, Sutton Veny, on 20 April 1918.

On 1 July he transferred to the 34th Battalion Details at Fovant and proceeded overseas to France on 22 July.  
He marched in to the Australian Infantry Base Depot, Rouelles on 24 July and was taken on strength of the 34th Battalion the next day.
He reported sick on 27 August, re-joining his unit on 8 September.  On 17 October he was detached to the Brigade Signal School.  He was admitted to hospital with influenza on 6 November 1918, re-joining his unit on 16 November.

In January 1919 he was transferred to the 3rd Divisional Train and was taken on strength of the 24th Company, Australian Army Service Corps, on 3 February.
John Lovett left France on around 20 May for demobilisation and return to Australia, leaving England on 3 July 1919 on the Prinz Hubertus.  Disembarking in Sydney on 26 August he was discharged from the A.I.F. on 19 September 1919, entitled to wear the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
In 1925 John Samuel Lovett is a Cabinet Maker living at Rothesay, Russell Street, Oxley, Queensland.  

On 24 December 1929 in Sydney he married Minnie Amy Round.  Born 10 July 1908 Minnie was the daughter of Walter and Minnie (nee Horsfield) Round.
In the 1930 Electoral Roll he is recorded as a Cabinet Maker living at 20 Grafton Street, Woollahra, NSW, with his mother, Alice Sarah Lovett, performing domestic duties.  Minnie is recorded at 18 Nelson Street, Woollahra performing home duties.
In 1933/1935 he is still a Cabinet Maker, recorded living at 75 James Street, Lilyfield, NSW with Minnie Amy and Alice Lovett performing domestic duties.
1937 - Cabinet Maker, 33 Church Street, Lilyfield, NSW with Minnie Amy and Alice Sarah Lovett doing domestic duties.

John Samuel Lovett, cabinet maker, born at Cobar, NSW, on 29 May 1900, enlisted for service with the 2nd AIF at Paddington, New South Wales on 29 October 1941 and was given the Army number NX49829.

He had previously served with the 2nd Garrison Battalion as N74178 Lance Corporal Lovett, having enlisted on 19 June 1940 and being discharged on 28 October 1941.

He named as his Next-of-Kin his wife, Minnie Lovett of Bronte Court, Moseley Street, Strathfield, NSW.  He served briefly in Australia as Permanted Ships Staff before being discharged as medically unfit on 9 March 1942.
In 1949 the Electoral Roll records him as a Soldier living at 1 Bronte Court, Moseley Street, Strathfield with Minnie Amy Lovett.
1954  thru 1968 the Roll record him as a Cabinet Maker living at 53 Moseley Street, Strathfield, NSW with Minnie Amy.
John Samuel Lovett died on 6 September 1970 and was buried at Rookwood Memorial Gardens and Crematorium, Rookwood, NSW. 

Minnie Amy Lovett (nee Round) died on 4 February 1993 Sydney and was buried at Newcastle Memorial Park, Beresfield plot Loggia 12/6 P/28.
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The Daily Telegraph, NSW – Wednesday 24 August 1904:


STEALING COUPONS.


A boy named Martin Thomas Tobin was charged at the Paddington Court with stealing 800 green coupons, valued at 18s, the property of Sarah Alice Lovett.  Tobin entered the shop and inquired the price of a small trumpet.  Half an hour later he returned and offered 50 coupons for sale, saying that his mother had sent him.  Subsequently the coupons were missed and on accused being arrested he showed the constable where the remainder were.  He was found guilty, but liberated on finding surety for his good behaviour.





Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS


INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.				Contd.





continues


arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 


Abridged








Photo sourced from www.findagrave.com – contributed by Koala Robinson





Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Wednesday 10 April 1946:


DEATHS


LOVETT - April 9 1946 at her son’s residence, Sarah Alice, dearly beloved mother of Jack and Harry and fond mother in law of Minnie and Peggy, grandmother of Richard and sister of Michael Creely, aged 78 yeais


RIP





Sydney Morning Herald, NSW – Thursday 11 April 1946:


FUNERALS


LOVETT. - The relatives and Friends of the late Sarah Alice Lovett are advised that her funeral will leave St. Mary’s Church, Concord, This Morning, at 10 o’clock, for the Catholic Cemetery, Rookwood.  Requiem Mass will be celebrated at 7 o’clock.  Labor Motor Funerals Limited, 24 Enmore Road, Newtown.  Phones, LA2777 (4 lines).








