SAPPER FREDERICK LANCASTER
161 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Frederick Lancaster stated he was born in Portland, near Lithgow, New South Wales in 1887 the son of George Frederick and Mary Ann (nee Green) Lancaster.
In 1915 he appeared before the Portland Police Court which was reported in the:
At the recruiting depot in Lithgow on 12 August, 1915 the twenty-four-year-old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination.  Attestation forms were completed describing him as 164cms (5ft 4½ins) tall, weighing 55.4kgs (122lbs) with a chest expansion of 88-93cms (34½-36½ins) and had a medium complexion with hazel eyes and brown hair.  Distinctive marks were a small scar on back of left arm, left side of neck and on his chin.  Religion was Roman Catholic.  Next-of-kin nominated was his father George Frederick Lancaster of Macquarie Road, Portland, NSW.  The Oath of Enlistment was taken and signed in Lithgow on August 26, 1915.
Acknowledgment to the departing volunteers was reported in the:
Basic training commenced with the No. 1 Company of the Mining Corps on 28 October, 1915 who were establishing the Mining Corps at Casula, near Liverpool, NSW.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 161.
At a civic parade in the Domain, Sydney on Saturday February 19, 1916, a large crowd of relations and friends of the departing Miners lined the four sides of the parade ground.  Sixty police and 100 Garrison Military Police were on hand to keep the crowds within bounds.  The scene was an inspiriting one. On the extreme right flank, facing the saluting base, were companies of the Rifle Club School; next came a detachment of the 4th King’s Shropshire Light Infantry, then the bands of the Light Horse, Liverpool Depot, and the Miners’ on the left, rank upon rank, the Miners’ Battalion.  

The Corps boarded HMAT A38 Ulysses in Sydney, NSW on February 20 and sailed for the European theatre.  Arriving in Melbourne, Victoria on February 22 the Miners camped at Broadmeadows for a stay of 7 days while further cargo was loaded. 

Another parade was held at the Broadmeadows camp on March 1, the Miners’ Corps being inspected by the Governor-General, as Commander-in-Chief of the Commonwealth military forces. 

Leaving Melbourne on March 1, Ulysses arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia on March 7 where a further 53 members were taken on board.  

On Wednesday March 8, 1916 the whole force, with their band and equipment, paraded at Fremantle prior to leaving Victoria Quay at 9.30 o’clock.

The ship hit a reef when leaving Fremantle harbour, stripping the plates for 40 feet and, although there was a gap in the outside plate, the inner bilge plates were not punctured.  The men on board nicknamed her ‘Useless’.  The Miners were off-loaded and sent to the Blackboy Hill Camp where further training was conducted.

The Mining Corps comprised 1303 members at the time they embarked with a Headquarters of 40; No.1 Company – 390; No.2 Company – 380; No.3 Company – 392, and 101 members of the 1st Reinforcements.

Finally departing Fremantle on April 1, Ulysses voyaged via Suez, Port Said and Alexandria in Egypt.  The captain of the ship was reluctant to take Ulysses out of the Suez Canal because he felt the weight of the ship made it impossible to manoeuvre in the situation of a submarine attack.  The troops were transhipped to HM Transport B.1 Ansonia, then on to Valetta, Malta before disembarking at Marseilles, France on May 5, 1916.  
As a unit they entrained at Marseilles on May 7 and detrained on May 11 at Hazebrouck.

A ‘Mining Corps’ did not fit in the British Expeditionary Force, and the Corps was disbanded and three Australian Tunnelling Companies were formed.  The Technical Staff of the Corps Headquarters, plus some technically qualified men from the individual companies, was formed into the entirely new Australian Electrical and Mechanical Mining and Boring Company (AEMMBC), better known as the ‘Alphabetical Company’.
He went sick on 27 May, 1916 to the 1 /3 Northumbrian Field Ambulance with bronchitis and re-joined his unit on May 30.
The No. 1 Company was officially transferred to the 1st Tunnelling Company in the field on 24 December, 1916 and situated at Poperinghe, Belgium working on the tunnelling system of Hill 60 and the Caterpillar.

Sapper was slightly wounded in action during the night of 22 and 23rd December, 1916 suffering a gunshot wound to his face and taken to the 3rd Canadian Casualty Clearing station then conveyed by Ambulance Train no.18 to the13th Stationary Hospital in Boulogne, later the 1st Convalescent Depot and onto Base Details on December 27 at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples.  He re-joined his unit on 9 January, 1917.
Base Records advised his father that it was reported his son had been slightly wounded in action on 22nd or 23rd December, 1916 and his address was given for correspondence.

He went to hospital on 15 October, 1917 spending the day there and returned to his unit.
Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

On 18 June, 1918 went sick to the 3rd Canadian Stationary Hospital suffering from Eczema (skin condition characterised by red, itchy rash and blisters) being conveyed on Ambulance Train no.43 to Rouen being admitted to the 11th Stationary Hospital for further treatment.  On June 20 was transferred to the 3rd Convalescent Depot and discharged to the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles on 18 July, 1918.  Re-joined his unit on 1 August, 1918.
Leave was granted and taken from 24 August until he returned to duty on 9 September, 1918.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their area by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and they left from there for England on February 24 arriving at No. 3 Camp at Parkhouse the following day.  Marched out on 20 March to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury to await their voyage home.
After demobilisation Sapper Lancaster embarked for Australia on 20 April, 1919 on board H.T. Boonah.  Base Records advised his father on 20 May that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Melbourne (3rd M.D.) on 8 June, 1919 with news of their arrival published in the:

The soldiers for New South Wales were transhipped for the final voyage to Sydney (2nd M.D.) with their impending arrival announced in the:

The troopship docked in Sydney on 11 June, 1919.
Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 26 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

He appeared before the Police Court again in 1922 and reported in the:

From 1930 on he was listed at Quarry Road, Portland with the occupation of labourer.
He was a miner working at Tyldesley, Portland listed from 1943 onward.
A Statement of his Service was requested from Base Records by the Sydney Branch of the Repatriation Commission and sent on 22 February, 1952.

He retired to 87 Boronia Street, Redfern where he remained.

Frank Lancaster, formerly of Balmain, passed away on 8 October, 1963 aged 76 years.  Arrangements were published in the:

Burial took place in the Catholic portion 12 of Woronora Cemetery in grave no. 1005.
REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:
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Lithgow Mercury Wednesday June 16, 1915:


PORTLAND POLICE COURT


(Before Thomas Glissan and Peter Denis Js.P.)


Frederick Lancaster was charged with riotous behaviour in Wolgan-street on the 14th ultimo.  He pleaded guilty.  Fined 10s, costs 6s, or 48 hours.





Mudgee Guardian and North-Western Representative Monday August 30, 1915:


FAREWELL TO SOLDIERS


Portland—Messrs F. Lancaster and W. Field, two members of the local Hibernian Lodge were presented by members of the lodge with wristlet watches suitably inscribed on the occasion of their leaving for camp at Lithgow for the Expeditionary Forces.





The Argus Monday June 9, 1919:


SOLDIERS ARRIVE – FIVE TRANSPORTS DISEMBARK


On Sunday troops disembarked from four transports and despite the heavy task curtailed upon owners of motor vehicles, the men, as they landed, were quickly provided with seats in waiting cars.


Early in the morning 120 men were landed from the Boonah.


Port Melbourne was crowded with visitors.  Many were there to welcome the returning soldiers.  As the motor cars with the soldiers passed through the gate leading from the pier the men were loudly cheered and despite it being a Sunday, the streets all the way to the depot in Sturt Street were lined with applauding crowds.


Captain Wright, the staff office for returning soldiers had everything well in hand, and the men were enabled to proceed quickly to their homes. 





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday 10 June, 1919:


DISEMBARKING TOMORROW


The troopship China, which is expected tomorrow morning, is carrying in addition to her own troops, the New South Wales soldiers by the Boonah, who were transhipped at Melbourne.


Relations and friends who have the tickets marked China or Boonah will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9.30 a.m.  The Queenslanders will not disembark.


Cars numbers on the Red Cross Register from 321 to 461are required to be at No. 1 Wharf at Woolloomooloo at 9.30 a.m. 





Lithgow Mercury Wednesday March 15, 1922:


PORTLAND POLICE COURT


(Before T.W. Cohen, P.M.)


Const. Priestley v. Frederick Lancaster, charged with riotous behaviour in Willows-street, Portland, on the 4th inst.  Heard exparte; fined 40s, costs 8s, or seven days; seven days allowed to pay.





Lithgow Mercury Thursday February 7, 1935:


PORTLAND POLICE COURT


(Before W.F. Britz, P.M.)


Hugh McClelland, Herbert Teong, Leslie Ballinger, Stanley Kates, Archibald Clinton, William Kearns, Peter Eldridge, Frederick Lancaster and John Eldridge were each fined 10/-, with 8s costs, or two days’ imprisonment, for behaving in an offensive manner in the bar of the Coronation Hotel on December 15.


Sergt. Purdon said that a fight between two men in the bar led to a melee in which the defendants were involved.  It was an old feud, which broke out periodically.						Article abridged











Sydney Morning Herald Friday October 11, 1963:


FUNERALS


LANCASTER—The Relatives and Friends of the late FREDERICK LANCASTER of Woronora, are advised that his Funeral will leave the Church of St Patrick, Sutherland, This Afternoon after prayers commencing at 3 o’clock for the Catholic Cemetery, Woronora.
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