SAPPER JOHN LEE
6005 – 1st Tunnelling Company
John Lee stated he was born in Leeds, Yorkshire, England in 1860 the son of Patrick and Mary Lee.  He stated he had served twelve months with the East Yorkshire militia and was discharged on leaving England. 
He came to Queensland, Australia.  

At the recruiting depot in Innisfail, Qld on 16 February, 1916 the unmarried cook applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.  The recruits were then sent to Townsville.

The following was reported in the:


At the recruiting depot in Townsville on 22 February, 1916 and lowering his age to forty-four years the single cook applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms describe him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 72kgs (158lbs) with a chest expansion of 79-84cms (31-33ins) and had a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and light brown hair.  Roman Catholic was his religion.  He did not nominate any next-of-kin.  The Oath of Allegiance was signed and taken the same day.
The recruit was re-examined at Fraser’s Hill camp on arrival having been placed with A. Company, 11th Depot Battalion at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane and the medical board noted the following:



Disease:
Suppurating glands right groin


  Place of disability:
Cairns, Q

 Time of disability:
2 months


           States:

No VD


Present condition:
ulcerative discharge surface right groin


Board findings:
Case states (tertiary syphilis) and overage


Recommends:

Be discharged medically unfit     Enoggera 29/2/16


Approved:

2/3/16


Confirmed:

Brisbane 6/3/16 
Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 2 March, 1916 as medically unfit.

At the recruiting depot in Emerald about four months later on 1 July, 1916 the single forty-four-year-old cook applied again to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination.
Forms of Attestation were completed the same day and particulars taken show him as 173cms (5ft 8ins) tall, weighing 59.5kgs (131lbs) with a chest measurement of 89cms (35ins) and had a fair complexion with blue eyes and brown hair.  His religion and next-of-kin were nil, but later his brother Edward Lee of Leeds, Yorkshire, England was nominated as next-of-kin.
He returned to the 11th Depot Battalion on 13 July, 1916 to 15 August then assigned to the 6th Reinforcements to the 49th Battalion for further instruction.  He was declared dentally fit the same day.  On 6 September was allotted to the Miners’ Corps (1st Military District) and three days later was transferred to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria where he took final home leave.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 6005 joining the December, 1916 Reinforcements to the Tunnelling Companies.
The 516 Reinforcements departed Melbourne, Victoria on October 25, 1916 at 1.30pm aboard the transport HMAT A38 Ulysses.  The Australian coastline disappeared from view on October 30, 1916 with the port of Durban reached at 11.30am on November 13, 1916.  Windy weather was experienced going around the Cape and arrived at Cape Town at 7am on November 19.  Sierra Leone was the next port of call but their departure was delayed until December 14, 1916 as it was not safe to proceed further.  Arrived at Plymouth, England on December 28, 1916 after 65 days at sea, with the troops disembarking at 1.30pm and detrained to the station at Tidworth and marched in to Perham Downs the following day for further training for the front at the Aust. Details Camp.

The Reinforcements proceeded from Folkstone to France on 28 January, 1917 on the transport S.S. Onward arriving at the Aust General Base Depot the following day.
On 8 February was attached to the 1st Anzac Entrenching Battalion which was an advanced section of the Base Depot that organised works near the lines and through duties, usually of ten days duration, would accustom the reinforcements to war conditions before being assigned to a company in the field.

Was admitted to the 14th Aust Field Ambulance on 14 March, 1917 with defective vision and discharged to duty on March 25.  
Military discipline was issued for the following while with the 1st Aust Entrenching Battalion:



Offence:
While on Active Service AWL from 7 p.m. 6/4/17 till apprehended





by military police at Amiens on 7/4/17



Award:

Forfeits 10 day’s pay


Total forfeiture:
11 day’s pay

Proceeded on 14 April to the 1st Tunnelling Company who were situated at Poperinghe, Belgium working on the underground mining system at Hill 60 and Caterpillar (Hill 59) and attached on April 19.
On 1 September, 1917 was sent to the 97th Field Ambulance suffering debility and transferred to the 44th Aust Field Ambulance progressing to the 2nd Aust Casualty Clearing Station on September 9.  A day later was conveyed on Ambulance Train no.36 for admittance to the 22nd General Hospital at Camiers for treatment of sciatica.  Four days later was transferred to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles with debility and on September 19 appeared before the Medical Board and classified with overage noting he was 57 years of age with debility and given permanent base duties.
Left for England on 26 September, 1917 marching into the No. 2 Command Depot at Weymouth the following day.

Sapper Lee embarked for discharge in Australia on 31 October, 1917 on board H.T. Berrima due to being overage and sciatica.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on 20 December, 1917.  
The soldiers were entrained to Sydney (2nd M.D.) with details of their transfer reported in the:

The soldiers for Queensland continued their journey to Brisbane (1st M.D.) with his name published in the list appearing in the:

Military Discharge was issued in Brisbane on 10 February, 1918 due to overage.

The British War Medal (24703) and the Victory Medal (23508) were issued for serving his country to Sapper 6005 John Lee, 1st Tunnelling Company.

The Brisbane branch of the Repatriation Commission requested a copy of his service record from Base Records which was forwarded on 3 May, 1939.
John Lee passed away about 19 June, 1946 aged 85 years in Sydney with his death registered at Granville.  Arrangements were published in the:


Interment took place in the Catholic mortuary 2 portion of Rookwood Cemetery within section 14 in grave no.123.  There is no headstone.
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Townsville Daily Bulletin Wednesday March 1, 1916:


INNISFAIL NOTES


(For the “N.Q. Register”)


INNISFAIL, February 20.


On Thursday afternoon last, the volunteers leaving for the front were entertained at the Shire Hall before departing, and were addressed in appropriate speeches by the Chairman of the Shire Council, Mr McGrievy, and Recruiting Sergeant Guhten.  The legals of “the King” and “recruits” were then honored, and the proceedings terminated with the singing of the “National Anthem.”


The town band and a number of leading citizens then conducted the volunteers to the railway station.  The following are the names of the recruits—P.J. Brady, B.A. Mahoney, Jos Graham, A.J. Rogers, P.H.C. Boraharn, J. Lee, L. Maris, and P. Larrulde.





Northern Times (Newcastle) Friday January 4, 1918: 


MORE SOLDIERS RETURN – FOUR SPECIAL TRAINS


SYDNEY, Friday. Another batch of over 500 sick and wounded soldiers return to Sydney from Melbourne in four special trains.





Telegraph (Brisbane) Friday December 28, 1917:


RETURNING SOLDIERS – WOUNDED AND INVALID


The military authorities supply the following two lists (B and O) of Queensland members of the Australian Imperial Force returning to Australia shortly.


6005 Spr John Lee, 1st Tun. Coy, Emerald.						Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Thursday June 20, 1946:


FUNERALS


LEE—The Funeral of the late John Lee, Regim. No. 6005, 1st Aust Tunnelling Company will take place This Day at 10.30 a.m. in the Catholic Cemetery, Rookwood.


REGINALD W. HILTON


Funeral Director, Auburn 








