SAPPER HENRY BROMLEY LOCK
3983 – 2nd Tunnelling Company
Henry (Harry) Bromley Lock was born in Christchurch, Canterbury, New Zealand in the first quarter of 1876 the son of Robert Oliver and Annie Catherine (nee Phipps) Lock.  The family came to Australia where his mother died in 1904 at Ashfield, Sydney and his father in 1911.  He served an apprenticeship of three years as a stonemason with Williams’ Stonemasons in Geelong, Victoria.

He married in 1908 in Victoria to Marion Patterson McKegg and were living a year later at 64 Little Page Street, Albert Park, Melbourne with his occupation as a stonemason.  In 1912 they were residents at 24 College Street, Box Hill.
At the recruiting depot in Prahran, Vic. on 6 March, 1916 the forty-year-old married stonemason applied to enlist for active service having been rejected once for varicose veins.  Attestation forms describe him as 173cms (5ft 8¾ins) tall, weighing 60kgs (132lbs) with a chest expansion of 87-97cms (34-38ins) and a fresh complexion with brown eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were one vaccination scar on his left arm and two scars on his lower back.  Methodist was his religion.  Next-of-kin nominated was his wife Marion Lock of 24 College Street, Hawthorn and allotted three-fifths of his pay in support of her and their children – girl aged 7 and boy 4 years.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment the same day.

Basic training commenced and allotted to the No. 5 Tunnelling Company at Broadmeadows camp, near Melbourne then transferred to Rosebery Park, Sydney to join other sections there on 17 May.  

Meanwhile recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3892 in No. 5 Tunnelling Company was assigned to him.  

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park which was reported in the:


The 7713 ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 bound for Melbourne, Victoria, where the Headquarters and 3 Sections of No.5 Company boarded the transport.  Two of those Sections, 8 Officers and 173 O.R.s, had been recruited in Victoria.  
The third Section of 3 Officers and 76 O.R.s had been recruited in Tasmania.  Also boarding in Melbourne were the 1st Reinforcements for No.5 Company; 17 men from Victoria and 8 from Tasmania.

The ship departed Melbourne on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. where one Section of 3 officers and 76 O.Rs with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs, boarded Warilda to complete No.5 Company. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.
Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France on 28 August, 1916 arriving at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot two days later.  On 25 September marched out to the 2nd Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on September, 30.  The company was situated at La Panne on the Belgian Coast with the unit camped at St Idesbalde in the sand dunes working on Infantry Subways and machine gun posts at Nieuport Bains area.
On 12 January, 1917 was attached to the 1st Canadian Tunnelling Company and re-joined his unit on February 4.
His name was mentioned in the:


He was reported as wounded on 4 May, 1917 but classed as ‘no wound’ but was gassed by petrol fumes from pumping an engine in a well.  Went to the 91st Field Ambulance with C.O. poisoning moving to the 1st Field Ambulance with gas poisoning then transferred to the 15th Military D. Station and re-joined his unit on July 9.
Mrs M. Lock was advised by Base Records on 20 May, 1917 that he had been wounded and remaining on duty.

His name appeared in the 367th Casualty List published in the:


Mrs Lock advised Base Records that she had changed her address to 23 Cambridge Street, Box Hill.  Her  letter was acknowledged by printed card on 27 July, 1917.

Was wounded in action on 3 August, 1917 but remained on duty.  The company was written to for verification of the report on 20 August, 1917.

Base Records advised his wife on 18 August, 1917 that he had been wounded for the second occasion.  His address for correspondence was included.
He was listed in the Casualty List published in the:


While on leave to England on 21-25 September, 1917 he went sick to the 2nd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Southall until instructed to proceed overseas to France to re-join his unit.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He was counted in an audit of the company on 16 July, 1918 to be still serving with his unit.

Proceeded on leave from France on 1 October, 1918 and again while on leave went sick with influenza to the 3rd Aust General Hospital at Abbeville on October 20 and discharged to duty on October 31.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Mrs M. Lock wrote from Tromro, 76 Carrington Street, Box Hill to Base Records on 6 February, 1919 asking if there was any news on her husband returning?  That day she had received a letter from the country telling her his name had been advertised in the paper.  She had been watching the papers herself but had not seen it.  Trusting they would notify her if there was any truth in this statement.  
Base Records replied stating that no advice had been received concerning her husband had embarked for Australia.  Should any information come to hand she would be promptly notified at her address. 
Orders were received to report to the Aust General Base Depot and they marched out on 4 April crossing to England arriving at the No. 2 Group camp a day later to await their voyage home.
After demobilisation Sapper Lock embarked from Liverpool, England on 20 May, 1919 on board H.T. Nestor for Australia.  
On 1 June, 1919 Mrs Lock again wrote to Base Records for news on her husband as she was advised he was in England and expected his final fortnight’s leave on the 11th April, 1919, last news she had.  Would he be able to cable her just before embarking?   He intended to do so but had been told that the soldiers are not free to do that.  Also, could they tell her how to address letters for the coming troopships.  
A reply was sent from Base Records on 5 June, 1919 that no recent report had been received regarding her husband, but upon receipt of advice that he had embarked for Australia she would be promptly notified.  Letters addressed should be delivered to returning soldiers on his arrival in Melbourne should be sent to rank, name and unit care of Office in Charge, Base Postal Unit, Drill Hall, Coventry Street, South Melbourne.
Base Records advised his wife on 20 June that he was returning home.  
The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 2 July, 1919.   
News of their arrival on the Blue Funnel liner was reported in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 16 August, 1919 on termination of her period of enlistment.
A Statement of his Service was issued on 2 October, 1919 to him by Base Records.

For serving his country Sapper 3983 Henry Bromley Lock, 2nd Tunnelling Company was issued to wear the British War Medal (45458) and the Victory Medal (44686).
He collected his War Medal from Victoria Barracks on 25 July, 1921 and the Victory Medal from there on 16 June, 1922.  He was a council employee.
Mrs Marion Lock died at Box Hill in April, 1922 with a private interment and a report on her Memorial Service published in the:


He declared by Statutory Declaration in March, 1922 when applying for replacement of his official badge that:

I lost my official Badge on or about December, 1920 declaring he did not part with it voluntarily and had made all reasonable attempts to recover same and advertised in the Melbourne “Age”, (clipping adhered to form).  He was issued with a duplicate badge (213904) on 8 March, 1922.
The Melbourne Branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service records from Base Records whish were forwarded on 20 February, 1926.
He remarried in 1935 to Sarah Selina Bennett and they resided from them on at 7 Hawthorn Avenue, Box Hill and he worked as a stonecutter.

In 1951 the following was advertised on his disappearance in the:


A year later he was thought to have been sighted at Sale, Vic with the following advertised in the:

Mrs Sarah Lock died on 3 April, 1954 at Caulfield, Vic.
He has no death recorded for him in Australia or New Zealand from 1951 to 1954 under Harry or Henry Bromley Lock.
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Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.


Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.


Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.


One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.


At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						


Article abridged





Geelong Advertiser Wednesday March 26, 1917:


NEWS OF THE WEEK – READY TO-MORROW – SOME ILLUSTRATIONS:


SAPPER H.B. LOCK									Article abridged





Mildura Cultivator (Vic) Saturday June 9, 1917:


THE 367TH CASUALTI LIST – WOUNDED


Sapper H.B. Lock, Hawthorn								Article abridged





Weekly Times Saturday September 8, 1917:


ROLL OF HONOR – VICTORIAN LIST


WOUNDED


Spr. H.B. Lock, Box Hill;								Article abridged





The Argus Thursday July 3, 1919:


RETURNING TROOPS WELCOMED


Two contingents of Victorian soldiers comprising on 900 men landed at Port Melbourne yesterday afternoon.  They were troops who returned on the s.s. Nestor and the s.s. Port Napier.  As they arrived at the hours fixed for their disembarkation; there was no delay in transporting them to the A.I.F. Depot in Sturt Street, where relatives and friends met them.  The soldiers who looked well, received a cordial welcome as they passed through the city streets.





Reporter (Box Hill) Friday April 21, 1922:


IMPRESSIVE MEMORIAL SERVICE


At the Methodist Church, Box Hill on Sunday evening last, an impressive service was held in memory of the late Mrs H.B. Lock, who passed away recently after a very severe illness.  The Rev. W.H. Holtham spoke in the most sympathetic and kindly terms of the deceased, who was highly esteemed and appreciated for her estimable qualities.  It was mentioned that during the war, while her husband was away at the front, Mrs Lock displayed the most-womanly qualities, and was always brave and optimistic.  Reference was also made to her fine consistent character.  At the same time the deepest sympathy was extended to the husband, who is left with two children, and whose health has been considerably affected as the result of his war service.  Appropriate hymns were sung and Mrs P. Bamford rendered the solo, “O rest in the Lord.”





Age (Melbourne) Monday February 12, 1951:


76-YEAR-OLD MAN IS MISSING


Police and relatives are anxious to trace Henry Bromley Lock, 76, who disappeared from his home in Hawthorn-avenue, Caulfield, on January 6.


His description is: About 5 feet 10 inches, medium build, grey hair and eyes, false teeth, wearing a navy-blue coat with pencil stripes, grey trousers and grey felt hat.





Age (Melbourne) Saturday March 17, 1951:


MISSING FRIENDS


WOULD Henry Bromley Lock 76 years or anyone knowing his whereabouts, please communicate with Bromley Robert Lock, 18 Kent-Pde, Black Rock XW4104.





Kalgoorlie Miner (W.A.) Tuesday March 20, 1951:


MISSING FRIENDS


ANYONE knowing the whereabouts of Mr Henry Bromley Lock, aged 79 years, of slight build, height about 5ft 10ins, white hair, stately, hard of hearing and dressed in dark grey trousers, navy and herringbone coat, black shoes [line blurred] 1 Hawthorn-avenue, Hawthorn, Melbourne.  Missing 13½ weeks ago; served with 2nd Tunnelling Company in 1914-18 war; [line blurred] B.R Lock 18 Kent parade, Black Rock XQ4104.








Gippsland Times (Vic) Thursday January 17, 1952:


MISSING MAN MAY BE AT SALE


A returned serviceman Henry Bromley Lock, who served in the first world war, has been missing from his home since January 6.  He is aged 76 years and there is a possibility that he may be in the Sale or Bairnsdale district.  It is thought that he may be suffering from loss of memory.  Should any reader know his whereabouts, would he communicate with the secretary of the Sale Returned Soldiers’ League (Mr W.A. Johnson), 27 Landsdowne-street, or phone Sale 568.








