SAPPER THOMAS O’DOWD LACKEY
3633 – 1st Tunnelling Company
Thomas O’Dowd Lackey stated he was born in Prospect, Cumberland, New South Wales in 1882 the son of Thomas William and Annie (nee Larkin) and was registered in Broulee, NSW.  His mother died in 1899.  Early years were spent on the family’s property at Moss Vale until his father moved to Petersham to take up other interests.  Military experience was gained from twelve months with the Rifle Club until he left the district.
He placed the following advertisement during 1905 in the:

He went to the goldfield of Kalgoorlie, Western Australia and listed there in 1910 at 167 Piesse Street, Boulder with the occupation of labourer.
At the recruiting depot at Victoria Barracks, Sydney on 31 January, 1916 the single thirty-four-year-old horse-driver applied to enlist for active service abroad and passed the preliminary medical examination conditional on teeth.  Personal particulars taken reveal he was 175cms (5ft 9ins) tall with a chest expansion of 82-89cms (32-35ins) and his postal address was “Charlesville”, Albert Street, Petersham.  Declared fit his application was accepted by the recruiting officer.
Attestation forms were completed and describe him further having a dark complexion, good vision in his brown eyes and black hair.  He had no previous illnesses and trade given as mining and a distinctive mark was a 6in scar on the outside of right thigh.  Church of England was his religion.  
Next-of-kin nominated was his father Mr Thomas William Lackey of Charlesville, Albert Street, Petersham, NSW. 
 He signed and took the Oath of Enlistment on 14 February, 1916 at Casula camp, near Liverpool, NSW.
Basic training commenced with B. Company, Depot Battalion, Casula until transferred on 6 March to B. Company 13th Battalion for further instruction but this changed and was allotted on March 9 to the No. 4 Tunnelling Company who were transferred on 10 May to Rosebery Park, Sydney.

Meanwhile in Queensland the recruits forming part of the No. 4 Tunnelling Company embarked from Brisbane, Qld early in May, 1916 aboard HMAT A69 Warilda for Sydney, NSW.  Six officers and 152 other ranks together with the 1st Reinforcements of fifteen other ranks made up the two sections.
At Rosebery Park, Sydney, NSW they joined their Headquarters and two sections (8 officers & 153 O.Rs.) plus 1st Reinforcements consisting of one officer and seventeen other ranks for final training.   The rank of Sapper and the Regimental number 3633 in No. 4 Company was assigned to him. 

He participated in the Inspection of Troops at Moore Park which was reported in the:


The 7713-ton transport departed Sydney, NSW on May 22, 1916 and collected in Melbourne, Victoria the No. 5 Company recruited from Victoria, South Aust. & Tasmania made up of Headquarters and 2 Sections (8 officers & 173 men) (3 M.D.). 1 Section from Tasmania (3 officers & 76 O.Rs.); also 1st Reinforcements for No. 5 Company (17 men from Vic. & 8 men Tas.)  The ship departed on May 25, 1916 for Adelaide, S.A. to collect one Section of 3 officers & 76 O.Rs. with 1st Reinforcements of 8 O.Rs. 

In Perth the No. 6 Tunnelling Company was in their final stages of preparation for departure giving a regimental show of their strength in parades.

Docking at Fremantle, W.A. on June 1, 1916 added No. 6 Company recruited from W.A. of 14 officers and 325 O.Rs. along with 1st Reinforcements of 1 Officer & 32 O.Rs. departing the same day. 

Durban, South Africa was reached on June 16, 1916 and Cape Town on June 21, 1916 while St Vincent completed the African ports of call on July 7, 1916.  Discipline was fairly good except at intermediate ports where Away without Leave caused concern.  The fifty-eight-day voyage experienced remarkable pleasant weather terminating at Plymouth, England on July 18, 1916.  Four, Five and Six Companies comprising of 1064 officers and other ranks were detrained to Amesbury and Tidworth to begin training for the front at Perham Downs camp.

The reinforcements proceeded to France on 29 August, 1916 arriving the next day at the 2nd Aust Divisional Base Depot.  On 30 September, 1916 was taken on strength with the 1st Tunnelling Company situated at Bailleul, Belgium working on dugouts at T121 and Hill 63.
Service continued without incident until 9 August, 1917 when sent to the 12th Aust Field Ambulance with scabies (a skin irritation caused by Itch Mite whose eggs are laid under the skin’s outer layer) and sent to the Divisional Rest Station a day later.  On August 20 was transferred to the 13th Aust Field Ambulance and returned to duty on 29 August, 1917.

Leave was granted and taken from 17 to 27th October, 1917.
Sapper was issued with Blue Chevrons to wear on his uniform for serving twelve months abroad.  
In an audit of the company, he was noted to be still with his unit on 17 July, 1918.  Further leave was granted from 13 to 29th August, 1918 and returned to duty.

He was with his unit when Peace was declared and the Tunnelling Companies remained on the front as part of the Army of Occupation assisting with rehabilitation of their district by clearing roads and bridges of booby traps and delayed action mines left by the enemy.

Orders were received on 12 February, 1919 to return to the Aust General Base Depot and left there on February 24 for England arriving the following day at No. 3 camp at Parkhouse.  On 20 March were moved to the Reserve Brigade Aust Artillery camp at Heytesbury to await their voyage home.

His father passed away in March, 1919 with the following announcement published in the:

After demobilisation Sapper Lackey embarked for Australia on 20 April, 1919 on board H.T. Boonah.  Base Records advised his father on 20 May he was returning home.  The troopship docked in Melbourne (3rd Military District) on June 8 and the soldiers for New South Wales were transhipped for the voyage to Sydney (2nd Military District).  News of their impending arrival was announced in the:
The transport docked in Sydney on 11 June, 1919.
Sapper appeared before the disembarkation medical board at the Anzac Breakfast in the Domain the same day and his Statement of Case reads:



Disability:  1 June, 1919 at sea.



Had sciatica and poisoned hand on Service



2 years ago



Now feels well



Present condition:
Complaints of numbness of ring and little finger of Rt hand


Recommendation:
Discharge, yes



Deferred for treatment



Present condition:
No disability



Labour capacity:
A & B – nil

He was checked again at the No. 4 Aust General Hospital, Randwick on 9 August, 1919.

Military Discharge was issued in Sydney (2nd M.D.) on 23 September, 1919 as medically unfit.

From 1930 to 1937 he is listed in Electoral Roll at 13 Derby Street, Kogarah with the occupation as a French polisher but also owned property at Riverstone.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
From 1943 onward he is listed at Terry Road, Riverstone as a farmer.

Thomas O’Dowd Lackey passed away on 26 July, 1966 aged 84 years at his Terry Road residence.  Family announcement and arrangements were published in the:

Cremation took place at Woronora Crematorium on 28 July and ashes placed at DD Evergreen Shrub Garden 1 in position 71.

REUNIONS

Former members of the (Alphabet Company) Aust Electrical & Mechanical Mining & Boring Company and Tunnellers’ in Sydney would meet to march in the Anzac Day parade then attend their annual luncheon.  Roll Registers for newsletters of this annual event were kept and his name appears as follows:

    1928

T.O. Lackey
Terry Road, Riverstone
    1934

T.O. Lackey
Terry Street, Riverstone


1TC

 1960-68
Lackey, T.O.  
Box 106, Terry Road, Riverstone
Notation: Died July 1966
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Scrutineer and Berrima District Press Wednesday October 18, 1905:


TO STAND THIS SEASON AT WESTERLEIGH AND TRAVEL THE DISTRICT


THE PONY STALLION


VINGT-ET-UN


VINGT-ET-UN’S Stock are so well and favourably known that comment is unnecessary.


TERMS: £2; two or more mares from same owner, £1 15s; good paddocks provided but no responsibility; season commences October 1st.


All mares must be removed and paid for by January 1st, 1905.


											T.O. LACKEY





 Sydney Morning Herald Monday May 22, 1916:


THE TROOPS – INSPECTION AT MOORE PARK


“In the presence of a crowd of 10,000 people the District Commandant, Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D., held an inspection of troops at Moore Park, on Saturday afternoon.  The troops consisted of Field Artillery, Tunnelling Section (including Queenslanders), under Major Vincent; Infantry, under Lieutenant Owen Gibbs, under Captain Brosnan, the whole parade being under the command of Major Holman, D.S.O.





Prior to arrival of the commandant and his staff, the men were drawn up in columns of companies on the Dowling-street side of the ground, facing the tramline.  The bands of Liverpool Headquarters and the Engineers played selections of music.





Brigadier-General Ramaciotti, V.D. made a close inspection of the lines.  Returning to the saluting base the Commandant took the salute as the various units marched past in columns of companies, and again as they returned headed by the band in columns of fours.





One company had with it a small kangaroo as a mascot.  The animal was held on a ribbon, but when it drew level with the saluting base it bobbed up and down as if anxious to do its share in the saluting lines as its male friends were doing.  Its antics were so ludicrous that the crowd roared.





At the conclusion of the inspection the men were marched across to the Royal Agricultural Ground, where they were provided with temporary quarters.” 						Article abridged





Australian Town and Country Journal (Sydney) Wednesday March 19, 1919:


DEATH OF MR T.W. LACKEY


The death occurred recently of Mr T.W. Lackey, at his residence, “Charlesville”, Albert-street, Petersham (near Sydney), at the age of 62 years.  The late Mr Lackey was the son of the late Sir John Lackey for many years President of the New South Wales Legislative Council.  He was born at Guildford and educated at the Sydney Grammar School.  He was twice married and leaves a widow and large family, one of whom, Sapper T.O. Lackey, has served nearly three years with the Australian Mining Corps in France, and is at present abroad.											Article abridged





Sydney Morning Herald Tuesday 10 June, 1919:


DISEMBARKING TOMORROW


The troopship China, which is expected tomorrow morning, is carrying in addition to her own troops, the New South Wales soldiers by the Boonah, who were transhipped at Melbourne.


Relations and friends who have the tickets marked China or Boonah will be admitted to the Anzac Buffet at 9.30 a.m.  The Queenslanders will not disembark.


Cars numbers on the Red Cross Register from 321 to 461are required to be at No. 1 Wharf at Woolloomooloo at 9.30 a.m. 





Sydney Morning Herald Wednesday July 27, 1966:


DEATHS


LACKEY, Thomas O’Dowd—July 26, 1966, at his residence, Terry Road, Riverstone, formerly of Kogarah, dearly loved brother of Vera, Leigh, Thelma, Dudley and Reg, also of Lily, Dick George, Minnie, William Mattie, Doris and Joyce (all deceased), aged 84 years.


FUNERALS


LACKEY—The Relatives and Friends of the late Mr THOMAS O’DOWD LACKEY of Terry Road, Riverstone and formerly of Kogarah, are invited to attend his Funeral; which will leave our private Chapel, Seven Ways, Rockdale, Tomorrow (Thursday) Morning, after service commencing at 10.30 o’clock for the Crematorium, Woronora.


J & C HARDY


Rockdale and Hurstville








