SAPPER ARTHUR JAMES LEWIS
3rd Tunnelling Company / A.I.F. Headquarters
Hobart, Tasmania was the birthplace of Arthur James Lewis on 1 March, 1876 the son of James and Emma Mary (nee Dobson) Lewis.  In 1914 he was a bushman at Crotty with William Lewis a timber-getter.
At the recruiting depot at Claremont (6th Military District) on 16 February, 1915 the single thirty-eight-year-old labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Described in Attestation forms as 177cms (5ft 10½ins) tall, weighing 64.5kgs (142lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-95cms (34½-37½ ins) and had a medium complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive mark was a birthmark on the top of his head.  Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father James Lewis of 2 John Street, Hobart.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment on February 19.
He absented himself at Claremont camp on 6 April, 1915 and appeared before the Police Court two days later with the following reported in the:
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Military Discipline was issued for the following:


Offence:
Absent from 9 a.m. 6/4/15 until 3 p.m. 7/4/15



Award:

Fined 10 shillings and 7 days confined to barracks. 8/4/15

In the Police Gazette his description as a deserter was published as:




Offence:
Claremont 6/5/15 desertion – being absent from 6 a.m. 6/5/15 until





apprehended at 6 p.m. by Military Police on 6/6/15



Award:

Impounded for 21 days with No. 2 [unreadable word] 





Dismissed. 



Discharge from the A.I.F. took place on 28 June, 1915 as unsuitable.

About fifteen months later the forty-year-old miner re-applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination on 27 September, 1916.  Personal particulars taken show his address was at Argyle and Macquarie Streets, Hobart and was 176cms (5ft 10ins) tall, weighing 72kgs (159lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) and a medium complexion, his light brown eyes testing to good vision and frosty brown hair.  
Religion was Church of England.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father James Lewis of 2 John Street, Hobart.  He was sworn in on September 30 at Claremont camp.
Acknowledgment to the new recruits was published in the:

Basic training commenced with the 1st Depot Battalion from 30 September to 8 January, 1917 then transferred to the Miners’ Reinforcements at their training camp at Seymour, Victoria.  Later was allotted to the February, 1917 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 7176.  Military authorities noted his Will had been lodged with them.

The transport HMAT A9 Shropshire embarked from Melbourne, Vic on May 11, 1917 with 168 members of the February Reinforcements on board.  Sapper Lewis left Australian waters from Fremantle harbour and after crossing the Indian Ocean the ship docked at Durban, South Africa.  Next Port-of-call was Capetown to refuel about June 21, followed by another stopover at an unrecorded harbour would have completed the trip-sheet. After being at sea for 70 days the voyage terminated at Plymouth, England on July 19, 1917.  The three officers and 165 other ranks were detrained to Tidworth while two were hospitalised at Plymouth and the remainder marched in to the Aust Details camp at Parkhouse for further training for the front.

The Reinforcements proceeded to France from Southampton on 18 August, 1917 arriving at the Aust General Base Depot at Rouelles the following day.  Sapper was taken on strength with the 3rd Tunnelling Company on 3 September, who were situated at Loos, Hill 70 working on the permanent tunnels at Hulluch, St Elie and Vermelles sectors. 

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

He was a recipient of gifts of comfort from the Kalgoorlie Ladies Committee and signed a letter of Thanks to them which was reprinted in the:


In an audit of the company Sapper were counted to be serving with his unit on 13 July, 1918. 

Leave was granted and taken from 9th to 24th September, 1918.

Sapper was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their districts by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Went sick on 14 November, 1918 to the 13th Casualty Clearing Station inflammation of connective tissues of leg and scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer.)  He was discharged to duty on November 20 (under seven days).  Five days later went sick with scabies to the 2/ 3rd New Midland Field Ambulance for further treatment and discharged on 29 November to duty.

On 5 December, 1918 was admitted to the 32nd Casualty Clearing Station with enlarged glands and conveyed by Ambulance Train no.42 to the 3rd Canadian General Hospital in Boulogne the following day.

He was invalided to England on the hospital ship Cambria on December 30 entering the Town Hall Hospital, Torquay affiliated with the War Hospital Exeter with enlarged glands.

Was discharged to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital at Dartford on January 15, 1919 and granted leave from 18 January to 1 February and marched into the No. 1 Command Depot.  An extension of leave was granted by London Headquarters to February 3 and two days later was attached to the Aust Provost Corps, London from the 3rd Tunnelling Company.  
Base Records advised his father on 20 February, 1919 that it was reported his son was admitted to hospital in England.

His name appeared in the 461st Casualty List published in the:


On 9 May was detached to A.I.F. Headquarters for duty with the Provost Company (Sports.)  Marched out to Headquarters on June 23 and granted leave and report to the No. 1 Command Depot at Sutton Veny.

After demobilisation Sapper Lewis embarked for Australia on 24 July, 1919 on board H.T. Bakara.  Base Records would have notified his father he was returning home.  
His Will was returned to the 6th Military District on 25 August, 1919. 

In the list of soldiers returning his name appeared in the:


The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 27 September, 1919 with news of their arrival reported in: 


He chose to be discharged in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 4 November, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment after completing 1131 days of service of which 870 days were served abroad.
His address at that time was G.P.O. Melbourne.  
He paid two pounds eleven shillings and 3 pence to the Tasmanian Hydro-Electric Department, Llawenee Stores on 1 March, 1921 for goods supplied.

For serving his country Sapper 7176 Arthur James Lewis, 3rd Tunnelling Company / A.I.F. H.Q. was issued with the British War Medal (65738) and the Victory Medal (62846).

In 1922 he had returned to live at 126 Bathurst Road, Hobart East wit the occupation of labourer.

His medals were not collected from the 3rd Military District and returned to Base Records on 10 May, 1923.

A letter was sent to him at Hobart, Tas on 10 October, 1923.

He was a miner working at Mt Lyell Company, Queenstown, Tas.

Was married in St Martin’s Church, Queenstown on 1 July, 1924 to Gertrude Alice Pilkington (formerly Mason) with news of their nuptials published in the:


Mrs Gertrude Lewis proceeded in the Police Court a second time for maintenance for herself and child with proceedings reported in the:


In 1928 his address was listed in Electoral Rolls as Kia-Ora, Marine Drive, Burnie.

The Tasmanian Branch of the Repatriation Commission replied to Base Records on 28 July, 1936 giving them his latest address as per their request as care of Mr F.C. Lewis, Bootmaker, Argyle Street, Hobart.

In 1943 was at 39 Church Street, Hobart North with no occupation.  The following was reported in the:

In 1949 he was living at St John’s Park, New Town with no occupation listed.

Arthur James Lewis passed away on 13 May, 1952 aged 76 years.  Arrangements were published in the:


Cremation took place at the Crematorium Cornelian Bay on May 15.
His name is commemorated on the Hobart Roll of Honour.


His Military Discharge along with other items of Queenstown Hospital Union Dispensary Prescription book and War Gratuity authorisation No. 58 dated 21/9/1920 Mt Lyell, Queenstown were returned to the store at Base Records.
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Mercury (Hobart) Thursday April 8, 1915:


POLICE COURTS – HOBART – BAD LANGUAGE AND BLOWS


At the City Police Court yesterday before the Police Magistrate (Mr W.O. Wise) Inspector Smith prosecuted.


Arthur James Lewis, a strongly-built labourer, pleaded guilty to two charges, first, of using bad language in Macquarie-street on April 6, and, secondly, of assaulting Constable C. Nation whilst the latter was doing his duty, at the same time and place.


Constable Nation stated that when he was arresting defendant for using bad language the later struck him twice in the face, and knocked him down.  After he (the constable) got up he had a tussle with defendant, but finally arrested him, and brought him in to the station. 


Defendant was fined 10s. for using bad language, and £2 for assaulting the police, in default one month’s imprisonment.





Police Gazette Friday June 4, 1915:


DESERTERS FROM H.M. SERVICE


From the Australian Imperial Force, at Claremont on the 6th April, 1915 


PRIVATE ARTHUR JAMES LEWIS, native of Hobart, Tasmania, age 39 years, height 5 feet 10 ½ inches, medium complexion, brown hair, blue eyes birthmark on top of head; a labourer.





Daily Telegraph (Launceston) Thursday September 28, 1916:


RECRUITING – HOBART ENLISTMENTS


Hobart, Wednesday—At the barracks today the following 23 men were accepted for active service: A.J. Lewis


											Article abridged


Daily Telegraph Monday October 2, 1916:


ENTERED CLAREMONT CAMP


HOBART, Sunday—The following 45 men entered Claremont camp yesterday, making 291 for the month or, 701 short of the quota: A.J. Lewis (Hobart)						Article abridged 





Sun (Kalgoorlie) Sunday May 19, 1918:


Mrs R.M. Jordan, the secretary of the No. 1 Tunnellers Trench Comforts Committee, has received the following list of names of soldiers who have received parcels sent by the committee— A.J. Lewis,


										Article abridged





Examiner (Launceston) Wednesday March 19, 1919:


ROLL OF HONOUR – TASMANIAN CASUALTIES


Casualty list 461 in connection with the Australian Imperial Forces was released yesterday.  It embraces the following Tasmanian casualties:


WOUNDED


Spr. A.J. Lewis (Hobart)									Article abridged





Examiner Thursday September 4, 1919:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – MORE MEN EN ROUTE


The attached list of troops are shortly returning from abroad per Bakara:


Spr. A.J. Lewis, A.I.F. H.Q., Hobart;							Article abridged





The Herald (Melbourne) September 27, 1919:


SOLDIERS WELCOMED HOME


Troops from two transports, the Ceramic and the Bakara, disembarked this morning and as they were conveyed from Port Melbourne through the city to Sturt Street in motor cars and chars-a-bancs they were warmly welcomed.


On the Ceramic there were 278 troops and 140 women and children.


The Bakara brought 300 troops





Advocate (Burnie) Wednesday July 9, 1924:


WEDDING BELLS


A quiet wedding was solemnized at St Martin’s Church on Tuesday night, July 1, when Gertrude Alice Pilkington and Arthur James Lewis were united in the holy bonds of matrimony, Rev. W.R. Barrett officiated.  The bride, was becomingly attired in grey with grey hat trimmed with spray of flowers and berries, and carried a bouquet of pink and white roses with sprays of asparagus fern, was given away by Mr J. Weaving, Miss Beryl Pilkington was bridesmaid, and wore a neat dress of grey voile, hat of pink and gold tissue.  The bridegroom was supported by Mr H. McCallum.


After the ceremony a large number of intimate friends and relatives were entertained at the home of the happy couple.  The usual toasts were duly honoured, and songs were rendered by Messrs H. White and P. Withers.


The presents received were both numerous and costly.





Examiner (Launceston) Friday May 8, 1925:


QUEENSTOWN


At the Police Court Gertrude Lewis proceeded against her husband Arthur James Lewis, for a variation on an order made last February, for the maintenance of herself and child.  The bench granted an order at the rate of £1 10s a week.





Mercury (Hobart) Thursday February 25, 1943:


HOBART – ASSAULT ADMITTED


Arthur James Lewis pleaded guilty to having assaulted Thomas James Miller on February 3 at Hobart.  He was bound over to be of good behaviour for six months.





Mercury (Hobart) Thursday May 15, 1952:


CREMATIONS


LEWIS—Friends of the late Mr Arthur Lewis (late 1st Tunnelling Corps, 1st A.I.F.) are respectfully invited to attend his funeral which will move from the residence of his brother (Mr Leo Lewis), 31 Roope Str., New Town, on Thursday (This Day), at 2.30 p.m., arriving at the crematorium Cornelian Bay, at 2.40.


CLARK BROS., A.F.D.A., WILLIAM J. CLARK, Funeral Director


HOBART SUB-BRANCH R.S.S.AND A.I.L.A.


Members of the above and the 1st Tunnelling Corps, 1st A.I.F., are respectfully invited to attend the funeral of their late comrade, Arthur Lewis (late 1st Tunnelling Corps, 1st A.I.F.), which will arrive at the crematorium chapel, Cornelian Bay, at 2.40 p.m. This Day.						L.M. White, Sec





Roll of Honour, Town Hall foyer, Hobart
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