 SAPPER PATRICK WILLIAM LALLY
2595 – 1st Tunnelling Company / 39th Battalion
Pimlico, New South Wales was the birthplace of Patrick William Lally on 6 December, 1895 the son of William John and Mary (nee O’Regan) Lally.  They went to reside at Gympie, Queensland.
At the recruiting depot in Brisbane (1st Military District) on 7 January, 1916 the twenty-five-year-old single labourer applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the medical examination giving his birthplace as Gympie.  Attestation forms describe him as 170cms (5ft 7ins) tall, weighing 63.6kgs (140lbs) with a chest expansion of 89-94cms (35-37ins) and a fair complexion with good vision in his blue eyes and fair hair.  Church of England was his religious faith.  Next-of-kin nominated was his mother Mrs Mary Lally of Crown Post Office, North Coast Line, Qld.  He took and signed the Oath of Enlistment the same day.
Basic training commenced at Enoggera Barracks, Brisbane (1st M.D.) on 8 January, 1916 with the 11th Depot Battalion to 11 February then allotted to the Mining Corps, 3rd Reinforcements and sent on 30 March to their training camp at Seymour, Victoria.  His rank was Sapper with the regimental number 2595.
Eighty members of the Reinforcements departed on transport HMAT A14 Euripides from Melbourne, Vic on April 4, 1916.  During their voyage a port of call for refuelling was Colombo, Ceylon and terminated at the Suez about May 5 where the men were transhipped at Alexandria to the City of Edinburgh.  They disembarked at Marseilles, France on May 17, 1916.   
Disciplinary action was taken for the following:

Offence: 
Marseilles 21/5/16 being in town after 9 p.m. namely 11.50 p.m.





Contrary to Base Orders 21/5/16



Award:

3 days F.P. No. 2 by Lt J. Thomson 23/5/16

On June 1, 1916 they marched into Etaples and on 25 June attached to the 1st Tunnelling Company and taken on strength on 30 September, 1916.
By November, 1916 the company was situated at Bailleul and working on Little Gate and Hill 60 dugouts near Poperinghe, Belgium.   Captain O.H. Woodward, also of the 1st Tunnelling Company recorded the following about that time in his unpublished book My War Story of the Great War as follows:
“My first tour of duty at Hill 60 ended on 7th November, and by that time I had begun to get my bearings in the Front-Line Saps.  On referring to my Diary I find that my records of the events each day refer to the fact the “we heavily bombarded the Hun; the Hun heavily bombarded us; Snipers were busy at such and such a point; Dugouts were crumped; enemy was active at such and such Listening Posts”; in all of which information could be condensed by making the statement that we were experiencing the ups and downs of Trench Warfare.”
On 7 November, 1916 Sapper suffered carbonic oxide poisoning and taken to the 6th London Field Ambulance and five days later entered the 10th Casualty Clearing Station then discharged to duty on November 25.
Base Records advised his mother by Telegram as follows:
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His name appeared in the Casualty List published in the:
Base Records replied to a letter on 19th December, 1916 from the Chairman, Local Land Board Office, Grafton, NSW asking if P.W. Lally of Cooran, Tweed River, NSW had enlisted for active service.  Base Records stated that according to records No. 2595 Sapper P.W. Lally, 1st Tunnelling Company embarked Melbourne with the above unit on 4/4/16.
On 15 December, 1916 returned to the 6th London Field Ambulance suffering from Keratitis (inflammation of the Cornea (front of the eyeball) and moved to the 10th Casualty Clearing Station but then conveyed on Ambulance Train no.18 to Boulogne entering the 13th Stationary Hospital.  On December 20 was discharged unfit to Base Details at the Aust General Base Depot at Etaples.  He re-joined his unit on January 16, 1917.
He went sick on 22 February, 1917 to the 47th Divisional Rest Station with Pyrexia (fever) and five days later moved to the North Midlands Casualty Clearing Station suffering anaemia.  Transferred to 132nd Field Ambulance on 1 March and re-joined his unit on 6 March, 1917.

Disciplinary action was taken for the following:



Crime:

While on Active Service AWL from 1 p.m. 23/9/17 till 1 p.m. 25/9/17



Award:

14 days F.P. No. 2 [field punishment] by C.O. 26/9/17


Total forfeiture:
17 day’s pay.
On 29 October, 1917 was admitted to the 98th Field Ambulance with dental caries and returned to duty the next day.  Returned to the 98th Field Ambulance on 10 November and discharged to duty a day later.

Blue Chevrons were issued to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.

Sapper went sick on 2nd February, 1918 to the 15th Aust Field Ambulance suffering a stab wound to his chest.  An Incident Report stated the following details:

No. 264 Sapper Savage, J. 1st Aust Tunn. Coy states:

About the hour of 8 p.m. on the night of 1st February 1918, I was present in No. 7 hut of 1st Australian Tunnelling Company’s camp.  Sappers Lally and Kelly, P came into the hut and Crowe came in shortly after.  The next thing I heard Spr. Lally say “I’ll block you Crowe”.  Sappers Lally and Crowe then wrestled and both fell on the floor.  Both broke away and got up, and I heard Spr. Lally say “He’s stabbed me”.  Spr. Lally then fought with Spr. Crowe punching him on the ground.  Some other Sappers asked Lally to show them where he was stabbed.  Then Sapper Lally was removed from the hut.







Sgd. J. Savage

Evidence taken by





Sgd. H. Carroll, Capt.






1st Aust. Tunn. Coy.
The following Report on Accidental or Self-Inflicted Injuries stated:


Injury:


Stab wound in chest severe

Circumstances:
Spr. Lally and Crowe were quarrelling in their sleeping hut and





Lally sustained punctured wounds.


Commanding Officer’s opinion:


Military Duty:

No


To blame:

Yes, partly


Other person blame:
Yes, partly


Opinion G.O.C.
Both men were to blame


Action taken:

Spr. Crowe awarded 28 days F.P. No.2 by his C.O.





Spr. Lally awarded 23 days forfeiture of pay by his C.O.

To G.H.Q. 3rd Echelon:
This casualty is classified as injured accidentally (stabbed by another





soldier whilst fighting, necessary disciplinary action taken.






Sgd. Cyril T. Griffiths, Lt Col. G.H.Q. 3rd Echelon for D.A.G.






12/3/18
Sapper was discharged to his unit on 24 February, 1918.  
He went sick on 17 March, 1918 to the 1 /1 West Riding Field Ambulance suffering P.U.O. (Pyrexia (fever) uncertain origin) then moved to the 3rd Aust Casualty Clearing Station and conveyed on Ambulance Train no.6 to Boulogne entering the 53rd General Hospital.  Ten days later was invalided to England on the hospital ship Pieter de Connick and admitted to the Bethnal Green Military Hospital, Cambridge Road, London with trench fever.
Base Records advised his mother on 9 April, 1918 that her son had been admitted to Bethnal Green Military Hospital, England on 1/4/18 suffering from trench fever.  His address for correspondence was also given.  On 15 April was transferred to the 3rd Aust Auxiliary Hospital in Dartford then discharged to furlough and report to the No. 4 Command Depot at Hurdcott on 3 May, 1918.
Mrs M. Lally wrote on April 22, 1918 to Base Records stating if any further advice comes to you about Sapper P.W. Lally, send to this address, Mrs M. Lally, Tweed Heads, NSW.  Acknowledgement by printed card was sent dated 30/4/18.
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The following was published bearing his name in a Soldiers’ Tribute from the Front in the:
He did not report as ordered with action taken as follows:


AWL 3/5/18 Paraded before O.C. London Troops 4/5/18



Offence:  
London 3/5/18 AWL from 11 a.m. 3/5/18 till 11.45 a.m. on 4/5/18



Award:

Forfeits 2 day’s pay by Major C.H. Howard 4/5/18

Total forfeiture:
2 day’s pay for 4/5/18 concurrent

Marched in from London Headquarters to Hurdcott Command Depot on 5 May, 1918.
On 17 July, 1918 was moved to the Overseas Training Brigade at Deverill and proceeded overseas to France on 10 August from Southampton arriving at the Aust General Base Depot in Rouelles the next day.  Marched out to his unit on August 14 arriving two days later.  He left for the Aust Infantry Base Depot in Havre on 10 September, 1918.
In trouble again and the following took place:





W.O.A.S. AWL from 9.45 p.m. until 10.45 p.m. 13/9/18



Award:

7 days forfeit of pay by C.O. A.G.B.D. 14/9/18

On 17 September marched out on transfer to the 39th Battalion in the field and taken on strength the next day.  Private Lally was with this Battalion when Peace was declared.
Marched out on 17 February, 1919 to the A.B.G.D. for his return to England.  Left Havre on February 28 to Weymouth arriving at the Overseas Training Brigade on 1 March, 1919.
Sapper was tried by the Civil Powers in the Tower Bridge Police Court on 10 March, 1919:



Charged:
Obstructing Police in exertion of duty Bermondsey S.E.1



Sentence:
Fined 40 shillings (40/-)

Further action was taken also:



Crime:

Bath 25/4/19 AWL 4.30 p.m. until 10 p.m. 25/4/19 when apprehended by





Military Police, Westgate



Award:

forfeits 1 day’s pay.


Total forfeiture:
1 day’s pay.

After demobilisation Private Lally embarked for Australia on 1 May, 1919 on board H.T. Karogala.  Base Records advised his mother on 31 May that he was returning home.  The transport docked in Sydney (2nd Military district on 14 June, 1919.  News of their Sydney arrival was reported in the:

The Queenslanders were brought by special train to the Central Railway Station and their arrival was covered in the:

He appeared before the Disembarkation Medical Board at the Anzac Buffet, Domain, Sydney on 14 June, 1919 and his Statement of Case reads:

Essential facts:
Trench Fever, 1917 – no disability   (sgd.)  P.W. Lally


Present condition: 
Feels well – Heart and rest clear


Recommendation:
Discharge, yes



Labour capacity:
(a) nil (b) nil






Confirmed for discharge

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 29 July, 1919 on termination of his period of enlistment.

The Department of Repatriation, Brisbane wrote on 7 October, 1920 to Base Records requesting if No. 2595 Pte Patrick William Lally, 39th Battalion was identical with 2585 Pte J.P. Lally, 33rd Battalion.  Base Records replied on 13 October that these soldiers were not identical and forwarded particulars of their services with the A.I.F.

For serving his country Sapper / Private 2595 Patrick William Lally, 1st Tunnelling Company / 39th Battalion was issued for serving his country the British War Medal (39045) and the Victory Medal (38354).

Queensland marriage index states he was married on 16 June, 1916 to Sarah Evelyn Jones but he sailed for service abroad on 4 April, 1916 therefore not in the country and did not return to Australia until 14 June, 1919.  
His mother was next-of-kin and no wife was included after enlistment.

He did marry Sarah E. Jones, perhaps later, who died aged twenty-six years on 17 December, 1922.  A small announcement was placed in the: 

Further bad luck was endured when his residence was destroyed by fire almost a year later and reported in the:

He married again on 1 October, 1924 to Mabel Birchill and in 1925 were residing at Cooran working as a labourer.

A brief mention of his property appeared in the:


From 1936/1937 they are listed at Cootharaba and a farmer and then settled at 14 North Street, Newmarket, Brisbane listed there from 1958.

Patrick William Lally passed away on 10 July, 1984 aged 89 years.  Cremation took place at Albany Creek Crematorium.
Mrs Mabel Lally died in 1996.

Their plaques in Albany Creek Memorial Park, Bridgeman Downs.
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Week (Brisbane) Friday December 15, 1916:


ROLL OF HONOUR – QUEENSLAND CASUALTIES


Summary of casualty list no. 247 released at 10 o’clock this morning:


WOUNDED


Spr. P.A. Lally, Cooran									Article abridged





Daily Standard Tuesday April 30, 1918:


SOLDIERS’ TRIBUTE – LABOR GOVERNMENT APPRECIATED – PRE-ELECTION LETTER


The following letter has been received by the Premier (Mr T.F. Ryan):


“We, the undersigned members of the A.I.F. and electors of Queensland, wish to tender you our sincere congratulations on the able and statesmanlike manner in which you and your party have conducted the affairs of the State during your term of office.  We sincerely trust that the people of Queensland will continue in supporting your Government, and that you shall ever retain their confidence and goodwill.


“Your conduct towards the Returned Soldiers Settlement Scheme is welcomed by us, and particularly so when we know of the obstacles which have been placed in your path by what is known to us as the “Reichstag of Queensland’—the Upper House.


“At the next general election, we hope that there will be another referendum to decide the fate of this House which has long been a serious obstacle to the placing of democratic reform on the Statute Books of Queensland.


“We are confident that your party has proved by deeds, and not by words, how beneficial a real Labor party can be to the State in which it administers, and we heartily wish you every success in your work and administration.  Assuring you of our heartfelt support and co-operation, —We are, dear Sir, sincerely yours.


Sapper J.P. Hoare, Gympie, Queensland; Thos, Kerr, Wide Bay; Sapper W. Mercer, Gympie; Sapper H.H. Fraser, Cooroora; Sapper W.N. Fraser, Cooroora; A.F. Laing, Gympie; E. Jones, Cooroora; T, T. Fulton, Wide Bay; P.W. Lally, Cooroora;


Members of the 1st Australian Tunnelling Company, B.E.F., France.		February 15, 1918.


								Abridged to those from Gympie district only





Sydney Morning Herald Monday June 16, 1919:


SUNNY WELCOME – SOLDIERS BY THE KARAGOLA


The returned New South Wales and Queensland soldiers who came from England in the troopship Karagola had a morning of sunshine for their landing in Sydney on Saturday last.  The contingent was made up of 11 New South Wales men and 23 Queenslanders.


Accommodation was provided by the Red Cross Society for the Queenslanders at Richmond-terrace near the Macquarie-street entrance to the domain.						Article abridged





Telegraph (Brisbane) Tuesday June 17, 1919:


SOLDIERS WELCOMED HOME


The soldiers came back from the front by the troopship, Karagola and a hearty public welcome awaited them on arrival in Brisbane last night, by the Sydney mail train, shortly before 8 o’clock.  On the platform, amongst others at the Central railway station were the State Commandant (Brigadier-General Irvine), the Minister for Agriculture (Hon. W. Lennon), the mayor (Ald. A.P. Buchanan) and Mayoress (Mrs Buchanan), Major W.P. Brown and Captain Piers Blundell.


Headed by the Army Reserve Band the soldiers were conveyed in motor cars through the city to Kangaroo Point Military Hospital where they were given supper by the ladies of the Red Cross kitchen.


Those who did not arrive were: P.W. Lalley.						Article abridged





Sarah Lally’s Headstone in Pomona-Cooran Cemetery – Photo sourced from Find-a-grave submitted by Sharon Williams





Brisbane Courier Friday December 22, 1922:


POMONA – PERSONAL


Mrs P. Lally, whose death occurred, at Cooran on Sunday was 26 years of age.  She is survived by a husband and family.  The funeral took place in the Pomona-Cooran Cemetery on Monday.





Brisbane Courier Wednesday August 29, 1923:


FIRE AT COORAN


Mr Patrick Lally sustained a severe loss on Sunday afternoon, when his residence was completely destroyed by fire.  The flames were noticed by a neighbour about 3.20 and thought many helpers hastened to render what aid was possible the fire and such a fierce hold that nothing could be done.  Mr Lally and his brother were in Gympie playing in a football match, and the premises had been closed since early morning.  Practically nothing was saved.  The property was insured.





Brisbane Courier Saturday November 17, 1928:


COORAN


SPEEDWAY. –A speedway has been formed at Cooran.  A request is to be made to Mr P. Lally for the use of his land.										Article abridged





Noosa Advocate and Cooroora Advertiser Wednesday August 10, 1932:


LAND LEASED


Mr A. Rea, a prominent Cooran resident, recently leased 90 acres of land from Mr P. Lally (Cootharaba).  He has cleaned up the area at Cooran and gone in for dairying there.








Photos of their plaques in Albany Creek Crematorium


Photos sourced from Find-a-Grave and contributed by Stan Sventloff








